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® | Lev. 19. 17. Thou ſhalt. not hate thy Brother 0 
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| and not ſuffer Sin upon bim. & 


| Jer. 2. 35. Tet thow ſayeſt® Becauſe I am innocent ſure-. 2 


| ly bis anger ſhall turn from me : Behold, 1 will plead 3 
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WHEN it 3s a day, of 
Fo darknefle: . and. of 
91 gloomineſs,.a day of 
ae clouds; and of thick 
_ darkneſs, ther ( ſaith 
the Prophet ) Blow 
"- +, ... .\ ye the Irompet an 
_ Zion, and ſound an Alarumin my holy Jeel z.r; 
Mountain : Let all the Inhabitants of * 
the Land tremble. How hath the 
Lord covered the Daughter of Zo Lam. z. 12 
' with a Cloud in his anger; and caſt 
down from Heaven unto the Earth 
the beauty of {/ael, and remembred 
not his Foot-ſtool in the day of his 
2 A 2 . anger ? 
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ey Reatathg tte! EE ea FP 8 
wy by hee = - 1s 5 - _ - os es 4. " ? = peg vr 
4 ae} 4 , , - 
we ARLPOYS 
.* 


avger 2? , He. hath violently . taken | 
away his Tabernacle, as if it were of | the 
a Garden 3 he hath deſtroyed the' | 9 
Places of the Aſſembly: The Lord | 7” 
hath cauſed the ſolemn Feaſts and | Jph 
Sabbaths to be forgotten in Zion, and ' __ 
hath deſpiſed inthe indignation of Lo 
his anger-ze. Prieſts. - Yea, the Lord | thi 
hath caſt'eff his Altar, the hath ob- | *Þ« 
horred his Sanctuary, the Law is no | P99 
21ore, her Prophets alſo find no Vifi- rl 
on from the Lord: ©0 that now mine 
eyes could fail with tears, and my el 
bowels were wore troubled within me! #0 
0 that my Liver were pponthe | Þa 
Earth for the deft 1101 
Daughter of my Pe 
the Children and 
ſ\woon ib the ſtreet 
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more any Prophet, Heſthier 554 

among us any that knoweth How ity 
ow | © 

Long. | 18 


When we, like David, were reſtore- 


preſence of Chriſt > in his worſhip ' 7 
and Ordinances , - what Stumblings | NY 


of the Oxen have we ſeen? What mi- | h 
ſerable Diſappointments have we met | Gi 
with 2 And what ſud breaches have | © 


\ there. - 
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Preface. 
| | there been made? How hath God flopt 
| our way, and branded our Enterpriſes - 
| with wonderful-remarks of his ſore di- 
| lege? ; II. 
} Hear therefore the word of the H9-+ 7: 
- | Lord , ye Children of J/ael., for 

the Lord hath: a Controverſie with. 

the Inhabitants of the, Land. We. 
poor Miniſters have pleaded. with you, 
't till we can plead no more + the Lord- 
 . bath bid us ſland by, whilſt he him- 
. | ſelf takes up the Controverſie, O is it 
' | .zzot a feartul thing to fall into the Feb. :«. 
hands of the living God 2? + Are you *** 
not ſenſible what Arrows God hath be- 
gun to ſhoot amongit us ? How many 
thouſands, and tex thouſands bath he 
taken away as with a whirlwind 6y Plal.58. g. 
the Peſtilence ? For all this his anger 6 NY 
15 not turned away, but his hand Is © hs 

itretched out ftill. How bath God > 
' ſhaken oxy Heavens, ard our Earth ; M5 2:5: 
' the Sea, 4s well 4s dry Land 2? How 
, | doth he contend ſtill by the Sword 2 
A And how much precious blood hath the 
\ 
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Earth and Sea drunk up 2 For all 
_ | this his anger is not turned a- 
s | = but his hand is firetched out 
 Itll. © | '2 
e.. O! Cdme, Behold the works of pr! 45.r. 
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apger 2 , He. hath violently . taken 
away his Tabernacle, -as if it were of | the 
a Garden 3 he hath deſtroyed the! 9%” 
Places of the Aſſembly: The Lord} 
hath cauſed the ſolemn Feaſts and\/?'* 
Sabbaths to be forgotten in Zio7, and! 

hath deſpiſed inthe indignation off LO! 
his anger4ze. Prieſts. - Yea,: the Lord! the 
hath caſt'6ff his Altar, he hath ob-! th 
horred his SanQuary, the Law is no;Þ99 
more, her Prophets alſo find no Vifi- rl 
on from the Lord: *0 that ow mine. *4! 
eyes could fail with tears, and my ſel) 
bowels were more troubled within me \-7 "e 
O that my Liver were naure 


_ Earth for the deſtiffi@ion' of - the, ”*” 


the Children ' and 
ſwoon it the ſtreetyof- Zty. 
We fee not. our Sighs hte #0! 
more any Prophet', Trefther- 75 4/ 
among us any that knoweth How ſtr 
Lovg. ' | FÞ | 5. 4-4 J 

When we, like David, were reſtore- the 
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preſence of Chriſt , wn bis Warſbip, © 
and Ordinances , - what” Stumblings: *£ 
of the Oxen h 2 What mi-\ 
of the Oxen have we ſeen? What mi-. 

ferable Diſappointments have we met: Ne 
with ? And what ſud breaches have! , 
ds there. 
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fthere been made? How hath God ſtopt - Y 
'@' our way, and branded ovr Dutrprifts - E 
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q4; Hear therefore the 'word of the Hoſ. 4. 1. 

.fiLord , ye Children of Jſrael., for 

z\the Lord hath a Controverlie with. 

,.|the Inhabitants of the, Land. We. 

poor Miniſters have pleaded with you,” 

5.' till we can plead no more : the Lord- 

i hath bid us fland by, mhilſt he him- 

y ſelf takes up the Controverſie, O ts it | 

j.70t a feartul thing to fall into the Feb. 76. 

\e bands of the living God ?. Are you *** 

> 108 ſenſible what Arrows God hath. be- 

ſelgun to ſhoot amongst us ? How man 

-* thouſands, and tew thouſands hath he 

| taken away as with a whirlwind by Plal.58. g. 

* the Peſtilence ? For all this his anger , 

11s not turned away, but his hand is 

{ſtretched out ftill. How bath God 7 

' ſhaken ozr Heavens, and our Earth 3 52:5 

_ the Sea, as well as dry Land ? How 

he; doth he contend ſtill by the Sword 2 

' And how much precious blood hath the 

" Earth and Sea drunk up © For all 

2. this his anger 1s not turned a- 

on wy but his hand 1s ſtretched out 

of 55995. TH | Th: 
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Jer. 14.*, was as a ſtranger in the Land, and 
I Os 


aſide to tatry for a night : The Lord 


loved to wander, &c. The Contro- 

Verſie began 0n their ſide : they may ſee 

their Sin iz the Puniſhment , as in 4 

\ Glaſs. Do they wonder I grow ſtrange 

to them ? The eſtrangement began on; 

their part. Nothing appears more our 

_ inſtant Duty, than to enter a ſeri- 

Lant. 3: ' ous ſcrutiny, What have we done ? 
4041-44: Jy herein have we offended 2 Let us 
- ſearch and ery our wayes , ( ſaith 


very occaſion , of the Lords covering 
himſelf with a Cloud , that their 
Prayers: could not paſs through ) 


us lift: up our heart, with our 
hands, unto God in the Heavens. 
O!: Confider your wayes : The Lord 
doubleth it , Your iniquitizs have 
.-: ſeparated between you ard your 

1 . God, 


- 
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the Lord; what deſolitibis he hath | 
made inthe "Eatth, ' 'Eorry - Provi- | 

| dence of God ,)'( e Fecially hit more 
notable As ) hath a reaſon written | 
-- wpoit it , Could mans eye” read it, © 
1ihen the Church complained that God 

as a wayfating man, that turneth | 


replyes ' #6 them, Thus have they 


the affiiFed Church of Judah, por this 


and turn apain to the Lord. Let 


[ 
4 4 4 | - 
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God, and-your fins have &id his face 
from you, that he will not hear. 

7 find men will eafily ſubſcribe to 
this, that Sin is the procuring canſe 
cf all miſery 5 but I find an aptneſs 


to transferr the guilt from one to ano- 


ther , from one party to another; and 
though people do ever (ell themſelves 
to work wickedneſs, yet ſo — 


minant is Self-love , that it ſees no 


ſpots in it ſelf. Ahab #s not the 


troubler of Ifrael , bxt.Elijah: Nay, 


a good man, Aaron excuſeth himſelf, — 3t; 


and layes the blame on others. The 
Sin is theirs , not mine. Men have 
a natural deſire to juſtifie themſelves , 
and their deſire is ſo ſtrong, that they 
care not whom they beſpatter or bur- 
den, ſo they may but eaſe and acquit 
themſelves. : 

And indeed, Sin is ſuch an wely 
A__ , that no man will own it , 
of he can chooſe > but had rather lay 
this Child of Darkneſs at any mans 
door, yea at Gods, than Father it 
himſelf. ; 


My Deſign in this Emterprize, is, 


fo obviate this Diſtemper, and to bring 
you ,, all of you, toown youriniquity 5 


that you may ſay ( reſolve upon it } 
| that 


"PAS 
"» 


"a 


The Anthors 


Pal. 32. 5. that you, Wl - corifeſs your iniquity, 
that ſo God may forgive the iniquity 
of your fin. :'Mfy Place, ard Duty, as 


4\ AMinifter.. ( though wholly” unworthy. 
of. that . Relation to God. and you ) 


Ezck.16.:. binds aye $0 cauſe Jeruſalem to know 
her. abominations and therefore I. 
have deſcended to Particulars, that, if it 
be .the will of God, I might hit the bu- 

x King3. evour, and jhew to every man the plague 

if of . his. owp heart. SY | 
The. Lord knoweth , IT take 119 plea- 

+1 ſure. to rake in theſe Dunghills : I dread 
'* the ill uſes, that the Sons of Belial 
may make of this Enterprize : I ex- 
pe# various Cenſures from them, who 
ſhould. be otherwiſe minded ; but my 
record. i; -0n high, that the great De- 
{1937 of this Publication 7s, to reduce Pro- 
feſſors to a more aweful, bumble, ſcrious 
Keperitarice fowards God, and {menlar 
Converſation. before men, 
Vos cla- + 4 #84nk God for the freedom that a 


' rrantis in Reverend Brother hath taken with the 


Dew, ejeifed Miniſters and I muſt profeſ? 


that ſince the peruſal of that moſt ſear 
forable Preee, I have had no quiet in my 
Conſcience, till T entred upon this La- 
{ our. Theagh . my. bodily Diſterpers 
/ 1 feaded Joug for. my ſilence 5 though I 


w4 
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was *#old , the prudent ſhould hold 

their peace in an evil day ;, though 

I know 'tis an unthankful office to 

admoniſh and reprove, &c. Tet I have. 
laid by all Impediments and ObjeG;- 

ons that Self was obtruding; and wiſh 
1 hall ſuch gifts, and ſuch affe@ions, 

and fuch a diſcerning of the hearts and 
lives of Profeſſors, as might render me 
ſome way uſeful , to put you upon ſelf- 
refleTiow , upon ſelf-tryal in order to a 
full Repentance: IT pray God, 1 may ſo 
far at leaft ſacceed, as to obſtrud that 
cur ſt ed exclaiming againſt the ſins of 
Governours ; and the ſins of divided 
Parties, as at length to jnake you cry 
out, What have Idone? O! how have 


1 provoked God? 


Out of pity to your ſouls have I un- 
dertaken this ſubje® : Onr pargs, like 
thoſe: of a travailling Woman, are haſte- 
ming s the Clouds are ſwelling , 1 
am loth they ſhould fall on you in a 
ſecure and impenitent condition, I an 
ot aſhamed 1o tell you, that T foreſee 
foul weather , and I would you ſhould 
be in readineſs for boiſterons Seas, T 
know nothing ſave guilt will then ſink, 
gour hearts : the loadof afflition will 
6: ſo\heavy and hard upon you , that 

FJ ' Twould 

F 4 


Plal. 19. 
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1 wpuld.. have nothing elſe (not the load 
of qetidions. of unrepented ſins ) at the 
fame time; $0 preſs down. Sins nn- 
perted of, will ſoon, as poyſon, drink, 
#p: noun 'ſpirits. If | ſr be confeſſed, 
and repented. of, if God bath forgiven, 
216. :atter what loads lye non the back , 
ſeeing. zo guilt les.upon the Conſcience. 
. ... Hdoing giver you 4n account of my 
Deſign, and the reaſon of it, I ſhall on- 
ly add, . 
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That it way not be expeFed F4 ſhould j 


£7%6 you. a full Catalogue of all your ſins, 
which are provocations in the eyes of the 
Lord this day. Who can underſtand 
his exrors 2 Cleanſe: thou me ( and 


tbe'Land ) from all our ſecret, as well 


& known, faults. 
God forbid I ſhould be 


ſo cenſori- 


Ons, as to judge all Profeſſors guilty of | 


theſe ſins, in all the Particularities, 
or ir: all the Aggravations of theme. 


Some are to be charged one way, ſome 


another ; few can waſh their hands in 
innocency, that they are yo wayes Prin- 


'Clpals.or Acceſtories. 
Far be it from me to be partial in 
wy Charge, to advance any Fadion of 


men upon the ruines of their Brethren. 


1 deſiregon wonld take this Catalogue | 
K7 | Into | 
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Preface. 
into your Cloſets with you, and as you 
read, ſet a ſpecial mark of obſervation 
on thoſe ſins, which are chiefly yours, 
in order to repentance, and amend- 
zent, and then give the Lord no 
reſt , #il he hath took bis Pen, and 
dipt it in the blood of his Son, and 
blotted them out of his Diary, and re- 
membrance. | 
And Laſtly, Let me beſeech the Rea- 
der , to be very zmportunate with the 


Lord, for an humble, t:znder ſpiritz 


that prejudice , unbelief , and hardneſs 
of heart, may not accompany him ins 
#he peruſal of the following lines, and 
thereby , both his, and my own endea- 
wours, become abortive, D 
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A oe Account of wharmay be 
be expected. in the following 
Treatiſe, by'a Friend to the 
Author and Reader. 


P Ryfeſſor, in chis neceſſer and ſeaſenable Gos, 
ſpel Glaſs , there are many ſad, but wſeſel 
Sights for thee... 

Fir, Wouldſt thou, know what maj be ſeen ? 
lecell thee; Herein the Miſcarriages .of Pro= 
fe wary and therefore eching own {elf Load enw- 


"SEAT. 


x 
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fo wo "hs {hw Glowing we | 
their Gord, about believing in Chriſt ; the 6 
$th. their Ignorance of Chriſt, ſerving their turns 

of Girſh, making baſe Capitulations with bim : 


| | the 
j- # 
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the 6th. their Delayes 't0 cloſe with Chrift : the 
7th. theix Taking Chriſt pprgzally, withaut con- 
Jugs I AﬀeBzons, and without confidering the Coſt 

they may he. at: the Sth. their Sbuſfling rogeber 
falſe Sight of cloſing with Chriſt, 

Their Sins a the the Law more peculiarly, 
2x oy. zrft or Second Table. 
Their Sins Jon og irft Takle ( under the 
Head of ZUngodlineſs ) arr diſcovered inthe 
Seven dallowiopQhapters. } The 9th. (hews 
their Ignorance an the 10th.their Fant 


nd nd frrrorertp | 
of Love to God : tir *Evit $ urmifes of 


God: the 12. their Unthankfzlneſ; : the 13th. 
cheir Neple&# of Prayer, eſpecially. of Secret, buh 
Ejaculatory: and Chofet- Prayer: the 14. their 
Miſcarriages about their Prayers ; the 15. their 
Slighting" thi written Word of God, eſpecially in 
not readingund-meditating'on i Tr as thy ought : 
che' 16th. heir Miſecrridge abner the Promiſes : 
the-17rh;their Abuſe of Providence : the 18th. 
their Hypoctifie : the tbh! their Sabbarh-Sins: 

Their Sins apainft the Secind Table, are. ch 
| ther Perſonat'or Relative: 

©!Fheir Perſonal Sins arc evinted in the Wiz 
next Chapters. The 20th.” Thews their M/- 
carriages about Self-tryal: the 211}, their Pride: 
the 224d; their Glattonty : the 23d. their Idlenefs 

' Their 'Relative” Sins arc ſpoken to in the 
Fourteen following Chapters. The 24th.ſhews 
their Unmercifulneſs : : the 25th. their Vnrighs 
teoufneſs,"or Unfaitbfulneſt in Trading : the 26th. 
Eovetoxſneſs ; - the 27th. their Envy : the 23th. 
their Sins as Swperiours : the 29th.as Hwbands 


or Wives 7 the 30th, as Parents or Children: the 


| 31f, 


- 1M TTY 


31ſt. as Mofters or Servants : the 329;.their 
Miſcarriages towards Miniſters before their fitence» 
zng:the 33d.Since thezr Silencing:the 3qththeir 
Mifearrzoges towards Sinners, © ONS 
The Aggravations of their Miſcarriages,that 
arc here enumerated,thou haſt in the twonext 
Chapters.” The 37. ſhews their Diſ-ingenuty 


and Scandalowſneſs : the 38th. their Sinning 


againſt Knowledge, and -impenitently, nitbwith- 


ſtanding nll'means to bring them unto Repengance. 


* Secondly, Wouldfſt thou know, und: that 
experimentally, How »feſul ſuch Sights; rniy 
be unto thy Soul ? Read diligently the 4wo 
laſtChapters. The 39th. ſhews ,*1/bi: We 
thoie” ſhontdft make of this Glaſs :: and the' oth. 
i} bat Reaſon there is thou ſhouldft make fuchOfe 
thereof« {3 KF. 0! ©) v1 £067 
And now, Conſciencious Reader, (fol 'fifle 
thee, becauſt I-hope thou reſolveſi {oto! be) 
having given thee this brief Account-of what 
thou maiſi: expect in the following txceltent 
Treatiſe, I cannot but aſſure thee, that if 
thou bringefi hither with thee a ſerious and 
zeacbable Spirit , defirous to have thy Soul 


ſearched to the quick, and the. ſores thereof [awn- 


ced, and throughly cured, thou wilt not loſe thy 
coft and poins ; The clofeneſs and pythineſs of the 
Compilement, will not only pleaſe ; but the Ma- 
ferials, fo full of Spiritual vigour, and Scriptu- 
r al-experience, will wonderfully advantage thy 
Soul, and give thee cauſe, all the dayes of thy 
life, yea toeternity, to bleſs God, for putting 
it into the heart of the Reverend Author (af- 
tcr he hath ſacrificed his ſpirits and irength, 
. in 
; 


, 


mo The Contents, 


in publick way of ſervice to God, and his | 
Church,with more than ordinary aQtivity. and | | 
felf-denyal.) under many bodily weakneffes, | 
yea wnder a ſentence of death, thus to employ his 
Pris, - when he cannot his T ongue, for the good. 
of thy Soul. Every particular Chapter, wall, if 
God add his bleſfing; prove a compleat: Sol- 
ſaving Treatiſe. I (hall add no more, to. per- 
ſwade thee to Come and ſee, but this, that no» 
thing. but. «nwillingneſs, to ſie what 8: here 
tobe ſeen, and wnperſwadableneſi to! maks (ach 
zmprovement of ſuch Sights, cammake thy Caſe 
delperdtc Be ſurc 6nly, Before, In, and After, | 
thy :{eriqus peruſal df -theſe Chaptayyiof lo, | 
much- worth, that thau.beg .cameſthpol\God, | 
rhat-.he-would be pleaſed; with fome\ of this. 
| $ons Hee-ſalve, to open thine eyes, that thou | 
miſt. ſec : -and 'by. his- Spirit: move: ſorupon! 7 
thy (ſpirit , that thine! eye may ſuitably aft | 
thjne heart, with \whptild much. eo" the 
= te9 a thine-etertma? welfarcs::; ra. 
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nels of 'theix Souls : 


T he Sins of Profeſſors. 
CHAP: 
T heir regardleſ1 neſs of $ ouls. 


wh OW Carelſs are we of ot 
own Sox!s ? 

1. O bowfew do believe 
they are men , baving bo- 
dies that muſt dye, bat 
Souls that will never dye ? 
How few. do believe that 
their bodics were given them to be ſervice- 


| able to ther Souls? Their heads, their hearts, 
their | 


their eycs, their cars, their hands, 
feet, &'c. were all to attend upon their ſouls, 
and to help them to Heaven : But this is not 
believed by mary : As they are ignorant of 


the bleſſed God, who made them, and of 
: Feſus Chriſt , who came to, redeem .them ,, 
and know not wbeahber thire be an Holy Ghoſt 
So they ;are ignorant of the preciouf- 
Chrift hath not given 
A 


or No; 


chem 


Tenorance 
of the pre- 
ciouineſs- 


Mat. 16.26. 


Inconſide- 
rateneſs; 


 «]lke a worm of twoor three Cubics "long, 


Job 4. 21. 


Caritg 
more for 
the body 
_ than the 
ſoul, 


"Their regardleſneſs of Souls. 


them eyes to read and underſtand. that a man 
35 nor, cannot be, profited , if he ſhall gain 
the whole world, znd loſe his own foul. 
Chrifts queſtions, hat will it profit a man, &c. 
What ſhall a man give in exchange for his 
Sol ? Put it out of all quethon. Alas, ma: | 
ny, who carry the name of Chriſtians , de- ! 
ſerve not the name of. men. When + .you 
begin to value your Souls, you beg to be! 
men, Oh that men wouid value that, which! 
once they ſhall, they mult valuc ? The damn- 
ed Sfirits know now the worth of thr 
Souls ? How many will no ? | 
2. How few conſider the worth and preci- 
owſneſs of their Souls ? When do ſuch thoughts, 
as thefc, poſſes you? © Here in this catchly 
&* Tabernacle, in this bouſe of booths, dwe)'s a 
« thing, chat I never faw , thay 18 "worth a 
«world : though n:rc l crawl wir and gwn, 
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«* and am :1n danger to be thrown 1 ito þti; bo 
TGevery day yet I czrry with me. 2a. Fewel, 
« the loſs wherect, the whole/ world cannot 
« repair. How icdom do mminal Profel: 
ſors conlider fadly ard feriouſly, what will be- 
come of their ſouls, when heir excelency, which 
is in them, ſhal go. or journey, away, es, Eliphaz! 
ſpeaks ? Examine your thoughts all the day! 
long, from morning to evening, and few are; 
laid out for the Soul. 

3. Are not all the thoughts and cares laid: 
out upon the body, though'the body be but clay, 
and the ſoul is a ſpirit, the body mutt dye; but; 
the ſoul ſhall zever dye? How frequently do 
we 
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Their recardleſueſs of Souls: | 


we think of our bodics, what their wants» 


"burthcns, neceflicties are ? but not ſo of our 


fouls. How much of every day is ſpent in 
providing for thy bodr, bat how lictle for thy 


\ ſoul ? The body hould be but the ſoxls ſer- 


vant: yet mecn feed the fleve; and ſtarve the 
child, The body muſt be fed every day, cl:d4 
every day , yea, adorn'd every day, and phy- 


fied if ditempered 1 bur the for! eas anc R 


rayment , phyfick, continually , yet lyctii.un=- 
regarded, is lett miſcrable, naked, ftaried, Kc. 
A ſervant hath two talents to keep , rhe 


BW child, and the child's clothes ; will the M:z- 


 ſter thank the ſervant, if he plead I have kept 
:the-clothes, but I have neg/efted the life of 


the child? Thy 5oay 15 but thy ſouls - outward 
garment. How often have your Miniſters - 
told 'you, that the foul was better than the 
body ? and that your my needed daily 
care more than' your bodies? and yet you 
look: after the one, with wa negle& of the 
other. A day 15 coming, when thou wilt 


wiſh, thou hadft bren bred in the Field 


amorg the beafts and worms, for that thou re-. 


| gardelt thy foul no more, than if thou hadft 
\ bat the life of a beatt :- thou wilt wif thou 


hadti been madea to2d, a ſerpent, a worm, a 
dog, a ſwine, &c. for then thou (houldſt not 
have {uff:red to eternity, as now thou wilt, 
unleſs the eyes of thy underſtanding bz open= 
ed to ſee, conſider, and make proviſion for thy 
precious, but periſhing foul. Thy body u pe- 
riſhing every day, and thy foul is upon tte 
borders of etervity : it mult live for ever 3 
A2 ang 
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_ and yet all thy care is for the body , which 
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. likely will not live threeſcore years and ten; | {4 
but che ſoul is negleRted , that muſt live | / 

- threefcore millions of years in Hell without '* 
repentance, and then, when that date is over, ) | 
thou art as farfrom the end of thy miſery, ; f 
25 thou waſt the firſt day, thou waſt thrown [ 

- arnong the damned. | | 

4. How many will not ſpeak with their ſouls ? c 

- They are greater ftirangers to them, than the, Y 

. Londoners axe to their next Neigubonrs. Didſi | fe 
chou ever askthy ſoul ſuch queſtions? *O; Y 

© my foul, bow 3s it, how will it b:, with thee ? | Ol 
* O my ſoul, in what ſtate art thoi ? O my! a1 
«ſoul, what will become of thee? O! W bat * Pc 

.-<« will become of thee inthe next world.? - 0 

5. At what coſt were we any time for owr © 
jeoparded ſouls ? The Phylitian is conſulted ; 
with; if there be an ache upon the body : we ! | fu 
will, with the woman, part with all, beggar ; *Þ 
our 'Cves, to recover health of body. When' 
did you know a man fiarve himiclf, if he: 

' could have bread and water, what ever it, 97 
coli? We will be at any expence of time, ! th 
labour, and charges, to keep our bodies from for 
ſtarving; but- how arc the Ordinances of for 
God, the Word and Sacraments (the ſpi- | Y2' 

- ritual food of the ſoul ) neg)eRted ? The fleſh [0% 
muſt be ſatisfied : as for the foul, there is. ker 
littke rcgard to its well-being,  We- cannot _ 
endare to fre a Cat, a Dog,, a Beaft want: of C 

. meat; but how caſily do many digeft the: ”* 

. want of that milk, whereby they ſhould be? hae 

. maintained and grow £ Got faith one) gives | K | b- 
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Their regardleſneſs of Souls.” 
to theſe their requeſts, he gives them Duailer, but - 
ends leanneſs into ther ſouls. 
- 6. How fearleſs are many of ſoul-liſſes ? aro 
\ how common is1t tor people to draw back 10g. 
from the ſervice of Chriti? O / what is the 

matter ? I ſpall liſe my eftate,, liberty , pay 
ſuch a fine, &c. They little- confider what 
cheir ſouls will loſe , . if they do not perlſe- 
vere, if they live not up their light. Pro- 
| feſſrs ( pardon me that I miicall you) though 
' youare blind and mad, and (ce not the worth 
2 | of your fouls; yet know, that your fouls 
y | arc the moſt confiderable Jewels , you fiand 
it + poſſciſed of. Al the world will not weigh with 

- one foul. Thy mony may ranſome thy body 3 
wy nothing ſave Chrifts blood thy ſoul. Pauſe « 
4d While ( Reader ) and refic& on all thy fin- 
ie | full neglects of thy immortal Soul, leſt on. 
ar. thy death-bed thou ſhrick and ery, O my ſoul, 
-n: PThither art thou going ? 
he: 2: How little are. the fouls of others valned Careleſneſs 
ic, andcared for ? how many maſters are there, - others 
'e | that care m0 more for their ſervants fouls, than _ 
| for the dogs ? nay, notſo much ? Perhaps 
of - ſome of you are careful that the bodies of 'J 
pj- | Your families be cloathed, be fed, &c. but the : | 
ry ſouls lic unprovided for ; more-carc .is ta- Swe poy- 
, is Ken for the pigs, than for the fouls. "Sar 
ott 1- How ds we juſtly cenſure them as worthy a5 they 
nei of Capital puniſhments, that murther the bodies of oughto 

e ; men; but not fo others wha pyſon and deſtroy _ : 
be? thonſands of ſomls ? = - 
"., How do you bate to have an band i Wray... 
ves . | J ate n na 111 mirt lay poyſon 
8607978 the bodies of any, to lay poyſon for the for ſouls. 
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Their regardleſneſs of Souls. 
defiruction of any ? and yet how commonly | 
do men lay the poyfon of ill councel, and 1ll 
example before others, to cauſe them to fall | 
into the pit of hell, and are not afeRed with : 
this great evil ? 

2. How troubled are we at any that kill b3- 
or = ares , Or that murther others, but no: (o at 
Coles Thi millions, that deſtroy their own and | 

. therers, others ſouls, that have an hand in ruining, in 7 
Coming themſclves and others ? | 
 3-If any negh& means that might have Con- | 
thawed the life of their busbands, children, &c. | 
how are they dejeded £ how do they wring , 

4 their hands, and beat their brcafis > whereas, . 

if by careleſneſs, if by the negle& of their 
duties, if by evil example, they hive deſtroyed # 
their fouls, they are not troubled about theſe * 
matters. 
Low ef-, *'4- How do you account meanly of all that 
reems of take pains for their ſouls? that wait at the! 
| help ehar, pools of Betheſds, that conſult Miniſters; and: 
| | whoag mc? books, and attend on the Ordinances for their! 
+ ſouls, whil you account ic your - wiſdom, to; 
lay out the moſt, if not all, of your time for. 
your bodies ? Halt choa the name Of a Chrifti-| 
an ? I pray God to let one word to fink in-: 
i to thine heart 3 thox haſt not Chrift, thox baſti 
not the Spirit of .Chrift in thee, he knows how 
co value fouls, and therefore ſhed blood for? 
them, and ſends his ſpirit in- the Goſpel to be, 
importunate for their falvation. | 


| 
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d; Their want of ſaving Convidion and 


n CompunG10n. 

_ 

C. i Ow many Profcſlors , like Pazl, are Alive 
[': live with:uut the Liww * How many, _ 


Ss, Iike Sardis, have a name t0 hive , imagine Ran. 9-9 

it; they are alive, when they are dead £ How Rey, ;. 1. 

ed; many are alive in their own conceit-, and 

ſe perheps in the conceit of others, and yet arc | _— 
* void of the true fuper-natural life ? How ma- 

jt ny are continted wth thear being baptized ? 

he: They fee no n:ed of Chritt, they were born 

nd; of Chrifttan Parents, they are of the ſtock of Luke s. 3. 

cir: Abraham: We have Abraham to our Father. . 

to: They do not corfider how many baprized | 

for: perlonris are deadly exemies to Chriſt, and to 

#i-; their {ouls; and averfc to the wayes of ho- 

in-: lincfs; they will not confider thac Swearers, 

vafti Drunkards and Adultere:s huve as good 

ow. claims to Chritt and ' Keaven as theſe have, 

for* How many alfo pleafe themſelves with the Re- 

| be; [gion of Education ?. God hath not mowlded 
; their bearts , though Porents their [ives : their 
\ Parents haye taughe them fome Principles 

\ P.; of Religion , but they arc firangers to the 
- 4; wonderful operations and teachings, of the 
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Their want. of ſaving ConviFion. 


Holy Ghoſt : they have not the Unllion from 


above ( they know not what it js ) that teach-} 
 eth al things; and yet ſuch as- theſe are alive, 
z. e. merry, jJocund, jovial, confident if ariy? 
go to heaven, they ſhall be of the number, 
But £0 {peak more particularly, : 


Firſt, How many are there that were nes. 
ver convineed of original fin, imputed, or im-! 
parted ? 1. How few are conuiared that Adam; 
was a common perſin, and that we finned in bi 
loyus ; that if be had ſtood, we had flood ; and; 
that it is juſt with God, that be ſhipwracking 


himſelf, we ſhould be counted finners in bim?, 
We did cat of the forbidden fruit in Adam, 


we in Adm believed the Devil rather chan. 
God , we in Adam broke with God for. 
toyes and trifl.s, we were ungratcful, difo- 


© bedient in him; we apofiatized in him, and 


Rom.5.12. 


Few con- 
vinced of 
original 
fin inhe- 
rent. 


broke covenant with God in him 3 henice þ! 
one mans offence ſin enteyed into the world, ant. 
death by fin for that” ( as Levi paid tythes n 
' Abraham, fo ) we became rebells againſt the: 
. M:jefty 'of Heaven in our firſt Parents; 
when did you ſhed a tear for Adams tin, fot 
your and his grand provocation ? 
2. How few ſee Adam's finful nature im: 
parted 10 them ? They fee not their inwark 
= ts very wick-dneſ7, nothing but wicked: 
' Few fee what a fad' Apoſiacy fron 


P/alm 5. 9. ths 'perfeQion of mans nzture Sin hath 


brought into the world , and how black at; 
Image of Sathan it hath drawn upon the ſoul; 
they never 'faw what filthy, dirty, loathfo 
op they are in "we eyes of Sod : | they. by 
ves 


5 
| 


Their want of ſaving Connidion. 

m; yer law their noyſomeneſs and venome, the 

b-}. garbage and malignity of their hearts. How 

ve,; few fee a general defet of all righteneſneſi and 

ny: bolinefi, wherein at firſt they were created ? 

er,, How few are convinced of an antipathy to all 
| * thatis good ? That they are haters of God by 

1e-] nature 3 that they arc dead in treſþ:ſſes and Eph. 2- 7. 

#1! fins (a more dreadful eftate than if they were 

mm; rotting, in their. graves) that they have an 

his, Ocean of corruption within them, that will 

md. never be dried up in this life; that they have 

ing' a worſe Leproſic than that among the Fewes, 

p?, which got info the walls, and would never 

mM, Out till che houſe was demoliſhed ; who 

an; almoſt. thinks fo fadly of themſelves ? They 

for; blels God their hearts are good, though 

fo-: they be the worſt of men, pray not, flight 

and Ordinances, cloſet duties, and family wor- 

: bh! ſhip licsnegleGed ; yet the Devil p:rſwades 

ani; them all, 1s well, their hearts are good: 

1m; though the heart of man by nature belike hell 

the: it (elf, whoſe tire of luſt is unquenchable ; 

ts; though it be like Peter's great ſheet, which 

for hefaw inthe Viſion, fall of all unclean things z arcs 11,6; 
.- though it be a receptacle of all impiety, yet 

im; how tew turn their eyes inward, to ſee their 

ard Natural deformities? BE 

ed Alais ! All the-venome the Snake ſends 

ron forth, 1s nothing to the poyſon that lies in its 

zath: nature ; And all thoſe monſtrous 1mpicties, 

cat; Which the lives of men are taunted with, are 

zul; not fo be compared with the venome that 

mL lurks in the heart of every man by nature. 
ne; Men would not glory in theix blood and. de-. 
W :... | ſcent, 


Their want of ſaving Convition. | 
ſcent, did they but believe how fin deſcend} ma 
ed, ard was conveyed : Men could not cons fel 
rent themſclves} to walk heavily under (o 
aQual mifdemeanours, were they convinced} Be 
of the body of lin wi: hin chem, cheir greateſ}; W 
ſorrows would be for cheir finſul propenti:} pc 
ties : Neither would you wond:r at any; ſen 
impictics and enormitics 11 the Earth , but! foe 


would admire at the refiraints of Heaven z: dr 
that they are no greater. Alas! Ifthe Rex! th 
der were left to himfelf, he would preſently; ; th 
lay hands on his neareſt relations, and on? bi 
himſelf : Certainly, the reaſon why we tura, H 
- not Caribals, . why every man 1s not a Sodo-| AT 
mite, a Maurthercr , an Oppreſſor, &*c. 1s,* bt 
becauſe God hath a rcin on the hcarr, and} p1 


curbs it,for the continuation of mankind, that? 
otherwiſe would loog be defiroyed,. Thes 
great boundary of the Seas, and of the Ocean of 


. corruption, is the Soveraign above. But O!: tl 
how do: we commend Nature ! ſuch a "man | ec 
hath a good nature: ſuch a mai! you miy} © 


Few con- 
vincad of 

the minds 
corruption. 
Ram. 8. 5. 


\ 


\ 


crufi him, he will never commit ſuch abomi- 5 I 


nations : You may as wel! bclieve a Toad; © 
will not poyſon, or the Sea will not overflow | © 
the Earth, if /Gud' leave it to it ſal. Bur _ f 
deſcend to particulars. : | 

x. How few ſee the corruption of TRY mind 2 | 
How few are convinced, that the carnal mind © 
i enmity againſt God , and is not ſubjea to; © 
the Law of God, neither indeed can be ? Howare þ 8 
our minds ddighted with tales ind tojer, more : Aa 
than with the ſeriows myſteries of God ? How |} # 
ſew arc ſcahble, that they are as fooliſh and | 1 


mad © 


! - Their want of ſaving Convition. 
nd; mad as any Bed/ams, in that they pleaſe them- 
on] ſelves with that, which ſhould be their greateſt 
IMe burden, namely Sin ? They are worſe than the 
ced! Beeor Ant, for thel(e prepare for a ſevere hard 
teſt} Winter, theſe provide fot hereafter, whilfi moſt 
ati-} pcople mind preſent things, preſent pleaſure,pre- 
ny; ſent profit, &c. with the neglcR of Heaven, and 
but! ſture glory: They mind more what to cat and 
n > drink bere,what to haveat preſent for this life, 
ca-/ than what co lay up for eternity :* They buſic 
cly; themſelves to know what is of 70 conſequence, 
on: but careleſs of momentous and eternal matters. 
2ra, How few employ their minds to know God, 
4o-: and how he is to be worſhipped and pleaſed 3 
: but etnploy themſelyes jn needleſs and un- 
nd} profitzble ſpeculations , in this, like fools -.- 
at; and children , .who prefer painted gloſs be- —_— 
be fore jewels of value, they more ſet by a little ;- i 
of. mirth and pleaſure, than the- matters of by” 
) /* their falvation ? How are our minds enſlaved : 
an} fo our affe&ions ;' to the more brutiſh, inferi- 4 
iy; our and ignoble partsof the foul, and we A 
11-* love to have it fo? Through this corruption 
ad of our minds how do we jutiific fin, excule it, 
zw - and plead for it. ? Hence alſo, there are 
to þ ſwarms of idle , confuſed, impertinent , 
# fooliſh, ridiculous thoughts, - that fill our 
} 2 | fouls and duties: feldom in the day, week 
a4 or year, aby conceptions of God , ſuitable 
to; to his majeſty and holineſs. How unſtable 
re + are Our minds and judgements, fo that we are 
we  asreeds ſhaken with every wind : now for duty, 
w ; #ben {oon wheel'd off again ; now for repent- we. 
: Ingard humbling work, then tixed, an dſcon \--+- 
| dt- 3 
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diverted ? And if we know the our-(ided | ſho 
fruths, yet how often 1s that a barr to out | ho 
clofing, wich Chriſt, and walking in him} | and 
And yet, though theſe pooy, blind, dcJuded| _ 
Bartimew's fill all our wayes and paths, ſo he 
that whereever we go we mect with them} 2c 
yet how ſcldome arc any convinced 'of thjs,? 
how feldorhe do any cry for eye ſalve, bs 
they may. ſee ? 

1. And though ot only the mind, but the! | 
conſcience is defiled chough. there be a blind-! { 
neſs upon it, whereby it miſ-judgeth, and} © 
calleth darkneſs light ; and though it be ſenle-? 
leſs. and ftupid, as a fione 3 yet few do be-} 
lieve tbis copru9tion : hence they take (ance! : 
ry in*their confcicences, their conſciences bear > 
them witneſs , though it be bribed and cory 
ruptcd ; and they have a good conſcience, though... oy 
they. know not what conſcience 1s. 

. How few are convinced of the comption> - 
of their Wil ? How do they .wiſh that drun-! ba 
kenne(s, ur cleanneſs, &c. were no ins ;Þ 
How do they chooſe to live a merry, rather? 
than an boly life; to be the fervants of the: 
Devil, rather than of God; to commit fin, 
and thereby hazard their damnation, rather; Lo 
than to ſuffer, and through many tribulations 


_ 


\m 


to enter into the Kingdom of God ? And how: *< 
gladly would moſt Profeffours enter and take: p,.. 
up their reſt in Cmewhat below God, if +, ,,, 
they could but enjoy the world according to ! © bi: 
their will ? 

4. Few are convinced of the pollution of their | 
Aﬀedions. - 


th 
Though they bate what dei k 
ſhould * 


T bei 1 want of ſeving Convittion. 


} ſhould love, and love what they ſhould bate ; 

.# though they love fin, which they ſhould hate, 

: and hatc' and ſlight God, to whom they 
Id ſkould give the precedency of their love 3; 
Pp: chough all be in- diſorder, all be miſ-placed 3 
l though God he dethroned, and Sin, Sathan, 
% and the World'be ſer »p above all that 3s called 
bs God , yet few do wealy believe that ſack a 

| miſerable Chaos is upon them. 

5, How fcw are ſenſible of the corruption -of 

| ebei Memory-? Though they are eſpecially 

s ; Charged co remember God, attd how to pet 
7 ® poſſeſſion of. him 3 and to remember- duty; 
4 ard how to praQtife ; 'and* to remember- ſin, 
k and how-co ſhun it ; yet how ſoon do they - 

| forget ſuch truths, and lodge in their memo- 
1 ries injuries, that they may 4venge them 3 and 
oh vanities, foohſh jeſts, unprofitable toes ahid 
who to pleaſe themitelves therewith ? You 
can remember how merry you were ſuch 
'a time, how vain, how your ſenſ#zlities 
) | were aboundingz but you ſoon forget a Ser- 
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by che. Preacher, it is that, which either 
© concerns others conditions, rather than yours, Or 
; which yields you the leaft advantager' beaven- 
ward. We 'can | remember the fall of Peter 


ns T enuch calier* than che repentance” of Peter, 


3 than. his bitter weepings 3 we can remem- 
Ke" ber David's Adultery, but not his Repen- 
if tance, and how it broke bis bones, and made 
(07 bis bed to ſwim. 

| Secondly, * How few bave been cortuiniced 


” wa fra. 15. the. 'preateft evi}? How few have 


11d * ; ſeen ev1l, 
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i 35 : ; 
7 
, 


Joh. 8.44. 


How few ſee ſin ta be contrary to the works 


faith Sin: Nay, (ogreat is the conteſt betw 


' Fiety 80 the very nature of God ? God is go 


Their:want of ſaving Convidtion. I | 
ſeen it' in its--perfe& odiouſneſs, in its ny fe 


| ked face, as that which makes Men Devil is 


fighting againſt God? - How are moſt firangy} t] 
to its pedigree , and conſider not the Devil, ui g, 
us Father * We would be thought to hay ſe 
nothing to do with: the Devil, - nor that Is 6 
hath any thing to do with us 3. we can live jx 
lin, -and yet ( hypacritically enough ) 4 
the Devil, and all bis works ; We can mal 
more. moderate conftructions of our fins} 77 
and call them the frailties of our fleſh 3 buthy 1 
that commits fin.is of the Devil, i.e. the De! T 
vil's drudge : . Sathan _works'in him, and (| hi 
him. If men, were. convinced of this, . the! fc: 
would not drink, in the Devils piſr. ding he 
comes from the Devil, it is the Devils exo! th 
ment , andyct this is rolled wnder the tongs 
as a ſweet maorſel. . O.! with what greedind 
1s. the Dung of Hell devoured and (wallowel? 


God ? although God had no ſooner perfedt; hic 
the goodly fabrick of Heaven and Earth, by ! 


fin gavea ſhrewd ſhake to all, it ſhook aj 44/ 


diſ-joynted all; and had it not been for Chr the 
the great M:diator, it had ruined the wha: Wh 
frame of Nature. How ferv: ſee fin tobe ca; £44 
trary to, the will of Goad ? God: faith, 7 wil bat wh 
thir done : I'le not do at, faith Sin : I'le bt hat 
this ſuffered. aith God ; [le not ſuffer it; #1! 
Sin and God, that if it could, it would us 2? / 
bee God. How few take notice of its contill fin. 


Sin is evil; God is pure, . Sin 1s impare., Hu 


Their want of ſaving Conviition. 

6 few believe fin to be univerſally evil, that' there 
il is nogoodinit? We cannot perfwade men, 
on} that there is good in poverty, good in; diſgrace, 
toþ good, in reproeches with; the tonghe,. and fer» 
wn; ſections unto death; but calily axe men per- 
tb (waded, there is ſome good in fin. How fem 
FT: are .convinced of the. miſcrable Frag and conſe» 

| quences of fin ® The wrath of God is not-re- 
nl vealed againſt their Ynraghteouſneſs and wngod- 


ns} lineſs , lo as to make ;cheir. knees to tremble, | 


th The band-writing on the wall 18 not obſerved. 
De They. are fil] ahve. 
| bf hearts perſwade mento go wp 140 heaven, to 
the fee what ſpoyles it made there» could we 
in| herein prevail, then would they : infer, that 
js | there 15 more evil inthe Jeaſt ſin; than. there 
x 15 good.in all the Angels of hegven 3 for that 
6 one lia conquered them; and (poylcd chem of 
7 all their beauty, and made them; of glorious 
5 creatures, to b:come ſuch loacthlome and 
eas bidcous ſpecQacles; neither can we prevail 
, by with any ( almoli ). #9 take a journey t0 Para- 
5-au} 4iſe, to ice 1ts,venome. there; or to gato 
half the Garden , or to, Mount Calvary, to fec 
ghd: What work it did there 3 or to go fo bell- 
en; £2te, to hear: the doleful ſhricks and cryes 
I ba: which it hath cauſed there 3. though :God 
| be: bath faid , God ſhall wound the bead of his 
yz. enemies, and the bairy ſcalp of ſuch a one as 


wit. £9etb on ſitll in bis treſpaſſes, though there is 
| 20 peace, ſaith my God, to thezzicked; though Iſa. 59. 21. 

; fin be the ſole objz& of Gods-hatred 3 ( for 
2} God loved the whole Creation, till its beauty 
ONn=a 


ly 


was blaſicd and fained by Gn) though Sin 


We cannot for our. 


Pſalm 68, 
20, 


x wg Ip EW a 
6 Toa Th 
>) 
. 


Iſa. $9. 26 


Few ſenh- 
ble of be- 
ing under 
the wrath 
of God. 
 Jebng. 
18, 36. 
Eccleſ. 9. 
Xi. 


= 


Deur. 29. 


19. 


Rev.3..*: 


16, I7- 


Proy 26, 
16. 


_ _ 


Their want of ſaving Compunt#ion. 
ly ſeparates between God and ſouls, though 
in the belly of it be found all miſferics, deaths 
and hells'; though it be che foinder of al 
graver, and of Tipher ; though it fill thy 
conſcience with: terrours, and hell with fi: 
and brimſtone 3 'yet few are affe&cd with: *s 
the 'evils: of it; bur they drink, in iniquity # a 


Fl 
l 
{ 
"Q 


water. p | þ 
- Thirdly, How few ' Profeſſours are ſenfills t 
that they" are caft by an holy and rightew; d 
Law; that 'they are condemned creatures ? thig * © 
the wrath of God abideth on them ? Few hai b 
ſeen” the black cloud full of woes, brig n 
full of wrath;” ready co empty: it (elf upgy ® 
their ſouls : they take.no notice, that thou} / ol 
' the ſemence be not executed ſpeedily ; yet iti} 'W 
ps z and there may be bur a litdy w 
reath, and they are gone to periſh for eye} Ol 
How: many ſcnſclefs fouls arc there in' of do 
Pariſhes, whoſe conſciences, were never ſbi. th 
ken, - whoſe ſpirits were never - worndul at 
who never received the ſpirit of bondage | © 
fear, who never knew what 4 fearfull exyjj of 
Fration of judgement meant, who go dancin fri 
to hell in- the Devils chains ? and yet coud? bri 
"Wi 


themſclves the noble and gallant fpirics,* at 
flatter themſelves in their own eyes, and faf thc 
we. ſhall bave peace,. though we walk in 0; cv 
imaginations of our hearts ? Theſe are (L#; 
dicean-like ) rich, and full, and needing nothin 
when God is about to ſpxe them out of 
mouth, ( as we diſcharge .our fiomacks 
ſome loathſome ſurfets.) Theſe arc wiſer if 
their own conceit, than ſcven men that can yeh 


'L 
% 


Their 94pr of fuving CompuniFion. 17 
voi! "ter 'a reaſon. Though” one: Miniltcr at 'the 
8 heels of another 'endeevaynr 'with Scripture 
upon Scripture to convince them . of, 'utd 
to-prick themvat'the heart 'for,” their tin and * 
| "dattger , yet they are boytzroully confident 

vid} 'andiprefumpruous;, 'tharithey thall'to heaven 
4 as *foon 'ss any 'Pcecilians 'jn 'the Country. 
} -Neverdit many break one nights ſleep, upon 
fi the'confideration of their finful and loft con- 
| dicion by'nature, never did they loath their 

$ :ordiftiary food, or 'feel the '{mart: of broken 
i bonits, as David 'did-; chough they  have'fin- 
in ned at an higher rate; never did chey know 
| what a' worded ſpirit meant, what anguiſh 
+ of '(oul 'was : never 'did ' they feel' Gods 
ith 'wrath,' or'{tn,'a burthen 1nfupportable z ' they 
it} Were never pricked at the hezrt,"(o. as ta cry 
7 ont, What fhall'L do to be' ſaved ? Whas ſhall T 
if do ro bave my fins pardoned £ Woultyou know 
pi the reaſin of all this fecurity ? Alas! they 
1, ate dezd in' fins and treſpaſs. Adcad condi- 
_ tion 1s an infſcntible condition; death deprives 
j4- of ſenſe 'as 'well 'as life-; thei dead "are not 


thin 


of hi 
ks 


"+ dead to have this fiitiking Corrionalwayes in 


2 Peg.2.20. 


theix: 
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their boſomes; the dead feel not, though! 
that which is beavzer than mountains of lead be! Y 
lying on their backs; they groan not, nei- ſc 
ther do they complain fo much, as Gain did, al 
they do not go ſoftly in the bitterneſs of thei. 
fouls, by reaſon of their fins, Many canned be 
fay with Hannab , that ever they were oi j 
ſorrowful Spirit. Though there be ſo may * 
curſes upon the heads of. all natural perſons he 
though there be an. entayl of wrath ups; 
the heads of the very fins , . they live in rlc 
though their fins are, or may be, circumſtant” | he: 
ated to a greater degree,than any of the Scry. 
ture-Offendors that we read of, as being con: 
mitted under the open Sun of the Goſpd pl) $4 
though Hell be open to receive therp eva 
moment, whilſt impenitent, whil6 hardne” 
though the Valley of Hinnom is makin. 
room for them, to entertain them with 
vengeance of a juſily- provoked God ; yet ke ; 
fear, few work, out their falvation with wh | 
ing eyes, and trembling hearts ; they are (| 
alive without the Law ;, they. never wal; 
ſoftly with Abab, or were under Soul-trowl 
with Judas ; they fall ſhort of the;pangs 
ſenſe of Hypocrites; Oh/ Oh! Oh! Ip 
ty theſe fecure fouls 3; how ſhort will they 
of their hopes, and how far ſhort of Hi; 
ven? , 
Few ſen= FKEourthly, How few are ; ſenſe bh, that all 
fible of, while the Devil works in them, as in bis w 
Sathans bouſe ? That he poſſeſieth the heart of c 
orking > 
y them,,  unregenerate man * The ſtrong man keeps 
Epheſ, 2. 2. " z and (0 all is quict, It was a'fad 


' Their want of ſaving Humiliation. T9 
2 when the abomination of deſolation: ſhould be 
i. ſeen fianding intbe boly place ; but what arc 
id, abominable Men to abominable Devils # 
e They did but exerciſe their crueltics on the 
4 bodies of the. Fews , buthow many Devils 
of have their walks in the hearts of natural men 
an and women ? If thou art in thy bloods, the 
ns. Devil hath entred into thee, as ſure ascver 
i. he entred into the berd of Swine, and fo hur- 
n ricth thee into baſe luſts, as he carricd them 


k; . 
nh; hcadlong into the Sea. 


0 
| 
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oy CHAP. III. 


\ Their want of Deſpair in Self. 


F Men are (enfible of their ſin and miſery; ry hum? 


iced of the uglineſs of fin, of the miſery 
Y*by fin: yet they are not fully: convinced, 
that the covenant of works . requires per- 
 Jonal, and conſtant obedience, that it admits 
mot of repentance, that it accepts not of 
c will for the deed ;' but Curſeth every one Gal. 3. 16! 
at continueth not in all things, which are writ- 
en: in the Book, of tbe Law to do them, (o that if 
cre be. a failer by a vain thought, the con- 
B 2 ditions 


T - righteouſneſi? Though ſome are convin. Rom.10-3, 


yet bow many are going about to eſtabliſh their b1cd ſouls. 


FL 


Thi). 3.6. 


Pfal. 38.4. 


EF 


Heaven were tedious and intollerable 8, 
all; this, while, cheat he muſt have Vife fi 4 P 


mine bead ; as an beavy burden, they arty,” 
Pal.40.12, -beavy for ti! Mine iniquities bave taken © 


Their want of ſaving Humiliation, | 
ditions. of that covenant are broken: and ng! *, 
thing,. (ave ſearſu! expedtations, ſhould ſeit 
on ſuch a. Soul.. Few .(C I ay ) believe this} © 
but chough; chey. are bankrupt Childxen (3 7 
Adam, yet they hope by theirpedling Wat, {© 
co: ſet up again ,. and maintain themfſelyg}/© 
without being beho!den to. any other, {if *© 
the procuring of their (alvation : hence th hc 
pray , who were praycrlets before 3 heg#Þ" 
and ( pexhaps.)) with much diligence, wit He 
were wont -t0 play away the Sabbath and W 
mon time 3 and reform in many things ; af? 
now , Scal, take thine eaſe, thou haſt gum 
laid np far many years, yea, for exernity; this 
art converted (ure, and fo thinkall the Nagy” 
bour-hood : O! what a change is here? J#"* 
man wzs a Diunkard, not fonow ; an Ad" 
terer, a prophane Belial;, but now civil» 
yea,. a devout man : Serious, that was ji" 
before 3, and touching the, righteouſneſs whidg*? 
inthe Law, blamelcſs, Now he is aliveÞ 
deed; his Conſcience is pacified, which F*** 
-fare: troubled him; ' he can hear the « 
gladly, which befgre was barthenſome to hiff-<*' 
he can pray with aff: ion, and with ſome by 


Jight ,, - when before all the Ordinances (. p 


Re 


Enc 


thens to bim. Now he thinks, Sure I 
hife within me, Iam not dead. He: fees 

without , and ability from withoxt : He d - ; 
ot yet lay > Mine aniquities aye gone 17 


Their want. of ſaving Humiliation. . 21 
j #pon me , ſo that I am not able to lookup. No, 
| no he can look up with confidence, and call 
| God Father 3 and though ſametimes he pro- 
ON votes God, yer he is ſecure. + He'doth not 
” dice that he is dead, 3. e. damned, and inſuf- 2 
| & ficient. as of himſelf to think, any thing-as of: ham- 
Fe (clf, but all his ſifficiency i of 'God, He thinks. 
1s be 15 not utterly unable ro make amends wg 
"his fins, not quite dead; for he can pray, 
&He lers not, that it is 2s czfie_ to make new 
8 Worlds, asto put up one acceptable Prayer 
. fo God. He lees not, that he- needs an Al- 
mighty power to enable him to perform his 
the uties, and infinite fatisfaCtion to diſcharge 
41: of his debits He is ſomewhat (cotible of 
> JÞis danger by fin, but he eyes not hip that” is 
ai ighty #0 ſave. He looks for help within, 1.63.1; 
1-4put not without. He ſees no. abtolute ne- 
:&eflity of Chriſt a!l this while. He ſees not, 
phat all his righteoujrifſes are as filthy raggs im Ia. 64,6 
. , Gods light, and that- ali his Enxics fill up the 
h| Cacalogue of his fins. He (ces not; thatthere 
& 70 Salvation in any other. fave [cla Chriſt, 
whe there is no other N ime under beaven, As 4. 12. 
given among men, whereby we mujt be ſuved. 
Ze bopcs to go. ro Heaven - through: donrs of 
Bis own, the door of Repentance, the door 
Reformation, the door of g2od Works, 'O&c.. 
ence. he takes hold of the mercy of God, and 
ce promiſes of pardon, Let the wicked for= Ifa, 55. 7.1 
e bis Way , and the unrighteous:: man by 
wgbts , ond kt bim return unto tbe" Lord, 
be will have mercy «on bim, yea, be will 
$#:dan'ly pardon. * Thus have 1 done, 
B3; * ( faith 


Matth. 12. 
4344245* 


Luke 19. 
19. 


Luke 18. 


2I. 


 Bleſſeth himſelf in his own performances, 


22 + -« Their want of ſaving Humiliation, | 


ſhould make. them acceptable unto 


4 


* ( faith this awakened perſon ) and now ny p 
* Caſe is good. | O! I would not be in min} y 
© old myres for & World : O ! what a chary 
* is here? I was a careleſs Wretch, careld 
<* of God, and my Soul, careleſs of prayiny ec 
&© reading, hearing, &c. not now. At fo 
now that the houſe, ont of which the unchi dy 
Spirit is gone, is ſwept andgarniſeed , he ai th 
ricth it high, and little thinks he, that ſay «| 
worſe Spirits are entring in, This is the az** | 
'of multitudes of Profcfiors, whom Chi! << f 
will never ſeck, nor ſave, for that they are}, 
loft, they are not (uccourlels and helpl* c 
they think they may ſave themſelves 609% a 
wrath to come. 


They ſee not, that thewf** I 
= SatisfaRion to be made to Divihe JullfAll 
which they cannot make 3 .wherefore tifSqu 
hopes arefrom their reformations, not ſnot 
Chriſt; their peace 1s from their performifithi: 
ces, not from Chriſts bood of attonemas 
All theſe bave T kept from ' my youth up. Hl 
he is coptident, not from Chrifts comug un, 
2be Law : hence he is diligent in Prayer, & 
but- careleſs of the way of Faith 3 henceiti 


is no way taken up with whatChriſt hath digi 
and: ſuffered - for him. Moſes is magniſport 
and Chrift is lighted : Daties are (et up,{Min 
Faith negleQed : Yorks advanced and thei 
4p, and Faith is little heeded or looked auti 
How few arc there, who count themigghar, 
wholly deſtitute of every good thing, E p- 
380 di 


They lay not the weight of Salyation:uponÞf by 


| Their wantof ſaving Humiliation. 2 


mn what that comes from themſelves : they will 
ary have a Bridge of Duties, that ſhall carry them 
eld over the Gulph of cternal miſery : they hope 
ying ro quench Hell Fire by+ their tears. Alas ! 
An; ſome years ago, you might as well have 
ck: drawn Water out of the Flint, as tears from 
; a; them; but the caſe is altered : ©* I was blind, 
i; © but now I (ce the deſerts of fin, which I 
#** (aw not before 3, I ſee it isa fearful thing to 
* © fin againſt God, and now I bewail my fins, 
reth<©* and am ſorry at heartforthem;. ſure my 
Ip condition is mended, I thank God I am wot 
© as other men, nor as once I was my (elf, 
het}** I hope by my tears to waſh away roy fins. 
uffAll the while Chriſt lieth without doors, the 
e tifSoul is a firanger to Faith in Chrift, he fees 
t ſnot his inſufficiencies, he fees not his unwor- 
hineſs to go to Heaven and Glory, he ſees 
meamot his inability ro think a good thought, he 
Hethopes without a Chrift he can do ſomething. 
If he did judge his condition hopeleſs, he 
Ewould tremble, and have no reſt in himſelf, 
nceKill God hath delivered him 3 he would fee an 
| {abſolute neceffity of obtaining Chriſt and his 
h dgightcouſneſs, and he would be put off with 
-n{pothing elſe. But O! how hard a work do 
{Minifters find it, firſt to take off men. from 
{their fins, and then from confidence in''their 
fduties? We tell men, Chrift will have no 
mſiQharer* in the glory of (aving loſt-man; but 
ng, cople will at leafi have their works andChrift, 
;- GEo divide the ſpoyles, to ſhare in the glory 
pondf bringing back -loſt Souls to God. We ad- 
PM: B 4 - vile 


grace of God by Jcſus Chriſt, but upon ſome- 


24 Their miſcarriages about Soul-troubles, | - 
viſe men.to lay. no weight on their duries, but\up 
tolean alone on. Chriſts merits; but. in vain.*the 
Chriſt faith, If ye. ſeek me, le thiſe go thein'the 
way, theſe datier as well , as theſe fins; but be 
the deaf car 15s turned, and we find it much rig 
eafic to perſwade men, their fins will damn the 
them, than. their duties, whilſt Chriſt is there-?rig 


by negleGed. :chi 

| | : ON, 

: thei 

288884) did 
SIISIISEISELSICLL IT hem 

| | : bin 

. |  +tefſt 

| Ito 1 

Their miſcarriages about their Soul. ; _ 

| Ir oubles. 1 « 

$4 01 

---.-— FF the Spirit of the 'Lord have convincel ** tc 
—_ men of their danger by their fins, and thei, ** 71 
Sal trou- -Own righteouſneſs ; that they Rill ſee God an! ** 07 
bles. gry with them,and if their ſouls remain unda © p' 


trouble and difquiet; yet are they not guilt ** a1 

of ſforne, if not all, of the following miſcar * 

rages ? * C] 
Few juſtife @. How few are there that juſtifie God 3 Fel - ( 
| | accept of the puniſhment of theic iniquitic, | 
they: do not ckar God, as they ſhould, fron ny by 
all unrightcouſneſs. Commonly proud heart 's 
ſyell- and fume againſt theſe methods of Gol, 15 
Though the Ack of their hearts be lat th lc 
Open ' before them , yet they fall not dow! .. © 

My : upol 


s, : Their miſcarriages about $oul-troubles. © 


but {upon theix faces . in. the acknowledgement of 
in.*their unworthine(s of mercy : few charge 
bes themſelves, and acquit God. They. cannot 
but be brought to. give God the glory of. his 
ach righteoutneſs, if he ſhould condemn them to 
mqthe pit of hell : they. do not willingly and up- 
r&-/rightly own the deſert of damnation, and 

:charge therſclves with it, as their due porti- 

on, and moſi juſt inheritance. 

' their cheeks to bim that ſmiteth, as the Church 


75 | 


Few give Lam. 3.30. 


: did : they do not ay, I will bear the indigna- ' Mic. 7. 9. 


4 - tion of the Lord, becanſe 1 bave ſraned againſt 
Ezra. 9.13. 


: bim , or with Ezra, thow haſt puniſhed us 
: leflthan our iniquities bave deſerved, ox with 
: Daxpel, O Lord ! Righteouſneſt belongeth nn- 
| to thee ; but wnto us conſuſion of face. How 
: ſeldome do. you hear Profeſſours with this 
? Conf. fſion in their mouths, © Lord, I am 
! *© chy creature, and thou mayſt do with thy 

« creature what pleaſcth thee ; Ir pleaſed thee 
' to put thine 1mageon me, to create me 5p- 
: © r;ght, but I have ſought out many inventi- 
: «0x5, | bave fold my (elf. for nowght, 1 have 
* + preferred the. Devils work before thine, 

* and therefore thou maiſi abhox me, and 


[i 


« crew, and if I fcel ſome ſparks of hell fire 
* (in thy wrathfull preſent frowns ) it is of 
« thy rich patience and mercy, that they are 
<< but ſparks; if thou caſt me off for. ever, it 
; *©ts but what I have deſerved long ago, it 


ol «< isof the Lords mercy, that T was not hur- 
Jail *f led from che womb or cradle to hell, be-- 


wi © cauſc of my native finfulneſs, but wo is me, 
poſ 


<< vive me my portion among the damned 


Dan.9.7,8. 


we - 


Pal. 51.4. 


Few wil- 
lingly un- 
der Soul- 
trouble. 
Hol. 2.6. 
Rom. 8.15. 


Their miſcarriages about Soul-troubles,” 


7 


<« | have provoked the pure eyes of thy ploti ha 


© ous Majeſty dayes without number. I hay 
* been a Rebel of a long ſtanding again 
©* thee, my will hath been juſiling and quir. f 
* relling with thine theſe many years, an 


© therefore if I be (ent to hell, thou o j; 


'* righteous and clear when thou judgeſt. I ca 
\* blame none fave my (elf, if 1 periſh ever 
« laftigly, though I have many fears an{ 
& * loxxows on me; yet bleſſed be God, the; 


* are not ihe forrows of hel), thanks 'be tt 


* the Lord, that I am not yet among thi 
© damned ones, roaring in the Pit of hell 
Few bclicve they deieryc damnation ; heng 
Souls are murmuring at ny ati}:Gtion, at th: 
loſs of 'an Hysband, Child, Eſtate, &c. as i 
God had dealt hardly with them, in depti 
ving them thus. 

How few Profeſſors , when under Soul 


troubles, are willingly under them ? They 


not the advantage of having their way bedg\ 


*þ with theſe thorns. They do not receive t& 
Spirit of Bondage. They do not accept this 


puniſhment ; They take it not kinely at God: 
hands, Their troubles are involuntary, few 
kindly works that I meet with among awake 


ned and fiartled Profcflours ; they arc hell 
in the chains againſt their will, How manj 
are afraid of forrow for fin ? Some think it. 
will ſpoil good faces, and their beauty maj, 
be loſt throvgh their croublcs 3. but other 
think it will bring them to deſpair, and there 
fore farewell to ſuch a Prezcher ; he is too; 
terrible for their Souls. Hence Sawl _ 

ave 


ta] 


na A Q 


HS SAL 


 - Wi, 


les} 
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: have his barp to divert him, the Cards mult be 
! taken up again, fome merry Books, fome Ro- 


* mances muſt be read, perhaps a Play may be 
; ſeen, jovial frothy Company muft bez cailed 


in, and all this, to divert the Soul from mind- 
ing its danger, leſt it be ſwallowed' up of 

cief, or ſome unskilfal and urfaicthful Em- 
perick ſhall be fent for, to ſow pillows under 
him, thzt he may ſl:cp the quieter. Few 


: (Daniel-like) when their cogitations much Dan. 7. 3% 


trouble them, fo that their comntenances are 
changed in them,. keep notwithſianding the 
matier in th:iir hearts, How few are active 
in their Soul-troubles ? Retire, and go alone 


- that they may ſearch che Scriptures, and ran- 
| ſack their hearts in order to contrition and 
: homiliztion of their hearts ? How few are 


* gladded by any portion of Gods word, that 


+ fear che whip, and fo they houle. 


: brings their finfulneſs and felf-ulnefs to re- 
+ membrance, and caufeth any meltings of 
; heart, and humblings of Souls under it ? How 
* do ſome Profcfiours quarrel with their Mini- 
- fiers, and ſnarlat the Books, that give them 
| frouble of Spirit ? : 

3. Hw few mouyn for Sin upon Spiritual Few mo::ra 
accounts ? That their God is diſhonoured 9" ſviritial 
' (their gpod and gracious God, who hath done 
{ fo much for them, &c.) doth not chieflpcut 
. theirhearts; Againſt thee, thee only bave I fin- pal, 5554; 
; med, and done #his evil in thy fight; but per- 
' haps they are troubled for wronging them- 
.. felves, endangering themſelves, &c. They 


cryas dogs :. when they have done a fzult, they 


4. How 


Few re- 
forming 
and be- 
Jieving 
mourners! 


Few ſeek 
comfort, 


aright. 


Few mourn 
for unbe- , 


kef, 


Their awiſdarriages about Soul-troubles. | 


4+ How many Profe eſſour's mourn for they, - 
frns, yet live in the continued pradice of them?| 
Notwithfanding their tears 3 yet cher heary' 
are in league with their luſts : Thus, like the! 
Scolds at Billingſgate, they are ſoon out | Cong 
in again with (heir /:45 3 bur few while 
mourning for their fins ace follcitous and: 
carefull which way God inay have fatisfaGion: 
for the injuries, that have been done unto} 


him : Thc moarnirg of many Profeſfoun! 


laks no-lopger than the crouble of Confcience!; 


as ſoon as the guilt of fi:1 42 removed (as they: 
hope, ) iheix mourrng cc aleth, though the 


firength of ſin be as great as ever: 


5. Among the muliitudes prefe ſing Religh 
on, how many ſick for grace, in os t0 they" 
comfort ? (Joy, Pcace, Comfort, bing thei 
great end) but how few ſeek for comforts in or- 


der to grace 


6 How few moxrn for the ſlightings " 


Chrift ? (Iris more natural and fo more caſt: 


to mourn for fins againft the Law, than thoſe: 
2gunft Chriſt and his Goipel, ) Therefore ul 


there be many tears ſhed for negl. & of Pray- 
cr, for Theft, Pcrjury, &c. yet how few are 
found mournipg for undervaluing and rejec- 


vg Chriſt 3nd his Tenders ? whoſe Soul crics_ 


out,, © O ! how unkind have I been to 
<« Chriſt? O 7 that he ſhou!d come out of his 


« Fathers Bofumec for mc, come under the. 
Law, yea Dye for me; and yet I ſhould" 


* keep him out of Goors : that the Son of 


« God, tia: the brizkrenſs of the Fathers: 
' olory, _ 85e ex.reſ Imaze of bis perſon, 
TX. , + the 


at: | Their miſcarriages, as to &c. 29 
ay © the wpbolder of all things by the word of bs Heb. x. 3. 
ths | «* power, when be bad by bimfſelf purged our 

the- ©* Ji, and ſote down on the right hand of the = 
on © Majeſty on high, ſhould ſfioop fo low, as KEV: 3. 20. 
teh < to ſtand at the door, and kpock, and yet that 

7. 4*T ſhould not let him in > brcak heart, break 

og, © Into ſmall duſt, be trembling all over for 

neos © {by unkindneſſes 'to fo great, fo rich, fo 

wont © gooda Fri:nd.'O wretch that have been / 

as © What ! mire kingneſs to my Dog, my 

oY ** Cat, &c ? It my Dog be whining at the 

« « door, he hath admittance, and yet thou 

"© ſhur our 1 O, I 2bhor- my ſelf in daft b:fore 
-:- * thee. J meet with few of theſe mourners. 
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- CHAP. V. 


-arly' 


and: 


: iſs Their ignoranceof Chrift : their ſerving 
3y- their turns of Chriſt : their making 
are” » baſe capatulatior:s with Chriſt. 


R- 

ns Ow many are ignorant ef Chrift, and Tootoo 
Fes > bg of What uſe be is t9 per:ſhing Souls £ Many 1g- 
l 


They Know no more the Gf of God, than 2orant © 


; 4 : | Chriſt. 
1 2 the Samaritan Woman did © they know not = 
va x TR. þ an "i oh ; 

of what an cxcellent'gift Chriſt is, thz* he is the Johns. 10: 


Fountain of living Watcr, and therctore ark 
: '. nothirg of him. Itis one thing to bear of a 
+ Chriſt, and anotber thing to know Chiifi, How 
he | {ew 


Joi. 5. 12, 


Prov, 8. 
352 36. 


Pha). 3. 735 
0, 7). 


. knowleage of Chrift Feſus my Lord ; for mba 


1 Cor. 2. 2. 


Pial,73.25, 


| comated loff 


Their miſcarriages, as fo 


few know Chrift to be their only. Life 2 FFI 
you did believe, that he that bath the Suf%© 
bath life; and be that hath not the Son of Gab 

: And that who findeth = 


fea me ( Chi) 1 love rote Upon 
Conviction, what would you not give fo 
Life ? E/au will part with his Birth-right, f 
preſerve his Life. The Woman will "oy : 
with all her Eftate, 
to ſecure her {elf from the grave. 
bleſſings we value Life moſtly, but few hay LI 
ſuch eftcems of Chrift, Few can ſay, ! rH: 
Paul, What things were gain to me, thoſe | c Ch 
for Chriſt : yea doubthſi, and ' | 
count all things but loft, for the excellency of LH, nk __ 
1 have ſuffered tbe hfi of all things, and i = 
count them but dung, that I may win : Chriſt, 2d 
and be found in him, not having mine on. bh , 
righteonſneſt, which i4 of the Law, but th _ 
which' is through the faith of Chrift, the righ Ds 
teouſnefi which is of God by faith. I data; Mo | | 
mined not to know any thing, Fam Feſus Chriff reſt 
and him crucified. Or with David, Wh; h 
have I in Heaven but thee ? and there is nt Wk 


z1p0n Ezrth that 1 df re beſt des thee. Few lod". 


on Chriſt as the Original of their Life, tha, , 
they muſt live, move, and bave their being W.f 
Chriſt and from Chri t alone 3 that they ar. ” 
dead without him ; and hence their defi ro. 

arc not after him. 


If you knew, that yol 
wat! 


| believing in Chriſt, | ; I 
| ve Chriſt more than Bread and Water, then | i ; 
a fro age 5. out, Lord, give me Chritt, 
_ > riſt, None but Chrift, in him is 
ny - p, in him is my falvatibn. He 1s the 
wi _ = = __ good affetions, and of” 
Ee Ee cated Bias 
uſetuln 
4 A epmſr more than another "tage" _ - 
= o_ m_ nor comelineſ(, and when we ſhall 1ſa.53.23- 
7 oy; y is 20 beauty, that we ſhould de- 
—_ - is deſpiſ:d and rejefed of men. 
—_ ye and be damned, without a 
| ho P , - :  # know it not, hey know DO 
af ons rift Zr, and no good that Chriſi 
"I S, 
1 Sealy, a may fv thr cn fo fr 
cir ow > their turns 
: a _—_ their = end 22 Ch 
mp ll par ras m_ 
nw” have fayed off from yl yr —_— 
| n7Fhag rey" rift as Jong as they 
ow po fy : _ whe worldly Eomforts, 
_ z they have tryed Duties, 
y — 'S - —_ reſt; and. therefore, in the 
4 © nrgeS'? cir Spirits, they muſt bave Chriſt 
by Fo £4 im, as may give them quiet and 
Teri _ my of the bands and fetters 
{mae on eld under the Law; they py 
” _ c : ered from Sathan that tor- 
hy > rn _— _ the fins that now ſtare 
3 +> as." _ : they groan under the weight 
" oo O__ od, but not under the han. 
cis bar + ban as a Tormentou 1 mn-Ye! 
a _P 1s flill Lked well coghs 
& ws, © ! 


_ 


= 


32 Their miſcarriages, as to \' 
«*O ! I im afraid I ſhall to Hell. Oy; 

_ © there be no other way to eſcape, by : 
* chrough Chrift, O ! 'then for a Chf | 

«then Sermons and Minifters are welcon ; 

«in hopes of bringing in (not 'fo much. | 

« Chritt, as) peace, and comfort to | j 

'* rroubled Spirit. So that men uſe Chrits ; 

fick mien cake meat, not for love of it, 7 
liking.to it ( for their Stomachs rife agy; d 

ic;) but for fear of death, which makes '<&# £0 

force themſelves to eat. Though many ca « 

co Chriſt, it is by conſtraint, not willing fr 

not with delight, ,not as an healthy ««. 

comes to a full cable, ro feed with pleala. th 

Many to avoid a gpreater miſchief, to ail: ſaj 
damnation, to aol eternal torments wil. m 

Chriſt in their ſore extremities : they will cd 
make large confeſſions, take 'up- great 'reli; Se 
tions agunlt their fins, pray to God, # be 
with vehemency and conſtancy, fo 'as 0 bec 
never praycd b:fore z but upon cafe toi I a 
impoſtumed matter, upon recoveries out? be 
their troubles, they become if not /proſſs Wt 


Encmics 3 but if. we flay bere, we. periſh ith 
as Lagics uſc Litters, xo carry them over v#i 


, | SR  Lelieving 3 FL Chriſt; 


2h 1 dirt: or as we uſe g Pent-houſe, —_ the 


| Scorm, and then Farewell; or as Paſſengers 
nf che Boat, they cry vehemently 4 Boat, s Boat, 
con and as ſoon as they arc Ferried over the deep, 
uh: farewel to the Boar, chey think no more of 
ot it. When be ſw them, then they ſought bim: 
nt; and they returned and enquired early after Gad. 
it, Then, never before, and never after. - Un- 
gu. doubtedly, multitudes have bcen affrigbred to 
& Chriſt, who were never truly and throughly 
"COL. eoveerted co him , and have Icfe their Sins 
ing. from compulſion of their Juagement, not from 
7 i the propenſion of their wil: not from. any love 
aſl. they have born to Chbrift : they love to be 
an; ſafe, but fill kate robe bog, O! O ! how 
wil. many arc hercin dcluded, who have pretend- 
Id cd a great deal of love to Chrift, whilſt baſe 
reli, Self, the love of plcafure and calc , and \to 
d, k; be exempted from hoxsrors and fears , hath 
F < been the Bias that hath drawn them to Chriſt? 
to I appeal to thy Conſcience, whether Chrift 
out? be valued, be look'd after, fave in a firait ? 
rol; When exouble is upon thee, then this Phyli- 
16,5 cian is ſent for; bur when the pang is over, 
T; the Phyficians company is too chargeable, is 
, Thno way dcfirable; the ſooner he turns his 
Ste back » the better. When Women are great 
rt: w:With "Child, and when Mcn and Women 
r oc both, hear it thunder, and fcc it lighten, 
as {when the Arrows of the Lord fly thick , and 
;@ great mortality. is {weeping many co the 
mtGrave , O ! chen how ſhill I get Chriſt? chen 
3p FB00ks are \read, Sermons heard and valued, 
er (Prayers not negleRed ; bat when the fears of 
| C dcath 


33 


Plal.93.34; 


24 Their miſcarriages, as to 
Pſal.4. 6, deathare over, O ! then who will ſhew u; ay 
Eph. $ 16. good ? Then Redeem loft time, not for Gy 

and Souls, but for theyWorld; then head an{ | her 
cars in the world again, then ſecret Prays 
15 neglcaed;. then the Bible lies 1n a dufh;,:., 
corner, not viewed, till the-next fiorm ai, grv 
and then Chrift muſtbe awakened with, a 
Mark 4:38. ſter, careſt thou not that we periſh? IT will ie 
you what your Minifters have told you ET 
fore, Sin and the World were your Companinjy mY 
in dayes of bealth, eaſe and peace, and Chij,1;. 
your defire in cloudy dayes. Is it not fo? Ch, 
ChriR in the day as well as in the night, lig;1, 
ebief between thy breaſts , thou haſt cauſety,,,, 
ſay, Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul , and allthy,. 
& within me blefi his Holy Name. But I kay, 
wolt pitch on Chrift for themſelver, and vic. of 
— for Chriſt, Chrift in the time of Contagiqn, 
ſhall go for ſomething ; but Chriſt in dayesgy;1; 
health and eaſe ſhall be valued no more _ 
meer Chimera, a Cipher, a Nothing. It ishy 
thing to take Chrilt to pacifie the Confeieaind 
and another to take him to purifie the be wi 
An #nquzet Conſcience 1s to moſt a greatfor 
burden ,. than an inſenfible, ſeared, , and fther 
Iuted Conſcience, thin an impure heart. Olbeſk; 
Repent of'thy juglings with Chriſt. They dhear 
Pfal. 18 36. flatter him with their mouths, and they lihaſc 
unto bim with their tongues. They pratend een 
- come to Chriſt, in order to ſervice and obedi mm 
ence,, when all the whilc they ſerve __ 
on Chriſt. Shri 
Baſe Ca Thirdly, How many beve baſs Capitu 
— with With Chrift ? Many come running to Gbri 
Chyft. 7] - 


an: 


believing in Chriſt. - 

' ON nd ack bim, ( as the mann the Goſpel ) 
Gol Good Maſter, what ſhall I do, that 1 may n- Mark 19. 
lan porie eternal ifs 2 Chriſt tells him and them, 17:21:22. 
YC Go thy way , ſell whatſoever thou haſt , ana 
lu 1geve to the poor , and thou ſhalt have treaſure 
Tit: heaven , and come, teke up the Croſs, and 
Msfolow me; But as he, fo they are difcontent- 
ed, And bews ſad at that ſaying, and went 
Waway grieved, for he had great Peſſeſſtons. 
MAlndoubtedly many Hypocrites have fome 

"glimpſe of Chriſis glory, and they run to 
? !Chritt, whitfi others deride him ; but they 
, Mike not the Price that Chrilt fets; They would 
fc have Chriſt.on their own terms. Chrifis terms 
flare to have the Heart z My Son, give me _ 730 
kigby heart; Do not lendit only, but give; give 
; Vze cheerfully, give it preſently, give me 1t now: 
tg{Now, that it 15 called to day, To day, if ye Heb.3.7,8. 
yeo\lgill hear his voice, harden not your hearts, as | 
hg; the provocatim. Give me thy heart, to be 
 SM-zmed and faſhioned by me , to be ſtamped 
ienigrid ſealed by me; be no longer thine own : 
ber, will not be content thou lend me thy heart 
reatfor a Sabbath, or for a day of prayer , and 
d fthen that thou call for thine heart agein, ard 
Obcttow it upon thy Juſts ; give me thine. 
'y dhceart, and do rot fell it for baſe ends, for - 
y liaſe reſpets; give me thine heart, do not 
endeev it to thy (elf; lay up and leave thine heart 
obeliy my hand, for me to keep it for -thee. But 
wſeilas ! how ſhamefully do we break with 
/- Shri? We wxld live as we lift, and do as we 
7 We are content to give Chriſt the body, 
Fe outward man, the ear, the tongue , the 
do... CA -- mn 


7 


36 Therr miſcarriages, as to 
head, &c. but we relerve our hearts fy «, 
the ſervice of the World and of Sin : or fn FO 

. are peiſwaded to give the heart; yetitisby, | 
a devided heart, not the whole heart, but! ,, - 
Mat.22.37, piece of it. Thow ſhalt love the Lord thy G the 
with all thine beart, faith Chrift; but Pide, 
Covetouſacls, and Voluptuoufneſs woul,, 

fain have a ſhire 3 hence no full clofiogs b! 


Ee YCal 
eween Chritt and many Profeſſors; Chritt a,” 


they part. They, as fome Cuttomers , fb, 
to commend the wares, but they like thi, - 
money better. Few fe thernſclves fo ny; 4 
ſcrable without a Chriſt ; as to come, | 
to the price. Their curſed Leagues wiy;p 
baſe Lufts bind chem {o faſt in Chains, h,,,,, 
they cannor, they will not come up to Chity,,,j 
propoſals, to Chritis demands 3 they wþh;m 
| treat with Chrift on no other cerms, uilg q 
they may have the pleaſures of Sin, and tyc 
fulfill the lufis of the fAl.ſh 3 but if Conſciaghe 
be diſquietcd , and troubleſome, then thpheix 
make new offers, they will leave manyhers,' 
#bey will except but one ; There is but onefþ ur | 
ception they have, andif that may be ac@nhe 
cd, then they are Chiifts3 they have butTha 


reſerve, Thele Swine are contented #0 Kh 


2 Pet. 2. t#he poYutions of the World , through #be wor-t 
20,22. ledgeof the Lord and Saviour Jeſu ChrifiChri! 
they may have one mire to return to., lng F} 


þ 


believing in Chriſt. 
ul «The Lord be merciful to me, If 1 bow in th, 
| houſe of Rimmon. No, faith Chriſt, At, or 
by noue, Jf the Conſcience be not quiet upon 
Uithis; then, as Marriners throw overboard 
G their g>0ds, their Jewels, their Bales of Silk, 
1.14 oiher plcaſanc Warcs IN a Tempeſi , O 
Wea the Veiſ:], which they wiſh for in a 
' ®Calme, and labour fo fetch up again, if it be 
Upofliblr, when the Storm is over: So many | 
(ep, feſſs wii part from all the praftice of fin, 
UWthrow all over hoard , as the Marriners 
Agid Fonab, though much againſt theis wills, 
Kin hopes of riding out the ſtorm, and #ben 
wif for their lufts apain, yea, with the Dog, 2 Pet. 2.22. 
| Wrerxern wnto the Vomit , and with the Sow t0 | 
Why allow in the Mire. Doubtleſs many, ( like 
} him, who had a mind to his Kinſman's land, 
Wand would hare paid the purchaſe-moncy, 
d ltþuc likcd not tie terns of marrying Rat». ) 
citT hey would have Chritt by the purchaſe of 
1 fligheir duties ; they hope by the Stock of Pray- 
nyJers, Tears, and Obcdience to purchaſe Chritt 
mibut will not match with Chiiti, and have the 
KKJnheritance by that way of convcyance, 
butThat man liked Rutb's means, but not Rutl,'s 
0 ehoch and wany like ſomewhat of Chrilt, but 


e not-his Perſo7r, not a! of Chrift,; rhey like 
rifChrifts pleaſant Summers, but not his pinch- * 
Wng Vinters ; love and like his Heaven, but -— [<d W-/. 
Þot bis ſevere Commandments ; they like his {+77 © OE 
rif PG acrifice, but not his Service. Many Ped=£ 44 
1 18 G7g Cuſtomers Chriſt hath, but few, very few, 
at &ho will come roundly up to Chrifts offers, 
ed 4 take ay off his hands. They would take 

EY "I. off 


3s Their mil carriages, ato | 
off his Mercy, his Peace, his Righteouſneſt; þ « 
not his Spirit, his Grace, his Holineſs, 6' « 
What faith Chrift? © It you will haven « 
© Comforts, you muſi have me too , if x « 
& Pargons, my Perſon t00 you muki ti « 
* Me, as well as Mine; you muſi have MN « 
* as well as my Heaven, This makes many, «« 
away ſorrowful. Again, ** If you will havet, « 
8 <« (faith Chriſt ) you muſt be at forme a «« 
* at ſome pains and trouble to enjoy m; «©, 
*nothing of Me, or Mine is got with), « 
<« difhculty and induſtry ; your cold Pray; < 
<&< muſt not ſufhice,” your lazy hearings aren, « 
_<* enough ; you muſt watch your bearts ah, << 
; "0 day long , you mutt make a Covenant n, © , 
© your eyes , and keep your lips , as will «| 
* bridle. Arc ye fo contented ? Oh!: «; 
* (faith the flothful Profefſor ) I would . « f 
«to Heaven on a Feather-bed, I would: «« 
« contented to Pray now axd then, Mor, * ] 
«and Evening, fo I may be at my ownl4 *C 
© poſe all the following hours. Heayken (, © y 
Pſalm 45. ** Danghter ) and conſider and encline thine u; © a 
0, 1l. forget alſo thine own people , and thy Fath, © 1 
& houſe. So ſhall the King greatly defire |; C 
« beanty; for be it thy Lord, and worſhip tl : 
* bim. Three Allis 1 expe you part Wb 
«(faith Chriſt. ) xr. All yorer ſmifal luſts, 4©*tc 
« the wayes of the old Adam; Our Fath- 
« baxſe. Ever ſince Adams apoltafic, G,. 
* and man have parted houſes. Ever fin 
«our Fathers houfe is an houſe of il] mi, 
« nexs, an houſe of fin and wickedneſs. 1 


I. $5.7; * the e wicked forſake his way, and the wa. 


believing in Chriſt. 39.. 
b © 0ur man his thoughts : and let him return unto 
&' © the Lord, and be will have mercy upon bim ; and 
Fa, *< 29 owr God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
fo «©, Al your worldly advantages. By faith Moſes Heb. rr. 
tl © hen he was come 10 years, refuſed to be called *4125126- 
' N. © rhe Son of Pharaoh's dawghter, chooſing ratber 
DY,> ** 20 ſuffer afliGion with the people of God, than 
'el © #0 enjoy the pleaſures of ſin for a ſeaſon 5 efteem- 

a. © ing the reproach of Chrift greater riches than 
Wn: be treaſures in Egypt; for he had refped 
tho, © wnto the recompence of the reward. If any man 
raft: ©* come 20 me, and bate not bis Father and Mo- Luk,14.26. 
ret, © ther, and IWife, and Children, and Bretbren, 

ali. ** and Siſters, yea, and bi own life alſo, be cannot 
tn, © be my Diſciple. He that hath all theſe muſt 
Pill: ©* be ready to part with all; they arc joyn'd 
117 © not disjunRively, but copulatively. 3. All 
Id - ** ſe (elf-will, felf-righteouſnets , (elf-ſuffici- — 
ad *encies, fſelf-confidences, and felf-ſeifings. 
204 ** But, Oh! how do many pretenders to 
vn(4 © Chriſt hate theſe Propoſals? I can tell you 
n (.,** what marfy of your terms are; I will have 
22 u; © a Chriſt, if 1 may live as I liſt, and love as I 
"aths, ** ift ) and walk as I lift; Vie indent with 
ire |; <* Chriſt to make much of him when my Con- 
p ils ** ſcience gnaws and troubles me, fo I may 

© w., © but diſmiſs him, when I have ſung Lullaby 

ks, i» to Conlcience. | 

oth: 

, 6, 

fin 
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Many de- 
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Jam. 4- 14. 
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CHAP.VI. 


In 

Their delayes to cloſe with Chriſt, 'Ch 
|  Fatl 
My | Ing 
OW- many do delay in their comin Ch 

. A Chrit 2 And O! what indignitiz7þ; 


4y. 


.are hercia pur upan Chrift 2 How long diybe 


be ftand af the doors of ſinners, ere they |\T.ig 
him in. My bead ( faith Chriſt, ) is filed nifins 
dew, and my hcks with the drops of tbe nighat] 
Thovgh he limit finners to « day, To dytto 
ye will bear bis voice, &c. Though owr life tho 
even 4 vapour that appeareth for a little tutrif 
and then vanifpeth away, ready every momtRiair 
to expire 3 though we muſt needs peritharu 
be damned, if we believe not in him beſiver 
we dye He that believeth not, ſhall be danſhav! 
ed ; though now i the accepted time, thoythis 
che Spizit may never invite more: My fjfo fi 
ſhall not alwayes ſtrive with) man; though to : 
are wo! ſure of one day of grace more ;, yet hicom 
do many hazard their eternity rather thdon 
they will be yet bcholding to Chriſt for 
and Salvation ? Though they may have x 
Righteouine(s, his Redemption , his Spill 
his Image, his Heaven, his Glory, his Lo® 
his Honors, his Inheritance by coming #er! 
him;yes what trifling delayes are mens haifed 


: | believingin Chriſt. 47 
{filled with? Though they are aQually con- 
— by the Law for their Capital Off.n- 
y ices, for high Treaſon againft che Majeſty of 
ZHeaver, and' pardons be offered freely by 
Jetus Chriſt unto them, if they will but ac- 
\cept of him and them, yet fo is Chriſt fall'n 
an theaccompr of th:m, who yet are nominal 
« Chriftians, that they will hazard their Souls, 
Father chan they will yet bz fo much bchold- 
Ing co Chrift. This defperate enmity againſt 
im Chriſt and his offzrs is the condemning, fin. 
niti27þis is the condemnation, that light is come into Jolv 3. 19. 
2 d'pbe rworld, and men loved Darkmft rather than 
ey Light, becauſe their deeds were evil. All other 
d nifins are nothing to this; what ? when God 
hath limited thee to A diy, wilt thou, darcſi 
a ttou carcleſly miſpend that one day, when 
life thou art not fure of another ? Believe it, your 
e titrifling delays are more hidcous fics, do more 
omtfiain your fouls, and provoke God, than L 
thaErunkenneſs and unnatural lufts in fuch, as ne- bh 
behver had one of your Calls. How dareſt thou, 
dmpaving fo many wayes tranfgreſſcd againſt 
hoythis God, having provoked him to wrath by 


5 h yed the Devil ſome weeks, moneths, or 


years 


42 


2 Tiacl.le7, 


Their miſcarriages, asto _ 
years longer ? '\Yhen thou haſt ſpent all y«, 
flowre of thy time and ſtrength in the (enycc} 
of Hell ? Muſt Then Chrift have the dreg; «c, 
thy :im? ? Muſt he have nothing but Sathy«} 
wings ? O | Doubtlels for theſe delays} | 
Cheitis wrath ready to: be powred out up; «, 
this Nation to the uttertmoti. The Lord jycc | 
| 8 a 0 vo 
ſus fol] be revealed: from Fleaven, in flams$* c 
fre, taking vengeance on $1 that ovey Wilalo 
(oſpe? of our Lord Fejns Chriſt : By dclayzſtri 
to hearken {o Ciuilis calls and invitutzehe 
thou telleft Chriſt t© his face, that ne 1s Eehe 
altogeibtier iovely, inat he is not the faircizRy 
ten thouiand, that there 15 fomewnat inyGo 
ſervice and the Deviis, that is. more defingly, 
than what can b:* had in Ciuifts, And aan 


- thou imagine fuch BJſpvemy, viz. *( Toltbzc 


Ehrift to his face, that thou valueſi thy l,Fer 
above the enjoyment of him, ) is not p.obe/ 
voking ? O ! if ever theſe come -over land 


to Chriſt, if Chrifts patience be exteayhea 


-7 w 


Y 


yet longer, and they be at length wont?.Loe 
kim; How will they b:fool themſelves tir 
they came into Chrilis ſervice no ſoonÞer: 
Nimis ſero te amavi. © © ! I have loved tifo«/: 
* too late. Oh'the Joy, the unſpeakable |Þo < 
< I have loſt ! Oh the peace, that I mightyFan 


*had ! Oh the aſſurance of Gods love, Fo. 


* my Soul might have been filled with ! oul 

« the experiences of the grace of God, thiÞath 

«* might have had, if I had come into C hen 

<«< on Chriſts firſt call and intreaty | Oh WE 7 

© opportunities of ſervice, that I might 87 

*% had, when the marrow was in my t 7 Pp: 
«* yl 


| believing in Chriſt. 
Il << when I was young and freſh for duty 1 Oh ? 
ery «© How good had it been if I had born Chriſts 
914 *z0ak, C ſooner.) in my youth ? O the many 
ath;< fins that IT have bten guilty of ! On! how 
lays)<< long, withitood 1 the Grace of God, and 
t ups © prieved the Spirit of God ? Oh ! What a 
dj; burden . was I to Chriſts Miniſters, and 
LmzF* much more to Chriti himſelf ? Bue God 
wt alone knows, how ſoon his Spirit ſhall ceaſe 
lajyſtriving with theſe poor Souls, and how long 
tattzehey ſhall be within a capacity of obeying 
1s trthe Heavenly Call, The ferwes have a 
re[3Rule, that if a man vowes any ſervice to 
in\God bcfare he dyes, he muſt do it preſent- 
lily, becauſe he may dye preſently. Death 
d aand Hill are defcribed coming on Hſe- 
Toizþack, in full fpecd : Ask thy elf therefore 
iy kFeregiah's queſtion, Can T ont-run or eſcape 
Mt p.8bcſe Horſemen £ However, through the great 
xr land wonderful averſeneſs there 15 in mens 
ctexghearts from Chriſt, they ſtay and linger, like 
7one;Lot in Sodom, that if God do not work a 
es {miracle upon them, and for them, they will 
oonper: ſhin the flames. They know 'what the 
ed tfocl:þ Virgins loſt by their delayes all is one, 
ble [ho coming. to Chriit, as Jorg as poſſibly they 
he Fan make any ſift to live without him, and 


£ 


75 Four an Almighty powegexert it ſelf on their 


h !Þouls, to make them willing of a Chriſt. One 


. thibath a Fife, another a Toak of Oxen, all of 
3 Cithem tome buſineſi or other to detain them for 
Gi preſent txom Chriſt, They do not utterly 
he b#*25 to come, but at preſent they have ſuch 
| boſmp;oyments, as that chey haye no preſent 
« wt} free- 


45 


Lam, 327. 


Rev, 6. S. 


Fer. 12. 5. 
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freedom to wait upon him. The Son of Ganec 

mult darice aitendance on them, they muſilþuſcy 
banqueting with the Devi! within, and Chlhim 

mui ſtard without, yea, wait their Jeaſure, tg pl 

ehey receive himin. There arc ſeveral Jagn | 

of thete delaying Profeſſors. . gred 

Delayes to 1. Some ( and they the worſt fort ) ſiBog 
wer ag their great love to their Iuſts, and to the cnawaet 
rw. wo ſenſualities of this life , which tigbe f 
From love Jear > when they are under Chrifts yoak, thpn 
140 worldly ſhall be berezvcd of , di'ay coming to Chigyes 
Luſts. Sin hath (6 rooted it (elt in theig hearts andify3/ 
fcRions, that they are loth to take a figs b 

farewell thereof, loth to mortific their ceatgom 

ly members, Sin 15 fo prevalent with thiGoc 

that they had rather part from their righttwere: 

hand, and f:ot , than part from their fudela 

| hence thcy choak their Convidions what thJiev: 
/ can, admit of any pleaſures and diveſiSon 
j to wear out the impreſſimns that are madio re 
their Conſciences , that they may fill /odge Je / 

in their boſims , and not come to Chiwf bi 

hence they labour to quench the Spirit of (#f © 

and through the prevails of ſpiritual ſlothbere 

10t wſe th: means , whereby they may be l/#2ne 
converted to Chriſt. They pretend thyÞave 

defirons of Chrift , only they doubt white Gt 

Chriſt is willinz to» receive them 3; but Fe ” 

which lieth at the bottonys this, they are|Fold 

| ta leave their darling luſts, and loth to prayif ©*c* 

. walch their bearts, and to do what G 

quires andexpeRs at their hands, in orda? 
Converſion. You may imagine God 15 hi 
provoked hereby 3 for God to fend his F 

ur 


f, Am. 
S % ” 


_— 

+ 
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Manto you, the beſt Jewel that ever lay in his 
fiGoſome , and for you to neglet ahd wndervalue 
hhim, and prefer ſwiniſh /«fts before bim, "cis 
ip plain argument , that yow never ſaw ſin aright 
an its nature and effe&r, and that you do not 

. gredit God in his diſcoveries:gf the glory of his 
ſnSon. Tow do not believe you are ſo miſerable 
 cvithout a Chrift, as indeed you are 3 you ſlighty, 
 thybe pgreateſi Gift, that evcr God confrrred ups+ 
tn the children of men; you make void the 
:biggreat coxnſe!s of God , all the thoaghts of his 
ndiyiſdom and prac?, in contriving ſuch a way, 
a fas by Jcſus Chrifi, to fave you from wrath to 
erTomez you alfo frufrate the expeFations of 
thGod , for Swrely (faith God ) they will re- Mat.21.37. 
htwyerence my Son, whereas, by your trifling 
r ſfudelayes, you tel God and men, that you be- 
t tiJieve not any advantage you ſhail have by the 
ejy/$on of God ; you think it will be to your los, 
6&0 reccive in the Lord of glory. Hetells you, Pal. 35.8. 
dn Je ſha!l be abundantly ſatisfied with the fatneſs 
Chiwf bis Houſe, and ye ſhall drink of the Rivers 
of (pf bis Pleaſures. He tells you, He hath ga- Cunt $. 15 
tha bered by Myrrh , with bas Spices z He bath Z- 
xe ſayine , milk, and boney, You cry out, 1 
thy Have pit off my Coat, bow ſhall I put it on, &c. proy.. 4.34 
whitsd little more ſlumber in the Devils Lap, a lit- 
at ($/e more folding of the hands tq ſhep. Youare 
areſto!d of Foyes unſpeakable , and full of glory; of Per, 1.8. 
ray(#eace that poſſeih all underſtanding ; of eternal 4 To 
of -ife by knowing Chriſt, You are told, you Jo 0s 
rdg$2n never be reconciled unto God, but by 
 higt-Pritt 3 thac he muſt end all Controverſics 
js P<tween Chrifi, and your Souls; that He is 

TT able 
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able 10 ſave to the uttermeſt, all that come 

Reb. 7.25. God by him; that His Word is mire deſyBo, 

than gold ; yea, than much fine gold. Butgho: 

Plal.19.10. this prevails not with you. When I baihe 
| AQts 24.25, Convenient Seaſon, &c. Yet I cannot , 

Luk. 14.18, have me excuſed, He tells you, If you | 
not that T am he, you ſhall aye in your 

gand that he that believeth not the Son, ſhal har? 

ſee life, but the wrath of God abideth on bim, fhget 

mo >. 24. delayes fill. He tells you, Bleſſed ishall 

$0335. man that hearth me , and whoſo findeth (ave 

24, 35" findath life, and ſhall obtain favour of the Igai 
Rev, 3.20. Behold, I ftand at the door and knock, if Wal 

man bear my voice, and open the door, 1 wil Mall 

k to bim, and wil ſup with him, and be withlo ri 

Joh.6.35., I am the Bread of Life, he that cometh 190d, 

ſhall never bunger, and be that believeth on he 7 


ſhall never thirft. He tells you, Of ſs: 


Epheſ. Zo 


I9. | | 
Joh. x. r2, this ſeems a light matter, to be fo neat 


lated to the King of Kings. Is not if 

Englands great Provocation, to refule fo 

Rom. 8. 1. an honour and dignity ? He aſlures you, 
is 20 Condemnation to them that are in Cl dly 

And ſhall he not condemn Weretches, fore | 

ſlight the pardons that are offered to ched®tbfze 

Hcb.10.29, Theſe mult expe#t a double wrath. Of #90 n 
much ſorer puniſhment ſhall they be thought gent, 

thy, &c. Erhap 

From be2 2, Others, in imitation of the old A 
gcying believe the Devil before God, cxcdit. his 
fore Gog, Reſtions, btyond all Gods Di/covertes. 
O-! What a black grain'd Sin is this ? SaithF*#** 
Dewid, You have linned agaiuilt _ ao 
(6; - 


and enemies, you ſhall become Children, and 2 
- 


believing in Chriſt. '.47 
herefore Chriſt will not favour you : Saith 
God, Let the wicked forſake bis way, and bis x, .. Y 
thoughts, and I will abundantly pardon. Saith 
nthe Devil, You have ſinned more thay others, 
ou have provoked God exceedingly, and 
hitherefore never hope for ſaving benefit by 
Chriſis death : Saith God, Ceaſe to do evil, Tas 1: 16, 
arn 10 do well, come now, and let Ww reaſon *7**** 
pgether , though your ' fins be as ſcarlet. tbey 
pall be as white as ſnow. Sajth the Devil, You 
ave finned not only againſt the . Law, but 
painſi the Goſpel, you have neglced Chritt : 
if faith God, Every fin againſt the Son of man Tuk-12.19. 
il hall be forgiven, Saith the D:vil, You have 
;;þto right to Chriſt, it is in vain to come ; Saith 


death of a ſinner, but that he turn and live, 11. 
»w I pray coniider, whether God takes it 
ndly at your hands, that you ſhould lay 
5, flore weight on the Father of hes, than on the J<Þ: 8. 44: 
thet®bfz ' God, who bath promiſed, and cannot the ; 395 1+ 2 
of fo muſi ceaſe to be God in that very mo- 
ht gent, wherein he ceafeth ro be erue. You 
” Erhaps deceive your (elves with the Phariſies Luk,18. 1t- 
forts, Zou are not as theſe Harlots, as theſe : 
licans, no Drunkards, &c. but little think 
t you put the Lye upon God. You believe 


Jeremy more than the Friend, O ! what a 
yocation 1s this ?. 


3. Others, 


_ 


- 4 
- 


= | 


Through 
Pride, 


k 


" Their miſcarriages, as to 
3. Others, through the pride of their bed &f 
will not come (as yet) unto Chriſt. Tney Dy 
f 


no mind to ſubmit to the Righteouſneſt of fa) © 
He is judged a proud man (without a 


\ fitting on him) who when Condemuedy 


not ſubmit, will not ſtoop fo low as toy © 
cept of a Pardon. I muſt indecd corre&g 
(clf, men are willing to be juſtified: þ 
they would have their dutics to purchaſe i 
peace and che favourof God : rhey (con 
be beholding to Chrift, Thouſands wills 
and be damned rather than they will hay; 
pardon upon the ſole account. of Chriſt: & 


Tits and Obedience. - O the curſed Pride dy 


heart / When will men ceaſe to be wiſer, 
God? To limit God ? When will ret 
contented with Gods way and method d 
ving them by the blood of the Everid 
Covenant ? How dare men thus to preliy, 
ro the infinitely wife God ? Is ic not end 
for thee that thy defirufion is of thy ſelf 
mult thy Salvation be of thy {elf roo ?5 


But wilc dyefor ever, rather than be Vs 

. Ing to a plaiſter of free grace ? Wilt be pet 
ned unleſi thou maift be tbine own $ aviour ilþef 
is willing ( So God loved the World, WEigy 
gave his Sen.) Art thou fo proud, #by 
thou wilt not bz bcholding to God? 1 

wilt deſerve, or have nothing. Whalf 

I fay ? Poor thou art, and yet proud, 

hat nothing but wretchedneſs and. 


" and yet thou art falking of aP 


This 18a provocation. God refiſtesb "y | 


believing in Chriſt. 

a eſpecially the (piricually proud, He that is 
proud of his Clothes and Parentage, 1s not 

ſo contermptible in Gods eyes; as he that is 

| | proud of his Abilities, and fo ſcorne to ſubmit 

* to Sods methods for his falvation by Chrift 

and his rightcouſne(s alone. | 

4. Others , through their ignorance and 


| weakreft ſtay off from Chriſt , in bopes of 


melted, 3s ſuch and ſuch are, could they fee 


49 


Through 
hopes to 


Eworking that, which cannot be wrought without prepare 


#o Chriff, Were their hearts fo hambled and chemiclvs, 
| and make 


hemſelye 
Wall their fins ſubdued, were their hearts more FX 4g 2 
's Fitred and prepared for to lodge fo great a Chriſt. 
 O®Friend , they would then cloſe with the Pro- 
et 


Smiſes, with Chriſt; whereas they ſhould 
Tome to Chiiſt; as foon as they apprehend 
th-y are poor; blind, and naked, for them 
Tithe calls and invites. Bat alas / a fight of their 
Ay ants, isa barr cotheir coming. They would 
have the Frxirs firſt, and then the Treez have 


) 'l Who is appointed by God to be $ anFification 10 
hyShem. ) - God comes, by his Spirit, to con- 
 bilip;nce them of their ſinful nature and weak- 
els, on purpoſe, that they ſeeing their ne- 


» MiCiry of refuge, and they arc driven farther off 
, Bby the fight of. cheir tins and unwortbineſs. 
hereas they ſhould come to Chrift, as to a 
agaZine and Store-houſe, and wait on him, 
the ufe of means, tor the broken heart, 
e pure heart, and all other ſpiritual mer- 
es, which Heir Souls are yet deſtitute of, 
gut they' will not. O Faithleſs Generation £ 
D How 


— 


Feſlity of Chrift, might flye to him, as their 


Rey. 3: 175 
18, 


heir hearts purified, and then come to Chriſt 


Mar. 9. I9, 


Through 
ſeeming 
modeſty, 


%. 


 Inercies of God. © What mercyfor me ? n 


Their miſcarriages, 6s to 

How long ſpall T be with you ? bow long ſhal 
ſuffer you 2 Chriſt is put to the utmoſt of hi 
patience, to bear with Unbelief. | 

5. Others, through ſome kind of ſeemin 
modefly and tenderneſs, delay in their comin | 
to Chrift. They are afraid of abuſing the hy 
lincſs and juſtice of God, if they ſhould hop 
for any priviledge in the blood of Chriſt, a 


** a proud wretch, an rwnclean wretch, an en 
« wy #0 God, a ſlighter of bis Spirit © I « 
© ſerve nothing but Hell, what Ezaven jy 
*< me? I have affronted the Majeſiy of th , 
*great God, and what? This God beſtony | 
* Chrift on me ? Who can believe, that i ; 
© Juſt God, who turned down the glorig j, 
* Angels to Hell for one tranſgreſſion, wi 

* (ave me, who have committed more finsy ,, 
< number, than the hairs on my head, th [7 
* the ſands on the Sca ſhore ? And wif 7, 
<< Mercy for me? Shall I have a Chriſi? WF, 
* Chrift accept of me, who have wrongy (1 
< his Father and him for fo many years togh (, 
*ther? O! how long doth many an awallf ,f 
ned Soul hang in doubts and fears, ere it wth, 
venture upon Chrifts graciouſnels alone 3 uf a 
then , when the Soul hath long fiood olfyj, 
the fears increaſe. . © I have refuſed Chrififye; 
< long,z to.all my former tranſgreſſions|ne 
<« havg added this, my putting off Chriſt fg 
© Salvation, . when freely tendered , hey 
*© therefore: ſure I may not now come. 503 
now if Chrift offers them mercy, fill th&h,, 
are (carful, they cannot belicye that Civ he 


| 
þ 
4 
c 
I 
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| believing in Chriſt. 


bal} js ſerious and real, O! by theſe jealouſics 
| by of Chrif}, you provoke him not a little. You 


||} are ready to fay, This is too good news to be 
em true; What is this, but to- fay, The Goſpel 
om? ;; falſe, it is no true and faithful Word, "tis 
IC bo not to be received with all acceptation, that 
hop Jeſus Chrift came into the World to ſave the 
t, a greateſi of ſinners, blaſphemers and perſe- 
E cutors of Chriſt? This is the great Sin that 
n MY mide Chrift weep. You ſeldom find Chriſt 
I a weeping, over the Idolaters of the World : I 
ven 7 find him not weeping over. Sodom and Gomor- 
| roþh, but if Hieruſalem refuſe Chriſt, this 


| makes him weep indeed, Hieruſalem, Hiern- Luke 15. 


3 ſekm, O if thou hadft known, even thou, at 42 


leaſt in this thy day, the things that concern thy 
"vs peace ! Chriſt became a man of ſorrows, was 
acquainted with griefs,&&c, on hopes he ſhould 
ſee of the travel of bis ſoul, and be ſatisfied. 
$ It troubles Chrift to fee thee to go about to 
make God a Lyar to his Son, and co bedeni- 
by ed thy lgves and affcQtjons, for whoſe fake he 
ox ſubmitted to his Fathers frowns. O ! this fin 
4 of Unbelicf hath great unkindnels in it, and 


Ifa- 53.32 


on H *E 


4 


It Witherefore no wonder if Chriſti wpbraids for It. Mar; x6. 
c 5 Aman is properly upbraided, when as the 14. 


0d Of kindnefs that hath been done to him, is re- - 
hnifivealed to him, together with his ungrateful- 
ſ1onsfnefs, But what ſhall I ay ? So far are Souls 
rift Mfrom coming to Chriſt, that they do ſeldom 
 » Shbewail this fin, and ſeldom ſeek to God for 
- Power againſt itz and though men pretend 
il tithey cannot come to Chriſt, yet the truth is, 
t Ch hey will not ( fo Mr. Fenner, in bis wilful 
D' 2 ame, 


52 Their miſcarriages, 45 to 
 impenizency hath abundantly proved. ) 
immediate cauſe of your not coming 1s no 


- natural deficiency, but a moral oppofition of S226 
rit againſt Chriſt. 
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CHAP. VII. 


Their taking Chriſt partially : A 
conjugal affeFions : aud without co 
dering the coſt they may be at. 


Many take 5ly. 

Chriſt , to Chriſt, yet they take bim partially, Ct 

partially. ! gg 2 King, Prophet, and Prieſt, As their jj th 
They are contented he ſhall rule in (Pnec 
ny things, but not in all. Their drud 
to one or two Jufis muſt be preferred bd 
Chrifts Scepter and Government ; Some 
of Chriftts Yoak of Commandments 
will ſubmit to; but are not plcaſed 
 Chiift ſhall impoſe what he will ;/ they 

 andchooſe:; here they will obey, in anc 

thing, 1 pray have me excuſed ; few are broi 
to ſay, Lord what wilt thou bave me 11 
Any thing Lord, I am called #9 thy folns 
the man of the Eaſt was, ready to trudy# 
ter thee to the ends of the Earth. As 


believing in Chrift. | 
cy will learn of Chrift, but they mult part- 
fly lean -to their. own underſtandings , and b: 
SK aught for Dofirines , the Traditions of men. 
'They are alſo partis] in their cloſe with 
Chriſt as their Prieſt, They hope to be faved 
partly by his mediation, and partly by their 
pwn. As the Papiſts,{o many Proteſtant Pro- 
cflors are for a divided Chriſt ; few are 
r exalting Chriſt alone, fo as to renownce all 
ether Lords, who have had Dominion over them, 
and co count all other Teachers befides Chil 
ys vain, abſurd, unſound, and weak. Few re. 
ounce all their own righteouſneſs, as dung, 
;Þ put the Crown on Chrifts head alone, to 

pake Chritt their alone Mcdiator , their 
lone Interceflor. No , they muſt have 
Littcrns of therr own to keep their water 1n, 
0 coped Sands of their own to build upon, and 
ly, Chrifi, the E/e& precious Stone, #s refuſed 
;r Ka the Builders, How many hope to be par- 
in gpncd, partly by Chrift, and partly by their 
rudfsvility, and new Obedience ? They lay their 
le to God, Heaven, and Glory, partly 
pm Chriſts merits , and partly from their 
Fon delerts z few whoſe hopes are founded 
(ed Þ Chritts (atisfaRtion alone : but their hopes 
hey ſc or fall according to what they dofor him, 
another than according to what he hath done 
ad ſuffered for them : their hopes of accep- 
ce with God are more from their reforma- 


ny 9 Chrifis Interceſſion, and if they Pray in 
| D 3 ſecret 


— 
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ſecret in their Cloſet, and in their Farni 
too, when both before were. negleQed, thi} | 
hope to paſs by this Bridge to Heaven 3 but | 
it be too ſhort, they will (et Chrift to pate f 

 upwhat is wenting, that they may landq; ( 
f 
n 
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the other ſhore. Henceit is that many Pn: 
feffors are much more conſcientious in the: 
obedience to the Moral Law, chan they are! at 
the Law of Faith, for that they hope thi! hi 
obedience will liced them as much,if not mg} c} 
than Jcſus Chriſt ; but if they underftand t fi 
without Faith there is no pleaſing God, th Cl 
they will labour for a faith that. may jufi Wi 
them, rather as an a of theirs, than inr- cx 
ſpect 'of the ebje# Chrift. Chrift is ill mi 
only upon neceſlity, and to make up the m; Cr 
of ſomewhat <lſe 3 but very few dare ret” up 
the merits of Chriſt alone, - ſo as to ſee all ti} car 
righteonſneſs to be as filby ragr. To fem} 
Chrift made of God Wiſdom , Right lie!. 
. neſs, Sanflification, and Redemption. Lal Chi 
— ring a peal in your Ears, *© You muft rect 
tun Cite. © « Chriſt cntirely, all Chriſt, and all of Chi 
© or you arc not Chriſtians, though you! 
*a rametolive. Chniſt .is coming todi 
<*< puiſh. names from things, and then you # 
<* curſe the day you had the Name, or ht 
<< of the Name; you will have your port 
* with Hypocrites. Theſe are indiſpen# 
* terms on which Chrift will inſift, 4 
, none; Chrift as a Refiner, as well as af 
* viourz Chrift as a Lord, as well as 8? 
-* crifice, 


the} of their Spirits to rake Chrilt as Pricfi, Pro- 1 Chril 
ut? phet and King, as a meer ſhift, to ſhift oft ongingat 
ate their troubles and ſorrows, and their fins afcRions, 
dq ( the occaſions of them; } yet their beayts | 
Pn ftand off from Chrift, as an Husband, they have 

the: not conjugal affeQions to him, cheir hearts 

ret} are not brought over to him, they reccive . 

th) him not into their boſoms , $nto their 


ma; choiceſt aff:Qions all this white. There 1s 
d th: Rill ſome ſecret luſt more precious than 
th Chriſt; he is not the chief Corner-Stone , 
uf; whereas to them that believe he is precious, 
in!- exceeding precious. Few, like Paxl, deter- 
Iluf mine to know nothing elſe ſave Chrift, and bim 
ew. Crucified. One Chrift was enough to take 


rei! up. Pawls thoughts to eternity; he did not —_ 
| ? ChiiRun 


_J ojcts 5 We. 


1 # care what he was ignorant, of, fo he knew 
$ Chriſt. Though he was bronght up at Gams- 
& liels feer, he laid down all his knowledge at 
 Chrifts feet. | 


#junRts, fo that you are able to live without 
them , but not without Chriſt ? Liberty is 
weet to a believer; but hecan live in a Pri- 
fon, yea, and live merrily too, he can fing 
there, if Chriſt be within the grate: Bread is 
weet, but he can live in a Wilderneſs ( a de- 
Olate howling defart) and ſing there too, as 
oſes did, if Chriſt be there, yea, and prc- 
cr it before Ganaan. If by Preſence go not 
Ith w, carry us not hence, A Wilderneſs 
D 4 with 
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Sixthly,If men arc perſwaded in the horrors Many cloſe 


I. Are your bearts ſo drawn to Chriſt, as to From 
Chil acconnt bim the moſt neceſſary good in all the cteeming 


W1rld ? And all other things to be but ad- &rili the 
molt ne. 


ceflary 
good, 


—_ 


Yea, the 
only good. 


Phil. 3. 7. 


Chriſt, thereafter he laughs, or weeps , 


Col. 3. 11. 


Their miſcarriages , as to 
with Chriſt is more precious than a Cenyhey 
without him. If ye were through Bclievenfor 
the World would riot bz accounted among the h 
Neceſſaries. One thing 1s neceſſary , Oy w; 
not many. Other things may divert, Gut | 
may a little refreſh, but Chrift 1s che Ne th 
ſary. ; Tn 

2, Is he in a ſenſe the only good to your ſou 
Is nothing elfc good {eparated from Chil 
give a Bcliever what you will without Chn 
it weighs nothing , he droops, as the 
gold, when the Sun withdraws. What is 
this whilft I am Chrifilets ? There 1s nd 
good but Chrifi. Riches arc miſcali'd good 
they are not good fave in their reference) 
they relate to Chritt, as they come frile, | 
Chrift, from that boſom of love, and# S, 
they advance Chrifi, and bring Chriſt i 
the Soul to nearect Commumon. Itt 
World in its glory, (ſplendor and fulnt 
hinder communion w.ih Chriſt, by, deadni 
flatning, and diſtracting the heart , it 
comes a burthen :. Hc is burchened wi 
friends, relations, enjoyments of all fo 
that rob him of Chriſt, chat eclipſe the | 
of the Sun of Righteouſne(s, through tt 
unhappy interpolals. hat was gain i con 
ed loſs. As he enjoyeth much or littlÞ 


niſcth or falleth. In Chriſt are Riches, | 
nours and friends: yes, Prayers, Sermaſfh 
Sacraments, 8c. The Lord is the Tenfake 
He is all iz all; He is all things, and inFnte 
thipgs, not only by way of merit, whatp# 
| ty 


' © believing in Chriſt. - "WF 
enhey have, or expect, is on Chrifts account z 
venjor only by way of conveyance, through him 
g the have all good communicated 3 nor only 
Orhy way of caſualty, as he worketh all in all; 
rt, Gut be is all virtwaly, he is inftead of all things 
Noo them, he makes up the def of all things, 

\ no Eftate, no Friends, no Lib:rry, no 
ſoulYcalth, no Comfort, &c. yet the Believer 
hrilfganteth nothing : As having nothing, and 
-briger prſſeſſing all #hings. Thus the Woman told 

he Perſecutor, when he threatned her, to 
t sWeprive her of her Husband , Chrift is my 
 noflaesband, Profeſſours, loak to your hearts, 
oodgo your aff:Gions, and then you will have 
nceEaule to cry, My leanneſs, my leanneſs, wo unto 11% 24. 16. 
Frodnre, I am a dry zree, 56. 3. 
z0od} Seventhly, Fw few Chriſtians have, in Few confi- 
lt ber cloſing with Chrift, conſidered the Coſt der the 

hey may be at f They were told of the Croff, _— 

ut the Croſs was at a great diſtance, and 
hiogs when remote, ſeem littl. How 
ic many little ſtudied the import of that word 

Jroff ? Whar a ſhameful, painfu], tedious death 

tamports? Something of trouble they would 

undergo for Chrifi, but really they never 
Whought of dying for Chrift, of ſpilling 
heir hearts blood for Chrift: So that thzy 

Iid not cloſe with Chrift «ndertandingly, 

ither they were ignorant of Chrifts perſon, 
dr of the conſequents of clofing with him , that 
hey ſhould be hated of all men for his Names 
enfſſake ; that they muſt through much tribulation 
in geNter into his Kingdom that they ſhall be y,4.c5 .; 
jal 4 $ ont of the Synazogner, and that the time AQ. 14 3 2. 
fl a cometh, 


om) 
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Joh. 16. 2. cometh, that whoſoever killeth them, will | 
that be doth God ſervice. Hence whenyy, 

peRedly the rain deſcends, the floods | 6 

Mar. 7.27. and the winds blow and beat upon their by, 
(the fately ſpiritual buildings, which gc 
have been cxeRing) they do not only te. , 
but, fall, and great is their fall. ' Even C 
arc taken up by the roots. How many in 

I Tim. x. times pt away 4 good Conſcience, and con, 
= . Faith have made ſhip-wrack, How man 
Jude v. 12. Trees, whoſe fruit withereth, without fruit, 
dead, plucked up by the roots ? They lee nal 
riches of Chriſt will make them amend 
all cheſe loſſes and perills : they cannot; 
Lance the troubles of the Fleſh with the 
of the Spirit ; the preſent ev:! things, Gant; 
the feature inheritance uz; Heaven ; the Te 

tations they meet with arc unexpeRed. 
are like fome Ladies, that put fort to 
for pleaſure ; they launchforth cowards Of 
but as the King of Navarre, who faid 
would not venture fsrther, than he « 
quickly retreat, in caſe of danger. The v8 

makes them return to theix Harbour 

_ with the Dogg to the voir, and the Smp.y _ 
2 Pet.2.22. the mire. Thele poor Souls '( O thatf ” 
heazt could bleed fqg them) were will cl 
Gal. 3-4. comeup to ſome of \Chritts terms, to | 
litth, nay, to ſuffer many things, but they Sly. 
not endure to loſe Life. O my Soul ! 1 
In ſecret for them, when thou confidercfi, Fhfin; 
Mar, 8. 12. #he Children of the Kingdom ( Church-Mgrue 
bers) ſhall be caft out into outer darknefi, ble 
ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth,. God Soun: 


Fo 


| 
Fl 
2 
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"bt abate s punfium of what he requires, he | 
en pets that we take xp the Crofs daily, that we Math, 5. 
dr & te Life 3 ver clſe is 7®: 
4! Kite Life 3t ſelf, as well as whatſocver cl Linas 
T Wear and dear unto us. The Conditions 1m- x 1x. _ £ 
ich ofed on his fallen Creatures arc irreverſible, 26. 
Y te will never fioop lower. O ! this makes 
| Uiany a man to go away ſorrowful. I beſcech 
e Reader togo over with the work of Converſion 
%$-2i2, now that the Crofi is in fight, now that 
ribulation ariſeth ; Now let him fee, whether 
hrift js b:tter than Name, Liberty, Friends, 
Relations, Lively-hood, and Life it fclf; and 
Shether he can believe, that he that will ſave Luke 9.24. 
#8 life, ſhall loſe it, and he that will loſe bis life 
br Chrifts ſake, ſhall find it, and that with ad- 

antage. Hy 
al 
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, Fheir fouſfiing together falſe Signes of 


Ii cloſing with Chriſt, 
I 


ey 
= 


Wl (1 
SC 


CHAP. VIIL. 


bly. HE az many Profeſſurs ſhuffle toge- Many reſt 
ther a company of falſe Signes of in falſc 
Phfing with Chriſt ? How do they count them Signes of 
e and infa}l:ble, which are but queftion- — 0 
ble ; yea, which have been found in un- os 
ound Hypocritical hearts. z and fo deceive 
_ % 


d 


& 
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Their , themſelves, as if they had a Chriſt, and,c; 


roundleſs Grace within them ? How do they live we j 
leas, that theſe Signes comfortably all their dayes w Ye W 


_— _ out a Chrift + Excuſe me, if I bring in thaq , 
Chriſt, Pleas, and an{wer them bri. fiy. Neep 


1. | am chavgd from what I was, | 

changed inward y. So was Saul, And it worm, 

1 Sam. 10. fo, that when he bad turned his back, uh oft | 
wy from Samuel, God gave him another buhzye 
Thou mayefi have another heart, and yetiþfzo 

a new heare.” 6 be ( 

| 2. [| have extraordinary Gifts : 1 was diffpye 

unable to ſpeak of Gud, tongue-tyed amngpy P 

the Saints ; but I can now hold a difcomnucl 

with them, and manage ſome of the higis 4, 

ſervices, as w. 1] as they. Might not Saul ther 1 

fo much for himſelf ? had not ke the Spirllþf G 

| _ Propheſfic to admiration ? When &@ compatBo w 

3 Sam. 10, Prophets met him, the Spirit of God came *tmr 
10, 11. on bim, and be frophifi:'d am*-ng them : Thondi 
the people ſaid one #0 another, What 1s this i mz 

is come 0 the Son of Kiſh? Is Saul alſo amy rep? 

tbe Prophets ? The Spirit of God was upon Wpon 

15am. 19. alſoat another time, and he went en, and fipnga 

; *3Þ 24 Dpheſied, untill be came to Naioth in Rzmah 34 5, 
be firipe off bis cloaths aiſo, an1 propheſi:d Wpecar 
fore Samuel in like manner, and lay down n8anl, 
all that 4 ty, and ail that night, He was fo de 
great a Proficient, thar ( as one obfervelprow 
As ſoon as he was admined inte the Society, (cit: 
commenced Doftour, and propheticd with W 6, 
beſt of them : They ſt»9d and propheſicd, od; 
went on, he could run and propheſic z yes, Wrul 
was {o full of the Spirit of Prophefie, that Ya#b 
| NEIL 


+ 
*% 


pe 


| R . beljevinein Chriſt. 6r 
dikeither cat, nor drank, nor ſlept, nor roſe 3 
bat lay dawnndhed all the day, aud ail the night ; 
"he was 45 in a trance all that while, and want- 
$4 neither meat, nor drink, nor clothes, nor 


ſleep. - 

1 », I was fall of revergz; but now I am 

t ome to ſuch a pitch of Religion, that I can 

lf by Offences ; yea, pals them by, when 

bhave an opportunity of puniſhing them chat 
«taffont me. Had not 52% fo much Religion ? * 

The Children of Bel; 14, How ſhall this man 15am. 
Wifave #5 #' and they dfpiſed him, and brought him 9: ?7- 
no Preſents ; but be beld his peace. He bzars 
clmuch, that can bear being derided. 

8 4, Though I am meck in mine own Cauſe, 

« Fet when the Name of God, and the Church 

Iliþf God ſaffer, I can be very much inflamed. | 
pay$o was hypocritical Saul, ben Nahaih the 1 Sam. 
1 &mmonite told the men of ] beſh, On this 3 228 
Sondition wil I make a Covenant with you, that 

1 i may thruſt out all yorr right eyes, and lay-at for. 

amy reproach upon all \fael, the Spirit of God camg 

n liwpon Saul, when he heard thoſe tydings, and his 

4 fpnger was kindled greatly. | 

> 5. I am merciful to inen, to mine Enemies, 

:4 ecauſe God hath ſhrwed me mercy. So was 

108 aul, And Saul ſaid, There ſhall not a man be put | am; 
as Yo death this day, for this day the Lord hath 11.1;. 
rveEprought Salvaticn in IGael. Though he was 

1y, Fncited to revenge, yet he would nor. 

this 6. When have any Mercy from God, I ſee 

-d, IPod in the Mercy, and is not this a good Sign ? 

83, Wruly no better than Sax] had, To day the Lord i Sam. 
at Wath wrought Salvation in Iracl. II. 13, 
£1 þ; | 7. I 


A 
| 
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I Sam. 13. 
I2, 


I Sam. 
14. 37*- 


1 Sam. I 4. 
37> 38. 


I Jam, 
14 33s 


| punith it where-ever I find it : © am inf 
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7. I engage God with me 3 before [gait 
upon any conſiderable Undertakings. Pate 
not Saul ſo much ? Then ſaid T, the Philigprd 
will come dawn now upon me to Gilgal, alÞ ) 
have not made Swpplication to the Lord ; Tio 
my felf therefore, and offered a burn 13 
fering. And Saul ſaid unto Ahiah, Brin"! 
ther the Ark, of God, 8&c. And Saul awe 
counſel of Gd, Shall I go down after the ded 
liſtines ? B51 

8. When pray, I look what becomes ofþ9'1 
Prayer, and I ſuſpend many of my MotifÞe! 
till I have an Anſwer. Sax! the HypogieaP 
went fofar; he look'd after his Prayer, #%' 
would not go down after the Philiſtine $9" 
cauſe God anſwered him not that day. 8h 

9. If I have no Anſwer to Prayer, IF 
mine the Reaſon, and I am fure this is oF 73 
than moſt Profeſſours do. But not of 
than Sax] did, When God anſwered him mt: 
day, Saul ſaid, Draw ye nigh hither all the vid 


of the people, and know and ſee wherein thi , 


bath been this day. 
Io. I am troubled for other mens fins, $14 
cannot but reprove ſinners , Is not this a! thr 
of Sincerity ? I anſwer, No, unleſs | ſo; 
were fincere ; When he was told, the >. 
ple cat the blood, he was troubled, and : kc 
proved them too 3 He ſaid, Te bave op 
greſſed, "g 
11. My Zcal againſt Sin 1s ſuch, t is 


al in my vebukes of fin ; my Children, as © 
as my Servants, arc correGed, if they tr 
| | i 


fl 


* believing in Chriſt. © 
e [bainſt the Lord. Hence I conclude mine 
_ ſatcis good, And fo might Sax}. As the 
ebrd liverb, who ſavetb Tjrael, though it (the 
ap) be #7 Fonathan my Son, be ſhall ſurely 
"n 12, Iconclude God loves me from a com 
int ſeries of ſmiling Providences, that fol- 
1 ;&weth all that I take in hand ; I tind that the 
,- rd blefſeth me in my goings out and com- 
os in; whatſoever I do doth profper. And 
; hd not Sl firange Succeſſes and Vieories ? 
corfhen Iſrael was fo low, that they had no 

eapons for Warr, nox Smiths to make any, 
ex (p#1 106k, the Kingdom over Iſrael, and fought 
ner Qainft all bis enemies on every fide, &e. and 
Wirberſorver be t#utfned bimſelf, be vexed 


13. I find a readineſs to confeft others better 
Jan my fel; fo did Sax] with tears in his 
es. AndSaul ſaid, is this thy voice my Son 
be vid ? And Saul lift up bis voice, and wept, 
nd he ſaid #0 David, thou art more rigbteous 


15,014 I continue my duties when I fear God 
.- (th rejected me, even in deſertion T keep on 
fs # ripping. So did Saul, when Samuel told 
he > God- bath r:jeGed thee, he dtifired Sa- 
anj#/to turn again with him, +þat be might 
eo nip the £ord, and he prevailed with $a- 
yr to turn again, and Saul worſhipped the 


| | 
x f"5-"'T ſee a-beanty in the Church 3nd People 
a . So did Balaam.. How good)y are thy 
ere 10- Facob, and thy Tabernaces, O Iſrael ! 
mY | As 
ag | 
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I Sam, I4} 
29 


1 Sam, 145 
47. 


I Sam. 245 
I6, I7s 


1 Sams I5s 
25,30, 3I- 
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Numb. 
24. 5» 6- 


Numb. 
24. 13, 


| Lord, &Cc. 


Numb, 
24- 10. 


Numb. 
23 » IO. 


AQ.24.25. 


Rom.2. 13, 
19, 20, 24s 


- -- and of Heaven, yea the name of 6 


Their miſcarriages, at to \ 
'As the Valleys are they ſpread forth, as Gol 
by the Rivers ſides, as tbe Trees, &c. whidhy,, 
Lord hath planted, "and as Cedar trees befid 
waters. | tp 

16, 1 cannot for the greateſt advantage be bn 
to (in againſt God. Neither could Bela, 
Balak, would give me his bowſe full of Silmghan 
Goid, T cannos go beyond the Commendmeey f 


17. 1 live up to the diflates of Cot ing 
though I hazard the diſpleaſure of great] bri 
thereby, So did that Sorcerer, though I: 


anger was kindled againjt Balaam, and he| Fre 


his band; together. 23 
18. 1 have ſome ſights of another wg Sod 
and I defire to ſpend an eftrnity with the Soon 
So had Blaam, and did not he defire (ongerva 
Let me dye the death of the righteous, andlifyas t 
laſt end be like his. bd Ch 
19. When [I think of the day of Fuudgiyarh 
lam offeded with it, whereas before Iþ 24. 
fottiſh and ſecure. So was Felix. As be(ihc. 
reaſoned of Righteonſneſl, Temperance and | ake 
ment to come, Feiix trembled.  - W,a 
20. I am an Orthodox Proteſtant ; (oBake | 
maiti be a Teacher too, thou mailt not Ye we! 
know Gods will, and approve the things thi 25. 
more excellent, being inſtruded out of the F the 
but confident that thou tby ſelf art 2 guide nn 
blind, a light of them, which are in amgerod 
an Inftrutter of the fooliſh, a Teacher of pt ſee 
which haft the form of knowledge , and Wrtue: 
truth in the Law ; and yet fall ſhort of OF a. 
Bd nc 
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t bl:fphemed among the Gentiles , through . 
th hee. = | bY 
kl, 21.1 at free from the ſcandalows evils of " 


- #he times, So were they in Pater , They bad 
aſcoped the polutions of the warld, yea, and that 2 Per. 2. 
My hrongb the kndwledge of Chriſt (which is more 3% 32 
wyhan the mozal Heathens ever had ) and yct 
wcre dogs and ſwine {i.1I. 
3 22, I live inoffenfively, none can lay any 
Jathing to my charge. But was not Paul, whiltt 
Thriltlels, toucying the Righteouſneſs which is Phil, 3.5, 
biz the Low blamel:ſi ? At the fatnc time he was 
he Perſecurin? the Church of God. L 
$ 23. I have obeyed the Commandments of 
WSod for along time. T am not like a Myforom, 
Soon wp, and ſoon vaniſhing , 1 am a conſtant 
 myervant to. the Commandments of Gud. So 
1d Was the young man in the Goſpel 3 he faid un- 
þ Chrift, All theſe things I bave kept from my Marth, 19. 
dipeth up , what lack T yet ? mo 
ce I 24. I have inlargements in duties, and fa- 
x (6c not my (elf with ordinary duties, but 1. 232 
d fake Contaence of extraordinary duties, I 1, 
- Bf, and chat oft. And, did not- the Phariſees Luk.18.12, 
ſo Bake long projer, and falt off? I ſaft twice in 
not Ye week, 4 
thi 25- I have joyes in Ordinances, the word 
the & the Lord is (weet and precious, I know 
1d Ee time when it was not ſo, Bur did not | 
| daferod- bear the word of God gladly? Did he war. 6. 20; 
of Ft lee an excellency'in Fobn ? Had he not his 
nd Jreves and Graces in great cfieem ?' Had he 
of Ft a Revercnd + behaviour 'towarts him ? 
Guyd not he abſerve tim , and care 6 pleaſe 
L E im? 
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Mar.6.20. 


Mart. 7. 8. 
13. 54. 


: Mar. I, 22, 


11, 18. 


__ When you make many prayers (when you 


Ifa. 1.15: 


wb faid unto the Lord, a” © rnifhment Go 


Mat. 28. 
s, IOs 


Their miſcarriages, ws to 


him #2 He beard him, and that g/adly: Rey! +: 
much delightcd | in Fobns Preaching. : ce 
26. Nay. but 1 go farther, for -I firs 
others to frequent Sermons. . So did the El 47 
of Iſrael; Come I pray your, and bear what u\ . 4 
word, chat comes forth from the Lord, &&c. {-: 
27. I obey as well as hear. | bees in 0} 8D 
to praGice., And was hot Herod conform to 


to Fobns .Dottrine ? though Fobn preat pc 


not placentre, he was & rough Preacher, a br. 


ing, as Well as a faining phe, yer the Ti: 1 


eclls us, be did many things. 0H 

. 28. When I hear the word, Lam fra gu 
taken with it. So were the people, when: an 
heard Chritt, ehey were nan at bul, 8" 
drine. 

29, Many a time under a 2 Sermon my P ha 
and heart ake. Sort was with Felix. "is BO 
reaſoned of Righteouſneſs, Temperance, Sc. hi mY 
trembled. a 
. Zo. But I pray and pray, off as well as T7 
and therefore 1s it not well? Ir may bt of 


enough, if thou haſt no. b:tter = os 
C 


Wes 
| He 
'q Ho, 
Got 
tho 
haſf 
FI 

Sal 
ſep: 


tiply Prayer, when you add Prayer to pri 
yet I will n0t hcar, 

31. There, was atime, when I felt hi 
more, than dead man feels a mouncan 
on him; but now it js hezvy , .'cis but 
ſome. _ And was it not fo to Cain? Ant 


nquity ).is-greater;than { canbear. - Wi 
not fo to; Fd ,,..when- be repented bits 


el fees #he tiny you of. ſjver-; js .Y 


believing FL Chriſt. F 


have ſinned, in that I have betrayed the Inno- 
| cent blood, arid went and banged himſelf ? 
tir 32. I have defires after grace, and am wil- 
El Jirig to be as coft for it. So the fooliſh Virgins. 
i'\.. Axd the fooliſh ( being awakened. our of their 
* Ccurity in their form of Godlineſs ) ſaid wnto 
; of; 2e wiſe, give us of your Oyle; yea, they went 
reps 80 by. They were willing to be at coſt for che 
ea: power of Godlincls. : 
ah. 33. I fficiate.only with Gods people, yea, 
- T With the pureſt and bolieſt, So did the fooliſh 
2 Virgins, they afficiated not only with Vir- 
Fram + gins, but with the wiſe Virgins. Both wile 
-n i and fooliſh went ozt together 30 mect the Bride- 
by [ groom. | 
' 34. I conſult Miniſters for my Soul, and 
yh, have high attainments.Bue wherein dot thou 
4% go beyond thoſe, of whomit 1s faid, They 
. f ſees, me daily, and delight to know my wayes ; 
' as a Nation that did Righteouſneſs, and for- 
$ be ſe*k not the Ordinance of their God : they ask 
| bet of me the Ordinances of Fuſtice, they take de- 
ide fight in approaching to God ? Wherctn dof 


Jew 


un} thou go beyond thoſe in the Hebrews, who 
or s were once enlightened , and bad taſted of the 

# Heavenly gift, and were: made partakers of the 
+ Holy-Gboſt, and had taſted the good word of 
God, and the Powers of the world to come, If 
thou haſt not better tbings than theſe, thou 
haſt not ſavingly cloſed with Jefus Chritt; for 
Is yet thou haſt nothing that accompanieth 
Salvatien , from which Salvation cannot be 
| leparated. PN 


E 2 Ot 


” 


Marth. 25. 
9, Io, 


If? 58. 2. 


Heb.6.455- 


Hcb. 6. 9. 


. How have men flcd in- our faces, when Mo 
; 


heir miſcarriages, &c. * 


Oh! I cannot but pitty theſe poor hex 
theſe Almoſt-Chriftiang, Almoſt Chriſti 
and Almoſt Saved. I may fay they are 
far from the Kingdom of God , and yet | 
ſenſe they are farther than any others, ( 
greateſt difficulty hath been to #ndeceive the 
#0 wnchrift cbeſe, | mean, to take off thi 
hg-leaves, with which they have coves 
themfclves, that they may come to Chfſc7 
for clothing, and fo prevent the appearing; 
their nakedneſs. O! It 1s hard tough wed 
to perſwade a proud Phariſce , that all} 
Righicouſneſs will not ficed him, that 
muſt fling away all , that he muſt have ſors. 
thing elſe to ſhew for Heaven and Glory. ( 


have told them, that yet they have noth 
that is eſſential to a Chriſtian, as a Chrifiil 
or which makes a Chriſtian a Chriſtian ,& b 
more than a picture hath of the effence & h 
man? Yov may imagine e man, that hath 
fiown twenty or thirty years 1n building, biÞ, 


Toth is he to pull down all again ? Thovghſſar 


fears the foundation 1s but on the Sands; « 
willrather venture, than begin all anew : Mc) 
even aſhamed to unravell all the Clue of 4 
upgrounded confidences. What begin vc 
a new bottom ? No, not he; and (o Ciye 
and he part. He takes his ſuppoſed grads! 
be a Chrift, or at 1:aft, that chere muff + 
Chrifi, where ſuch changes are, and foaf4 
out, Sox! take thine eaſe, thou baſt goods RP' 
wp for many years, yca, (or Etcruity. ? n 


z C H185 


f 
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CHAP. XI. 


'e the 
f th& 
coves | 
> Citeir Ungodlineſs > their Lgnorance 5 
aring] #heir Errors, &c. 
| all} | 
thats} Ave 19: many Profeſſors been ungodly profeſſors 
re (og. men, ao5f85, men without worlhip ? If Ungodli- 
ry. (deny or withhold any part of that reſpect "es. 
hen Monour, that is duc unto God, be ungodli- 
nothifs ; how much uangodlineſs hath there been, tes 
brififÞ 15 there (till amongſt us ! Which ofus hath 
an If been guilty of nat giving God his right or _. 
ncc ﬆ honour ? Have not we fuck'd in many #n- 
hath Principles ? As thar it is in vain to wor ſhip 
ing,h#s there is ny happin {5 ( camparable to 
oughttat the World doth afford ) in communion 
nds; God; Religion is but a notion and fancy 1; - 
w : Bc) 25 the only Piety, Toi world muſt be 
ue of 4 after, whatever becomes of C:nſcience, &c. 
in vc not we been guilty of ungdly thoughts ? —_—_—_ 
(o Cie not we thought, that God 3s not rp : 
grac}rſo, but we may take liberty in finning , 12, 13- 
 muſiÞ be taketh nontice of what we think,, ſpeak Plal. 14. 1; 
| ſoaſ#4?, yea, that there is no God ? Have not 
oods p2Ken ungodly words? have not we uttered 
ic very bard ſpeeches, which ungodly ſinners 
& © Have not we ſpoken againſt Gods ſer- 
C H18s ? yea, bave we been afraid to ſpeak, againſt 
| E 3 bis 


; 


2 Per. 2. 7- 


x Tim.6.3. 


Pl. x. 5.) 


Tuaz 15. 


Thew Ig- 
norance of 
God. 

x Cor, 15. 


34 
Joh. 4. 22. 


4 / of Convidion of Judgement? Hath n' Ez 


Adis 19.23. 


...Clcar , and certain notions of Gods ex 


: day of Judgement is appointed on my 


Their ungodlineſs; 
hu Servant Moſes? And have not many of ous 
dzeds bren ungodly, yea, though we have p#/ 
wngodly communted them ? God hath alw k 
been ſorely provoked by ungodlineſs ; 4, 

Flood ſwept away the World of the Ungidif 
but yet we might have been ungodly anſs & 
the Law, at a cheaper rate , than under 
Goſpel 3 bccauſc the Goſpel gives. us 


Cc 


lency and glory, and lay:s more obliguſ* 
upon us to reſpect God, and therefore is 
led 2 dofirine according #0 godlineſs. Thi v7 
godly ſhall not ftand in judgement , neichep” por 
the world to come, nor in this world. - 
take vengeance of ungodly perſons. "= 
Firſt, Have not ſome Profeſſors been, þ S] 
fil are, altogether ignorant of God # 8"? s 
bave not the a e of Gcd 1 T ſprdf* wy 
( faith the Apoſtle ) to your ſhame. ja 
not be ſaid of many of us, Ye worſaip » o Be 
wot what ? Donot many Profeſſors wif 
God upon no other account, than the ki 
did their Jupiter, or the Epheſians thenf'” 
na, viz. becauſe he is the God of the 
wherein they were born > becauſe Ii 
their fore-fathers God, b:caufe- his w 
is in credit, and becauſe the Magiſtrate 
mands that God be wot ſhipped? Have ig 
worſhipped God by Tradition, moreth 


"hs 


warſhip been to the unknown God ? God 
ly, in a Scripture ſenſe, unknown} 
that do not know him experimentally a 


clus 
Othe 


if 


Their nngodlineſ+. "ON 


-Ficaly. Now, have we taſted and fien, that Pial.34: 8, 
42be Lord is graciows #- Have not we faid, we 

knew God, and yet kept not - his: Command- -—-* 
q,menis? He that ſaith ſo, is a Lyar, and the 7 John 2. 
WITIC1L i not in bim : Hereby ROWP re that we TeIs 
nj keow bim, if wekzep bis Commandments. It 
.x@we do not thusknow God, -we are none of 
his Children; he hath no Crild (ollictle, bur 
he knoweth his: Father: They ſpat all know 


7 


9. 


97s from the leaſt to the greateſt, - Oar being Jer. 3% + 
"F2< People of God in Protcflion, will not fe-- 

-þy ure us from ruine, My people are deftroyed rxu os G 
hlfſer 7ack, of Knowledge. The Lrrd 7iſis will ; Thel;1.8. 
gore in flaming Fire, to render vengeance on | 
Þs, for hewill ſo deal with ail that know not 

God. 

+ Secondly, Hp erroncons have heen Profeſ- Their Er- 
rs ? None can be ſuch a ſtranger eo our If rons. 

. jFael, as to be 1gnorant, that a Spirir'ot De- 

Jaon hath been let looſe. abroad, from Dan 

$o Beerſheba , fo that the Pillars: of Religion 

e ſhaken, the mofi concerning Truths que- 

Poned, if not exploded with {corn and con- 

Emopt. © Havenot tome made God the Au- 

thor of Sin? Have not others forgot that , 

{they were Creatures 3 and have affumed the 

hbcrty, or rather. higheli ;jmpudence, to 

lay, that they were Gudded, and that the 
.Slulncſsof the God-head doth dwell bodil 

4n every Saint, inthe' fame meaſure as it did 

in Chrift Jeſus, whiiſt he dwclt upon the 

Earth? Nay, have not others affirmed, | 
" Fjclus Chriſt to be a Biftard 2+ Have not 

FOthers faiJ, They were Chriſt, and would, 

B& | E 4 *© 10 
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. * worſhip them ?. Have not ſome. d 


Their ungodlineſs. 


in the pride of their hearts, have othenj. xx, 


* Chrifts Deity , affirming, That he wa,.q þ 
&« God effenrially, but only nominaſly, 
*© that tis pure Nature was flained withS,; 
* How many have denycd the Trinity oft 
* (ons ? How many, under pretence that 
*© Law of Works binds not, have abrog 
* all the Laws of Chriſt, and turned cui 


. Libertines? How many have, under there 


* tence of advancing the Spirits: teſtingne | 
© maintvined Sanctitication to be a diriyng 
*© lifieation , and cryed down all mark, 
« figns ? ' How many have held, that [ beſo 
*© DoQrine of Repentance, Faſting, und 
** miliation , arc to2 Legal for the Spirit 
<* Chriſtian ? How miny have denyed Ci 
© fitting in a Body -at the right hand of 
* How many have denyed his SatisfaQio 
*©Purchafe ? Have not ſome held, thati 
© 1s no Heaven, no H-1l, no ReiuriMabſ/ 
© from the Dead, and that th= Bealt andiþnd « 
«* have one common end ? How many Wnto 1 
** been altogcther for Inſpirations, and þ dz 
© fcfs'd themſelves above the Sphere « 
©* Ordinances? How many have deriyed 
© ter Bzptiſm , the Supper , che Mint 
* yea, the Scriptures of God ? How | 
* have accounted it their higheſt Peaſe 
« to fin away all tenderneſs ' of Confcie 
* and look'd upon th:mfelves the morc 


Their ungodlineſr. 73 
en} How can we refrain from weeping out our Confdera- 
es, how ſhould our ers tingle, to fre tions to 
d bear theſe Abominations ? How hath the promote 
od of Truth bcen provoked by theſe curſcd gn, 
Wiſcreants ? What horrible affronts have been 
Merced to the dread Majcſty of Gd thereby ? 

How many thouſand Souls have periſh:&-by 

theſe Delutions ? . And what a diſhonour hath 

fome to the Chriſtian Religion by reaſon 

1 thereof, I cannot expreſs. Certain!y ( faith 

Imzne _) there is more deadly miſchief, an4 high- ;, 1x, 
Yr offence to God in them, than in thoſe prafit- 

Fol evils, which honeſt hearts profeſs to abbor : 

tF heſs, 4s they are immediate fruit of our ſpiri- 

nd al part, ſo they do more immediately ſtrike 

#t the God of Spirits in his truth and holin:fl : 

And as Religion 1s the bigheſt Concernm-nt of 

he Soul, ſo the depravation of Religion mutt 

eeds be the moſt dangerous and damnible. 

hen Hezekjah heard the blaſphemics of 

MK abſpekab, it is faid, He rent bis clothes, 

nd covered himſelf with ſackc/oth , and wins 

nto the Houſe of the Lord, and ſaid , Thu is 

nd jp day of trouble, and of rehuke , and of bla( 

> G@hemy, If an Aſſyrian Blaſphemer was to 

edPreat atroub!er, what tro1blers are Nominal 
fin&nhriftions, chus abuſipg their P, ofcſſion, and 

e God they pretend to ſerve. 

But alas! How little have we been aff:&- Prof:iſo's, 
d with the Floud cat out of the $ erpeuts mouth Milcarit- 
fter the Woman ? Though the Trompet hath 7 ** ©? 
founded , Io, io, Wo, to the Inbahi- 
Bants of the Earth , becauſe of Spiritual Not 
ous We have been pufſ-d up, and have pet 


for them. 
$98 


__ 


No: uſing 
means to 
reduce the 
erroneous. 


Not pre- 
paring 
Antidotes 
againft the 
Infection, 


Not dif= 
Itking 
them- 


Judgement , zs coming from thi Lord 


Their ungodline( dike. | 


net mourned, We have ſpoken laughing 
thole fins ; We have nor contidered; 


token of his wrath (5 giving ap ſo mas 
our Country- men t ftrong deluſioris , to big 
les ) We have th:wed hitle Z al fon | 
glory, that hath been blemiſhed by thelth,, 
geftable things : Neither have we pittied 
many that have folluwed theſe pernicious wi 
How little have we 119 Mag for th 
though the Apoftic taith, their damnation 
bereth not, 
How few means have we uſed for thei 
ducement ? hardly put up a Prayer for th 


periſh in their delutions ? Not (o much aþ 
queſicd an able Mtmiſter to have recourlf 
theſe poor celuded Souls in order to the mw 
ing of them from the Idols of their (wes 
brains ? | ain 

How little have we endeavoured or 


againſt this InfeRion > We have not >> 
the Scriptures, that we might warn the u 
and refit gain-ſayers , and be eftabliſoed inh 
preſent Truths, bar, th, zugh we have ice 
many ſhipwrack their Faith and Conlcic 
yet we have been bigh-minded, and have 
feared. 

Have we not been guilty of not expre 
our diſlike of the wayes of Hereticks 3 
ſhould ? We have not ſpurned them 3s 
ought. To maintain a Party, to ſixen 
a FaQtidn, how have we too much co 
nats 


\ Their ungodlineſs. ”5 
ingk nced them ? their fellowſhip hath not been 
Kough avoided. How little have we regard- 
thoſe Apoſtolical injunRions ? Now T be- 
ch you , Brethren, mark them, which cauſe 
Goiſfions and offences, contrary to the Doctrine 
phich ye have learned, and avoid them; for 
-y that are ſuch, ſerve not our Lord Jeſw 
briſk , but their own belties ; and by good 
bords, and fair ſpeeches, deceive the hearts 
i the ſimple. And if any man obey not our 
bord , note that man, .and have no company 
with bim, that he may be aſhamed. We have 
unn'd the houſe where one with the Plague- 
Dre dwells, but we have not with. drawn Prov.19.27 
lon om them that cauſe to err from the twords of 


Rom. 16. 
I 72 I8, 


2 Thefl. 3. 
I 4. 


{ What ſhalll fay? We have not fo hearti- yg; cone 

y and vigeroully contended for the Faith, which tending | 

as once, and bit once , delivered to the for the 

Faints, as we ought. The Lord humble us F* 

or our luke- warmneſs. We have cryed up 

oderation, and counted him en Hagio ma- | 

ix , that hath appeared againſt the abomi- | 

ations of the H:ad, Sure we have not been 

Mialiant for the Trath upon the Earth. We Ter. g:3.) 

ave not ſparkled fo much the more in an ho- 

y Z:al, becauſe others have perverted the 

ight wayes ofthe Lord. Becauſe Fools have 

ot been anſwered, they have grown F3ſe in 

beir own conceit, We haye been afraid to med- |, | 
| | rov. 26} 

le with ſome, becauſe they have (unreaſona- , - 

ly ) ſhrowded themſelves under the name 

f Saints; but Par! with-ftood Peter to the 

ace, when Truth was like to ſuffer, 1 do not Gal. 2. 11, 

n 


:B 
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2 Pet. 243, 


2 Det, 2-2. 


againſt ſome things of lefs momear, ſon] 


Leir ungodlineſi. 


in all this go about to juftifie undue 1 rig 
God knows how for baſe rcſpeRs, inte 
names of our own, we have bzen too (| 


d He 
wee 
if a 


int 


Chi 


cumftances of Charch Goveniment, OrN- 


much zeal about mint and. anice; we n 
been too impoting of what lyes dark andF C35 


ſcure in the book of God : and this whik 
Enemies tres have been feff.red toy 
and the Fundumentz's of our Religion i i 
been ( at Icaft } endangered, - But that wi 
hath been England: Sim, is too much permit 
and countenancing of d. emnable DoGrines 


2 


hall I ay ? When God hath (ad, Win! 
my (id: £ whc ! We have _—_ — ha 


our felves. We have been dubifull ing © 
Faith, wavering and reeling, not_ quite 
nor quite off, but Raggering and 'totter 
Our Religion hath becn rather Opinion, 
Faith, fo that we have flood Tooking 0 
Neuters, whilſt Hereticks have made | 
chandiſe of Somls with fained words. They 
Truths of God have Jyen loofe upon . 
hearts, they have not ben fattned by oh 
Maſter of the Aſſembiies, as nails in 4) 
place: and having little experience of 
we profeſs to know, hence luke-warm 
followeth on courſe , or blind zeal for q, 
Anceſtors Religion. wer 

O how by rcafon of the great defcdh ,, 
amongft us hath the w #3 of Truth been evil) 
ken of 7 The common Encmy faftnech all 5 
on Religion. They will not diſtinguiſh iy 


tween Truth and Error, yea, between In; 
Ul» 


| Their ungodlineſs. T7 

. jd Here fie, and never would put a difference 
ween the Orthodox ard the Heterodox 
G tif any one that had bcen called a Chriſtian 

I into any damnable Errors or PraGtiecs, 
iy Chnſtians ſuffered thereby 3 wh:tch force: d 
"> Primitive Fathers to. Pen Remonttran- 
; n | Confeſſions of Faith, and Arologics, 
wn chey might clear Chyift and his Churct 
uk being Mother or Nurſe to fuch a curſed 
6 dgery, And though forme amongti us 
TY c by Confiftns of tairh, and otherwile, 
n witncſs againfi Errors, yet doubtleſs 


Wit 


min Conſc:ences wall tcll us, that we have 
, # by Faltings, Prayers, Studies, and all En- -- -— 
re vours improved all our tune and Spirits 


": | the ſuppreiling and drying up the flood of 
| Serpert, the Soul-delfiroyiog flood, z5 we 
uld ; but if we have had any Acrimony of 
Wit, we bave lec it forth upon them, that 
Wc croti us about Modes of Government 3 
ex than againft ther, who haveſhaken 
'$ Foundations of our Rebgion. When LI 
ider the multitudes of SeJs that have 
, and arcfti]l amongſt us, I wonder not 
the Golpel hath had a miſcarrzing Womb, 
© dry Breaſts. In all times Chrittiaony hath 
red hereby. Zr2mmen taith, that many 
nid bave followed Chrift , but they were diſ- 
aged by the divers Doctrines amongſt bis 


Nec's quol 
Aormg tl- 
Wrers, Cbryſeftom proteficth that an Hea- cam, quod 


ku rold him, He would become a Chriſti + p14 a: 
but he knew not to what party of them t0 
» there are ſo many opinions and contentions 
vg Chriftians. When the multitude of 


n 1 Cheidians 


Their ung odlineſs. 
Chriftians were one-ſouÞd, then Fear, a 


and Reverence rpon all the people , But nov, 
one ſaith I am of Paul, 8c. Now Religion 


| in denifion, and Atheiſm grows eXccelfhhg 


Profellors 
want of 
Love to 
God in 
Chriſt. 


Mate23+36. 


Prov. 25, 


O that mine bead were as waters, &c, 


CHAP, X. 


Their want of Love to God, 4 


| 3ly. g/d of . to God is ant . 
branch of ungodlineſs My. 


amongſt Profeſſors. This 1s fo great a bn. 
ungodlinefs, that Jeſus Chrift hath red 

the Commandments of the firſt Tat 
cerning the Worſhip of God to thi 

-one, Thore ſhalt love the Lord thy Goa, 1, 
#by Heart, and all thy Soul, and alt). T; 
Indeed every one pretends to love Ghens 
hardly ever-mert with a p:rfon but 

loved God : He that bateth, diſſembi 

Djs lips. God may fey cruly \ How (i, 
ſay, I love thee, when thy heart is not wi 

Gad is loved, - but not for himſelf , 
what he brings: God is #ſed, and thi 


| 1S embraced. If God comes empty 


'Or with his hands full of trouble, 


: Their ungodlineſs. = 

arewell. God is loved, but with a ſecon- _.. 

| | 2 Tim. 3.4. 

ry love 3 Profeflors are lovers of pleaſare Job. 21. 
Gore than lovers of God. God muſt ſtand by, 
Wd give place'to ſenſuality,therefore they ſay 
0 God dipart, &'c. They like God winltt 
cy may er:joy their pleatures too, whult 
cy inay not be infringed. Let but a few 
ings be contidered, and we will ſee how 
uch want there is of love to God in Chriſt. 
# 1. Whom we love we 2:c a0t athamied of.. Evidenced 
he Moch.1s is foch toher Child, and Gods to in being 
6, be is not aſharned to be caled cur God. But a IEGaE 
ſo not we conceal our Title to God in fome ws 
Sompanics that hate him ? How do we throw : 
f our Livcry, and dare not be known to. 
ve walkrd withGod, Remember he that 3s Mar. S. 38. 
pamed of me, &c. ” | | 
2. Parcrits are troubled when their Chil- Not trou- 
n aredifhonoured, and fo Children when P/<d for his 
ir Fathers; biit are vur Souls vexcd, rack- —_— 
with the” filiby converſations of Sodomites £ Pits my 
exe axe the Rivers of waters * Where 15 53-158. 
borror becauſe mon keep net ' Gids Com- 
ndments 2? | 
. Thofe we love, their Enemies are Ours 3 Not hate- 
ents Enemies are the Childrens Enemies. ing Gods 
t do we bate them, that hate God, yea, with myers 
erfect batred © : OT RO : 
. True lovers of God hate themifclves for Not hate- 
loving God enough, ' How ofc do they !'s ſelf tor 
s figh? © Wrerch thai I am, to grieve "21's 
od, foeftrange' my (:16 from God, to fel- ts 
om to be with God, to ſtay with him no 

nger! How can I content my (:1f with 
| | <« thefe 


80 ' 


Not truſt- 


19g him, 


Not joying 


nor griey- 


ing a4S 


' they cougar. 


health in his own diſpoſc ? When heis 


- when we have nothing ſave a God and 2 
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* theſe tranſient glances, with theſe ul 
*cafts of mine eye , and to be inf 
< whecled off from my God again? OSoc 
«© fleeting mind of mine! when will it fi 
<« God, and abide-with him ? O this cad 
« heart of mine ! when will ic center ufGod 
© truc and perte& happineſs ? When [put | 
* mine eye from earthly objz&s,  cith$u7: 
*<2m diſpleaſed with them, or theres 
<« better thing that draws off my mind 
«<hcart: But darcl fay fo of God? t 
** 15 unlovely ? and yet 1 have been wPvc1 
« of him, | 

5. Did we love God, we would eruf 
we dare truſt our very lives1n a friends h 
But we darc not fo truſt God. What wi 
a caxnal man give that he had but his lik 


8 


he had rather it were in his own hands to 
ply his wants, than in Gods ; for he thulf 
would go betrer with him. We truſt Goff 
little. We think our ſelves quite und 


male to cruſt to, 
6. How little do we joy in the oral f 
God and Chrifti, and grieve for their ab 
Is G:d all in che want of all, and 1s Ge 
All in the enjoyment of all ? Can we 
ſnew ws the Father and it ſufficeth us. 
we have no Fig-tree left, can we «9 
the God of our Salvation ? Can we tal 
4? Zibs, now that "my Loyd is. come, nt 
the Lord floops to dwell in bowſts of til 
worldlings ! take your riches, and Kh. * 


of them, 1 envy you not, 1 have enough in 
$God. Do we fo grieve for the abſence of 
od and Chriſt, : chat nothing but God and 
*ChriG can make amends ? O that our happ1- 
F s, life, comforts, were folded up in 
"God and Chriſt / Can we live no more with- 
[put God and Chriſt, than a Beam without the 
ith$ «7 
. $ 7. Truc Lovers arc thoughtful to pleaſe 
ad hc Beloved. But is there any thing that we 
think lels of than pleaſing of God ? A true 
over of God is alwayes proving, what 71 that 
pod, and acceptable, and perfet will of God. 
( Froving what 3s acceptable untothe Lord. He + 
| ill (carching that he may know moxe 
pF herein he may pleaſe Cod, as willing al- 
IifFayes to be more ufcful for God : What have 
to do more ? but how f{cldom do we ask our 
arts, what way may we walk in all wel pleaſ- 
v2 £ How (cldom do we deſign for the glory 
( God ? 
& 8. True Lovers are open handed, and 
duntiful to God : they bcfiow readily and 
fecly any thing they have on him : they will 
pre with their Iſaac's , their deareſt things, 
ith Limbs, &c. Ratherford that man of God, 
iſhed every limb a man, every bonea man, 
a,cvery hair a man co (et foxth the praiſes of 
©d. When God calls for limbs, can we fay,. 
prewcll torhem? Are there not ſome things 
dear to us that we cannot ſparethemn to 
irilt ? Are we (o taken with Chriſt, that 
r hearts are diſengaged from the love of 
er things ? Is every i vile, but Chriſt ? 


þ) 
wolf 


' 
1 


Þ 


M4 
by 


x 
; 
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_ Ifa:6.8,9. 


Not praiſ-" 


ing him. 


Cant. gs. 
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Is all you part from inftantly ſupplyed in 
loves and ſmiles of Chriſt ? 
9, True Lovers of God: are conte 
with nothing by way of return from God 
only love from him: returns of love they 
have. They do not pray fave for love, t 
go not in before God for Corn, Win, [| 
6c. but for love, for God to open his ht 
to take off his mask from his lovely face, 
ſhew them the light of his countenance. 
arc not like the Raven, that came to 1 
more for neceſſity, than delight. Tea, i 


way of thy Fadgements, O Lord, ba 205 
waited for thee; the deſire of onr Sont vi ho 
Name , and to the Remembrance of thee : M-"*©: 
my Soul bave 1 deſired thee : in the Night" 
with -my Spirit within me , will T1 ſa 
earl. ans 
10. True Lovers are wont to.praiſ:#* 
other : But how fi]1dom do we fct fort it, J 
praiſes of Chriſt? Love is witty, full Ol F 4 
quence, witneſs the Spouſe , My Belnfj ** 
white and raddy, the chiefeſt among ten aj 
= '4>15- ſand, bis bead is as the moſt fine gold, ty 
locks are buſty, black, as a Raven , his gy 
45 the eyes of Doves by the Rivers of n : 
waſhed with milk,, and fitly ſer, bis chill wa 
as abed of ſpices, as ſweet flowers , bi Fee 
like Lilies dropping ſweet ſmelling myth 1 ; 
bands are like gold Rings ſet with the Birth to 
' belly.is as bright Ivory overlaid with Sq »f ) 
bis kgs are as Pillars of Marble et npo eg 
cts of fine gold , his conntenance is as Le P pr 


excellent asuhe Cedars , bis month 3s mi. is ; 
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ho, he is altogether lovely. . This us ,my- Be- + 
ved, &c. I'l praiſe thee with uprightneſs = Pal. r 19: | 
(le praiſe thee feven times. a day. Yea, Da- 7, 154. 
alt4 thought ſeven times a day too little, and $75 !-e- 
\@crefore he called in all the Creatures of py _ 
flcaven and Earth, Air and Saz, to praiſe TY 
hgod, the Dragons in the deep muſt not be 
nt. True Lovers praiſe God as much as 
TREy can, they exalt God to the utmoti of 

gr power : and then, from a (ſenſe that God 

.2bove all theirpraiſe, they would have eve- 
an fing that bath breath to praiſe.the Lord, 
1 > 37 inanimatces too for to joya in the 
, re, Doth Praiſe wait for Gods © 
M (25 Did you love” God, you would love Nct ky 
Fi ry thing of God : Do you love his Omni. 21! of God 

ticnce, his Juſtice, . his HolineG?- True -rreraaga 

colic to Chriſt ticks not barely in the P pc 
1 RE 7 not ogrely 32 the Zerſon of 34, 35. 

| iſt, but reacheth to all that have an nin 1 Jo. 4+19.- 
b bin. Do we love Chrift miſtical,- as | 
ol! a5 perſonal ? Are we of Catbolick Spirits ? 
Apoltle 1s peremptory,, and brandeth 
| all as Liars, that pretend to love God 
8 Cbritt, and do not love: Saints. FEY | 
3 2.-Lruc Lovers of God thirkt afier nearer Ker diets 
hi munion with God, My jou! followeth hard ing after © 

v8 hee, © The foul Bill cncroncheth upon nearer | 
mite, © me fee thy Gliry , faith Moſes, Commu: 
peril gh he ſaw more than Mortals wereſcom- 

&% ly $5 permitted to behold, yet Semper 
gopot "s eget, Mich would have more. Ar the P41.42.1,2. 
Lei panteth after the I ater-brooks, ſo pant- 
moſt y. Soul after thee, O God ; my Soul thirſt- 

"Pr O94, for the living God, when foal 1 
| F 2 come 


YU 


384. Their ungodlincſs. 
come and appear before God ? A true Loyfor! 
God is under an holy impaticnce, till heÞf tt 
ſcth to (ee darkly in a glaſs : He would fanſfs#4 
with open face. O! ( faith ſuch aSoul)} 1 
diſtance between Chrift and me is too grfPus, 
O ! I cannot but groan earneſtly, when | ic 
fider I am abſent from the Lord, whilſt 20U 
ſent in the bodg, Lord, ( (aid Auſtin) | 
dye , that I may enjoy thee, I will nt em! 
but I will dye: I defire to dye , that ] n ft 
Chrift ; and reſuſe to live, that T my edl 
with Chrift, The broken Rings, Contſ'* © 
and Effouſa's, content not the true Liu 
but he longs for the Marriage day, Hi Y 
Clouds that oft paſs 'twixt God and myF G 
O that I were above them ! Here, if *© 
and enjoy, the fear of lo ling fo {weet al brif 
abates the comfort of fruition ; but that? 1 


come an etcrnal day, that ſhall never IF. a 
"ife 


night. 
Being 13. If you loved Gced, his Comn boul 
Weary cf ents would not be grievous ro you. | carf 
his Com=- tho 


mani Cannot be cafily poſed : Love hath al 
Almightine(s in it, fo that heavy burde 

x Joh. 5.3, Made light, and almoſt impoſſible thin 
come fcalible. But cf how many thin 
Mal, 1-13- we ſay, What a weayineſs is it ? How ul om 
halcd by Governours, by Conſcience 

by the terrors of the Law. unto Di 

how like Slaves chain'd to Gallies, you 

work, though fore againſt your wills 

you love God, you would count not 

Heb. 12,2, dious, fave dulneſs, in his fervice. <A 
- * would only be the Weight, Othe buf ®? 


”% 
% 
3, 
| . 
/ as , 1 * 
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w#ormality, Pride, &c! But O the pleaſures 

het the wayes of God ! His yoak, is eaſe, bis 

Fanh#er den light. | | | . 
1)& 14. Did you love God, you would be jea- Not fear- 
Þus, left it ſhould go ill with Gods affairs, !"s how 
\ 1 hc loving Mother erembleth, le the Child uh, ag? bs 
zould C, ff:r, when ſhe is off from it. But agzjrs. 


i Fl! 
” as! how few Elies are there, whoſe bearts 1 Sam. 4, 
nn (emble becauſe of the Ark,* Do you really fear, 13: 


ft Formality ſhould eat our the Power of 
rodlineſſ, left Traditions ſhould make void 
be Commandments of God , I: your Trades 
Hould foil your Communion with Gad. 
# You may ealily imagine, the want of Loye Conſidera- 
© God, muſt needs be a great Provocation. ma og 
{Þ fo pretend love , and yet Fudas like, betray ble hi 
, Ebrift with @ kiſs , to (ay, Hail Maſter, for want of 
d yet prefcr 'a baſe Luſt before him? What Lov2 to 
WM indignity 15 it to the husband, that the God. 
ife loves the Slave before him ? The World 
Hould be your Save, but it hath got the 
. ſWeart, the boſom ;, and Chriſt muſt fend | 
Sitbout doors till bis locks are wet. O that God Cant, 5. | 
Mould fioop (o low, as to love you, as to | 
Dake youthe birth of his everlaſting counſels 
FS love ; that he ſhould carry you long in the 
Fomb of his eternal purpoſe ! This goodly 
"ce POrick of heaven and Earth hath not been 
\F<Rcd, but as a Stage, whercon he would 
youſ whis love to you. And did he not, in 
68 falncf of time, purchaſe you by the blood 
thi his Firf-born , yea, of his only begotren 
-e Þ2, and for this very nd, that he might 
bu"? your love, as wcllas reveal his own love? 
F3 And 


Y Il 


is 


=. Rear wngoc dleneſs. 


And yet that your love ſhould not. be like 
* Ebcbo', which returneth” what it receive Ma 
'Sure Fozi Thould Gaft back Gods beams of | 
upon, himſelf. This. is all he expetts h 
'* "Sdn, give me thine heart: All the comm. 
. he'layes upon | ou, is, in one word #4 
"Love him, "God might have commanded$.; 
Children to 'be ſacrificed, to paſs through "a 
Fire. * Of what a favour 1s it to love; 
Lord ? That God will honour us ſo far, ul; 
ſuffer usto lovehim? And' yet we low x 
"thing, any fordid baſe Luft, rather than Wi... 
We' would count it a favour if a by 
would give us a piivy K:y, to come'to] 
. When we pleaſe : Here is more honout 
_ may have recourſe to the boſom of God y 
we will. God would have us to love! 
with all the beart, with all the ſou!. Thellhgg, 
would not loſe one grain of our love. O that» 
ſhould deny him that which he ( wich 
"rence be it ſpoken, and-thought on )) i 
| fond of. And now Ifratl, what doth the 
_ OY require of thee, but to Þve him, and | 
*.* * the Lord tby God rith all thy beart, and 1 
all thy Soul. God' requires not now Ci; 
'upon a-+thouſand Hills, or Rivers of 0, 
- Only, Love 'me, Love me, Love me heahyl 
 emftanth, c iefly ; and yet we deny him 
loves.  O !TI hate my (elf whili writing| We 
that1 love the Lord fo little, (o ſeldom a7 
_ was he that made me , and not 1 my fe if: | 
- hath wonderfully formed me, and won 4 
*: fully preſerved me, and fired many tolls. 
In the deeps to me.'O!. What ſhall 1 do to 'q 
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+ Lord with a ſuperlative love? Olamrea- 

i ig | j eo lay, Let me love nothing, if T love not 
3. nay, love nothing, till I love thee! O- 

but you would grieve anndanily for want of 

ave to God !. You have paſtas through the 


a pea, you have been as the flaming Buſh, 
© Woc dhath looked after you, as if he minded 
> Sooe but you, you have bcen. as the Signet 
ps right hand, ray more, you have bcea 
paven on bis Palms, and what, not love 
"he. Lord ? Shame upon you, that you can 
nS Jo Xe upon the dark, filthy, dirty Wonld, and 
rele the Lord of Glory. All the Aﬀeti- 
6s you have, God gave them, ( when he 
un + .thee a reaſonable Soul _). but-for this 
"Wit I, that you ſhould place them bn himſelf, 
Si d not on his Enemy, Js it not bard aefare. 
Wat God ſhould be denyed Love, when he gave 
ſs love? If a Friend ſends you Bot- 
ofWine, it is hard, that when he comes 
| b jou, you ſhould deny him a taſte of his 
Wounty. Believe (it Sirs, whatever you do 
4 be the Lord, unleſs you Love him, yea, un- 
#6 you Love him.more than any thing; cl(c, | 
5 not accepted. Thomugh you give your Body 1Cor.13,32 
4 \þ mes, and have not Charity, zt bros : 
8 Joue nothin Though. you. bring fort | 
m Yar, yet _ empty Vines, becauſe you ma 
6H #24 , not God, Your -moſt exquiſite | + 
F ATices arc but pieces of dead Carrion, un- 
? & they be ſeaſoned with the Salt of Love. 
on Tt $ Pcople draw nigh with their lips, but 1 
»"Jdbo them , and their. Duties, becauſe the * 
2 9 Dovg is "without an beart. Whatever a 
| 'F4 man 


' x Cor.16. 


22, 


Their evi) 


 Lirmiſes of + 
"I 


» 


- matgives ine, if his heare be notinit, 1 fl 


own the Righteouſneſs of God in ſenteii 
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it : God much more. What ſhall, lay? 


Holy Apoſtle counts him worchy of z Cy 'Þ 
that loves not Jeſus Chrifi. T/ any mani th 
not the Lord Ft ks, bet bim be Anathema My 

naths, And is 3tnot fad to be carfed tg] [# 
coming of Chrift ? He deſerves it, that loves $þ 
Chriſt , and he muſt and (hall be force(f} 'of 


him to Eternal flames, who tnight have þ 


Tecured againſt them, had he bur loved Uh 
more than a bife dunghil Luſt. P; 
| 40 
as , | 
MSSHSSES46 4467404 | 
CHAP. XL. | 
in 
Their evil ſurmiſe of G d - 


41 P- furmiſes of God is MoU pie 
unzodlineſs found 100 frequently al 


| ſome of the more raiſed Profe efſors » even | 58s 
©  &s have the root of the matter in them. I 'N le 
the rather infift on this fin, becauſe off "At 
thoughts of God are the fucll which tai re 
tains the fire 6f Religion : without whidſ" It 
foon decayeth and is extinguiſhed. = 


Miſcallinz : 7 
his love-. 


rokens. | _ 


1. Do'ttot wemiſcall Gods lowt-tokens ? | 
not God ſent thee many love-tokens by Fo 
Spirit to aſſure thee that he owns chat 


Their nngodlinef. 

fff delights in thee, xs his Spouſe ? For thee to 
"Ih queſtion thy relation to him upon every turt 

muſt nceds be gyjevous to him, how grievous 
# then is it for thee to deny all his tokens of 
al grace and love to thy Soul, 2nd to count thetn 
18 but deluſions, but the works of the Infernal 
i Spirit, transforming himſelf into an Angel 
{4 of Light? To call light, darkneſs, good, evil, 
a {ivecr, bitter, the work of Chriſt, the Devils 
: i work, is ill reſented by the Lord, ic goeth un- 
f to his heart. You that arc Husbands, Wives, 
F Patents, Children, cannot endure to have 
| your love and fidelity ſuſpe&tcd upon every 
F biſc ſuggeſtion and whiſper. Believe it God 
i] > takes notice, and laies to: heart all your jea- 
$ loulits of him, all your- baſe unworthy cen- 
'# ſures of him. SEES 
_ 2. Hy ill are Gods Providences reſented ? 
Although God hath cold you there is a beauty 
Þ in cheir contexture, that things preſint and 
things to come are yours, that all ſhall work t0- 
gether for good, that your Ptovidential loſſes, 
4 well as your Providential enjuyments, that 
Q your chayges, as well as your ſitlings, your 
mn wants as well as your abundance ſhall all be 
1 Sanflificd to you : yet how few, with thac 
i" blefſed man, blef the Lord, when taking away ? 
i And with Paul, tejoyce, yea glory in tribuls- 
ni} ous ? God affiires you, that yours ficknefſts, 
id reproaches, wants, thall do you good, yea 
| death ſhall do you good, al} ſhall be good, 
iy | or do you good, all ſhall be ford, or phyſick, 


28 ſrom Gods deſertions you ſhall haye advantager, 
; | your 


— * 


ITI. re- 
ſenting 

Gods Pro- 
vidences. 
1 Cor.3.22. 
Rom. 8.2S. 


Job I, 21. 
Rom.5.2,3. 


" out of the eater -ſhal} come forth ſweermſt, even 


<2 nad 32 bod 


Pfal.3.6. 
Pfal. 27, 
3.%. I. 


Iſa, 54.10, 
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your very thorns ſhall drop bonzy, ſhall þ 
graper, yct notwithſtanding what ;þ on 
thoughts have you of God under (uch diſpyfterti 
ſations ? Didſi thou only accuſe thy @but 
judge thy ſelf, abhorr thy ſelf, it were well cary 
but in ſpeaking againſt thy (elf, thou fallff erul 
foul upon God himſelf by queſtioning his loſt Frie 
from theſe providences. Deny thy fcl{ wif gra 


. thou wilt, but beware of a denial of Giſccn 


love, and of the Spirit of grace, that hi fay, 
taken up his lodgings within thee : O thu Life 
melaneholly doubting Chrifizans would conlff &7, 
der .of this (too ſeldome ſuſpeRed ) pronff bg 
cation and unkindnefs of theirs towards Goff /* 4 
Ol take up, and keep vp better thoughts; wbi 
God, what ever his carriage be towards yi £4" 
Though he ftay you, yet truſt in bim. Wait whi 
will you beas David, who though beleagf 34 
red with Enemies, yet kept up good thoug 
of God, he doubtned not of ' Gods pitty, 
Gods favour, and proteGion, and therch; 
1 will not be afraid of ten. thouſands of pn 
that bave fet themſelves againſt me round uh k 
Though an * boſt ſhould encamp again 
my heart ſhall nat fear, &c. in this will 
be confident. In what? Why that the Lin 
my Light, and my Salvation, and the . ſire 
of my life. God hath not ſpent all his ſtor 
he hath enough for me, be will not ſuffer 
to. be tempted abeve what 1 ſhall be able to bu 
but will with the temptation. make way fot 
eſcape. And. hath not God told thee, tif 
the mountains ſhall depart, and the bills 
moved, yet bis loving kindnefi ſhall net a 
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| cm thee, neither - ſhall the . Covenant of his 
ace be removed ?. But alas! Thou canſt en- 
oi tcrtzin good thoughts of. God in fair weather, Pe, 
© but let them fall in a. ftorm : then it is, Maſter, Mak. 4.38. 
lk careft 3hou  710t "that we periſh. | Thou canſt 
if exuſt in God when hecarricth himſcif. as a 
| Friend, and anſwereth all thy requeſts, and 
, granteth all thy deſires, but not fo, when he 
T {cemeth an Enemy. Canlt thou with Pax! 
fay, 1 am perſwaded, that neither Death, nor 
Life, nor Angels, nor Principalities, nor Pow- 
ts ers, nor things preſent, nor things to come, nor Rom. 8. 
of height, nor depth, nor any other creature, ſhall 38, 39+ 
be able to ſeparate us from the love of God, 
F which is in Chriſt Feſus our Lord 2 Whileſt the 
F Candle of the Lord ſhines on thy Tabernacle, 
# whileſt thy bones arc full of marrow, whileſt thou 
os Faſneft thy feet in batter, whileſt every Mor- 
 d:cai boweth in the gates, whileſt thou hall 
ti ders on thy heart, meltings and enlargements 
$.1n. Ordinances 3 fo' long thou canfi keep up 
of good thoughts of God and his love ; but let 
4K the Scene be altcred, let the Sun wrap up it 
S (elf in aClud of darkneſs, let the rod he on 
iff the back, and the Arrows of the Almighty 
Pierce tbe heart, and then not. only grace with- 
ro# #2 18 quelttoned, but the love of "God without. 
uu1 42 caſt oxt. from before thine eyes, bis mercy 
4 clean gone. Then all. men are lars, eyen 
& Samuel himfclf. But alas f how ignorant art 
or $/Pou of the methods of God? Doth not he | 
ot chaften every ſon that he receiveth ? Shougd not 15.6. x2; 
' Ne have liberty co uſe what. 40d he pleaſeth, 6, 7, 8. 
440 Shilcfi all are for thy Profir, that thou maift 


partake 
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Rom.s. 29. partake | of bis Hilineſi ? Might not Ch « 
Phil. 3.20, have:had ill ſurmiſes of his Father upon high 


--0r mug *3* er grounds, than any thou canſt name ? 
Col. 1. 24 


' art thou to hope for milder uſzge from G 

than he ſhew'd-to his own Natural Son}! 

thou art pred:ſtinated to be conformable to Chrj 

to be partaker of bis ſufferings, to. drink of 

cup, wilt thou doubt \thy praties from 

filling up the ſufferings of Chriſt ? 

Conclu- 3. How d» ſore draw ſad couclufcons fn 

a thence Gods Providential diſpenſations concerning | 

_— 'of intentions for the ſuture ? When they loſe da 

1" Relations, an Husband, or the Wiſe of t 
boſome gone, 'a ſweet Child ſnatcht an 

. and perhaps by inadvertency 3 O thebl 

fooner can we enter into the houſe of mou 

ing, but we hear cries from you, O my hyp 

critic | ! O my formality ! O this is one of G 

Arrows of Vengeance 1 O! God. is beg 

ping his Controverfie, which will never ll 

rill it laies me as Jow as Hell ! Whereas y 

ſhould entertain other thoughts of God, i 

* That now he-is removing the 14o/s of i 

< Joufie; riow he is weaning your hearts (ral 4p, 

* Creatures, that he may havcall your lofi} , 

« he koew how much Spiritual Communi 

© you have loſt by the company of your Rel 

*tions, and now he himſelf would ha 

* more of your company 5 now he woulf (þ 

<« have-you to delight your ſelves more! 

<« himſelf; now he hath but drycd the ſtrel 

« (a weak, unſatisfying fiream)) that you 

£© drink and drink abundantly of the puſt 


6; CI waters, that drop from the ho | 
« Fang 


Their ungodlineſy, ET 
Ci Fountain inimediately ; now God hath a 


"ig | blefſed defign of grace to prepare you for | 


$* glory; he is now making the earth an howl- 
MN ting Vildernsfs, that you' may long for Ca- 
n! %n9an3 he is-nowW leaving you to naked walls, 
*08« that he himſelf may fill them ; he is now 
9 F« turning all our of door, that you may have 
U «the more liberty to treat with his Majeſty 

J$* with the lels difturbance, without inter- 
fr «uption. Alas ! you know not how unkind 
$ J* and burdenſome, yea treacherous your 
> "Friend, your Relation might have been, if 
ft * continued longer to you 3 you know not 
my * what a d:\honour to God and to your ſelves, 
he might have been, if longer continued 
F in the Jand of the living, ard therefore to 
'y © preſerve him from ſcandal, and your felves 
'F *from heart-breakings thereby, God hath in 
yy © mercy, pity, and faithfulneſs, removed 
*F* him, taking him away ( it may be )) from 
the evit to come. Few put theſe Com- 
4 ments upon'Gods Providences towards them ; 
4 vt commonly take all in the worſt ſenſe they 


\ 70 
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"<> 4 How do ſome inflantly call in queſtion 

'} Godr love, if Evidences be nt fſien, if they be 
"yl not fairly writ, ſo as the ſoul can read them ? 
q But may not the money be in the Sacks momtb, 
| though the Breebrer: ſee it not for a while ? 
© Yea though. the Soul hath had a welcome 
I from God, yea many a welcome, yet how 
' ſhon is the Soul fo creſi-fall'n, that*it is afraid 
4 0 gointo Gods preſence ? and throvgh the 
- 7 Power of Sataz and Melancholy, duty, yea 
many 


Calling 
Gods love 
in queſtion 
for want of 
Eyidences; 
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many duties: have hereby been a—_ 
This provokes. God exceedingly ; 
When you have had his..S:affe, and he. 
kts,when.you have had ſuch admirable pro 
of his Love, in ſending his Son, and Ii* 
Spirit after you, to. work ſo great and gliri 
a change in you, coming in the #t3/! wh. 
and whiſpering Love | unto you, dindiing of 
as on the knee, welcoming you again nf. 
agun to the Throne of Grac, oftfilling ya. 
empty Bottles, anſwering your thouluff 
Doubts ſcaling the Covenant of Gn 
and.” granting and confirming to you'll 
the Parents of Love ; And yer at eaſl..: 
turn . have you doubted, whether 
love. you. or no ? God chides Zion, | 
Iſa. 49. 14+ this, Let not Zion ſay, the Lord bath j 
ſaken, &c. 
Conclu- 5+ Are there not ſome good Souls. ( cho 
ding Gol their goodnels lies not in this ) that 'are aft 
no Friend queſto ' the Love of God to them, from 
becauſe blaſphemons thoughts and injeGions that 'they i 


an 15 an 
__ 9" barrazed with ? But what, becauſe $ Satan] 


doth tempt YOur Adverſary, mui God therefore not | 'v | 


them. © your Friend ? Becauſe Satan doth tempt ya 
: will it [therefore follow, that God doth # 


love you ? Were we not wonderfally protipy .; 


to cvil ſurmiſes - and difirufis of God, 1 

would not make Satans Malice a ground (uf 
cient to doubt of the Love of God. Dat 
the Husband love his Wife the lefs, for tii 
ſhe is tempted, whileft ſhe defics the Temptd 


and is burthened with his foul and uingy hk 
Ucitations? | | 


Their ungodlinſs. - 95 
Þ| Obowir Satan gratified bereby ? He 1s the Canfide= 
cat Accuſer,; the great Tale-bearer, that ſe- 13tions | 
"UE rateth oboice Friends + He gocth betwixt — 
*$:4and Saints, as a Mediatour of Differences, Gq 
"Ro accuſe Saints to God, and God to Saints, 
nd will you any longer be Tale-hearers againſt 
Sod ? Believe it, the falſe witneſs - which he 
"Þriogs, is againft bim, who hath given you 
TFronderful proofs of this everlaſting Love to- 

*Svards you. When, O ! when will you com- 

Slain of Satan, in the words of the: Pſalmiſt ? 

aw 14 Enemy bath perſecuted my Sox, he hath Plal.143-3s 
"node me to dwell in darkneſs, Jike thoſe that 

Wave been long dead. . It is the Enemy that 

"Fails and obicures the work of the Spirit what 

"The can, that you ſhall (ce it no more than a 

WWczd man can behold any company that is in 

She Room, Vault or Grave with him. When 

Watan tells you, your Graces are counterfeir, 

our Faith but that which a temporary may 

ave, your Graces but moral Vertues;.O ! 

ow ſoon. is Four Enemy. credited-? how 

uch moxebelicved than God, his Minifiers, 

id all the teftimonies of Gods Love that are *. 
Prought you ? Hence you are one day jealows | 
Pf the Kindneſs of Chrift, another day of the” / 1 
\ F une of Chriſt, then of. the Intentions of 

Thrift, he means no good to me : Hence al- 

$0 you doubt of the acceptance of your Perſons 

nd Duties , There is a Cloud bangs over my 

"8 ajers, that they cannot paſi up : If I come 

Jo Chriſt, he will not look on (uch a Wretch 

$slam. Many ſuch hard thovghts of Chriſt 

Þe luggeſted by Satan, and too foon .cnter- 

# | tained 
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tained by us :' Whilſt ſo, you can nevg 
God for any Mercy ; fot you doubt wheth 
be a Mercy to you. ** Can you bleſs hip 
* life, health, and length of daycs, yl 
* you have this Swggeſtion, that your ag 1, 
< (wells with your time; Can you ble 
* for Eftates, Honours, Friends, Ge, - 
* yew” have this jes/oxfie, that God is | 

** you .as Hoggs for the ſlaughter ? Cy 
*' ble God for Ordinances, whilcſt you] 

* that there is a Commiſſion given forth 


. © though you have eyes, yet you ſpall not ſa 


 youe Will alſa be bindred from waiting 


© And that the Sn is to barden you, whiln. 
"© foftneth others ? Yea, how can-ye blch 
« for Chriſt, when you imagine he is ſet jp 
« fall ? | 

By giving way to theſe Jcaloulic 
dam up the Springs of Praife, that Wpgj 
flow from your lips day and night. 8 


n 


db 
| Lord, with that free and chearful Spun lay : 


Patricks 
Parable of 
the Pil- 
grim, 

P, 27, 2g. 


ought. I cannot wait on an Enerny, #Þpon 
Friend. _ If T1 have curſed jealoubes Getty 
man, I find no pleaſure to be in his confhoy; 
and if heemploys mz: about any thing&haſe 
grudgingly about it. The truth 1s, Yhis cj 
* long as you entertain ſuſpitions of ayes 
© willingneſs to make you happy, andWhe 
&« ford you ſathcient means to make yollfGod | 
* py, all your Rcligion will degenerattfiſcs, 

©2 ſpurious zud baſe-bozi: Devotion mmor 
© ſtead of that free and friendly converty wi 
< ought to be maintained between Gale for 
** your Souls, your will only flatter D8 will 


Their nungodlineſs. 
$ ſctvile manner, and bribe him not t&# be 
"S$ your Enemy. Worſhip God you mult; 
iS for ſcar of incurring his difpleaſure, and 

WS 1c& your negleQs of. him ſhould rouze up 
S his anger againſt you 3 bur you cannot en- 
bv certain any chcarful and friendly fociety 
S with a Being which appcars in a dreſs fo 
horrible to your Souls. Now between 
iS chis neceffity of coming to him, and-that 
IS fcarfalneſs to approach him, what can 
"8 cher be begotten, bur a forced and con- 
Ffiraincd Devotion, which, bccauſe you do 
"Snot love, you would willingly leave, did 
<F not the dread and horror you have in your 
JFSouls of him, dragg you to his Alrars ? 
 FAnd what arc you wont to do there? Truly 
\Snothing but cry, and look as if you were 
| Weoing to Execution, till you can flatter 
Yyour (clvcs into ſome hopes, that he is mov - 
6 Fed by your crycs, and forced ſubmiflions, to 
Sly afide his frowns, and cafi a better afpeAk 
Wpon you : Bur your hard thoughts of God 

$ eturriing,” you are contiraincd to renew 
Jour Vaviſh Devotions, that you may pur - 
n&Fhaſc another gracious look from him. In 
his circle do your poor Souls ſpend many 
layes, and advance not one ficp rowards 

Whe New Feruſalem. No wonder therefore 

od bc fo provoked at this fin of evil ſur- 
rabies, This is what I have oblervcd very 
gnmon among the Lords People , they will 
crowy with (ome carnefinefs, and perhaps 
Wye fome confidences that God is gracious, 

182 will anfyer their prayers, and grant all _ 

| &G - thew + —- 


Profeſlors 
unthank- 
fulneſs. 


Their ungodlineſs; 

theix deſircs | but: no ſooner off from tþ1,, 
knees, ( but if they think of God, yet) ine 
lay down their expeQations of receiving ho 
thing from God, and fall to difirufting ar 
renew their jealoufics of God as foon x ' 
have done Praying, | What? Is God. "Þ | 
nay ? , Is he kind, when thou art on thy h 

and unkind as'ſoon as off ? Will God 

well from thee, that in thy datics n_ 

put to thy Seal that God is trme, and | 

and minds thy good ?' And preſently tk 

the Sca), yea, rather Sca} to a parcheni 


- the Devils drawing 3 that God is falfe, Ther } 


hh, and one that fecks thy ruine ? O!' he 
ehere i is a Devil, and amelancholy humſeair 
be wrought upon , 1 do even deſpair thei 
this curſed God-diſhonouring and defy tc 
fin, to be quite rootcd out of the henſþ+. 
Chriſtians; but yer it Is a Provocatng 

Let it be for a Lamentation. . | 


Am : 


CHAP, XII... 


POOP”) I | 


Sy. TN than ulneſs is TP" piece i ters, 
LU laneſs if Profeſſors are very (i Ap 


Trail, or Thaokfulnels is as the Penny Pugh 
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| Wper+ corn, which God;cxpeRs:a5 :acknowlege: 
t ) nent, 8s high Rent, to; be paid himyfor all we 
Mold of him: But how hath this been-denyed 2 
aAand-thereby how jufily have we forfeited all 
#Wnto the hands of God ? Though the paying 
ey f this rent: penny be: the only Heavenly work Pſal. 65, 
 UShat can be. done. on Earth; the only joyfal  _ - 
It Geezer, that ſhall Jaſt to all Erernty in ano+ 144. 46, ult. 
Yer lifcza work that ſhould: ever zyait forGod in 
"Wn, and.therefore Zion is called 1ſrach my glo< 
Wy; hangs only.b:cauſe God gloricth in Zion, but 
necauſe Zion ſhould continually glozitic God 2: 
e Get how unthavkful are the moſt Profeſſors ? 
! Whe. very Heathens will ric up in- judgement 
mYeaioſt + unthankful Chriſtians 3- They had 
r Whcir hymns to:theix Gods. - Plato when rea» 
Wy to'dic;, gave God thanks for three things, 
pat . be was made a man , . that he: was born in 
300; mm and that he lived 3 in the time of Socra- 
| How. muck more ſhould our lips ſherw 
wh the bigb praiſes of God, . who hath made 
snot only: men, but new men £ That we are 
fr of God.,- adopted the. Children of the 
opti High, and regenerated-by the Spirit? 
That we have breathed not in Greece, but in 
mland, in Ariel, a place .of Viſions, in the 
of. Fifion'?' O the riches of free grace! 
at our Mothers Conceived with us in this 
ce of light, and : atſuch a time: when the 
Prion was moſt enriched with the light of 
: Goſpel, when it was full: of gracious Mi> | 
"1 ters, the beſt that ever the world ſaw ſince. 
Apoſtles dayes ! Why had not God 
git thee out of the Womb: when: this 
| G2 land 


ae ED 
Aer 


=} _— 
_—— 


| well as fining lights; many examplcs of lf,” 


- 
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/land was overrun with Paganiſm ? with | ſuc 


pery * Why had not the Lord ſhut thee $190 
and imprifoned thee with the reſi of th©! 
World in darknefi, and in the fpadowrFY: 
death. O that when the Goſpel ſhines bf Ch 
upon a little pos of ground, which God hav 
incloſcd for himſelf, and files it his pleaſaſ9®* 
place, his garden, that thou ſhouldii be told 
man born there That when the reſt of if! 
world is like the barren mountains, on whi tha 
70 rain fals, and brings forth nothing þ wit 


| bryars, that God ſhould bring thee forth! gb 


the place of his Tabernacle! And yet thou} and 
grateful wretch will hardly confeſs, that, 7 
lines are fallen happily, and that thou b bow 
goodly beritage. How fcldom is (uch| ofbe 
guage as this heard from thee ? ** Bleſſed nth 
* the Lord that my lot is fallen in ſo fat 
&« oround : blefſed be God that I was bon ak 
* England, and not in the Walts of Arai 
«or America; thanks be to the Lord, thif fach 
« have had more than the light of thevi conf 
&* Moon, and Stars to conduct me to Jil This 
*© chat (o many wells of Salvation have if 
© opened unto me, which have been ſputu 
© the moft of the World. But to retun 
Plato : If he thanked God: for living int, * 
dayecs of, Socrates, we may fay , that gre Mok 
than Socrates have been xmongſt us. Well *. 
Had thoſe, with whom we have taken FO 
counſel , with whom togetber. we bave gi men 
the bowſe of God, - who have: been burm 


Sit 7 


SLICE 


walking heavenly Chriſtians have we ef! q 
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\ pſuch as have had the wiſdom from above, and 
more purelcarning, than ever Socrates or Plato 
* afcould pretend to. The Society of how ma- 
7 {ny. heavenly, grave, fcrious, ative, fruitful 
I Chriſtians have we been bleſt with, ſuch as 
have been faithful admoniſhers, fach as would 
not ſuffer ſin to reſt upon #5, ſuch as havedaily 
told us, here is the way, walk, berein ? O the 
of helps we have had ! But O che curſed un- 
+ thankfulneſs of our hearts towards God, not- 
'\F withſtaiding his beſtowing upon us ſo many 
© lights to greide us, fo many fires to warm us, 
# and ; -Iop — to ſeaſon us! | 
1. Inflead of giving God the plory of all, O rence 
1, of bow bave we (amifced £0 our po. pn 0 Denon 
& other Inſtrements ? We have praiſed our ſelves, Sacrificing 
# rather than God for what we have. We have 2 In%ru- 
-oÞ not aſcribed the glory to God, but to Taftru= 1; 7. 16, 
-| ments: like that Cardinal, who writ down © 
(aj Ow much ſuch a Prince honoured him, what 
Cluch a Lord did for him, and what ſuch a Pope 
of conferred on him; whereupon another infers, 
þ This man remembred bas Friends , . but forgot 
« bf God. Saul bath ſlain bis #bouſands, and David 
»# ten thouſands; but God hath little or no 
ſharein the Triumph. 
i 2+ How ſenfible are we of our wants and Too, much 
gre ſtraits ? But O how anaiſected with the good- <omplan- 
re ls of God towards us ? How full of com- > 
n (Paints are we ? but empty of acknowledge- 
of ients ? Hath not the want of ſome one thing 
-m$"00ved ws of the comfort of all our enjoy- 
Fa{ents, and God of the praiſe that was due to 
nice name ? We have been ( (ach is our way- 
=” G 3 ward 
ff 


F? " A , 4 : \-* s c by 
7 o*'*. _ Y 
Their #2 "A 


ward:Niture.) more:troablkd for the wang 


(ome one thing, than thankful for many nuf 


Prayer. 


cics 3 Like Hamaz, one Mopdicat not by 
ing to our dehres, hath made us heavy. 
{enſcleſs under all our:' honours , and 
vouchſatements: Like 'Achab> we haveh 
morc defied for want of -:Naboth's 
yard, thaw we have _ God wen 

dom. . . 

3» Are LUEL ofimer Y LA and | 


#7015 arc long, bs Praiſes are ih To wf ' 


be Praiſe, honour and glory, fexves for al 
ficient Doxology ; Yea, how earneſt, ow! 
vent, how: importanate are we in the 


 #ary part; but how dull and bearthſtare 


Setting up 
their reſt 


te gladnefs, 


' Plal. 109, 
. 30 3T. 


Forgetting < 


Mercies. 


IG. 17. 10s 


ys - niesaBeacy: RE ; +\(0-1s-he 'tſ? 
4. cc ell = $ 


the Gratulatory part of Prayer ? 
4- Do not we ſet up our reſt in being yh | 


 Mercies and Deliverances /? Whereas 1th ab 


thing to'be glad of a Mercy or Dcliverii 
but another thing to be thankful for it; 
are they glad: ;,. I bur that will not ( 
eurn 3 it is a return of an higher nature,wl 


God:looks for : O that men 'would pou 


Lord for his govaneſs 1 .. 
$. Are not we xnndindfn] of the uy | 
FR. 5b Wo God with 6? Have not we: 
#ex the 

mindful of the Rock, of our ſtrength f © 
« an unthankful man ( faith Senecs )) th 


od of our Salvations,, and been 


' Their nngodiineſs.. 10 


ah -< embles it, together with him that requites 


G:irnot ; bur of all the refi, he is muſt un- 


«4 thankful, that hath forgotren it. \ : 
6. Heve not-we neghFed to make Catalogues Not make 
ithe. Mercies we have received, to help our mo 

memories * How can we, that have nor, and cory 


will 'not ſubmit to this Divine Ordinance; look 


(i: upon our ſclves' as forme of Gods Iſrael ! This Plal. 785. 


|: Ged bath ordained for a Law, and a Statute 
ml for Hracl: What was this Ordinance ? That os 
i #9 ſhould write 32 ( what God bad done for © tk , 


if chem): and (o provide, that the Generations 


uf ro come might know what God had done, 
' But alas! how little carchave we, that whar- 
- ſhever God does, may be for ever to his glory ? xcclec v 


F-How anjuft are we unto our Children, and 14. 


the Generations to c-me, in depriving them of 


Mit 2 faithful Record of Gods Mercies to us, in 


which God ſpzaks to them, 'as well as unto 


| us? What God ſpake to Facrb at Bethel, he 
 ſpake to Iſrae}, that lived in Hſes's time, 


49 <bovea thoufand years after it : There be ſpoke Hof. 1213. 


riff with 45. How injurious to them? By fuch a 


& kithtul Record;they might read the right way 
$10 Gailing Heaven. ward 3 by our Falls, th:y 
wil might know where lye the Rocks and Quick- 


F '$Res are to be found. 
"ll 
# Gvodnefi of God towards ns? Bow fcldom do ing of 


el 
« 


- 
* 

' : 
33 


nds; and by our Dcliverances, where Oat —_ 


7. Have not we been #00 filent concerning the Not ſpeaks 


we with David ſay, Come and bear all ye that Gods Mer- 
ſear God,” ani I will declave what be hath done Tp roo 


for-my, Sole How unlike Saints arc we ? Pſa:66716. 


Thy Sins ſhall bift thee , they-ſpall ſpeak, of © 
G4 the 
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the glory of thy Kingdom, and talk, of thy pllaich 
Pſal. 145. &r, to make known to the ſons of men thy migtſhe 
10,11,1:. afls. I will mention the loving Kindneſs of pauſe 
Wa. 63.7- Lord, and the Praiſes of tbe Lord , acentf{Sata 
80 all that he bath beſtowed on me, &c. , Sob 
_-.__ _ 
_ 9 8. Have not we negl:&ed to call on the 
4 ns jon with ws in the bleſſing of God | When 
Joyn with we make a ColleHion of Praiſes fromback 
them in - Friends, that would gladly have been inf #'il 
Praling Bire? A thankful heart is filled with enlf Lon: 
>” ed deſires, that. otbers, that al, would jj to. þ 
: .jn the work of Prailing God. A gra met 
beart doth not think it enough #0 praik. FE 
alone; though it-would be praifing God, of fra 
there none in Heaven or Earth to bear it that 

any. 
Their Un- f But I ſhall ſpeak more particularly, anlff Goc 


_ ſtance in ſome of thoſe choice perſonal M did 
| cies ( to wave national ones )) for which Go! 

beſt of us are too too unthankful. * | abe 
For Con=- How bave we forgot the bole, and def upo 
veriion. and miry clay, out of which we were diff his 


Have not we been unmindful of che bla tha 
 Fabilee, when the Priſoners were lctalf in r 
the Priſon-houſe ? Pau! remembreth af "may 
, Circumſtances of his Converfion , the 
Alt.22.6,7- wherein, in a journey nigh to Damaſcu!} Th 
Time when, about Non; the Manner | zbe 
ſuddenly there did ſhine ? Jaw Heaven of his 
Light round about me, and I fell to the gy ani 
| . and heard a weice, &c, He remembraj Pr 
y Tim. 1- hat be vas before Converſion ; 144 
73. ©" fentor, # Bloybemer, and injurion, | 
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tlith God ? Remember this day : What day? 
mAThe day wherein you were delivered from the 
of Bbouſe of bondage under Sin, tbe World, and 
Seton, O | how have we forgotten., that 
the Lord, by a firong and irrefiftable work 
of his bleſſed Spirit : tranſlated us out of the 
beff Kingdom of Satan, into the Kingdom of bis 
D 

m 


n © dear Son ? It was he that made Fordan 1s give 

Shback, and delivered us from Egypt,” and the 
n& #ildernef, that we might inherit the good 
nf Lond. - O ! what Encmics were we, fiudying 
is to. be damned, galloping to Hell, till God 
met us * 


from whence all our Mercy flowes ? How un- 
t thankful have we been for that Original-founs 
tain-Mercy, eternal Election ? Why ſhould 
i God fingle us out a People for himfcif? Why 
| did grace bloſſom from Eternity ? Why did 
a$ God plot and fiudy my happineſs before I had 
| abeing? What was there, that Facob is ſmiled 
upon, and Eſa not ſo ? God might have had 
ol | his Revenues of glory out of my ruine. O 
uy that he ſhould glorifie the riches of his mercy 
i in my Salvation / And yet how Little is God 
magnified for this? | 


Though he be the Stream that alone refreſheth 
the City of God, yet how (eldome is his Zove, 
his oyps and condeſcentions for us, his bleeding 
and dying for us, remembred by us, withhearty * 
Praiſes and Thankſpivings ? 


ſj "of Grace, which Mr. Allen excellently calls 


ed How ſeldome do we look back, to bd Spring For Elett- 


How - little do we bleft God for Chrift 2*** Cine 


How little do we blefi God for the Covenant For th:Ce- 


» Grace, and 


Ezek. 36. 
27. 

For out- 
ward Sal. 
vations. 


Their 1ngod lineſs. 

The Bow inthe Clond, after a Deluge of Snhan y 
Miſery, the forfeited Leaſe of Eternity renewidih,q 0 
Magna Charta of the City of- God, tbe Hyhgay 
Sinners, and the Riches of Saints ? And inhaich' 
ticular, for the Promiſe of the. Spirit, in aldwath' 
Offices and Operations, for the applictiafly'an 
the purchaſed Poſſeſſton ? 1 will put my Shs wes 
wihin.yvs. | | Fruſhe 
\..FDw. little do. we remember to blefi th liq Ve 
for outward Salvations ? You began pelihifien 
with a little, as Facob, and nowv beboldcngs 
bave two bands, a troop of Childififeen « 
Friends, &c. and an Efiate to 


_ them, When others have had one Me y 


have - had Benjamin's Portion, the filveriſque ti 
put into the ſacks month; Riches, and Godifdeme 
Eſtate, and Chrift too ; Peace, and th Yd) 
of Peace too; the World, 2nd a good Talifguar 
ts and yet do not you fcldome cry-Wtof 
Bleſt the Lord, O'my Soul ! and let all that uwiyou 
zn thee praiſe bis boly Name ? How fcldome! 
you conſider who hath 1zint ained you all 
while 2 Who hath ide/ivered you, and 


| Yor as brands out of the fire ? You have 


the-Sentence of Death tn yourſelves 3 you uy'v0 


| been, with David and Pawl, in the mi 


#be Lyon, and yer ſaved; near to- periſh! 
the Bullet, Sword, - Peftilence, Feaver,| 
other dangers, and yet your Lives givanyy P 
for a prey * But how: ſoow bave you forgotten} 
wonders ſherwen unto the dead © O the manyſyj 
venting Mercics that you have been madep'! 
takers of ] Hath not "God frcarcd you 1nmay Ji 
eravails ? How many-havedicd much yourſſj © 
chit 


Their wngodlineſs. 

San you, whiltefi the Lord lengtheth out 
Sur daycs in order to Repentance ? How 
IMay. have died in an infiant, and been 
Sutch'd away, without any warning given of 

1 lDeath's approach 3 whileſt you have had ma- 
ati 'an Harbinger, to give you to underſtand 
"Sis neatnefs to-you ? How. many . have been 
Kruſhed by falls from houfes, and” devoured 
ve ly 'bealts, and. by other accidents have been 
xificntd to their long home ; whileft God is 
v*SongAuffering'to you ? How many have you 
1dieen drawn onSSleds, led to ſhamefal and vio- 
uent Deaths, whilcft you have been kept from 
f,Wech diſmal ends ? And are there no thanks 
vr idue to the Narne' of God ? And yet bow ſel- 
dfdome' do you ailirive at diſtinguiſhing Providence, 
e Gland preventing Joving kindneſſes ? You have a 
algguard of Angels to attend you day and night, 
f (fito ſecure you from danger 3 but how little do 
wh you | bleft +he Lord for the Heavenly Fit ? nd 


$yct, if you-do thank God for ſome fignalout- 


ug ward-Mercies, perhaps for caſe fromthe Stone, 


2x Gout, Cholick ; perhaps for ſecurity from the . 


caFroge of rhe devouring Peftilence: if you thank 

tot God more for deliverance from Hell, from 

F the grife arid power of Sin, than for outward 

Salvations, you diſcredit God, and his choiceſt 

& Mercies, by under-rating Spirituals to Tem- 
Porals. _ 

*- * We ſhould have blefſed God for his Rod, 

i 43 well as for his S1affe, for both are Mercier ; 

bat bow unthank ful are we 'even for ſufferings 

is Jor rigbteokſneſt ſake ? God expects, that #n 

| every 1bing.we give thanks > a5 we ſhould = 

p c 


For ſuf- 
ferings 


for hriſt, 


Their ungodlineſs. 
be partial in our Obedience, fo neither inf. 
Thankggiving. How little have we init,” 
the ancient Chriſtians, whoſe mouths. of" 
alwaycs full of Thanks be unto-God ? Tha, 
luted one another. with. Deg gratias; and w 
they heard fydings of Perſecurion or Pra 
on, of. Croſſes or Comforts, ſtill they] 
out, God be thanked. How unlike are 1 
famous Bradford ? If C (aid he) the « 
will releaſe me, T will tbank, ber ; if Py 
keep me in Priſon, 1 will thank, ber ; if ſu 
brern me, I will thank, her. Thon ſhould 
from thy very heart, ** Though fick, th 
« ſcorned, though threaened, though af 
* day long counted 4s a ſheep for the 
«© yet bleſſed be God that I am — : 
*co ſuffer for his Name : Bleſſed bed 
"Y "* that he counts me for a Son, and chi 
*< me for my profit, that 1 may be made pat 
| uy bis bolineft : Bleſſed be God, that | 
aftened, that I may not be cont n 
- But how few give thanks alwayes in allthh, 
* unto God ? We have been too backwall 
glorifie God in Zion, much more in the| 
The Apofile Peter would not have m1 
ſuſfering-as a Chriſtian, to be ſhamed ; bi 
glorifie God on this behalf, and to rejoicy 
as much as he is partaker of Chrifts ſuſſui 
But God knows how far from Praiſes welt 
been, when the Storms have been bigh,4 
threatned our Tabernacles, - 
Conlidera= Fw hath God charged us to cole 
tions againſt, * 22 to praiſe : bim for at ? Te that a » 


oe Lord, praiſe bim : Praiſe bim, O ye Ser 


Their unzoalineſs..- 109 
VS :be Lord ! Praiſe thy God, O Zion !* Praiſe Phil. 22.23, 

En in the beiobts : Praiſe God in bis Sandua- pk po 

%.: Praiſe bim for his mighty afts : Praiſe _ —_ 

Gi according to his excellent greatneſſ. Doth x50. r, z, 
"Sore the innumerableneſs of Gods requiries of 
Diſc and thankſgiving, aggravate our 'neg- 
4 of this Duty ? IFhat proviſion bath Chriſt 
"Sade againft this Sin ? Hath not he appoint- 
8d . the Sacrament of bis Supper, on purpoſe 

o:belp us to Remember hin, and his faving - 

Þenefits? Do this in Remembrance of me. Bat 
Tave not many Profcſſours been fo reſolved: 
To be unthankful, that they have neglefed 
"Whis great Ordinance, which was appointed 
Mo firengthen. their Remembrance of paſt Mcr- 
"Fcics ? Hath not God told us, that be hath form- 
"ed us for- bis praiſe ? And' what, yet back- 
Sward thercunto ? We can never love God to an 
"Phecight, whileft we forget bis loving Kindneſſer. 
*W wonder not, that many complain of their 
Jecayes of Loye to God, whileſt "they forget 
"is wonders of Grace and Love to their Souls. 
Ever Publicans will love thoſe of whom they are 
Preloved, And did: we oftner recount che 
Mercies. of God, they would work endear- 
nents betwixt God and our Souls ; Did we 
*FKonhder, what a wonder it is, that God 
"Phould draw us out of nothing ; that he, who 
"Mioops to bebs/d the things of Heaven, ſhould 
Jput his finger to our workmanſhip ; that he 
\Knould curiouſly work us, as Needle-work, 
n thedark Vaults of Nature ; and that when 
"pvc were fuller of fin, than the Toad of poy- 
Pon, that yet he: ſhould feed a Toad, and 
RET cloath 


q 


PlaL 72.42. 


NMatth. 16. 
8, 9. I0. 


Their ungodlineſs, 
cloath- a' Cackatrice : che Fire of Loy mall 
God would burn within our breafts. '4$ ſure 
God provoked by this ſin ? God took it illu#* zhe 
hands of the Ifatliter, that they remy 
not bis band, nor the day ins which be dunif* 
them ; How - much more do we grienff 
Loxd; who remember not the goodnch #* 
ſalvation of the Lord in Canaan, yalſ'* 
Zion ? Our Saviour was grieved, that hi 
ciples remembred not the five Eoaues, and 
ſeven Loaves, and. bow many. Baikets thy 
& ; Innumcrable greater favours hath 
ſh:wed to us, and yet we forget them. 
have we forgot the God that bridled Ny 
proud waves, and faid, Hitherzo: ye ſod 
and no farther ? When we: were rp 
Judgement, then Mercy fiept in, anlff*® 
how flow to give thanks ? Hardly ox of 
bleſſcch God for cleanſing Mercy, 3s 
ought. . Were there not ten cleanſed, but i 
are the nine? This makes me fear, Pt 
have not had a deep ſenſe of the mifery$90 fo 
Gains of Nature, for that their Saviour ive 
more thanked, * Did not. che Lord (few 
* thee, by an over-powering work of gi * 
© upon thy Soul at firft Convertion,  th&%* 
& willing to be made happy? Did not be $*%} 
© pel thee to come into the Feaſt ? Was It laick 
<« God that brought thee to ſuch a Pariſh, 
& ſach a Minifter, and to ſuch a Text } RR" 
« did not he, by his - Almighty power, "th: 
© able thee to believe and apply. # Was ity 
< he, that broke thine heart, when « Whati 
$ a5 @ netb# ft Mill ftone, and made Ut i, 
«© malkey 


Their ungodlineſs. 


mil matledble and pliant to his will and plea- 
HS fre ? And: what, forget: the wonders of 
at 
$to the heart. Did not he cauſe the Walls 
$*of: Ferico to fall, as by the voice of Rams- 


v Did not he alienate thine heart from Lufſis, 
{that were dearer- to-thee than thine eyes ? 
* Did: not- he prefent the face of Chriſt, as 
lovely to thy Sou], who bifore was deſpiſed 
« andrijified * And hath not Chriſt fed thee 
« with freſh ſupplies of free grace, that have 
# watered thy Soul every moment, {o that you 
0 .haye' been kept through bis mighty power ? 
*How many doubts hath Chriſt anſwercd 5 
x © and how-many fcruples hath he, by his 
8< Holy Spirit, fatisfied thee in ? And yer, 
FF© 0 wretched heart / how unthankfull: haſt 
; (8 thou been ? Thow baſt forgot all bis benefits. 
offA man would think' it were impoſſible, that 
gevery unpleafing Providence ſhould make. us 
149 forgetful of all the mighty Works, chat 
Fave been done within doors upon ouFSouls. 
How juft is it with God to plague ns , for this 
ae wnkindnefi- unto him ? Becauſe thou baft for- 
1 (a n,-&c. ' therefore the harveſt ſhall be an 
; > In the beginning all ſaccecded well, 
it EF faich Yoroblue upon the place ) according to 
6, your defire : 1n'the day the Plant grew, and in 
pre -wiorning the Seed floxriſhed ; but becauſe of 

; Piithankfulneſs, .cxtream miſery followed. 
tf Yonder not, that the Showres are with-beld, 
({hatthe Lord cauſeth the San to ſee on the 
© rophets #t Noon day, that the Marina falls 


— & 5X ©. = 3 


f 
1 
| 


U 


not 


I1T- 


b the Lord inthe deep ? This vexeththe Lord 


«bornes, by weak inconfiderable means * 


Pal. 17. 
Io, 11. 
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TIngrato 
quod dona- 
Pur, deper- 
aitnr. Sens 


Their nngodlineſs, - 
not before your doors, that the bidder Ming -- - 
and white Stone, are denied you, you havehy © '- 
unthankful, you have not taken care for the filþ & : 
ments, that nothing be loft. Gods Mercies hif*#* 
bcen loſt upon you. Our Waters were bec 
Wines, our Gleanings were b:tter than} 
Worlds Vintage : God dealt with us a % 
But now, if he draws in-his hand, and mul” - 
Garden as a deſolate Wilderneſi for this fin, iſher 
can ſay unto God, What oft thou ? Muſt 
all of us put our mouths in the duſt? Did 
we fit under our own Vines? Had wenoty 


ſolemn Aſſemblies ? Did not we gon trooft 


bouſe of the Lord ? Was not Holineſs in o + 
dit ? Did not the mix'd multitude yoyn mi 


. us, and defired to be nwumbred amongſt #, 


cauſe God was with us ? Did not fear com mſniy 
&l the Penple ? And bad not the Churches 1 

Did we fear the ſhaking of the Spear ? Miygpctir 
we not have been as holy as we pleaſed ? i 
not we as much liberty as we defired ? Bu 
theg how unthankful were we ? How trowlſh! 10! 
werells that every Mordecai did not bow; 880 
every one would not be of our mind, p*u 


' dance after our pipe ? God knows what aCiÞ*<ti 


troverhie there is with the Land, for the 1% 1 
thankfulneſs of them that dwelt therein. $"*P* 
how glad would yebe of one of the dayes of $*%*« 
Son of man ; of your 0'd Priviledges, andy alin 
ritual Liberties? Becanſe ye bave not ſerved © 
with joy and praiſe in dayes of plenty, tereſt" | 


 #s but arigbteous thing, that you ſerve in ſed p ", 
-gnd famine of Bread; of the IYord of the LudF; 
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, bejr neele of Prayer \, eſpecially of ſe- _” 


\  cret Prayer. 


id | 
TR Loh ed a 
11ly.'N Eplk@& of Prayer is another part of Un- Profeſſors 


nf © L VN godiineſs, too common even amohgPro- negle& of 
 wieſbre. * Requeti and Thank(piving are ( faith Prayer. 
vr, (one ) like the double-motion of the Lungs, by 
:oEvtych they ſuck in, and breath out the air 
($gain: In the Peritionary part of Praycr, we: 
lefire 'either che beftowing of ſome good 
thing, of the preventing or' removing. of 
3afome evil from our \(elves,- or the(inflicting Is 
bot fome evil on Gods implacable Enemies : 

| lad in the Gratulatoty part of Prayer, we 
erurn the praiſe of glory , of what we'have 
Seccived from God; unto God.' - Though 
We Thank sgiving part of Prayer be' moſt, yet 
, Wie petz0zonary part of Prayer is t00 much neg- 

F$cQed. It is Ungodlineſs to-go about any 
;Palinefs, or Journey, to fix our Abode, to 
{ ((X any Creature, Food, or Phylick , with- 
Par asKing Gods leave and blefling in Prayer; 
F<; it is a branch of Atheiſm; this Brat 
4Þ! nreligion'is laid at the door of Atheiſm by p,, , a"; 


he Paimift: ty ic nor a Lamicntatioo, and I, 334», SY 


o 
, 


H ſhould 


} 


"Ig: Their ungodlineſ7. 
ſhould it not be for a Lamentation , that 
mayy Profeffors ſhould be guilty of ſuchuWh1 
godlinels? CC EE SEN I — > : 4 


* 


«Are #here. not. many, who. never prayed. in 
—_ their lives ? Profeſſors are looked upon | 
"2y'"s* the world as Praying people 3 but O ! houff 
| rhe world mifiaken in many of-them ? 
Iſa. 41.21, baft not called upon me, O Jacob ! Thouff 
23- . - Facob was a People (evercd into a Chung? 
State, with an aim at Gods. praiſe, yet Julſ- 
prayed not; This. was grievous unto God, | 
not* many Profeſſors clearly evidence, fi 
they axe prayerleſs Souls,. by' their 4iſul 
ence to, the Preceptive, their impatience und 

.: . the Proyidential Will of God ? By thei | 
 #ruft of the All-ſufficiency and Faithfulwf 
of God? .She obeyed not the voice : ſhe rec 
Zeph. 3-2. nos correfion : ſhe truſted not in the Lord; 
drew not near to ber God. By their entring] 


Matth,26. fo fo many Temptations ? Watch and h rat 
41. left yeu ent;r.into. Temptation, By their ba ici, 
Se deceived, and: labouring to deceive othen time 
Jer. 10.21. the things of. God ? The Paſtors are be This 

bruitiſh, and bave not ſought the Lora, | longer 


+  Zeph, 1.6, fh£ir Back ſlidings, and Apoſtatics ? And yy 
4 : that are turned back from the Lord, and thiſel _ | 


1 - 


bave not fought the Lord. 


Canmnee- Doth not this fin ſpeak, ont -bigh contemif © Ti 
ratiens | | 
azainot God ?. That God is not entertained, ſo mt 
this fin. . as in athought ?- He willnot ſeek God: Ou 
Plal. IO. 4+ 08 34. all bis thoughts. That the thougil 
God arc blaſphemous ? What profit from 
| bave , if we pray unto him? - Yea, Dat! 
Jobjak.15. . 3 £ $f 
. _  #his fin ſpeck but the brarts denial of 08 


FE 
! F 
f 


JÞ hat Gich the Pſalmift ? The Fool bath ſaid os 


| God. To live without Prayer, is to be dead * 
1 
4 


Their ungodlineſ”. "7 


: Pal. 53. 


his heart , there is no God : he calls not wpon | 


while alive ; fox it is to live without God. The 
Families that krzow 70t God, and that call not on Jete 10.25; 
bis Name, arc the fame. , What? Will ye not 


Bdo ſomuch as proy 'unto God? What can you 
"$do leſs for God , than by this homage, to 
own'him for your Maker ? Or lcfs for your 
Sown Souls, than to beg their lives of him, 
"Fivhoſe hand of Juſtice is lift up agairſt thern ? E 
F Their Sovls ( and theirs only }) all live, that © lal:69.32. 
"BF ſick the Lord. 'No MalefaQtors dye more un- 


Rf lamented, than thoſe, that when caft, will 

\Þ not beg for their lives. 

= How many alſo are there , that have caſt off Reſtrain® 
"Þ Proxer? How many have reſtrained Prayer 2 ing Prayer: 
"And that both when they have thought chey 


Þ have prayed themſelves out of sfi-Qtion, they 
have had no more to fay to God, till under af- JoÞ 15. 4: 


"Y fiction again : and when they have for ſome 
"Ftime prayed For deliverance to no purpoſe. 


$7 his evil is of the Lord, why ſhould I wait any 


longer ? This is worſe, than not to pray at all. 


:B Not to pray at all, notes only the negle@ of 
FJ duty ; but to caſt off Prayer, a diftafte of duty. 


+ tings: yet how little hath this Key been uſed ? 
i! ſhall wave publick nd private , and only 
; nftance in fecres Prayer, and that both ſid- 


— {Butt ſhall be more particular. 


' Though Prayer be the only Key, to unlock Negied- 


the Store-houſes and Treaſuries of all BleC- a” __ 


Prayer. . 


ſ 


den, ind compoſed, and ſolemn. How few 


as rofeſſors bave madz conſcience of Ejaculatory 


H 2 Prayer 8 


) 


I1i6 Their ungodlineſs, 
Prayer ? -How feldom have we dartd; 
our fouls to Heaven, uponſudden emerge ro 
+ occaſions, inſome ſhort defires ? As wh 
we are hearing , Lord, ſet bome thu Wal : 
- pon my heart , When in Prayer our hearts; 
"melting, &c. Lord, ſuffer not my beart of 
' more #0 be bardened from thy fear ;-, Wl .* 
we are about -our worldly employmeny 
Lord, keep my heart with thy ſelf, 6c. Ml *. 
not fome of us wholly unacquainted with. 
kiad of Praying? Not ſuch a Dart (ll. 
one )) to be found in all their Quiver. Ti, 
know not how, in the midſi of their worllff * 
buſineſſes, and company , yea, in thenil /;; 
of their folemn religious dutics, in hearny | 
reading, conferring, praying, &c. to (aff 
their thoughts to give God a vitit, thougll 
ſhort one, in a defire or two, to ſpeak 
leaſt one or two heart- words unto him. By .. 
not moſt Profeſlors too. much contenlif} 
themſelves with their ſolemn Viſits of Go 
but between their ſolemn Duties have ſa . 
ever converſed with God ? What accll  , 
ſhall we bc ablc to give of our thoughts (8, 
Gcfi-born of our Souls ) fromi morning 
evening? Is not this the higheſt improy - 
ment of them, to ſend them in embaſics ul; 
Heaven, and by them to converſe with Gl 
| Do not the beſt of us find firangenels aptÞ ,,. 
_ grow between God and our Souls, betwy , 
our (ct Dutics? And may we not 1mputelly 7, 
Grangeneſs to our omiſfion of thelc wh. 
tranficnt and occafional talkings with Got 
How many precious thingy, in Chatbony i 


Their ungodlineſs. * 117. 
-4 ference, in Sermons, in our folemn joynt 
£4 -Prayers, arc loft, for want of preſent lifting 
np our hearts to God, for his preſence there- 
\ 4 in, and 'blcffing thereupon ? How many bleſ- 
\ } {ſd motions of the Holy Spirit, ſuggeſied to 
us in our particular Callings, arc quenched, 

F for want of theſe ſhort (allics of our ſouls to 

'F Heaven, for more grace, that theſe (parks 

'F may be kept alive, yea, blown into a flame? 
4 NegteR of this kind of Prayer is no ſmall pro- 
mJ” vocation; it grieves God: there is much un- 

of kindneſs in it, that God ſhould be fo graci- 

| ous, as to lct his door ftand wide open at all 

'F times, and that he ſhould afſure us of wel- 

.Y come, when ever we come to him, and yet 

i that we ſhbuld not be ſo kind, as to ſtep in 

”F to viſic him," with a defire, hour after hour 

a4 and that, though we may thus viſit him, and 

'F not negleR' ( but rather further ) any by- 

# fines we have in hand , and without being 

.'F uncivil to any company in which we arc, He 
cannot but take this unkindly. 

{iff - How few Profeſſors have mate conſcience of Negle&- | 
| *#ſt-Prayer ? Though Chriſt takes it for 55 cloſets 
# grinted , thac his Diſciples will chus pray, 7. 
'q and hath anncx:d a (weet promiſe to the due 

7F petformance of this duty , I/yven thor prayeſk, - 

2 enter ito thy Cloſet, and when thou baſt ſhat Mar.6. 6. 
"| thy door, pray to thy Father, which is in ſe- 

Nt et, and thy Father, which feeth in ſecret, 

"7 Pall reward thee openly : Retire thy ſelf, get 

";{ thee a place, ſet chy (elf a time , wherein 

L. thou mayeRt vacare Deo, be at lcifare to make 

"| itthy baſincfs to pray to God, &c. Yet how 

= '* H3 is 


d 
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Their agodlineſs. | 


th to Heaven, As the pretence of every day- 


Sabbath -( faith one ) 'comes juſt to no Sab* 


S bath; fo the continual Praying of ſome carnal ; 
i Profeſſors, is not- Praying at alt. ' Ejacula. * © 
| cory Prayer thould not hinder, but rather fac 


for, ſolemn ſet Praying. Fire muf{. be kept 


aff upon the Altar continaally, bat that muft'not 
$# hinder the Morning*®-and Evening' Sacrifice. 
7$ True Chriſtians cannot be ſatisfied with a bit 
It and away, but they muſt have their ſet meals. 


Others look at Cloſet-Prayer to be at the belt 


a but's Free-will Offering ( as they term wy 
1S which - they may offer, if they will, but will 
w.notdwn it a daty : Surely ſuchratehttle ſen- 
uy ſible of their bearrploguer, or elle they would 
" alone,” on2-by” one, make Prayers and” Suppli- 
ty cations, Such either have not the Spirit at all, 
 orelle but litele, very litcle of che Spirit, or 
Fell they-would be Praying apart. In all my 
dF obſervation”, © the ruines of Chriſtians have - 
us begun in their Cloſet 'negle&s, either. by - 
a omitting the duty totally,” or by careleſs, for- 
EE mal, 'cuttomary managenient of it. ** Thee 
F< truth 1s-( faith a late "neat Writer ) this is 
© the firlt fiep cowards Apoſtacy: Back-liders 
Lo grow firlt out of 'acquaintance with Godin 


F< ſecret, then delight in this duty declineth 


wy" by little and little, then are they leſs fre- 
coy *quetit in their vifits, upon which followeth 


{1 


Fat ** pear great Clicklers and” zealots in publick - 


f 


1 Kingsl8. 
38, 39. 
Zech. 12, 
fo, Il. 


4g caſting off the duty, and yet they may \ap- . 


uy © Ordinances; but if they recover not what 


off *© they have loft in their fecrer Trade, they 
wy <* will exe long break here alſo, _o 
H 4 / No 


Their ungodline eſs. 
; No f| _ 6 ign of. an, Hypocrite,--th; 


_ neglc ſecret Prayer , 3x. turns thee in 


Jer.1o. 21. 


Job.16, 32, 


ſhip of Go 


Nel quark aptp: an Heathep 3 nay, 
to a Nebuchadnezzax , «# Beaſt, They wn 
come braitiſh , aud have not ſiught. the 


 Thoy pretendefi 2 love to; God, didſi 
love him, thou wonldi love to be withh 

yea, lovers covet tq be along, whe 

. may more freely impart thejr. mutual) a 


ons : Herhags in thy family, Religious y 


keep up thy credit with men, that chop ny 
not be thought. an Atheift , chat thou n 
be truſted; an hundred things may: keez 
and hald thee to publick duties, bue. herd 
the tryal of thy uprightneſs , what-choui 
in ſecret for God, and with him ; whe 
Maſters part ( the ewo great ones, God 
World ). then is the txyal of thee, whoſe 
vant thou art:5: but ob !. .when the Mi 
gone, then he 1s moſily negieRed. 
When alone thou art fatteft for this dug 
.calling upon God 3.. when the World is, 


y Prayer is ( yet: )keptug 


when 
th ni 
arro 
prefer 
rave 
him 


taficd 


 F{i4Þ 


0 D 
leanet 
1 | 
Saul | 


Rin 
ifo 
== 
hee, 


it q' 


Wn 


- Ag 


thou 
J _ 


be 


out, then thou haſt a diſcharge from. theal, 


'bers. of the-Earth : an Heathen ( S ofpia f 


tell thee; I have never better compeny., 


when. T bave 70 onnſe%; for then. can 1} 
entertain. my . own though "7 and converſe 
all the, learned. that bave.. been. in: forme 0 

But thou art called to greater bonour;atol 
prove thy ſolitude, to  Foarevſs with Wy 
when alone to have thy F zther with thee. || 

Yea, God, like a modeſt lover, .com 
Dicates moſt of his affeRioas, to- his pet 


wil 


you. 


= 


hen 


: him 


lang 
ries 


gy Their uvgod C0 lineſs. | I2T aj 


m&yhen chey are ſecret © when Dauid was in pz), 5;.5. 
hl be night arches, then bis: ſoul was filled' with 
narrow and famneſt, not that he wanted Gods 
epreſencein the day; for: ſeven times. a day be 

aproiſcd God, but his day-facrifices yielded 

him not that marrow. and (weetnels, as he 

\ſeaficd in the night, when he was ſcqueſired 
eiffrom all. company and bufinefs.. O | the bid- 

der Manmah is the ſweeteſt. The Churcb Cant. 
Wileaneth on the breaftof Chrift in 'the Wilderneſs, Hol. 2. 14, 
and there he freaks 19 ber beart. Unhappy | 
Soul ! innumerable arc thy loffes, by: neg- 

Weting Chriſts calls, Come wy Beloved, - let is Cant,z.12. 
thilgoe: forth. anto-the Fields, there. mill I give thee 
ay /oves i. That God ſhould fo lovingly: invite 

thee, to take a turn. or two with him every 

day, in order to his opening his brealt co thee, 

land yet be denied? il EM 
oi -- Again: When alone, and not with God, 

af thou: apt. lyable: to Satans fouleft Temptati- 

Sovs,. to' Atheilme, . Diſcontent, or Pride: of 

jncart: When the Devil finds the bouſe empuy, 

Whe. will furniſh you with company enough, 

ſeven other worſe Spirits, ff worſe may be; 
you. ſhall be-cmployed : Fear a Rape at leaft, 

# God: be:not engaged to be a little Sandfiuary 

my” thy Cloſet and: retirements : Satan: fre- 
o9uents the bigh wayes, and that Robbey tekes 
umn - aide. into; a corner, and then pillageth 
Whew of their treaſure :; He thought-to' to 

pare dealt, with, Chriſt, and therefore takes | | 
mint; a Mountain alone: When alone your Matth. 4.9: 
ma<angers: arc greateſt, therefoze ſhould your | 
my-ries to Heaven be moſt vchement. Eg 
| Now 
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Not acl How few Profeſſours have obſer | 

enough = fitteli cime for (ſecret Prayer ? God y 

uber, = have us, in this ſenſe, Watch umo'? 
God. would have .us carly to'tell thea 
whole Servants we are, and that wed 
undertake any bufinels, without fil 
ging God with us ; that we darc not 
+ Satans territories, i without Chriſt, -oup! 
Champion with us; This Pot ſhould 
to Heaven in the beginning of the day 
ſooner'in the morning, do webeginiy 


But: 
OC " by 


zany Tl 


The 
adm! 


pain(t 


'hear 
1008s 3 
ath nc 


and fiir, but we need freſh fuccours al d tho! 


 lHaries from Heaven. 


Truc Chriftians count that the (x ed > 


they breath in, which is che fruit: of 
and all things relith well with him, t 
through this golden Pipe of Prayer 


therefore he is up early in his Cloſet; 


may receive all, this way, from hel 
bounty, and {athfalreſs : There 


ſooner doth he open his eyes, but he , 


his heart to God ; and beforc he: p 


rage, he muſt to-Heaven in ſecret Ein : 
ons, at leafi, before: he goes to his' 
topour out his Soul more plentifullygyou-c! 


God : He expeceth no good days uill 
| be begun with a good duty : and there 
voice halt thow bear | in tbe morning, 


morning will I dire4 my Prayer unto the 


vid prevented the dawning of the morning 
he prevented God, (7. e. ) his * 
dences and Favours which he expe@d 


loved to have them in the Chan nl - 


Prayer, 


\ 
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ad But alas! how do'Profeffours ſhuMe with 
"od, by deferring and deferring : ? And hereby © 
*hany miſchiefs attend; - 
* The World, that-Pcfi of Souls and graces, 
& admitted, beſore we have got our Antidotes 
Sain(i the Infetion of it ; Bence deadneſs 
lf heart enſues, multitudes of worldly diftra- 
ions; fo that after a few hours, the Soul 
Hath no mind at all to ſpeak with God ; but 
peg ie muſt co the' Cloſet, yet there is it 
> with wandring thoughts, diſcontent- 
ithoughts, worldly thoughts 3 fo thatthe 
ime which ſhould be ſpent in pure Commu- 
| ion; with God, is taken up- in driving theſe 
; owls from the $ acrifice. | 
i: Beſides,” God is an holy God, and jea- 
Fous for his Name, and he clicemeth it a re- 
i:&jon on him, to be {o negleQed, that he 
(Wnuki be ſerved Loft of all, and therefore with- 
olds his influences from the Sou), to con- 
(cmn ſuch ſawcy abuſes of his great Name > 
2d then. no.wonder if thou be ſoon overcome 
ith a world of vain impertinent cogitations. 
»y negledt of carly, going, into your Cloſets, 
Wyou-credit the World coo much, as if it were 


tore worthy of your time and firength, than 


X03! 


bc Lord.is : Whereas you ſhould profels, that 


a! your hours are.Gods, and therefore you 

Ware not, bat-bonowr him with the! firſt Fruits of 

$4 your increaſe; you will thereby ſanRitic all 

ne Harveh, all, the Vintage, by preſenting 
od-with the green Eares. 

By negleQ of your Mornings, you hint to 

Fother Obſervers, as if you were not, Firff, 


t9 
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#0 ſeek, God, and bi Kingdom, aud th $ovl 
y teonſneſ{ thereof. | D 4 
You neglet the fitteſt ſeaſon, for 
the mercies of the night” are freſheſt] 
ſweeteſt, which after a while, like Fly 
willloſe their ſcent with us: Whileſt the 
is hot, it is our wildome to firike 3 His 
cies are renewed every Morning,'f (houllf 
Praiſes. OE | 
 Byentring on bufineſs without call 
God, you dcelare, you need not the 1 
aſſiftances, and that you 'depend not 5 a 
for every thing, but can make a ſhiſtt 
without him : Whereas God ſeeds w| 
hand to mouth, and hath not left any WF. 
with us, that we may make our addref{pt 
to him night and day, who muſt wi 
every moment." Poor Souls, did you bulif 
your datig*rs, by reaſon of the three 
Beigades of.Enemics, the World, the if 
the Devil, you would not be fo fook-iuf. 
to venture abroad, untill you hw; 
ſecched Goll, to help poor, needy, 
gent Creatures : Remember, You wa 
ſoon as you wake, and thoſe things youth. 
are ({uch as none but a God can ſupp” 
You need Divige Power' to follow'fi: 
Callings. "SY q 
By negleQing this ſeaſon, the Devil | 
the World, have often made you forgdf. 
omit the Daty for the day : You have ſh, 
fare in the Morning, and what then'y -. 
Devil fills thy hand with unexpected bug, 
thas the excuſe grows fronger, -- : 
os; | 


| Their ungod linefs. ; T2 5 
uſible : But muſi we ſerve the Slave, and 
Sec the Lord of glory ? 
# By omitting this hour, you arc the upſfit- 
40 &r for Family-worſhip; were che Infirument 
Suned befor, it would be the fitter to play 1 
the pnlort. oP hy 
# But oh! what hazards doſi thou run, not 
aol by preferring other things and. bufineſs 
Kefore God, but by negleRing the: firft hour 
lli the day, when thou grt- not ſure of a fc- 
e 1$0nd ? Thou purpoſeli ſuch an hour to pray, 
+Sut what is thy Life ſave a Vapour, which may 
k pFxpire before that hour ? | 


w 
ny | 


{84844084743848838 


CHAP. XIV. 


| 


q wiſcarriages of Praying Profeſſours 
| about Prayer. 


"Wy. Here # not only Vngodlineſi 1n not Praying 
Praying, ( Prayexleſs Souls wor- Profedlurs 
"Tipping God no more than Beaſts, an Oxe, miſcarria- 
p wil an Ade, &c.) but wn praying amifi. And 605. 
ap 1 how many wayes do Profefſours fail in 
2d about this Duty, both before, and' in, -and 


5 pay 
baſh ©*ft, How do Profefſours fail before their Before the 
-1 of "ance upon this Duty of Prayer ? . Duty. 


olaullf I, By 


$26 . Their ungodlineſi, © 


___— - I. By neglef of Meditation : Few & 
Medirati- Confider my Meditation. Have not we'l 
— , por this Duty, before we have meditat 
oy we were approaching #0 ? What an hy] 
oy is, and how #nwortby we are to tuklif 
Name into our mouths ? What. a conſumig 
| he is, and what dry ftubble'weate? 
His Holi- ; Have not-we ruſhed into Gods Preſe 
nels, the Hoſe ruſheth into the battel ? 8 a 
Cmuiſci= - Have we conſidered , that his gifs 
Heb, 4, _ Percing, as flames of fire : 2, That all thi ” 
Lim. with whom we baveto do ? We han 
ſet God before our eyes : neither have wilf © 
lieved, that he is as certainly an Obſerlf 


aked. and open (as it were diſſected ) bf * 


us, as we arc with our ſelves. Our thallf 


would not. be fo kw, fo earthly, ſo dif 
did we bclicvingly conſider into whole | 
{ence we are coming. 

Omnipo- Have we: conſidered Gods Almighta 
Tency, That He can do more for us, than well © 
or think? He that cometh to God (in I ' 
1.Sam. ſhould believe that God is, that He ili 
15-22: Strength of Iſracl, that what we arc to bf 
God, Pardon of Sin, Victories ova: 
Luſts, &c. are Mercies beyond the'G|;; 
turcs power to-reach- forth- to us 3 ul 
| Lords arm is not ſhirtned, that be: af. 
 belp. ".. - 
_ _— Have we meditated on God bounty Y 
w 4 grace. and_tender compaſſons £ As one more 
to give, than we to ask3 as one who f 

"liberally, and upbraids not with ourol$” 
ming ? We'want vaſt thoughts of the| Bn 


.4 


4 


* Their ungodlineſe.... | 
ond mercy. of Gag: : we have-bale 


ſhy 6 | thoughts of God, as if we ſhould 


1to4 
1 Þ , 


) tab 
- Shois under engagements to. relieve; us, to nel: 


too much upon him, and weary him 
oming too. oft to his door.: .  . | 
we muſed upon the F aithſulneſt of God 2 His Faith- 


| us, to be found of us, when we ſeck him 


_ Schour whole hearts. - And this is the confi- 1 John 


e that we bave in him, that if we ask any 5.14. 


/ wg according to bis will, bs bearetb us, 


Have we meditated of the Jay, by whom Ofthe 


oB maſt come t0 God ? How. daring, are. Souls Way unto 


F venture on an abſolute God ? How 1s the 


God. 
Oadi Deuin 


2 p and conſecrated” Way neglecd ? How is abſolutyn. 
Jrift laid by, as if there were no need of a Luth. 
"Sediatour, of ar: Arvmets with tbe F ather ?. 

row feldome do we pas through Golgotha, 

"© Sf the heavenly Feruſalem 3; and ſee, that none 


come. to the Father, . but by the Son ? We 
£ not our need of Incenſe and Odowrs to be Revel. x. 
ingled with our Sacrifices : little do we 35 4- 


»S nlider, that the. Opportunity of ſpcaking 


th God, is the price of blood, of the PIEciOnus 


of Joc of the Son of God. 


Have we meditated of our Sins, of thoſe to, Ofthe'r 


F Ki 1 we are by nature and. cofloms moſily Sins, 


dicted ; and of thoſe with which we have 
x the laſt Duty polluted our Souls ? From, 


F Þ wantof Meditation hereof, ariſeth forma-. 
\By-in Duties, the heart is nor humbled in 


Mon, neither is the Soul importunate 


ich .the Lord for pardon and victory. 


we made conſcience to meditate 24pom ur Oftheir 
ſe, what Graces we moſily need, what **: 
we 


——— wa 


"0 . 
SUNIDY- Y Ty GO Crag gn CO PIETY TT EPR AT 


e ” 4A wore TT OI OS TIO On ATT 


- ging his Lifc at the Barr, his Soul is notifl 


Of EY 
received. 


Hol. 2. 
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we are moſt defcivein? From this ye 


weprey as if wedid not pray, with 6 


carneſinefs and 'importunity : Whereas, 
we viewedour Wants of God, of his G 
Spirit , ProteQion, Mercy , and Pri 
we'ſhould pray as Yor Life; and thoſe 6 


ling vain thoughts «would hereby haye 


_— * mn " 8 

- __ * K, 

-_ s WP _ £ P . 
a. Cx 2 ” 


ſuppreſſed. When: the MalefaQour isWuii 


ning adrift after every Feather, but he 


his bufineſs, *tis Life, and his Life that i Ii 


dangered, and therefore he gathers wy! 
poſlible arguments, that may induc! ' 
Judge to: abate of the xigour of Juli 
. wards him. But how oft have we bei 


our knees, and have been ignorant! 


ailes us, fo that we might truly fay, wel 


not what to ask ? When you' go'toff 


Markets, you 'confider what you andy 


want : but do we {o, when we g0 mi 
; Spiritual Markets ? 

Have not - we negleced to dad 
Mercies of God, which we bave re 
Hence we come either cuſtomarily h 


{ 


0 
p 
tat 
Ch 
/ 


% 
mw 
[. 


” 


God, or .n0: with that holy boldnefl, 8 wh 


ſhould, One Mercy opens a door to ad 


The Valey of Achor was'given as a dof | 
n fy 


to Tfrael : Forgetting the returns of 
makes our hearts ake, and knees faint.” 


ſhould book the paſſages of Gods how” 


remembred us in our law condition, how It | 
viſited os day: by day ; when we have! 


.in 33 the parched ground, we have Cunt | 
dew to us, and: firings of water have ff 


Their ingodlineſs, bt: t19 FO 


oe wilderheſs : When we have come in be- 

re'God with our Shackelf 'on our Feet, with 

ns* 1hat "ave entre or Sil, God hath 
it's Febilze , he hath procldimed' the © 


ſe J hiable year, He hath ler #s ont of 'the Priſon- 
fe f& hoſe, and hath ſet ory feet int a large place ; 
ave W'When'we have come in before God with guilt 
r 5 i out Souls, -and with' fearful expeQations 
; notifliow hath God given us the white ſtone, an 
We Et tis away with his bleſſing 3 and with glad- 
mw of heart? The-negl:R of our Diaries of 
Ss up Fo. Providences and Merdcics' of God; the 
by want of refleRing on all the Rings that God 
oY tach ſeat us, -makes'us more like Slaves than 
Childfen. Do! we with David cry out, ' Many, Pſal.40.'s! 
dl O Lird my God, are thy wonderful works, which 
"tha baft done, and thy thoughts, which ate 'to 
| 7 ts-ward : they cannot be reckoned up it order 
_ wnto thee © if 1 would declare and ſptakuf whim, 
inc bl wore than cart 'he numbred, 
" Have not we neglefied to meditate on the of 1. 
$7! and wonderful things, that have beeri prevalency 
#pon the Prayers of Gods People ? We of Prayer. 
| [ r "Py have 'in Teeihulting remembrance , 
Whit ' 'powetful -Engine Prayer 'is, It hath — 28 
ld the bands of the Almighty : Facob and ny ns 
ies Þþrevailed over God - It hath been a Janes. 
/ " To open; and {hit the Fleavens , Elias was 4 17,18. 
 ſubjeft: 40 like paſſions ai' w#' are, and be 
of Por earneſtly, As It might not.rain, 'an# it 
7 bt i not on the earth , by the: ſpace of three 
A + - ""2 , end fix moneths ; "And be prayed agar, 
the Heaven gave 'rain , and the Earth 
end her frit. Aud © what wonderful 
1k | _ 


bins 
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things hath God promiſed: to a Praying tg . _ 
Jer. 33-3. ple ! Call unto me, and I will anſwer i, 
and feew thee great and mighty things, m 26 
Mat-21.22, thow knoweſt not. IWWhatſoever -ye ack in 
Name, &c. Here is more than Herod of Bee | 
ed, that was but balf the Kingdom : z her$ Cc [ 
Whatſnever. Did we appear before ($" 
with theſe infkances of grace ,, and prom f o fil 
freſh in our thoughts, we ſhould not. ve 
i bat a wearineſs is it ? Or that there is wif" 
fit in ſerving God and gallop through P*" 
. - dutics as we arc wont. | aha 
_ _— 2. Another neglc4 before Prayer, i, # 
WR re- not ſtirring up our Graces, before we | If harp 
ceived, the Duty, We too much reſt on habitual of" 
paration, whereas aGual is neceſſary, | 
that Icaps immediately from the Shop tl,” 
Throne.of Grace, and labours not to quid * 
his dull Soul , and to leave woridly but 
\ behind him, ( as. Abraham his Servants 
he goeth to ſacrifice ) no wonderif he | 
the Duty, and ,provoke the Lord, ni **. 
than be accepted with him. The Well *1& 
dom fo full, but that you. may, bind | hy 
muſt , throw in a little , to fetch u 
more. _ Itis thought, by the redoubling 
David's charge, that he ſound not bh oa 
in.a good frame, for the exalting of God wh 
therefore cryes out fo vehemently, Bw .. 
Pſal. 103. Lord , O my Soul, and all that is withW\, 
hs 2. praiſe bis boly Name Bleſs the Lord, fe 
Soul, and forget not all bis benefits. WF 
When 2ly. How have we failed, when we: i 


Fraying: entred upon the Daty ? And that in'luu bo 


z © 


7: Jeir ungodlineſs. I3y 
+3 jm, in Confeſſion, in Petition, and in Thanks 
nifiving * 
k aff In our Sada ? We call God" 'F4< In Invoca: 
1 her, and yet how \«nlike are we: untb 'him : *lon- 
re reſemble not him wecall Father : ' we: re- 
rence not him we call Father : we rruft not 
0 © tim with that confidence we would; 'to re- 
eive of our Fathers of the Fleſh : 'we fear, 
rhen we ask Bread, he will give us a Stone - 
ve hayclower choughts of Sods bowels, than 
four-own : we think our felves more pitiful, 
- Wetter natur'd, than God himſelf : If I were a 
Mother, and my Child 1 in difireſ(s,I ſhould de- 
ty him nothing. 
2, In our Confeſſims of Sin 7 We are not Confeſſ on; 
" Jll, and free, and i ingenuous : we fit with Pal 119. 
; che upon "0 Idols : we do not declare ©” 
wr wajes unto bim, but rather covet our 'tranſ- 
ſins 'ass Adam. Few can clear themfclves 
ts fob did. You will perhaps confeſs, Ie Job zr. 
ave erred and ſtrayed from thy wayes like lo 
1: We have left undone, &c. but fill it Pot in ce- 
keel, David was in chis graveiled, When _—_ bus. 
F Rept fo ſilence, my bomes waxed old, through my 32-32 
oy all 'tbe day long.” But: you deſcend not 
A” particulars, or if to particulars, yet the 
' 1 Pemanin is reſerved, loth ' to let | Benjamin: 
ky 5; loth' to confels envy , pride, breach of 
als Ws. want 'of love to Saints loving the 
| ( m only; "ne; (Ring the + Por. £ You will 
NF fe what every” man knows you are guilty. . 
J 2 Or what every man is addicted to; but 
{ſs ſhame not your ſelves, by inffancing in 
: particular negteRs and commiſſions, by 
I 2 which 


here 
e. ( 
rat 


Their ungodlineſe.. 


which you chiefly provoke the Lord: 1 

Agags axe not brought to execution, muy + Bey. 

of the, Catte} are kept; back , one edge is als, 

in the Tenf.  Orif you confeſs moſt panl@ould 

Jay, yet it is without hatred of the finsg reg | 

fels'd : You. confels tin, yet hugg it, bolfwhen | 

it, plerd for it, within one quarter of x, or 

hour :. You confeſs fin, but withour (elly ating 

hoxrence: you lothe it not, .as the he Fajer 

your bearts. I abhor my ſe!f, faith Fob: Wave C 

. implyes a diſlike, an. batred, an indig 4: weh 1 

| againft, an utter aktenatien from, 3nd gn dl thoy 

poſition againſt fin. God knows how nk ex 

this is mixcd with the Confefſions of mi = 

Profeſſors... ay.as | 

_ Petition, , .3- In their Petitions ? Both Mane, | wie, be 
asto the Manner, and End? Have not we beenlalifi 

Matter». in the Matter ? Have they been alwayoWitvoloy 

F beſt things ? Life, Liberty, Eftate, Os: . Ex 

defired; but Grace, ViRory over PallfEnaſci 

P.fſions, Worldlinels, &c. lye unſoughth th ® pu 

We fail. a}ſo, when we pray fimply thaffhes a» 

may not ſuffer ; for there is no foundatigh 74 

the. Promiſc for ſuch a Prayer, and wells, car 

not pray , ſave for what God hah | | range 

miſed. irnid 

Have not we fail'd in the Manner ?þ bil brin 

we alwaycs pray'd- with Earneftneſs, Wakes, 'r; 

tay, Faith, Sincerity, &c, Hath the v in >. Vi 

-man been employed? Few can fay, ny = 

Plal.tegc4- 9id, But T. Prayer. He was. all Prayer :| E. 

of David, or in David, was heein. eopYOr his p 

ed. Few can fay, 1b my whole bean ent; fu 

19. 58. en thy favour. Alas! few pray nets. 


44 
16 
«- 
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þ. The heart and foul is not at work in the 
| 2 It is the effeQual fervent Prayer that Jam. 5.16, 
_- . We pray as if we had a mind God 
ould deny us. We are coo much like Chil 
Waten, 6 ſcribling over A piece of Paper, which Ws ir "44 
they have done, lay it afide, or break —_ TY 
Sie, or think no more of it, We have not 
Wninued in Prayer : we have not back'd our Col, 4. 2. 
q ycrs with Prayers, re-inforced them : we 
y have ſoon fainted : we have not been the 
t ſeed of Facob, I will not let thee go, wun- 
SF thes bleſs me : we ſoon faing, and our 'de- 
d 1 $-expire: 
'6 Hive not we fail'd in the End? May I not 
| a the Apolile Famer, Te ak,, and receive 
| becaiuſe ye ask, amiſs, that you may conſume 
| iempon' your Lyjts, Hath not our level: been 
i ow? We ſhould have made Gods Glory 
urErd, 2nd we have made Self, *to quiet 
Con cence, to obtain pardon of fin, rather 
@ purity of heart and life : They afſumble for 
tn and Hine... You have been: perhaps car- 
or the -pardon'of your own and' Englands 
gs,-and; yet - felfiſh in all: You 'fetr( and 
AT cllyou may) remporal Plagues, you are 
that Sodoms: fins may bring down -fire 
brimfione 3 and therefore, for your own” 
| ” 'rather than Gods, you pray, and with 
rom but your End is ll coo 
\Never do you pray right,” till you 
[.more for Chrifts ſake, than for your own : 
dis glory,: rathicx than for your own pre- 
& fucure > z* temporal, .or eternal advan- 
»Itis one thing to kek our ſelves; and 
I 4 "another 
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another "un to ſeek God ina ny; Ll 


8 \ ns Lofts along rather than a * uy mn 070 
Fx and felf-low endite the Petitions :+ You h | rr 
EY * ©. been ſucklingyour luſts, whilfi ſeemingly Th 
; vout ;- Jou make proviſi on for tbe fleſh, wi of 
about ſpiritzal work, and whiltt your mel -;he 


man ficems to be exerciſed. | 
Thanks- 4. In our Thankggivings + ? who; is Creek Bw 
giving. ule in the gratulatory, part of Prayer? Saf Go 
bleſs God for Juſtification , SanGtificataf .,;. 
Adoption, &c. and arc firangers to thelelf} .5& 
viledges,. yea, if catechiſed -know not the 
theſe mercies are, no more than Parrots ky 


what they prattle ; Others if, like the Ley: TY 

they are cleanſed, yet-return not to ble 3,5 

Lord : They are large in- Peritions , wo Ju 

| , ſparing in:thcir Praiſes. Unthankful Beyll 6; 
=P are an abomination to God and man, x 'N61 
ſhould, be thankful for the leaft mercy; \4y7 


though-we have had the honour to be adnif 4h 
ted intq the Preſence Chambers as: Fav had 
( an.honous not vouchſafed to the mol 411 
mankigd:). yet we are fullen, . and flow to fea 
turn -Praiſcs :for ſo grcat a vouchſaſemd flig 
You. have not come to dry breaſts , you rar; 
2Chron.32; every.day;full. of mercy; but alas ? Tos Go 
der not according t0 what you bave *rectim "hy 
therefore wrath is againſt you. Haſty tho 
had no meltings in Prayer, no enlargemealfj ma 
þ no dcfires to. fear. the Lord, no importll un 
Wu ties , no wicktlings? why iyet it is: wn the 
| | os ( 


1 
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that thou liveft upon the patience and bounty 
of God : *Tis'much, that thou ſhould have 
4 x being, and *be preſerved tothis day : 'Tis 
4 wonder he ſhould feed' thee , clothe thee, 

*'F protect thee, firive with thee, ſuffer chee, 
| UF. who art but duſt and aſhes, tofpeak with him: 
4 Thelafi nighe chou might(t have lain on a bed 

Ss of firc, or by thc hedge, or have been in 

"the great deeps; but alas! few fo ready to 

- | praiſe, as to pray. * We are too much like 
ey *the-Vagabonds, when we have what we come 
'"'Y 'for, away WE. go, and come no more till 
"ls . pinching neceffity drivesus : Yea, we too 
© oe ipgravate our miſcries, and over-look 

7 thebenctits we enjoy,that are mix'd with our 
"F crofles. _ 

T 3ly. How have we, when our Prayers have Afics oh 
1 ended, fail'd of our duties toward God, ny; 
*'} by running poſt hafte from the Throne of 
Th Grace to the' World, if not to our Lufts? 
'} Not conſidering bow onr bearts were in time of Not exa- 
FJ duty; whether ftraitned, or enlarged ; whe- Puning 
ay 'ther compoſed , or difixafted; whether we —_ _—_ 
wy had the face of God toward us, or his face i Fav 
Oy viiled, whether we were lively, or lifcleſs; 

OR dead-hearted , 'or quickned; ferious, or 
Wy flight; what Faith was ſtirring, what Repen- 
FF tance exerciſed ? The Church and Ptople of 
#7 God obſerved their hardnefs in duty : Why Ifa. 63. 17- 
my 'baſt tho bardned our bearts from thy fear ?7- We 
ſhould look back upon our Prayers, that we 
"x may be humbled for all our vain thoughts, 
7] untowardneſs, diftraQions, and unbelicf in 
F the duty ; and we ſhould do it, ther, whillt 

= I 4 we 
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we irc 1n the tigheft cxpacity to know! The < 
miſcarriages of the Soul , what the aggrnþyidence 
ting . circumſiances thercof are, &c. Bins the 
not oaly in order to Humiliation, but Ry Them, al 
- mation, that for the future'we may not de;ſe of” « 
to touch the Mount .of Gods Preſence Hnnab 
fach beaſily frames. was (o Ic 
Quickly In cafe we were in agood frame in the Wi bat 
loſing ty, Did we labouy to retain the influencsd@Wordlit 
what WaS Ordinance pon our hearts ? Did not we letiflace not 
Zot in the | 
Duty, - fire go out again? Have not we, like lf creature 
| in a great ſweat, gone into the open air ty, but 
ſoon, and took 'acold ? That's .dangey thee, 0! 
David was more careful to maintain bi 
and: lively frames, and therefoxe: he er 
eth the Lord. to keep tbe ſame in bis Sem 
beart for ever. 
Not look-.' How have we bcen faulty, i in ot + bel 
e-beny _— tbat our Prayers fall be anſwered. Veg 
Pal. 5. 2, / 97 Prajer wnto God, but we do natjlu 
$5.8.. - till God bok down, 2s David. We ' 
I bearken what God the Lord will ſpeak, | 


" obſerved how long the Lord was filent. tg 
2 Car. 12. Prayer, For this I beſo "bt the Lords 


8. and yet no. anſwer. O ! when. ſhall 
Hab. 2.1, reſolve with. Habbakkek,, to fland um: 
| watch, and look; and ſee what he will (8 
#7 ? , The neglcR, of this hath bred fo 
ny Formalifts 12 our ' Congregations, 
ter wc have put our Prayers into OF 
hands, we never mind them more. 
would beangry with Beggars , if they by 
an alms, and away preſcntly, as carckl 
an{wers. þ 
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The Gacetity of thy heart would be more Not bleſ- 
videnced, if thou didfi confider what re- {gs God 
arms thou haſt that thou mailt bleſs God for {;*.2"" 
hem, and, improve them for God, and in © 
fe of denials, to. be” of a troubled Spirit as 

annab was, for thather Prayer for a Child x Sam. 1, © ;: 
vas (o long denycd. CH 
I# bat mournings baſt thou for that thy Pride, yy; 
ordlineſs, Unbelief, hardneſs of Heart, ©c. mourning 
are not yet. pardoned and fubdued. Poo for denialy 
creature; thou continueft' in the x0ad of Du- 

ty, but obſcrveſi not whether God hears 

thee, or not, Saul went: beyond thee :' He 

obſerved, and -was. troubled, that God an- * Sam. 
ered bim not 'by Urim, noy_ yet by Propbers. Ss 
Have not we by carcleſne(ſs, by returning 10 our 

vomits and mires, intercepted our own Pray- 

7: | 
” Have not we torn our own. Petitions, and Tearing 
fnatc'd them out of Gods. hands ? Bebhold>the fheir own 
Edrds band is nat ſhorted that it cannot ſave, — 
Wc 2- <A, 2.59. 1,2» 
neither is bis ear_ beavy that it cannot bear \ but ; 
your iniquities:.bavegſeparated between you and 

your God, and your:fins bave, hid his face from © 
108, that be will not bear ? | | > Age 
* How fcldome have we took Bernards-ad- Not joyn- 
vicein his gloſs upon, Let as lift up our hearts ing enden- 
with our hands, that is (faith he) let us pray _ + 
and endeavour. We love to employ God to ; ;j01cnus. 
fubdue our fins, &c. But we lit idle, we 

hate taking pains > WE arcnot ca-workers with 

God, I may fay unto you, as Chriſt, 2 go Jo": 3 27- 
away, and ye ſhall ſcek me, and ſhall die in _ 4 


Jour fins, The Heathen ſhall know that the * 


beuſe 


, 
. 
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houſe of If al went into captivity for their ininlge 

becauſe thy treſpaſſed againſt "me, thereſore i 
Mic. 3: 4. my face from them. 'Then ſhall they cry unyp\ 
 Lord,butbe will not hear them, be will even hill 
face from them, at that time, as they have bid 
© * #bemſelves ill in their doings, Prayer is aKſic: 
''open Heaven to Believers 3 but it may bfja 
- managed, as to open Hell co'thee. JF 
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Their ſighting the written Word | of 
eſpecially in not reading, and mii 
Zing '0# i, as they ought . , 


Profeſours Bly. QC tizhiing of the written word of Gli 
ipinng another piece of nngodlinef, which in 
ten Wo a, fiſh Profeſſunrs have been very guilty of. Th 
| 15 not a ſurer fign of deſpiting any 'petl 
_ than the ſetting light by what he faithw 
us 3 for according to the honour we give 
the Speaker, the words ſpoken will bt 
weight with us. 'But alas | how hatlt 
Bible, Gods written word, bcen undervild 
by us? 
Evidenced How little have we credited Gods writt 
= _ not word ? And yet it is natural for us to bel 
ens whatſoever is ſaid by one, of whoſe ermb * 


Their ningodlineſs. 
cir inialere confident, Have .not Scripture-affirmaji- 
refoxe ns been doobted of by us ? How little hath. 
cry #iy-ſpur knowledge of them been attended with 
ven hi@-xilding « Ghriftian life upon them as a foun-. 
ave bill dation ? Have" we belicved: that Scripture 
1$ a Kal commands come from God, and are moſiyuft' 
nay {and fit for him to lay upon us? Hath this be-. - 
-  Bbef brought forth obedience £ Have we behev- - 
Fed that: Scripture-threats are Gods-threats, and 
| will therefore be performed to every impeni- 
tent Sinner ? And hath this belief kept us from 
fix, or prorhoted repentance ? Wave Scrip- 
© | ture-promiſes been . believed to be Gods-pro- 
.þ miſes, ind: that therefore-all the abſolute ones 
ſhall certainly be performed to the Elect, and 
all the conditional ones, to thofe that per- 
- of 6 form the conditions ?: And: hath this belief 
z2edijfi firred us up; and belped us to perform the con- 
«8 ditions ? : © - LE cl "$i... : 
God bath: magnified his Word above all bis pl. 1,5... 
| Name ;. but ſo have not we, We. arc. apt to Not ho- : 
be afraid at the appearances of the great God nouring it 
# in his extriordinary works in the World; but Gods + 
who tremblcth at the appearances of God in Nymes. 
ela} the Scriptures? And yet God appears more: | 
inthe glory of his Majeſly therein, than inall - 
iveun} bis other works, whether of Creation, or of | 
11 be <ommon Providence. God maketh more ac* Mar. 5,8. 
acl i count of his written Word than of Heaven 
rvildh 3nd Earth: : he had rather loſe Heaven and 
Eurth than-one 7ote or Little of bis Word. | 
writhh But bave not we accounted it #9 great mattey - Accounte 
 bilinf fo ſwerve a little from the written Word of God 2 '* a ſmall 
Yea have not we madea light matter of leav- 5,9. c 


{ werve from 
Sg 17, 


"1&8 > - -- Their ungodlineſs. 

..- ing undone what is therein required, anix 
doing what is therein forbidden ? Were} 
 Scriptutes high 1n our eftzems, did wehd 

up »n Gods teſtimonies as wonderful thiy 

our yery.Souls: would, be in keeping they 

' Pfal.a19. Thy'teſtimonies are wonaerſul, therefore * 
129, - Soul keep them. | 
* Account- _ - Have not we accounted them fools thatk * 
|. Ingrendet preferred vhe Word before whatſ;ever bath 
. Conſciences near and dear unto them in this World 


momyfn=ag not we accounted them more nice thanglff 
| | Rey, 6, 9. .who have been ſlain for the Word, who 
loft Name, Lib:rty, Livelihood, Friend 
lations, .yea Life it (elf, and endured all Th 
ments and Tortures, rather than they willf c 
offend the written Word of God in any aj « 
thing, either by omiſſion, or commiſſion i {+ 
 Account- © .. God bath written to 1s the great things 
ingita Low (or word ) but bave they not bein Ni 
wo of counted a ſtrange thinga thing that we (half © 
Hoſ. 8. 12. have gptlictle good, if. we had obeyed tha rt 
oF and little burt by diſobeying them ? Havel 1c 
we uſed:the Word as a firanger, only for j 
own cads, to ſerve our own turns, as WC wil 
had advantage thereby ? | 
Making the , Have-not.; we -made the Word a "rt 
| + exe hurſe for our own carnal defigns ? Have off 
horſe. * We pretended very great Zeal for the al 
_ when all the while we have been- Z:alous * 
ſelf, exther. our own opinions and : perſwefillf ! 
or our own honour and greatnef}, or our i x 


' ,** Jivelibaoed ? Have not we, like boat mh | 
' laoked one way; and rowed another cryed, 4 

 F'erd of the Lord, but mcant the other -— 

| W 
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Have not even Scripture Dodtrines eb'd and | 
owed upon politick, conftiderations * ? | 

- How ſeldome have we? diſcourſed with eibors; Not talk- 

my Sorifteral 2? The Scholar is upon evety 6c; inp of it. 

of chon difcourtng of thoſe Notions, which Deut. 6. 7. 
Sheprizeth 3 but hath not our ſpeech beraged 

Four low eftcems of the Word ? 

. Have mot we. been wilingly and contentedly on ingly 
agnorant of $criptnre- diſcoveries ? So is..nog ignorant | 


& che Scholar of thoſe Notions which he atk.&s Io# ag 46 


f znd valueth. Have not our hearts. cryed. out. a 


: l | to Tead'th them, is ſo evidear, that- there: 15, no 


fa ing this cruch, 


d-4d this evident duty negleRcd ? Some have. not | 
| been {o farr wrought upon, as from- Feple of 


Ah nupy, times unto 'the Bible, depart! from wo... 4 
1 for we defire nt uhbe. knowl: dae of Gods wayes,”: 
# cither as to worſhip, or manney+, and that- bt * = 
cauſe knowledge is an obligation, yea a proves... 
"cation to duty, and a ſting in cafe duty be. meg 
led $ e : 
What chings we prize we ſearchinto ; But Nor ſearch- 
{ how little have we ſearched phe Soriptures, as, 08.ine 
$ gizgerr in Mines do fearch far gold and filver in ev 
the Earth, as the Word ſigniticth, ? And. this * 7” 
leads me eothoſe. two main Evidences of our. 
& ſighting che written Word ,of,God, our, nt 
| reading, and rot mgd; itating upon It; 535 We ought, 
which I ſhall a little enlarge upon. bh | 
. Hww have weebcen guilty of mot: reading the Not read - 


Ser; fares 4s wwe 0H ht er That eve ng them. 
P g Ty. one ought Du: 


II, * 
ibs to'keep mn from believ- Match. 12. 


ja Gut by keeping .of them. from 3- 5- 
a | grading the Scxipture. No bufineſs. can dif. racy 


charge any from this. duty, and yet how is SOIOY 


Il'9, 


e Paj 


way fort 


- their 
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their own ignorance and blindneſs in 
things that concern their Everlaſting wi F 


.and - from convition, chat they can kn 


ſuch things only by the help of the: wii 
Word of God, to take up firm rcſolutio 
undertake the ſtudy: of the Scripture ? 


Others notwithftanding their reſolutifſy, 
neverſce upon the reading of the Bible 9 


They have ſeen 'no excellency in this bai 


2 they have ſcen more in a piece of Philoſy 


Aright,. 
not reve - 
rently. 

2 9am; 7. 
18, 


in a rational diſcourſe of Divinity, in aninf 
nious Hiſtory, in a politick diſcourſe, ye 
a Romance; or in a Play, Pobititian-like, þ 

preferr'd an Ode in Pindar before all Dai 
Pſalms. t 
How 'many read the Bible too ſelin 

thinking it too much to read it daily, top 


one hour therein every day ? Have not ſup ,, 


ſpent ſeveral hours in a day, in reading (off 
good books of mens inditing, but uf; 
quarter of an hour in reading Gods-bwif 
I even hate mine own works (laid _ 
oft-times wiſh they were burnt ; becauſe 1 
left they ſhould withdraw men from reading 
S craptures. 

Kow much greater is the Number of thi 


that have not read the Bible arighe © Aren 


all of us in this number; When have we 
pared for the reading of the Scriptures, s 
comes thoſe that arc going in unto God ( 

going ineo the Sanctuary, where the WorlF: 


| God was kept, is termed.) 


Have not we read fearlefly ? When 
were going to take the Bible into our hans 


' 


Their ungodlineſc. | $43 = 
ve we trembled at #be Ward © lefi we ſhould 1.66.2. 
. ut ſanfifie the Name of God , yea, left we 
We ould take the Narne- of God #2 vain in our 
q eading ? Ws oh TS 
* .Have not we read heedlefly. * Not diligent- Atten- 
y.marking/the Duties commanded, the Sins *Y<Y: 
"Korbidden; the Repvards promiſed, and the 
SP anpments threatned-therein:? Have not our 
thoughts been wandering and. gadding, and 
Tot fixed upon what we xead ? When did we 
"Fattend to: Scripture. words, as heedfully, as 
an if 2enbaded's Meſſengers did to the. words of * Kings - | 
2 I Y Ababe. _ EEE 20, 3J+. 
" Have not we. read znbelievingly 2: Not be- Belieyingly 
YPI\ieving that the Scripture is'the Word of God; Deut.29.9- 
Fthat whatever we read therein 1s. true and Tole ; His 
"7 good:; that the Spirit of. God, the Inditer of compared : 
MF every word in this Book, did particularly in- with Heb. 
US tend our good in every Verſe; that in the 23: 5- 
0, "NF Scripture Life and Death is (et before us 3 yea, 
that Scripture words are owr Life £ | 
Have not we read out of cxſtome, and not Confcien- 
conſcienciouſly, in obedience: to the command cioully. 
Have not we read for wrong ends ? Either For right 
to ſatisfie our curioſity, and not regulate or —_ 
j hearts and lives : os to have matter of diſcourſe, 
- but not matter of pradicez” to have Scripture | 
W* 14 at Our tongues eng, not at our hearts': or only 
* © # know, being aſhamed to be ignorant of 
\F thoſe things, which all Chriſtians know ; and 
Jf0 be able to fay nothing of ſach watters! 
| - "| hich we cannot but have occafion-divers 
” .< cnes company to talk-of, but. not todo ? 
$i | When 


GE EEE,” 
| . _ Whendid we read. the Scriptuzes with 


particular intention," that they \might] 
o Pfal.119. Lamp:unto our feet ; and 'a Light wy 
205 . patbr.? That we might thereby be he | 


order onr  coftverſation” aright'? When i 


read \ the Bible with the ſame attention 
2s'd ft .verence, ,and reſolution, to follow 


Scrptwa. . xuletherein'; as we think :we would 


Saira mf had lived when Chrift was upon Earth) 


quedan 


Epiftola Ceived a Letter from him, direting us: 


Om poteitis to. believe and do, that we might be | 


Dtz ad, Oc as we think we ſhould a Book writil | 


Ci CALUT am 
ſuam. 


diately by the finger of God, as he writ 


| Greg, :.- Tin Commandements'in'two! Tables ? Mi 


** . the Bible is Gods: Letrextgevery one of 
| ©. particular, written by himfelf, though 
' Hof. '$: 12, diatcly: i1 have wrinen tt bin the great li 


of, my:Law':. To bim,: it *is *if1i rhe; fin 


number, :be@uſc 'to;cvery man and v 


particularly... When: did! weiread che} ; 


ns Children read: che laſt Willand Teil 


.-of+rheir deceaſed Parent. 2 4 (44 A] 


With ' | Haye, not. we: read: the S$ehiprixe, 6 


P Ne begging of God his Spirit, towhelp ub tg] 
= '*.dertiand what we read; and* to practiſe | 
we underſiand, at leaſt, not (ov importul 

ly, as we would, if we had been bep 

for our Lives, at the Barr of a Judge ? 

.not we :ſown this ſeed among thornes,' Wi 


_ 


D.Y TI-t 
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—_ 
_ 


_—— 


Jer. 4-3. . plowed hearts, ard have not fo much as pr 
| to God; to take away the beart of flow, 
to give 4n beart of fleſh, a teachablc, ply l 
tractable ſpirit, ready to receive every? 
yine umpreflion ? O 7 ! when. (hall-we ; 
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Their noodlineſs. 
IS confeience of reading the Scriptures daily as 
Y we ought ? The Emperor of Heaven ( faith 
"MY Gregory the Great ) the Lord of Angels and Men 
100Y hath ſent to you, that which concerns your life, 
Wy and wil you ( ill ) negleF 0 read zt with a fer- 
vent and $talows Spirie?—o © 
How guilty have we been in not meditating in No: medi- 
UG the Y/ord of God as we owght ? How little, if 5291ng- 
J at all, have we dwelt in our ſcrious thouguts 
Fuopon che matcers contained in the written 
- WS Word of God, to the end we might under- 
WE fand how much they do concern us, and chat 
T2 out hearts may thereby be raiſed to ſome holy 
 SifſtRions and reſolutions ? ' Though medita- 
US Gonbe commanded as a chick means fandifed 
18 by God for the. keeping of bis Word; though Joſh. r. 8. 
6: "9 ecannot be boy and bappy without it atto- Pla 1. 5. 
"uo pether, though it be one of the Pprofitableſt 
' wall duties'of a Chrittian : the Reader and Srudier 
1c 9 of Scripture may ſee the beauty, and ſmell the 
vg tweetneſs of the flowers that grow in this Di- 
.*, "vine Garden ; but it is the Mediator , the 
"P Chriftian- Bee, that gathers the honey out of 
them; though it be the duty by which the 
Soul digefteth truths, and dreaweth forth their 
firengeh for its nouriſhment and refreſhment ; 
my yea, the duty by which all other dutics are im- 
0 _ 3 yet how much is this duty neglected 
, WiSdy all forts of Profeffors, becauſe chough it 
s PI be the delightfalleſt task to the Spirit, yet it 
We, is the moſt rediaus to the Flee, that ever men 
Pl/MFon earth were 1mployed in. 
ef} Hive not many been long Profeſſors, and At ill. 
ve Wet it they would tell all the truth, chey will 
= K con= 


Their nngodlineſs. . 
confeſs they never ſpent one hour together 
mediating on the moſt weighty Scriph 
trnths, on God, on Mans Eltate by Cre G 
on, Degeneration, Regeneration, Gloriſ 
tion, on Chriſt, on the Vanity of the (F;.: 
ture, on the Beauty of Holineſs, on D# 
On Judgement, on Heaven, and Hell, «| 
« dication (faith Mr. Baxter in his Saiutr4 
« is confeſt to. be a dwty by all, but by 
<© tant negleR denyed by maſt : and (1] 
©« not by what fatal cuſtomary fecuriſþ, 
< comes to pals, that ) men, that aren 
© tender Conſcienced toward molt other 
© ties, yct do as calily oveiflip this, & 
2s they knew it not to be a duty atall: 
<« that art preſently troubled in mind, i 
« omit a.Sermon, a Faſt, a Prayer in pubilf 
*< or - private, yet were never troubled 
*they have omitted Meditation, ( p: 
<« 211 their life time unto this very day.) 

How few have managed this duty fly, 
Hath not that which we call Med:taron hq 
Study only ? Hath not ſome contra; 
point, or ſome nice ſpecx/ation been theaſſh,y 
ter of our Meditation ? Hereby we cvidſhes 
that we have not (o great ſpiritual bungee: 
ter Righteouſneſs , as we ſhould : Huh 
men { faith one ) do not uſe. to fiand 
pick bones, when they have meat end ln 
to cat. Hath not ourend in meditating fe, 
only the increaſing of our knowleage , hot 
not the i2proving of our knowledge f Mito 
not we begun this work without God f Wa 
we were going about to Meditate, _ lay 


Their ungodlineſs. 


tbe we neglect. d Prayer for help from Heaven 
rote. go through with che work, though withour 
BGod we can neither know, reſolve upon, nor 
perform what is good 3 for from him,yca,from 
M bir own good pleaſmre comes both the will and the 
2d? Have not we idled away our meditating 
Kſons? If we haves ſequeſtred our felves from 


os orldly buſineſſes, and company,for meditati- 
by Ton at any time, have not we idled away that 

L kr me, by (uff:ring our thoughts togad and 

curi 


wander up and down to no purpolc , to be 
Wure not to fetch in confiderations for the 
Kzmping holy imprefſions upon our hearts 
5 Wndlivcs? Have not we 1n meditating been 


], iſt ry out, ſure the Lord was in ſuch and ſuch a place 

PulBwhere I have. b:en meditating, and Iknew it 
- di wt,t.e. I conſidered it nor. Hath not the work 
_ Pf ouc underfiandings in this bulinels been to 
Y-) Þetain, and not to convey trath into the heart ? 


Yy Hive our: underſtandings repreſented what 
e100 Should work holy effetions and refolutions 
n11Srizht? Have chey preſented things good , of a 
the! Divinc and Heavenly nature as God, Chriſt, 
CYI0J aeaven, ec. 1n th:ir preme and beanty * Have 
ungVney preſented. things in their nature imply 
las Sin, Gods wrath, Hcll, at their worſt 2 
ind Fave not we left off meditating before we at- 
 CVBined the end of Meditation ? before holy 
(108 Rficions and reſolutions are wrought? Have 
3 » Jt we 7ufe'd out of this duty as well as ruſh'd 
f Wtoic > Have not we gone from this work, 
* Wa bird out of the ſnare, with joy andſpeed ? 
hattflave not we ended as well as begwn this 

13 K 2 work 


: Wpirhoxt » due ſenſe of Gods preſence? May not we Gears, 


Conhde- 
rat.ons 
againſt 
ſighting 
Gods writ- 
ten Word. 


Pro.13-13; 
Ha. Fo 24+ 
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work without God ? not praying to Gulj 
ſtrength to perform , what we have ben 
abled by grace to reſolve upon for God; 
for pardon of what hath becn amiſs in the 
ty? O! when will Engli Profeſſon} 
prevailed with to make conſcience of thik 
ty of duties? © I once more intreat thee 
* ufc Mr. Baxters words) as thou art ai 
& that maketh conſcience of a revealed 
< and that dareſt not wilfully refift the $ 
<« as thou valueſt the high delights ofa v 
« and the Soul-raviſhing execrciſc of Ha 
<« ly Contemplation, and as tnou art fu 
<* to the peace and profperity of thinel , 
*< Soul, that thou ſpeedily and diligent 
<« opon this great duty. 

O! what a mighty bleſſing ts it to hari] 
a book, wherein are written by God hi 
the great counſels of his will concerning 
Eternal Salvation ? What & (in is it tha 
have low,mean, yea vile and baſe thoup 
it? Is not our lighting of the Wordd 
Lord the cauſe of all the wickedne(s it 
hearts and lives ? Whence are all our 0 
ons and commiſſions, but. becauſe we alt 
light matter of finning againſi the Scrip 
Certainly this great provocation hath a| 
hand in our miſcries, and threatneth ute 
ine to us. ho ſo deſpiſeth the Word ſhalih 
ſtrojed : Therefore as the fire devouretb tbe} 
and the flame conſumeth the chaff;ſo their "gf 
be rottenneſs,and their bloſſom ſhall go up 
becauſe they bave caft away the Law of tht 
Hofts, nd deſpiſed tbe Word of the a, - | 


lſracl. 
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aled @ Thezr miſcarriages about the Promiſes, 


f Ha gly UVcb Ungodlinefl js alſo evidenced in Profefiors 
Menon miſcarriages about the Pro- miſcarria- 
hine| miſes of the Ford ; the promiſes being the great 6's —_ 
ligent fgodlineſs in the world, not only as 
Ben promoters of goalineſs in : & EI 
arguments to induce it, by ſhewing how God 
0 hart will reward it ; but lkewiſe as principles of 
godlineſi, or the chick :n/irument,, whereby God 
of makes Souls partakers of the Divine nature. | 
1.'How little do we believe the truth- of the Not be- 
8 Promiſes * How little do we believe that the —_ 
"8 Spirit of God and glory reſts on them, that ſuffer 1 
"Et for Chriſt, and his Golpel ? and that as tribu- 
of lations do abound for Chrift, ſo ſhall confolations 
by bim ? or thac we ſhall have an bundred ſold 
pt edvantage by any loſs we (uftain for Chriſt 
wand his concernments 2 All, that fear, of map, 
Fall that cowardiſe, all thoſe tremblings of heart, 


rallbſthat ate upon Profcfiors this day 3 all that ew- 
2 the jimnity againſt the Croſs of Chriſt, which ap- 


pears on the faces, and hearts of men, are 
{clear demonſirations how little the promiſes 
or the bearing up under ſuffering, for the 
cliverance out of ſuffering, or rewasding of 


= 29 (utkcr- 


150 


Not pri- 


zing them of God, of the great and faithful God ;Þ 


enough. 


2 Pet. I. 4. 


Not ad- 


miring 


Their ungodlineſs, 


ſuffering for Chriſt are believed : We ca 
{ct the Promiſes againſt all Croſſes. 
2. FHhw low are onr efteems of the Promi 


compariſun of what they are concerningt 
Promiſes of honeſt and ſufficient men ? 1; 
peal to thee, if a King ſhould promiſe the 
thouſand pound per annum, whether it wii 
not more rejoyce_ thine hezrt, than the 
miles of eternal! Life, which God hath n 
unto thee, do * With how few Profel 
are the promiſes of God exceeding - great 
Precions ? | | 

3. How little do, we admire at God's ftnl 
fo low, ag to oblige himſelf by promiſe n 


Gods coli- ,,,vJees as we? God might have dealt with 


deſcenton 
therein, 


Not bleſ- 
ſing God 
for them. 


1 Jo. 2. 25. This is the promiſe, that be bath promiſi 


by way of abſolute Soverazgnty and Dominſ 


impoſing only upon us commands to doi 
duty, without adjoyning any promiſe 0 
reward , he being our Creator, and wt 


Creatures : It is his great condeicentionf 


deal with us by way of promiſe, which » 
_ only an infinuation and fignification of 
he will do, but a laying a bond or obligt 
upon himſelf to do fo and fo. Herein Gol 
more condeſccnd unto Man , thzn unt) 
. fallen Angels: they have not any ons, 
the leaſt Promiſe of any good, made by 
unto thern. And yet how little are wel 
muration ? 
4. Howlitth do we bleſs the Lord fu 
Fewels, that are wraps up in the promiſer:! 
the Fruit, that hangs on this Tree «4 


Their #ngodlineſs. 
even eternal Life. A Crown is promiſed : He 
ſhalFreceive the Crown of Life , which the Lord 
mil bath promiſed to them that love' bim. A King- 
" dm 15 promiſed : Hearken, my beloved Bre- 
thren, hath not God choſen the poor of this world, 
rich in Faith, and heirs of the Kingdom , 
which be hath promiſed to them that love -bim ? 
Yet how unthankfull? This doubtlefs pro+ 


Cant 


the} ceeds from our diſfdehce of 'the reality and 
h off faithfulneſs of the Promiſer, and therefore 
rol that ſhall be another Qreftion.*” 
reat 5. Hw little do we rely upon God, to make 
. | good bis promiſes How many'think God the 
ff Promiſer as changeable as themſelves? Men 
; 1 inBoars, being in conftant motion upon the 
with Waters, are apt to fancy, that the: Land and 
mins Trees move, as they thernfelves do : S5 
dof many Chriſtians chink, as oft as they fail in 
ie i point of firit duty, God will falroo. Who 
wel} laycs all the (irefs' upon the faithfulneſs of him 
tion # fhat hath promiſed? Do not we lean partly to 
h i} the Promiſes, and partly to our own endea+- 
of of vours, and the means we uſe, and fo divide 
lignſ} our dependencies berwixt the Promiſes of 
Golf God, and our own Duties, to bring in par- 
ant} tons, peace, holinefs, or any outward com- 
ne, forts ? 
bye ©. Do not we eye Promiſes, w hout eying 
Jef} Chriſt? Do not we dote on the Bracelets, but 
neplefi the Friend ? Do not ſome ſet a grenter 
fri Value on the Promiſe, than on Chrifts Per- 
fer:l for : Though the Promiſes are only the Chy- 
of f fri Streams of that River of Life, which pro- 
wil *de1b out of the Throne of Gad, and the Lamb ; 
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yet do not we make them the Primary, aþ,ce 
not the Secondary Objec: of Faith ? wig 
look upon Promiſes only as Infiruments, 
- bring Chriſt, and the Soul together? þ 
Not hope- ,,, How little do we hope for the good lai 
ing forthe ;,z the Promiſes? What fearful expeQuink 
—_ have many Profeſſors, though they » 
cloſe with Gad, though they abſtain fromt 
which is evil, though they fulfill after Golifet i 
the utmoſt of their power , though they; 
fign which way to walk 7n all well-pleaſmglf 
ing fruitful in every good word gnd work: 
how caſt down, how difanRgcd are thyÞy 21 
how do they pine away, and their hearts 
within them ? how arc they as Reeds (hulallgl 
as Ships driven, and cannot caſt anchor wii 
the Vail 2 Myſes himſelf was ſraken, wha 
deliverance of Gods own promiling met w 
Oppoſition: And Moſes ſaid, Lord, wi 
fore baſt thou ſo evil intreated this people? 
is it that thox baft ſent me ? For ſince I can 
Pharaoh, to ſpeak in thy Name, he hathigg 
evil to this people, neither haſt theu delivl 
thy people at all, It 1s Gods wonted .coul Q 
to bring ſignal mercics under a ſentence 
death, before we enjoy them : and yeth 
prevailing js unbelief, when God dele 
and the Promiſe is obſtructed ? How faint 
wee Our hope 1s not lively. 
Not wait- $8. How little do we. wait , ill that 
ing for the which is in the Promiſes , be given out 10,0 6 
= * I may truly Gay to many, yea, © mot, 
Heb.10.36, Have need of Patience, that after ye hav" 
8be will of God , ye may. recaiv? the Py | 
u 
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wy, 4 > re, TheVifion is for an appointed time, and Hab. 2. ;. 


nts, 


2 laid 
Qi: " 


> od would have us to wait, though 1t tarry 5. 


cauſe it will not tarry, beyond the. time, ap- 


ointed by the wiſe and faithful. God ; But, 


though God never fail of bx own time, yet. 
\c ſeldom comes at ozrs, and then we run 


Snco unbelief, if not impatiency of ſpirit. 


ow oft do we Antedate the. Promiſe, and 
tit a time before Gods time ? Patiexce nath 


[Got its perfef work, (o that if God fave us out 
ro our miſerics, we ſhall not be able to lay as 
he Church » Lo, this is our God, we have lia. 25. 9. 


nbyited for bim , and be will ſave us : Thais 


be Lord, we have waited for him, we? will be 
 (haleflglad and rejoyce in bis ſalvation, Thus b- 
nEmiging the ho'ly One of Jſracl, either as to 
means, ( when wetye up the Lord to work 
by wayecs and cauſes of our own ) or to dayes 


, Wh 
le? m 
ca 
ath 
de{tv0 
.CQUI 
Ence 
yet h 
aint 


at þ 
10 
oth; 
3VE-0 


Su 


and bours of our own bold and impudent 
preſcription,is no ſmall provocation. How off 


Jam. 1. 4- 


did they provoke him in the Wilderneſi , and pſ1. 5. 
prieve bim in the, Deſart ® Tea, they twrned 40, 41. 


back, and tempted God, and limited the baly 
Qne of Iſrael, Some will wait a moneth or 
two for the Promiſe of Pardon , that they 
may have peace in their Conſcierces, and for 
Promiſes of outwards 3 but when: they ſee 


nothing comes of their waiting, then there & , y;,, 
no bope, why (bould I wait on the Lord any ;;. 


bnger 5 That Wretch waited alittle, but not 


long enough. We allow time to the Phyſician 
to cure us, we yield, that he knows the fit-, 


teli time to apply cordials; but we yield not 


prong fo much to God : We would bavetheſmert- 


gs 6. 


' 
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Lia. 35. 4. 
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Promiſes. plied P romiſes P How many dogs take t 
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ing Plaiſter pulled off, before the Womnſ-4,14+ 
healed , whereas it 15 bcſt for as, to han of the 
kept on. David's foot was almofi flipt, wfi,ch, © 
he faw the Promiſe ofthe Kingdom detenff;499 -« 
he makes a' bad inference from the delay, { pardo! 
day 1 ſhall fall by the hand of Saul. Wed freene 
ſtay our felves on the Promiſes, till the th guar 
promiled be given into our boloms. Dafl g/grp 
waited patiently ; bat fo do not we : (ff gg: 
hearts axe not at reſt, but we ſtaggr if ;7e ſt 


Drunkards , we reel this way, and that wif zbuſc 
but arc not eftabliſhed and fetled : In thinf that « 
are not confident, that God who bath promj ſtum| 
eannot .lye , and therefore will pertorm i hope: 
word, that is goneforth from an uatciguif ze n 
lip : We arc too hafty in our delimf Repe 
whereas God knows the fitteti (eaſon for if pref 
Promiſe to bring forth : We (hall haveif ofgy 


when the time is come; but we haſten tiþ prea 
birth, and fpoyl the conception. ThePif tinu 
phet of old complains of fome, that thiyj pen! 
were. of an haſty heart : wherezs, H: tj will 
believeth, maketh not haſte. God defers , uf ed þ 
put an edge on our defires, a value on wintlif thou 
promiſed, and to exerciſe our Faith. If Say 
Word, that is gone forth out of the mouth xs : 
the God of trath, ſhould quiet 3 bur itdolſ cou 
not. 1 the Lord will haſten it in its my wil 
The Lord 'will ariſe, and have mercy *Mf no! 
Zion, whey the time to favour 'ber, yes, MF mb 
the ſet time is come. And is not Gods till ani 
the beſt ?- | HY 

9. How - bave many abuſed, rather than #} ye 


Childrai 
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undg-431dren's Bread ? How many Hyp2crites tafte 
ane the forbidden fruit ? Lay hold on that which 
{ Whyoth not belong unto them ? ' When they” 
lnf{ead thoſe ſweet delicious * promifes of the 
I pardon of Sin, of the love of God, of the' 


S count them as theirs, whereas they are but 
Dl Uſurpers, they ſet their mark, on anothers 
* UF goods; they arc thieves and* robbers for they 
Safe ſtrangers to the Promiſes, How many 
if abuſe the mercy of God in the Promiſes, fo: 


birf that even the Promiſes become an occafion of 


Mi tumbling , whilſt they continue 1n fin, in 


gu arc not Iced by the fweerneſs of the Promile to 
ny Repentance 3 but rather harden our hearts, 
q prcluming of pardons on courſe from the God 

of grace :. Glutrons ſurfeit fooneli upon the 


tinne tO fin that grace may abound ; hence Re- 
| pentancc is put off; becauſe men hope God 
will abzndantly pardon, when ever thc wick- 


ſreenels of grace, of the glory to come, they 


hopes.of pardons through the Promiſes ? We 


s greateſi dainti:s; thuwmany venture to con- 


2d forſokes his way, and the unrighteous man his 
q thoughts, The Promiſe are not made a 
 Sorduary unto which men fly from. fin, but 
35 a SanQuuary to prote& them in their tintul 
courſes. God is merciful, ſl,w to wrath, he 

will abndantiy pardon, &c. therefore, &c, Do 

notwe overlook all the threatnings and ter- 

rible denunciations of- God againſt our fins; 

M ind wholly pitch on the comfortable Promilts 
| ofthe Goſpel? Do not we eye Promiſes, and 

Mr yet hate Commands? Do not we mind Tem- 
 poral Promiſes, with the negle& of Spiritua); 
+ ard 
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and therein diſparage God, by ſetting u (yeni 
er value on Earth than on Heaven, on fhav 
back and bellies, than on Gnd ? Do nf 
cyc the Promiſes that . ſpeak of mercy 
pals over thoſe that lead to duty ? Viewy 
pleaſure pardoning Promiſes , but ny 
the Promiſes of ſprinkling us with clean 
ter, and that Sin ſhall not have Domi 
over us? We like it, that God will k{ no 
God; but we love not to be Gods peopl,yh co 
der his command, and at his diſpoſe. þ 
do we eye the abſolute Promiſes, but neg 
the conditional] ? We take hold of Promil 
deliverance, when under any miſery; but 
forget the condition ; If my people ſhall | 
ble themſelves, and pray, and ſeek my fac, of of 
tern from their evil wayes, ©c. little is 


minded by us, which the Prophet ſpeaks, | of 
what inſtant T flall ſpeak, concerning a Ni fir 
end concerning a Kingdom t6 build and to - 

f 


it , if at doevil in my fight, that it oby 
my voice, then I will repent of the good wh Pl 
with. I ſaid I would benefit them. We | 
we like, Promiſed mercies, and every on! 
looked upon as an unbelieving Thomas, 1 
doubts of the mercy, but we overlook i i" 
preparatory dutics of Fafiing, Praying, hi 
penting and Reforming or hearts and wi 
Oc. Hence men dote almoſi on the Promil 
of grace; but ſecretly- hate the Promiſe 
gracez becauſe they find no gracious quil 
cations in themſclves : they love to hear 
Gods readineſs to pardon ; but they arc | 


to hear that they muſt come to Chriſt for f 
peniany 


p 1 


, 00 
not 
cy, | 
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| tance and then for Remiſſim; they would fain 


ve the penny, but they cannot endure labowr. 
dd hath linked his Promiſes and our ſeeking 


157 


together. Thus ſaith the Lord God, 7 will yet Exck. 36, 


for this be enquired of by the bouſe of Ira), #0 do 37- 


is for them; But how many of usdo cither 
altogether negleR, or ſlothfullp go about to 
perform the condition of the Promiſe ?* Are 
not ſome of us altogether lirangers to faith,the 


condition of the whole covenant of grace ? 
W-know not what an heart purifying faith 
\& mcans? We never gave our felycs unto the 


Lord, yet run away with the Promiſes of for- 
givencls : though ignorant of the Mediator 
betwixt God and finful creatures, though full 
of pride and high conceits of our own Righ- 


& tcouſneſs, though we live in an open diſcficem 


of the Goſpel of Chriſt, though we cannot but 


of find an incompliance of heart with ſubjeRion 


to Chriſt, yer we boali Abraham is our Father, 


the bleſſing of Abraham is come wpon uw, the 


Promiſes are ours. How do the Promiſes of 


| God make ſome flothfull in the uſe of 'ap- 


pointed means ? How forrmal in dutics are 
we? May it not be ſaid of us, as of the 
Image, vrhere is ſomewhat wanting within ? 


vf Arc not weſfilly doves without heart ? Are not 


we only bolfircd up with the Promiſes? Otheſe 


i pillows under our heads make-us ſlumbring 


Virgins ; All is well, God is merciful, &c. but 
we do not ſweat and get our living by labour, 
we ſtrive not to enter in at #he ſtraight pate, &c. 
We hok for the bleſſed bope, but we live not ſober- 


MW 9- I know (faith God ) tbe thoughts that I think 


#9* 
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towards you, thougbts of peace, but not of 
Jer. 29, Eve you an expeFed end ; but be ture, th 
11,1z, - Call wpon me, and go and pray unto me, 
=> will bearken unto you. 

i0. How nice and curious are ſome ing 
Nicely ing of Promiſes ? They forſooth take nogf0ff 
"PINS ſurein any Promiſes, but fuch as they th} ? 


cs no hand touched before their own ; 1% 
negle& the plain, clear, open, rich j$Þ*"* 
miles of the Goſpel 3 and if any be more of t 
firuſe, and hard to be found out, by ad. s. 
dinary eye , they arc ercedily ſucks}. * 
They are only or mainly for myliicalPm "Y 
ſes. Suchthink they are delighted withi _; 
goodneſs of the Promiſe , whereas they 1 "4 
only .pleafcd with the newnels of it, orm 
their own invention, and that they ca ij 
farther into a Mill-Rone than another, py 
have known fome of theſe, and I have : 
what is become of them : their pride and} ** 
{Ration hath led them alſo from the plif, : 
paths of holineſs. 

Not ap- - 11. How many will not clſe with aPrm © 

plying —.Cfuchis their folly J 2:1} the thing promiſi » 


them, till found within them ? Becauſe their hearts att 
T_ corrupt , thercfore they will not apply 
hats Promiſes of {ubduing iniquity, and of put 
apply them fying the heart ; whereas there is no waj! 
for, get their corrupt hearts cleanſed, but bylyg 
| inghold on (uch Promiſes; and the long 
they keep off the Promiſe, the worle it 
be with them : There is no other way, | , 
by this Ark, to eſcape drowning : and ii p 
longer they wander..in this }31derneſs, 
moh 
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of enore hard it will be at laſt to enter into Cana- 
ce th&n: the longer they keep off from the pro- 
| Tſrife,the more corrupt will their hearts grow, 
nd the more corrupt they grow, the work 
pf the heart- purifying-faith will be the more 
no ;89:flicult. | Z 
12. How many of ms eye Providences more Eying Pro- * 
than Promiſ:s ? and make. the Providences, RO 
ich pſpather than the Promiſes of God ,, the Ground ment" wh 
of their Faith? One faith well, © The Star- 
« lizht of one fingle Promiſe, is of more uſe 
© to Chrifiidns, - than a Conſtellation of many * 
«Providences, both toafſure chem in their 
|< wayes, and to ſupport them under any 
« difficulties. . cn -410 | - 
13. Do not we pretend to cyc the Promiſes, Uing 1n- 
and yet ſe indire& means to bring our- devices to _— "a 
Bpſr ? We have pretended: to live the Life of anrnoh 
F Faith; but God knows what ſhifts men have what is 
anj{12d, and wicked ( at leaſt queſtionable.) promited- 
{ courſes men have taken 5 how much evil hath 
been done, that good may come. Have not 
Zn VE to help Gods. Promiſes to bring forth, 
wild turned out of Gods way,  reſifted Digmties , 
offcred Violence to known Laws, wronged 
# Conſcience, forgot all, Obligations upon us, 
$reparded nothing that flood in our way of 
4 compaſſing our deſigns ? | | 
14. How little do we examine tbe Fruits of "ou _ 
las Gods Promiſes in our own Souls 2 The exceeding hy Twas 
uf great and preczois Promiſes are given, that tain their 


ne, 


it ſe Pd 
,, b we might be partakers of the Divins nature, <ndsin 
1d th baving eſcaped the. corruption that is in the wy _ 
,, th world throngh Juſt : that we might purifie our ? m_—_ 4 


ſelves, 


L 60 


2 Cor. 7 I, 


Profeflors 
Abuſe of 
Provt- 
dence. 
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ſelves, even as God is pure : 
for theſe tnds to be attained by the Prob 
in our Souls? Do we look not only 
Change from Looſeneſs to Civility , 
#brough $ anctification in Body, Mind, and Sj 
Alas! which -of us can ſay, Having the 
* mifes, we do cleanſe onr ſelves from all filth 
Fleſh and Spirit, and are perfecting holineſs} 
fear of God, 


2854598 $4844, 2: 


CHAP. XVII 


Their Abuſe of Providence. 


roly.. Buſe of Providence is another 

of Ungodlinefi, 200 much fiiily 
amonp Profeſſrs. God 1s to be honour, 
only as tbe chiefeft Good, and as the ſufj ; 
Trah and Authority , but @s the firſt Cauſsl 
giveth Being toall things, and therefor! 
gereth and difpoſeth of all things as hep 
cth, having abfolute Dominion over all ext 
But O, how is God diſhonoured , by adi 
his Providence ? The blind World are ot 
ty guilty, who do not acknowledge Gd 
che other end of Cauſes, as ſweying all ti 


 byhis Wiſdom and Power, bur ſet up an 


called Chance; but cven Profeſiors, crit! 


Profeflors, arc hercin very guilty, 
5 W 
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« 1. How ſeldom do we obſerve Gods Provi- ee 
"dence ? The Finger of God 1s in all the Crea- pig; 
tures; not only #*, but al! Creatures /ve; (crying it; 
move, and have their Being, from God, and 
'# 3n God:- The whole courſe of Nature moves, 
2s it is turned by the hand of God, and di- 
reed by his counſel: It is not with the 
8 work of God, as with the Artcificers Clock; 
which, put into a frame, and hanged with 
weights, will go ; though the Artificer 
be off from it; but though God fee all the 
Creatures in frame , yet the motion of 
} every wheel depends on God, There 1s not -” 
a drop of rain falls, till God utter his voice, Jer- 10-13; 
ond cauſe the vaponrs to.aſcend from the ends of 
the earth : Yet how is God not minded ? ie 
ſee not his foorfteps ; We may lay in this, He 
| Paſſeth this way, and that, and we ſee bim 
mt, Oureyes are held to ſecondary Cauſes ; 

þ | We look when the Wind, or Moon , will : 
, change 3 but we are (o ſhort-ſighted, that we + 
4 1exch not God. How fcldom do we confi- 
i | der, chat chough Gods Providence doth de- 
" liver up his choice(t Fricnds, into the hands of 

'F his and their Encmies, yet doth it not deliver 
# them np unto their will : they cannot do what 
| #bey pleaſe, but only what pleaſeth God < 
Such as are Gods own are fill engrayen on the 
polms of bis bands, though turned over into 
pal ' the hands of the Ungodly : they are Gods 

.# Favourites flill, though the wicked ſay, Perſe- 
jF cute them, and take them, for God bath forſs- 
| ken them, How little do we mind, that xr 
times are in Gods bands, and that as Satan is 
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in 4 Chain, fo arc his Inſtruracnts; Welt a: 
Men more than God, ' O, when ſhall B 
hear that Word of God, Say not a. confednj to 
Ta. 8.12», to allthem to whom #þis People ſhall ſayanilf in 
I3, I4. deracy , neither fear ye their fear, nor be afrilf ar 
Sandifie the Lord of Hoſts himſelf, and let bf tf 
be your fear, and let him be your dread : Alf an 
ſhall be for a SanQuary, &c. | de 


Not being _ 2. How little are we affected with the an ft 
affeted mual courſe of Providence, though it guardiaf of 
tacrewlth, keeds us every moment ? The Stars in th} th 
courſes would fight againſt us-: the Sex wolf p1 

fwallow us up , and break in as a devounf} &« 

the Beaſts of the Field would arm againlisf th 

it God did not check them, and bound tha of 

yea, one man would'cat up another, werſj da 

not for the Lord, who fets bounds tolif tn 

rage of all the Creatures. Ir is the ex ſa 

jealoufic that is till wakeful for us ; it} he 

Lord, that puts the hook, into the noſe, ff #h 

the bridle in the lips, of the Senacheribij th 

the World ; and yet how little arc our henfj dc 
affeQted?how little are they comforted, &buf D 

up? how little do they cleave unto the Loilff L 

On the contrary : How difiruftful are fu 

But di- of Gods Providence, in atime of feendyj A 
Aruſting it. gers, though we are wonderfully deli for 
from inviſible ones every day ? Whoa # 

number the legions of Devils ? ſo many & «: 

verances haſt thou by Gods Providence en 4} 

moment ; and yet how diffident and douly C 

- ' 2xe-we,upon all new imminent outwarddoj th 
Pers? How little do we believe, thatoh 7 

will bring in good to-us, by ſuch Provide #3 
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as are ungratcful £0 Senſe, to Fleſh and 
Blood ? Though nothing is more uſual, than 
for God co take away fome comforts, and lay 
in b:tter comforts; to_take away an Abel, 
and make it up in Seth - to deprive Noah of 
che comforts of the whole World for a while, 
3nd then ro waſh it from ics filthineſs, and to 
deliver him the poſſeſſion of it, with mani- 
{:f proofs of his fingular diſtinguiſhing care 
of him and his Family, whulit all the reſt of 
the Creatures periſhed in the waters ; to des 
prive Miry and Martha of their Brother La- 


Zarws, and to return him from the dead nnto 


them with great advantage: to deprive Fob 
of his Ctuldren and Eſtate, to make his lafi 
dayes better than his firſt, and to give him 
twice as mucb' as be had before; tor ſeven thou- 
ſand Sheep, he had fourteen thouſands, before 
he had three thouſand Camels, afterwards fix 
thouſand; before five hundred. Aﬀes, then one 
thouſand; yet. how - little can we truft Provi- 
dence 1n ſuch cafes ? How hardly were the 
Diſciples pertwaded, that the abfence cf their 
Lord and Miſter , Jgfus Chriftt, ſhould be 
ſupplyed in the Spirit * And yet faith Chrift, 
Nevertheleſ7 I tell you the truth, it is expedient 
for yow that I go away: for if I go nt away, 
the Comforter will nos come unto you, but if 1 
depart, I will ſend bim #0 you. Chriſt in his 
Sprrit, dwelling tn our bearts, 15 better than 
Chriſt in Fl:ſþ, dwelling in our boufes, When 
the unclean Spirit "departs from a mah, and re- 
turns again, be brings ſeven Spirits worſe tha 
bimſelf » and the latier* end of- that man is worſe 

L 2 19.478 


Job r. 2. 

compared 
wuh Chap. 
42, 19, 12, 


Toh. $6.7. 


Ir "at. 1 Z 4 3» 


Jer. ZOeISy 
16, 17. 


Pſal. 107; 
"7 


' tage, yes, with the advantage of the bun 
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than bis beginning ; but when Chriſt withdre} 
from Earth to Heaven, he brings (even cop 
{olations better than at firft, in the powriy 
forth of the Comforter, and the end of fwd 
( in whom the Spirit ſupplies the want « 
Chriſis bodily preſence ) is better than th 
beginning. Why cryeſt thaw for thine offi 
on ? thy ſorrow is incurable for the multitudii 
#hine iniquity, 8c. Therefore all they that & 
vour thee, ſhall be devoured, &c. for I wills 
ftore bealth unto thee, and I will beal thee of t 
wounds , ſaith the Lord, becauſe they call 
thee an oxtcaſt, &c. Nothing more uſual wit 
God than to make the loſs of one comfar 
the means of enjoying another with adva- 


fold : But alas ! moſt fear they ſhall be loſe 


by Chriſt and for Chrift, God doth as Mu. 


rincrs, row one Way, and look another: | 
brings moſt of his great ends about by look 
ing quite aſide from what he hath a ſpecial 


tent co bring to paſs: the Lord ſeldom pu 


ceedsin a direQ way to hisends, Z2.e. in! 
right way to our apgrebenfions, in ſuch1 
way as we would have him go in; butt 
leads us about, as he did 1ſrae!, and yetthi 
was the right way indeed ; though the mew 
ſeem to oppoſe the end 3 yet he works totl 
praiſe of his Name : he can write rightly! 
crooked pen, and bring honey out of the U 
kaſ of the Lion : make uſe of firangeinlin 
ments, break down Jericho's malls by ebe ſous 
of Rams-borns :; But O! how little do we ti 


Providence when the means arc not probw# 
means k 
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| to effe& our expeRted end ? Who believes 


there ſhall be light in the Evening * And that 
Sarah foall have a poſterity as the Stars in tbe 
Firmament for multitude, and as the ſand on the 
Sea ſhore , which is inmumerable , when ſhe 
was old, had bcen barren fo long, and her 
Lord old alſo? Who will think that tbe Sn 
and the Stars fpzuld bow to Joſeph, when he 
lics in the Pit, or is in the Dungeon of the 
Heathen King? How ſw to believe were the 
Diſciples, when Chriti is dead and buried, 
and lics three dayes in the Grave ? We thought 
this ſhould bave been be that fhould have deli- 
vered Iſracl. How little doth the Worm Ja- 
cob ( Facob when reduced as low as the earth, 
when creeping into holes for ſecurity, when 
as contemptible as a worm, that no man (cru- 


les to tread upon, when (o eaſily to be deſtroy- 


ed, us a Worm )) bclieve, that yet the Worm 
Jacob ſhall threſh the mountains and fan them, 
and the wind ſhall carry them away ? Alas ! 


' how unſcemly is the behaviour of many, if 


Providence thwarts them in taking away a 
Child, an Husband, an Eftate, how dilfcoura- 
ged and caft down arc we, as if God in his 
Providence had pulled down that, which he 


; 165 


Ze ch.14.9 
He,11. 12+ 


Luke 24. 
21, 2%. 


Iſa. 41-15, 
16, 17. 


could never build again , or rootcd up that 


which he could never plant again. O! how 


ſew b:lieve that if God pull down their brich- 


bouſes, that be will build them again of bewn- 
ſtones, and that if he conſume their Fir-rrees, he 
will bxild again with Cedars ? Do not many 
afflied Chriſtians think it impoſſible for their 
Jorrow to be wrned into joy ? / 

K 3 W hence 


. 166 
Hence de- 


jeRedneſs Providences , but from our not believiy 


underCroſs 
Providen= 
CCS» 


Pſal, 42. Jo 


Pſal. 46. 


' By 


Boyling 
of revenge. 


| burdento it. Whence are all our uproar 
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Whence is all our dejecdneſs under Cri 


that all things are diſpoſed by the wile a 
gracious Providence of God? We beim 
not enough that the Eyes of owr loving Fath 
run to and fro throughout the Earth, t fy 


himſelf Marvellous for our .belp 1n a time 
need and danger. David was thus oven 


ken, till he ichool'd himfe!t into a bett 
frame, with 3}/by art thou caft down , On 
Soul. and why art thon diſquieted in me ? Hy 
thou in God, for 1 ſoall yet praiſe bim for 1 
belp of his countenance. Few can ſay, Godi 
our Tefuge and firength; a very preſent bel); 


grouble, Therefore will we not fear, though 


Earth be removed : and though the Mount 


be carried into the midſt of the-Sea. Few t 
lieve, that if the Lord be pleaſed to lay agit 
burden upon their ſhoulders, he will git 
great (irength to bear it, and if he gives bi 
little firength, he will ſurely proportion ti 


Spirit, and diſquietneſs of heart, but fin 
our not truſting upon Providence ? War 
God 1s working deſolation , did we ee it 
work, Wwe would be flil, David was 
when lirangely provoked by Shime?'s infolt 
cy and railings. God had bid Shimei 


Aviſha was not ſo much concerned in 


affront, as David, but 'he fees not God! 
the lips of Shime: , and therefore his Spil 
is inflamed. | | | 

All the boylings of Revenge that ar! 


the hearts of men one againſt another mays 
attribul 


Their ungodlineſs. 

attributed to mans blindn<(s. and injudicious 
view. of things, they ſez not tne wicked to 
be Gods Sword to let out their corruption : 
they do not. believe that God intends to pur- 
ſue gracious deligns . by ſuch wttruments, 
Foſepb was ealily conquered and perſwaded to 
forgive the unk::idnels, yea, the cruclty of his 
| Brethren in making Merchand:ze of him to 
the 1hhmalites, he could fay, 1s was not you 
that ſent me bither, but Gcd, &«c. . As for you, ye 
thought evil againſt me, but G1d meant it un- 
20 good, to bring to paſi as it is this gay, to 
ſave much people alive, He inlicuates to them, 
that they had no cauſe .to fear his zxcvenging 
himſelf on them 3 for that he could eafily 
| pardon that offence of theirs, out of which 
God hath drawn fo much good to his people, 
and fo much glory to his own Name. How 
filent would we be, yea, how full of praifcs> if 
by an cye of faith we did {ce the end of God 
In all is Providences, that they lead to holi- 
nels : Before I was afflided I went aftray z, but 
now 1 keep thy Word : I know O Lord, that thy 
judgements are right, and that thon baſt af- 
fided me in faubfuineſs, He for owr Profit, 
that we might be partakers of bis holineſs. 
Can we fume at the Phy fician for preſcribing 
a dyef, or bitter pills and potions, 1f he pro» 
vides theſe for the purging away Giſcaſes, 


1;F that threaten our ruine? Shall we fly ia the 


face of him that binds us, in order to the Sa- 
virg us? and yet what murmurings have we, 
Whilſt in the hands of the Phyfician ? The 
folly of a man pervert 'th bis wages, an 
TD L 4 bears 


4 bis Prov.15,3- 


WO 4 
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heart frente#h againſt tbe Lord. ' How (tnpnd y 


we honour God, if we did bclicve, tht&oot 
bis band our breath us ? 


| 89 us: 
And care== How carcful are we to pleaſe them «<r 
leſneſsto haye- power over our lives, and to whon($« hj 


pleaſe 


God. are beholding for every breath we breat 
Dan, 5-23, O! fiudy how much you labour to cow 
| with men, and how little with the Lord, 
you will find your difirufi of Provic 
that you donot believe, that God fitteth 

. the floods. 
Juſtifying 3. How oft bave we made Providence a 
cheir aUt- gument #0 juſt ifie our aQlions and ſtates ? | 
wn _ becauſe God doth not puniſh us, but tok 
Prone? Us, therefore he loves us, and appron 
dence. . Our way ? Whercas the Scriptures and! 
| perience ſhew, that there is a jujt ma 
periſheth in bis righteouſneſs , and hm 
wicked man that prolongs bis life in wick 
The Lord ſometimes puts his Hoggs into 
fatteſt paſtures, in order to the Slawi 
yea, fometimes his not puniſhing , 
greateſi puniſhment. I will not puniſh 
Hoſe 4.14» Daughters for their Whoredoms : Golf © 
—_*  Adulterers and Adultereſſes to proſpayy'® « 
thrive. Hierom obſerves, that God «| fid 
with us, as Parents with Children, jj W 
there is any hope of reclaiming them, i G 
are carreted z but otherwiſe they ah 
alone, to do as they liſt : Or as Phyficzanit 
Pe ills ad tinue their applications, whilſt there Þ 
q'orum pec- hope of the Patients life ; otherwiſe the 
Rae them alone. How do ſome bleſs themkly 


wk that they never faſtcd and prayed: as 0 


YL 


nd yet they ride on horſcback, whileft others 
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Oot it out ; But what ſaith Hierome to the(e? 


[9 umdo videris, &c. * When thou fcefi a 
cnn flow- with wealth, and braving of 
_Þ« his power ; when thou * (eeft him very 
i healthful, and to have a company of brave 
Mb Children bravely arrayed ; then (ay, the 


« threatning of God, by the Prophet Hoſeab, 


«;s fulfilled upon that man. Dives bad bis 


good things bere, and Lazarus evil : Dives fa- 
xed deliciouſly every day, bis miſery is reſcr- 


ved to hereafter, as Lazarus his comforts are 
reſerved till death. Mark the perfect man, yc1 .. 
ul and behold the upright, for the end of that man 
if 37 Peace. 3. e, a confluence of all good. 
# What ſaid one of the late Engl Biſhops? 


«[t is the common lot of the true Children 
«of God, becauſe they have many out-fly- 


C * ings, wherewith their holy Father is not 


« well pleaſed, to come under the ſcourge 


** oftner than the Baſtards do. If they do 
<« amiſs, they muſi ſmart for it either here or 
«hereafter ; now God meaneth them 70 con- 


& demnation hereafter, and therefore he giv- 


-* eth them more chaftning here. Itis a con- , Coq, 15. 


liderable paſſage of a very learned man, in zz. 
weakning the* late poſition of (ome, that 


* God bad born Teftimony to their cauſe, by the 


many Viftories which he had given them, (aith 
he, * This concluding of yours will by the 
* (ame reaſon infer that Chriftianity is nor, 
© and that Mahumetiſme is the true Religion; 


' ®*becauſe when the Twrks afferted one, and 


* the Greek: Church the other, and that dif- 
© {exence 


Eccleſ'g. 2 


Jer. 21. I. 


Hab. 1.13. 


1 Pet.4.12. 


1 Thel. 3, 
32 4 


Their nngodlineſs. 


< ference begat. a War betwixt them;; 
clear that the Txrks were. ſucceſsfy], 
& the Greek-Church was ſadly waltdf* 
* fubducd by them, and fo remains uf: 
«© hour in that un-returned Captivin. | 
not all things come alike to all ? And yaa 
men, ſome of the beſt that ever be, 
have been fumbled. at theſe diſpenſuul 
* "Lord (Gith the Prophet Feremiah)! 
nt righteous, yet let me reaſon witht 
Wiiy doth the way of the Wicked proj; 

* Thou art of purer Eyes, (faith the Proj 
* * Habakkuk, ) than to behold evil, andaif 
* not look on 1aiquity ; Wher:t fore bo 
& tho: upon thera chat deal trexciicroull, 
< holdeit thy tongue, when, the Wicked @,pury 
* youreth the man that is more righteowtl ,, 1 | 
«he? The Saints alto of the New TY ip 
ment were apt to! iiumble at. the Crob,f zþyy 
Gods Providences towerds his Saints allff and 
vourites, that they ſhoald ſuffer ſuch 
things : ſo that the Apoſtles were forcel 
counlel them, and to xctific their thougl 
in this particular 5 My Brethyen think if 
ſtrange concerning © the fury wrys. ; Ard 
Apolile Pa#! (ent T:119thy 0: parpolſe to Aff cen! 
fort thew, aud to eſtabliſh them, tiut 
man ſhould he moved by theſe afflietions *\ 
our Lord himfelf knowing how apt bis Di 
ples were tumble herear, preacheth 
purpoſe on this fubjet. Theſe things. bm 
ſpoken unto you, that ye be wot offended : Wi 
chings were theſe? They ſhall put you 
#be Synzgogues ( EXCOMMuUnICIte —_ 
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a out like dogs: ) Tea the time ſhall: come, 
Bt whoſoever killeth you will think, be doth God 
vice. Good men, when they ſee . the 
” UE. icked thus wat on every fide ( go where they 
1 $lcaſc, and do what they pleaſe) they arc 
Pot, cither to dowbe of Gods Providence, 
S/bether be governs the World, or to. call in 
weſtion whether they have any relation to Gods 
"/ cial care. But do not we know that the 
Child is oft beaten, whilſt the Servant or 
ranger is ſpared ? Do not we know that 
Tudgement begins at the Houſe of God, yea, and 7 P<t.4.17- 
Jſizys long there, and all that while the rents 
of ungodlineſs may be free : theſe may waſh 
their (teps in butter, and the Rocks may pour 
them out Rivers of Oyle : they may wax old 
} and grow in wealth ; their ſeed may be: efta- Job 21. 7. 
Tf liſhed: the Rod if God may not be pon them ; 44 15- 
%Y they may refoice in the ſound of the Organ, &e. 
ally 2nd yet wicked enough : All this they may 
have with the Curſe cf God, for they ſay unto 
ed God depart, &&c. 
wy 4. How oft have the generation of the. Fuſt Cenſuring 
"y been cenſured for Hypocrites and ungodly, meerly — 
q becauſe of outward Providences * Thus was Fob —_ "<rg 
IF cenſured by good men ,, becauſe he ſate on rhe accounr of 
Dwunghils who was wont to fit with Prizces, outward 
- } Let a (man be under grievous loſſes by Sea, preps 
| orby Land, yea let but a Viper hang #pon the wes 
Ui band, and what then ? This marr. ( fay they ) 
ſurely is a murtherer, who though he bath eſ- *.&. 23, 4þ 
caped the Seas, yet yengeance ſuffereth nt 10 
live : Mens outward conditions is made by 
Barbarians, yea by Chriſtians, the line to 
| NCa- 
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meaſure Mens relation to God by, they$#8* 
pret love by proſperity, and hatred by ) tak 
ticy ; whereas the Lord tells us that jj" 
many tribulations we muft enter into th of %" 
dome of F:aven. IT wonder not at this, of 4h 
] confider. that the Servant is nt ln" 
Ifa.53-3-4- Mafter : When Chrift was a man of diſc; 
they did judge him ſmitten of God. Boyp** 
_ dy alfo arc we to fay this is a juft JudgfÞ*r 
of God upon ſuch a ſuffering Pro 7-E 
for ? Yea we cenſure our ſel ” 
Hypocrites, when God croſſ:th us nf”. 
earthly comforts, and deſigns. If a Chill” 
&*c, then we queſtion the root of the nf" 
whether there be a {park of grace. | 
Making 5. The more Providence bath favour 4 
Providence have not we the left roled our ſelves on the (,* 
joe we nant of grace ? Hath not God had the lf, : 
depending our dependance and faith ? Have ng h 
on God. promiſes lain more neglected, fo that{ 

hath been even neceſſicated to draw iff 
hand of bounty, that, like the Widow, if 
deſtitute, we may truſt to him ? The Cl - 

leak apace, that tbe Fountain may be*in | 

requeſt. RS 
Being dil- 6, How diſcontented are we to this day 
ie Gods Provid:ntial adminiftrations tow tl 
vidence, How do wepreſcribs to G3d ? Some wh, . 
be richer than they are; others more hom. 
rable : Som= covet to be aboy2 others. YG; 
+*: hav: bad m:mocies, or elſe we cannot hv 
rem:mo:r how ill ſom: of us improvedii, 
tallzats of p3wer and hon»4c, when welſhh, 


tnem. Is it reaſonable chat Go —_ 
car} 


cart 


Pant 


L 
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ged for an hard Maſter for not entruſiing 
;. Þ talents in our hands, when we have been 
at oj unfaithful to our former allotments ? Fe- 
th rwn-like we waxed fat, and never Were more 
Mie Bofi-like, than when we were in the greene/t 
+ Bftures. God would be charg'd even with 
f , Kdiſcretion, if- he ſhould commut ten talents 
Hog ain tO thee, till thou art humbled for thy 
adgſf mer unfaichfulneſs. 
oleh 7-120 do we take Gods work out of vis bands ? _ 
clo careful arc we in many things, though Frome his 
in (F< ſhould be careful in nothing ? Though we þ,qqe, 
hilt add one Cubit to cur Stature by. all our 
res 3 yet what follicitudes eat into our 
carts, and cut them in twain ? We ſhould 
ve Providence inthe uſe of means, but ſhould 
the opt Pothing to do with the iſſues and events of 
- ("© means we ule, but leave them to God. 
hat which 1s not under our Power, ſhould not 
ue (F* 2nder our Care, Al things are ordered by 
; ie deliberate Counſel of God. I retwrned, Ecclel. g. 
'$nd {aw under the Sun, that the race is not to the ?"- 
«Nwift, nor the battle to the ftrong, neither yet 
ead to the wiſe, nor yet riches to men of under- 
> Pending, nor yet favour to men of skill, but time 
oF chance bappeneth to them all. | - 
41 8. How do rotten-bearted Hypocrites diftaſt Dittaling 
0d, grow careleſi of ſerving God , yea fall in- Religion 
Þ6 an abhorrence of Religion becauſe of Gods _ of 
owning upon bis people in Providential difpen- © OV 


$ooms £ Hence innumerable forts of theſe 
w wllow-hearted Profeſſours, deſert their for- 

mer Profcſſion : when the Wind and Tide of 
FPrelerment is againſt them, they will not ha- 
j Zard 
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zard their outward comforts, for all thk 

mifes of.the Goſpezl : whileſt chey ſee hol 

tle Providence favours the Saints as tj 

comforts of this life, and chat Proj 

ſuits not their dcfires, they rage and| 

and arc ready to cry out, like that wit 

2 Kings 6. King, This evil 3s of the Lord, wherefor 
33- I wait on the Lord any longer ? Now Fufwi 

to God, Farewell to Profeflion : if wha 

Children ask bread, he gives them flones, Fan 

to ſuch a Father, | 

Nep!efting 9+ How commonly do men negled the 

Provi- dence of God, and betake themſelves uf 

dence, and gp ſhifts to extricate themſelves from thi 

_— ſeries ? Is man wiſer than God ? Andy 

' hope rather to help themſelves by their 

wits, wiles, and endeavours, than by l: 

ro the Providence of God. Such thang 

in Feremtah's time ; God had told themin Þ 

he had brought them into ſtraights ongjcour! 

 poſeto engage them to repent of theirl 

Jer. 1$.11. and to turn to the Lord ; Thus ſaith thi 

behold IT frame evil againſt you, and un 

device againſt you 5; return ye now. et 

from his evil way, and make your wat! 

doings good 5 But they loved not hun 

v- Iz, work; And they ſzid there is na hope, | 

will walk after our own devices, and ml 

every one do the imagination of bis owl 

beart > They had devices of their own, 

as God approved not : And have ny 

(tome of us) had ſuch? Hath there'not 

deviting how to ſow diſcords between 

Tiours and infcriours, betwixt Magilirat 
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the cople ? Hath there not been fliambling 71 our | 
honfpayes from the anczext paths in.a way not caſt..up, V+ 15+ , 
$ ti an untrodden way ? © ! how have men run 

off extraordinary courſes to deliver themfelves 

d (out of their miſeries? For this, God may make 

vietour land deſolate and 2a perperreal biſſing, ox deri- 

7: Mon : he may juſily ſcatter rs as with an Eaſt v. 16: 
Farfwind before the Enemy, and ſhew us the back and * "7 
phallnot the face in the day of our Calamity. 

Fj 10. Have 10s we been part;al in viewing the Being par- 
Berovidences of God f Hzve not we taken {ome tial in 
bne Providence, and fixed our eye upon 1t viewing 
fo long, till our hearts have been ever over- ra 
:(whelmed with forrow ? But we have not © 
yviewed the Providences of God. in their con- 

er texture, nor in their relation to gracious ends 

; la$for our good : fometake more notice of fmi- 

reajling Providences than of frowning, of what 

-mJin Providence makes for them, and their 

gcourſes, than of what makes ageinfi ther : 

Sbut others take mioce notice of frowning Pro- 
ridences than of ſmiling, of what makes 

ainft them, than of what makes for them. 

$In this we have ſhewn our ſelves fools 3 for 

who is wiſe ſhall underftand theſe things '; Theſe Hol.14.9- 
Fvordsare refiriive : Who? That is few or 

none are ſuch, and then there is an earneſt 

gwiſh or defire of the Prophet, O that men 

mi were wiſe to underftand theſe things :; tbe 

n,  Pajes of the Lord are right, though men think 

ao} them not ſo. | 
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CHAP. XVIII. 


Their Hypocriſte, 


Profefiots x 11y. Hof is another piece of Uni 
neſt, which = leaven, hath dill 
it ſelf through the whole body of Profeſſours. if » 
the greatefi ungodline(s, that can be, 
the Lord of his dominion over the Conſciay 
and therefore Hypocrifie is called Blaſpbm.F. 
Rev. 2. 9. know the blaſphemy of them that ſay they art] 


Hypocrifie. 


and are not. God is not honoured unlels kf{}pi 
acknowledged as the ſupream Authority, uotay! 
ly over the life, but the beart ; and therdſ| 
bis Authority is never more undetermia 
than by a mecr forms of godlinefi. Hypocrital 
clouds without rain, wells without water, 
without fruit, though not without leaves i Wii 
(to uſe Chrifts fimilitude) they arc gory by 
tombs : they appear to be one thing, but" 
A4bſcoxd't another thing : they appcar tobe the gralif. 
quod off, Worſhippers of God 3 but are the gail 
_ # giſhonourers of God : They profeſi that thy Wj - 
Bem. (worſhip) God; but in works they deny bin. 
ing abominable, and diſ-obedient, and t ev 
Tit. 1. 16. work, reprobate. The Hypocrites picty 8 Fj] we 
' piety, his religion is not xchgion 3 but oF! 


Their ancodlineſs. 
bled and trebled iniquity. Should rt this 
| make.us to tremble ar the greatneſs of the 
MA hypocrilic of this age ? O / How many Apo- 
O08 thecaries boxes are there, that have golden 
tiths and nothing in them ? How many cuti- 
ous pillures drawn to life 3 but look be- 
hind them, and t}:cre 15 nothing .but duft and 
cobweb ? Mow many have glonous ſigns, 


— 


Lamb for a ſign, but wichin are Devils and 
Cheats ? 
wh How many have taken up Religion under 
"iy pretence of its being an help co Heaven, 
ty when they have made it a mcans to get earth, 
of to get cuſtom, credit, &c. Hence when they 
af cannot compaſs , but rather obſtruct their 
1.4. worldly deſigns, Farewell to Religion © if it 
[a{;|contribute not to their private ends, they 
*'[pive it up again. O! How few have ermbra- 
ta ced Chriſt and Truth , for Chrifts ſake, for 
eg! Truths fake ? Have not moſt embraced Chriſt 
Wl and his Goſpel, as they have Setvants, for 
68} what they can do for them ? and adhered to 
T'|Profeflion as the Fvy to the Tree, not becauſe 
Whic loves it; bur ſucks from it, and is fauccoured 


||the rifing, and nor the- declining Sun ? How 
8 [few own the declining finking cauſe of Chriſt? 
al [how hard is it to perfwade men to fland for 
aq |/truths,cthat land not with their advancements 


[ide , as the people in the Market place, who 
8 would not go into the Vineyard, till' they 


s Fi 


i 
I. 4» 
jt 1 
La . 
6 * 
, 
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Ms by it ? Have they not alwayes worſhipped 


# {end accommodations? hence many now fiand 


7 Were hixed, How few will own any way- © 
w-. M be 


177. 


zraſcatur 
videns ho 
mines, or? 
Deun confi- 
Fentes, Ate 
CANES 110. 
ribus ? See 
cul Ver- 
bis » ® 20% 


but within ill cuttoms : an Angel for a lign, a fa&s re- 


AUNCLANGSS ? 

ug. 
Evidenced' 
in their 


Profefling. 


Fo 


to God. 


Ya. 58. 4. 


* be Chriſts, tillthey fee how it Rands- wil 


Speaking 


ilbeir wngodlinnſe 


theirſccularadvantages? How many'Ne 

ters now, who once were forward Profel 
ſors? If we entertain bim (_ (ay they.)1 

Romans will come, and take away our place ak 
Nation,, We find the truth of a learnedm 
Aſſertion 3, He that will ſerve God for the will 
wall ſerve the Devil for the world : He 
ſerves God for @ little, will ferve the Devil 
more. where -be can mend his wages, he n 


- give bis ſervice, How many Profcfſojs hv 
' with Abſolon/igone to Hebron to worthip, 


all the while have promoted their own anh 
tious dehgns, raiting even (cdition 1n order 
their carthly advantages ? 20 
In how many hath the tongue pnyz 
when not the heart ? Theſe have been muc 


in faſi;ng and praycr,and have thought thay 


ſelves, mach wronged ' that they were w 
heard: but God gives them a reafon : Te/ 

not faſt as ye do to make your voice to be buti 
on:bigh, The Hypocrite may lift up his.voc 
firongly, and yet never be heard ; . his vo 


for want of the heart therein may nevercod; 


up to Gods dwelling place: his Prayers 
ny times fall back upon his own face,'li 
{pittjcagaintt the wind. How many hut 
uſed Prayer as an hook to draw in outwsd 
from God and Man ; but not-as a fwordto® 
firoy their luſts? -How many have cryel” 
hemently unto God tor affiftances-in their 
ties, chiefly, if not ſolely, co-get themſeV 
a Namein the Earth ? How many tell 

with a brazen face. that they loye- _” 


Their ungodlineſs. 


that they love him with , all cheir hearts, 


whereas they love not God, but Gods, ſome- 


what of Gud : they flatter. God with theiz 
lips; they delight not in his preſence: yea, 


a all the while they arc ſerving their turn Qn 


God? Fain they. would partake of Gods bougr- 
ty, of Gods protection, and Gods pardons, 
but they love neicher God nor his Image : 
when God puts them to expreſs their love by 
(cIf-denyal, then.you ſhall fee the graves to be 
full of rottennels, they hate to ſpend and to 


i bc ſpent for God. How many tell God that 


they are troublcd- for offending him , when 


they are only croubled that he 1s difplealing: 


them, and abour to correc them for ther 
abuſes,of him? They will cry out in Prayer, 
O my carelefneſs! &©c, But alas! It 1s not 


Sin, but the Judgements of God,and the con- 


ſequents of Sin that diſturb them. How -ma - 
ny will cell God <©wenty times over they arc 
alhamed of- their Sins, and within one hour 
aſter they arc not aſhamed to commit them 
agun, no more aſhamed are they, than the 
Sow 15 to lye tumbling in the. Mire ? How 
will many tel] God thcy fear him, and his 
Judgements, when in deed and 1a rruth they 
leargcither , witneſs their frothy looſe ſpi- 
riis and converſations ? How will they tell 
Gad that all the warld 1s but as a drop of a 
bducksein compariſon of his Maj:fty, and that 
al fleſh-is contemptible, when weighed with 


him, and yet they fear the wrath of Man more 
than the wrath of the Almighty God ? How 
many will tcll God that they arc contented: 


M2 with 


To men , 
concerring 
things, 


biev, truſt to his Mercy, depend on Chrifi,u, _ 
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with all his will, and yet their hearts arc 
of inward rifings againſt the Providence; 


God ? How rriany tell God: they beliens 3 


Q ! forſooth all their cares are cafi on Chy 
when God knows , their care and work, | 
Bees, is to get honey to their hives? Th 
mind earthly things, and arc ſcraping they, | 
of the Valleys to themſelves, as if tl - 
thought it their wiſdom rather to len 


their own providing , than to be behold 4am 
to the Lord and dyc beggars? How ea ther 


are ſome in their cryes to God for vida 
over Sin but ſecretly hate it not? Andddf x1, 
it not appear in this, for chat having dir 
ed their Prayers to the Lord, they do! 
look up, to ſee whether the corruption jg 
more mortificd, and their love to it abit} 
yea or no? | 
How have the ſpeeches of many in iy /1, 
converſe one with another bewrayed tie 
hypocrifie? How do many covet mightih 1, 
inlift on the retivements of hypocrites, i p,, 
thereby they eſcape ( as they hope at lily (4, 
from beivg judged fuch themſclves ? By jy; 
have ſome fiudied fo diſgrace Sin to thel ga 
moſt, and yet fecretly cheriſhed. that, wil ,.. 
they laboured to make odious to others} 
company they cry down fcl(-love, hypoclly | 
formality, earthliceſs, and pride, but privil 1, 
ly they keep up theſe, and make them iq c4, 
companions. How zealous have ſome 9h 14, 
im diſco.rſ{c for the Proteſtant Faith ? =} 
have they crycd out agunii errors, and Fc, 
a i 
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wrt 2 reformation 3 but can tell no more of ®& 

Ms work of God upon the heart than an Heathen? 

"ES How have ſome contended for opinions, and 
iT have put a j#s divinzm upon ſuch and ſuch a 

+ way, and countcd others as little better than 

} Pagans, that would not ſabmit to their way, 


c  $ about. 

' How will ſome cry up fuch and ſuch for 
F moſt eminent in grace ? and O how do they 
"Slove them ! when all the while (elf-love as 
" Jthem, and if they gain not by them, they. 
"I will furely have an howheit co blot them ? 
"| They arc as the foremgn to praiſe the rich , 
"_ from whom they hope to ſqueeze fome of 
' their gold; but bring up the rear, arc the 
F Jali to commend chem, from whom they cx- 
7 p:@ nothing of advantage by their glavering 


x <£d1n our declaimings zgainſt others fins? O! 
ay: mufi not ſuffer this : the Houſe of God 
Uy muſt be kept clean ; it muſt not be made a 
D:n of Tnieves, an Hogs-ſty, a cage of un- 
cleanne(s : and all this waile cheir zeal is n0- 
'F thing but revenge; a (ecret grudge there is 
4 3gaioſt che Delinquent, and now that an ad- 
i} vantage offcreth, rhey will have their penny- 
-worth out of him. 
How many arcalwayes finding faults, bla- 
4 ming Magiſtrates, Miniſters , all but them- 
'\þ ſelves? This man wants courage, and ano- 
©; } fher wants another grace, whilft they them- 
1 (clves want all grace, as being meer pieces of 
| atry. How many whining Hypocrites 
M 3 have 


WV 


"F and yet by fear and flittery have ſoon faccd 


6r 


Perſons; 
Others, 


| tongue. How much Hypocrilic hath appear- 


Thems 


ſelves. 


Their ungodlineſs. 
have we, that will in all compadies, eh 
ally where Minifters arc, be crying if bec 
againſt the baſencſs and treachery of theirhnſ de" 
hearts ,' 'and the wickedneſs of their: WA 
lives, and reſt in their lazy complaints, I fc 
reform not? _ 


Cenſu- '- How ſevere are ſome in their cenſury# Cit 
"TW ſin im others, as Fuudab againſt Thamar, if £1ci 
muſt be burnt ?' who will now fuſpeR Jul V3 

Mat. 7.3. to beunclean? How ready have weben foll 
judge and cenſure others, rather than! ber 

ſelves ? To bchold a mote in others, butnþ i 

the beam jn our (elves? How many ce tac 
Miniſters for too feldom preaching inp} * 

vate, and yet\are themſelves Sermon-glut bo 

as yet they have not got a ſtomach, fo jo. he: 

was their ſarfeit with the former plenty; © 

when they have Sermons, negle& then;$ 3" 

If they attend with their Bodies on them] hey 

Have no fellowſhip with Chriſt in them?! da 

arc juſtlike Conſumption people, apt t he; 

angry, and fret, if we have not our wat thi 

meals, and the Cooks are blamed for nt br 

'gence; and when the meat is brought bi __ 

'us, we are even weary of the finel! di 4 

How many cenſure others for being too tulf 

tive, and therefore would impoſe filence 1 th 
Attingz ©On others, becauſe they have neither lt T 
berter - Nor tongue, to vindicate God, and to prot} 
abroad, Religion ? 2] 40 (a 
_ How many arcfull' of perſwaſtons of! ke 
publick. Joveof God, and of the grace of Got, Tn 
than in yet ignorant of the firft Principles of Cu} _ 
ſecret du- I 


Utes, 


' anity 3 negleers of Family-Prayer, oy - 


Their ungodlineſs, 
# ſct-Dutics ? They think well of themſelves, 
becauſe in their Duties before men'they arc 
ex devout and zealous, and carricd forth to the 
;r:4) waſting of much cime /but in their Cloſecs 
ts} they are ſraightned , and pur the Lord off 

"| witha ſhort Colle&d. How many, like your 
ſareh City Maids, .go in their befi , are neat, 
# cleanly ;- and in gorgeous apparcl , when 
| walking in the views of others; bur if you 
hen follow them, home to their houſes and cham- 
an bers, how nafty , how foul are they? How 
vated many arc there whoſe Religion lies in their 
crf# face, habit, geſture : ſeem demure, humble; 
walk with their eycs looking downwards, 
1,44 bow with Abfolon to the people, and yet their 
| hearts full of pride and lofrineſs? How oft 
even on Faft-dayes have you had four faces, 


A | and inwardly light , frothy und unſerious 
m1 hearts? As an evidence obſcrve when the 


2 day ends, the Dog returns to his vomit , the 
heart becomes vain, or rather, the vanity 
'that was ſmothered and pent up in the day 
breaks out as ſoon as the duties arc over : We 
can bang down our beads like a bull-ruſh, we 
n = rough caft our faces, but it is hardly for 
by 49. | 
How hath Hypocrifie followed thee from ><<ming 
the: corners of the fir: e:s tothe very cloſet ply ac 
Thou haſt but thy door, as if thou wouldfi Jie; than 
ſhuc out World and Devils, and there haft they arc- 
fal?a afleep, or ( which is as bad ) haſt par- 
4 licd with the Devi], and pampercd thy lufis : 
wil Hypocrifie, like the Frogs of Epyps, hath 
y crept into thy moſt ſecret retixemcnts. - 

$1 Mg How 


184 
Being not 
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How few can pretend to7aiformityy in take 


univerſally obed:ence > How many will be aſbamed ln, : 


obedient. 
Plal.119.6. 


Deſiring 
to know 
the leaſt 
degree of 
ſaving 
grace. 


But not 
to be ex- 
amined 
nor to 
conſult 
with Mini-- 
Ners a- © 
bout their 
condition, 
much leſs 
co foll»w 
their di= 
xections. 


caule they reſpe} not all Gods Commanow 
ments ? (till they clip. the Law : fill ome, acc 
ſerves; ' they will let go profanenels, ſhe 
may but reſerve covetouſnels: they will mChrit 
hear, ©c. fo they may cheat their Neighþut t 
under ademure behaviour : or they wilhens 
Kiri& to the rules of Juſtice and equity anyhe! 
men: bat they will rob God of his honaſſ@ x0 
ſome of them are punQual to a day, toilfpferi 
thing ( Bluſh, Reader, 3f thou art (honſf@nd 
the Hypocrites ſiature ) they will not dÞLan 
you with a braſs Shilling ; but rob Golffrea 
his due, of his due in the Cloſet, and inf from 
Family too. - _.. will 

How frequently do we hear fome del 
to know the lcaft meaſure of ſaving Guſt Eng 
and why? bccauſe they would fit dowathy call 
with. Therc is not a farcr note of an 
ſound heart, than to be contented with 
leaſt degrce of grace, and not to prels 
ward. 

How generally do men hate to be exan'Ch 


- and tryed about their fate? This is a furl F* 


of a rotten heart , of s painted-Chiilij no 
paint will not endure the fire ; Hypo Mm 
hate lancing and picrcing work. How mf +: 
continue in 4 courſe of Religion, and} ft 
their hearts are hardned more and more, F *: 
they know it, and yet will hardly coil -t 
with Minifters about their ſad condition!'} V 
if they do, yet praQtiſe nothing more h © 
before? Iam confident there are many} - | 


Their ungodlineſs. 

intake it their buſincls to keep up their reputa- 
m among the Saints, but have lofi (and 
mntnow they have) their credit at the throne of 
lome$race; and though they have their reward, 
 OiShe Saints embrace. them for Precious, yet 
Ul aChriſt negleRts them, and when they fpread 
i8hbac their hands all the day long to che Hea- 
' wilſpens, they have no welcome with God. To 


= 


j albert purpoſe is the multitude of your Sacrifices Iſa. 1. 11, 


tonoento me, faith the Lord, I am full of the burnt 
topfferings of the Rams, and be fat of fed beaſts, 
hotfund I delight not in the bload of Bullacks, or of 


ot af Lambs, or of He-goats, And when you %. 15» 


GolBGread forth your hands, I will bide mine eyes 
0 from your - yea when you make many Prayers, I 
© will not hear. | | 
O ! What a Controverfie hath God with 
Gut England for its great Hypocrific 2 We have 
n the called our felves of the holy City, and have 


Coniide- 
rations 
againſt 
nypocriſie, 


an made mention of the God of Iſrael, but net in Ifa, 48. 1,3. 


ith} erath, 222 #-righreonſueſſ, Though you have 
cs 8 paſt for Saints in the account of blind, and 

ſhort-fighted men; yet you are but Devils in 
a0 | Chrifts account : So was the arch-Hypocrite 
ly Fudas, One of you is a Devi). Of all D.vils, 


i060 none (o bad as the Prof. fling Devil. Re- 
ay member the vengeance which fell on Bel- 


mf ſpazzer, when he carouzed in the Bowls of 


the SanQtuary. Their damnation ſlumbreth 
nt, who through covetouineſs make uſe of 


2 Pet. 2.3» 


of - the covering ot faigned words, O 1 When 


will ye put on the new man, which after God is 
created in righteouſneſl, and True holinefi ? 
Bclieve it, if thou art a whited w3/j God wil 
WE :, 1 {rn18s 


l 


Epit, 4: 28: * 


Job 27. 9. 


Pfal. x06. 
15. 


Pal. 51. 6, 


Their ungodlineſs. 
ſmite thee, Though choa ger ſome pl. 
glory or profit by thy outfide holinek, > 
God more abhors thee, than the bleg 
1mperfc& obſerving World can applauyt 
Will a King indure it, that thou tzbe 
Rob:s, and cloath a Swine with them] ;t 
that thou take his Crown and (tt it Jcfi 
head of a baſc Varlet ? Gag 5 coming ol oo, 
#he Hypocritical Nation, And he accoun 
a diſgrace, for thee to voice thy (lf to hi 
Son of fo great a Princ:, whileſt . thou x 
Slave to Hclliſh luſts. All you do for 
will not profit you, you Joſe all ymh 
wrought, whiteft-aQcd by ſelf, and cony 
yourcnds and aims, Though you trufiu 
ing words, inyour outward ſhcws, yet lv 
declare thy . righteouſnefl, and ' thy work, 
#bey ſhall not profit thee, ' What ſhall I ly} 
There 1s no acceptance for you fo bel 


yin 
ans, 


\ 


. without the B-»jamin of fincerity with yu L 
day of trouble is haftning, and you thy - 
then to pray, but will God: bear your ay} yo 
grouble cometh upon you ? If you deny Wf h 
your heart, never expe his ear. uf fi 
you may have, but with a vengeance, if v 
' leannifſf in your | ſouls, That which God aim - g 


and Jooketh for, is #rath- in the irwward pot} | 
God and Religion have received fo much} a 
honour by pretenders to Chriſt and Trill -: 
and fo many Atheiſts have been. made, ff 1 
firmed, and hardned in England, . by 
Obſervations they have made on Profeſſs 
hypocritical pretenfions, that-I fear the i 


willhardly be waſhed away without wn 


- Their #ngodlineſs. ! 187 
and fome probably will be called forth to ſeal * 
to the Truth of Chriſt by their death, to con- 
vince men, that there are ſome real Chrifti- 
$ ans, who will ſpend, and be ſpent for Chritt; 
2nd that whileft many have but a Name 10 live, 
& there are a few in our Sardis, who are not 
F defiled with helliſh Hypocrilie, but love 
> *F Truth in their inward parts. 
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CHAP. XIX. 


© Nye 


Their Sabbath-Sins. 
Liftly, Her you remember the evil of your Profeſſors 

Ei wayes, of your ungodly wayes, - oor 

you may not omit your Sabbath-Sins, God 

hath appointed the Sabbath : He hath ſandJi- 

fied it for ſpecial and entire communion 

with himſelf, The Law of the Sabbath was 

given before the Fall; becauſe man was to 

labour and dreſs the Garden on the fix dayes, 

and therefore could not have that compleat 

and indiftrated communion with God, even 

in his eftate of innocency, which he might 

enjoy by a total ſeparation from all carthly 

and hercrogeneous employments : Bur fince . 

the Fall, this Reſt is of more abſolute necef- 

ity; for that we cannot now apply our minds 

cn- 


Their not 
preparing 
for it. 


Their ungodlinef. 
entircly to matters of fo different a natnfſore 
heavenly and earthly things are. The (Jana 
bath is many wayecs honourable : it wayly Þ! 

ently (et apart by God ; it was writtm yÞ#9) 
Gods own finger in the Tables 3 Godnſ3): 
Mannah on that day; it's called an Eml$"0"t 
ing Covenant, by way of eminency, 4s ifiÞ*) 
thing of Gods Covenant were kept, if if" ©< 
were not : Yes, God puts a Rememin Þ*" © 
this day, and no other : Remember that Fr 
keep boly the Sabbath day. * If « Friend(aff'*®! 
*eth' to you, that he will come and (@ wal 

* himſelf in your company ſuch a diy, uÞ'** 
< tells you the ſet time, when he will conf **** 
** will henot take it jll, if you negle& hi _ 
then ? If you are full of employments x 


< other gueſts, and have no leiſure to att - 
* communion with him ? Thus faiti, G tha 
*< Remember ſuch a time, IT will fet it apit thc 


©* on parpole to enjoy you, and feat youil 
*<.will then take you into my Cellars, nj 
* Wine-Cellars, and (after an holy mania) 
<* inebriate you with Divine comforts : lu 
*arc on your other dayes clogg'd and cut 
* bred with earthly affairs, fo that I cant 
© therein but broken communion with youp + 
< but pray Remember t9 lay afide all other bt 
© {inefs, to refi from all your other works 
*© chat I and you may freely converſe togethti 
Bur ipſtead of this, | 
How little Preparation do we make fort] | 
obſerving of this day unto the Lord ; Thoup| | 
Remember bs a Watch-word of folemn Prep+| | 
ration for it ? Remember it, think of "yy 


dr 


c\ 
0 


o_ wy 


Their ungodlineſs: 
ton fore it come, that ſo thou maiſi be ready to 
he anRtific it, without any diſftraQtion by world- 
waely bufineſs. Which cf us difpatcheth bis 
m v(vorldly bafinels ſeaſonably on the fix dayes ? 
driNay, is it not a wicked culiome, to cngrols 
Ex/Snore bufine(s intoour hands and hearts the 
s if Bay before, than on any other day of the 
T7, cck ? Donot greedy Profefſours tit up la- 
1\ tex ON Saturday Night, than any othes Night? 
4 pMHcreby their hearts arc _cumbred with the 

\{World, and their natural firength and ſpirits 
| (waſted and (pent, fo that they cannot with a 
y, off Pirie wait upon God. Such is the re- 
coperence that is duc to the folemn and publick 
+ j Dutics of Devotion, that they require, not 
4 only a furceaſe from other works and 
thoughts, for the time of che performance ; 
but alſo a decent preparation before-hand, 
that we Jock to owr feet, &c. that fo our 
thoughts and affcG tons, which are naturally 
bent upon the World, and not cafily with- 
drawn from it, my be raiſed to a diſpoſition 
becoming the day. God alone knows, how 
oft the Devil, and our own hearts, have in- 
Fe tangled us with occaſions on the Setwrday, 
whereby our minds have bcen diftrated on 
"þy| he Sabbath ; Yea, have we nor at times 
even {ſecretly withed, that. the Sabbach were 
the | ®v<r, or. might be adjourned, that we might 


purſue ſome worldly delign, which is ob- 
« th | fruRted by its interpoſal ? The Sabbath is 
po the Saints Murket-day, or Fair-day : You 
| know what preparations are made by World- 
lings for their daycs of gains would co God 
| we 
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we had learned wiſdome from carnal mou 
to fit and prepare for. the. advantages toged 
Souls we may reap upon Gods day. | ,' xe. 
Their cur- How have we curtailed: the Sabbath? Rs 4 
railing 1t. not we riſen later on the Lords day: thufl.,c 
any other ? and gone ſooner to bed on 
Amos 8. 4; day-than on any other ? JF hen wil the Sd: 
be gone * Do not we make it the ſhortelil (hÞ 
of the Weck ? © ! If God had rcſervidhe 
the dayes to himfclf fave one, how dili 
would you have been, to take all the dy 
your worldly butineſs. ? This is a clear af 
dence, that your minds are more on || 
Profits and Pleaſarcs, than on the Serviadhhe L 
: Chriſt, | | | 
Being ſad How lowring arc our countenance, 
wheti the how:lomoiſh and h h Fay 
Sabbath Pin and neaVy Arc Our Ncarts, il 
begins, and beginning of a Sabbath, much more thanu 
glad when any other day ?. Doth not this prove the « 
3cnds, tobe no way pleating to us ? And how ch» 
ful are fome of us, when the Sabbath is ende} mach 
The heart 1s not fo well pleaſed all che dy (it 
then : yea do not ſome cheat and delude they Fani 
{clves hereby; as if they had joy; in che Lal Ho 
and had received comfort from the Wordal| ivay 
other Ordinances ; whereas they arc glad Ut tc 
the yoak of Ordinances, the burden il them 
Word of the Lord, and the burden of tithes 
diy of the Lord is taking off their Show ditat 
ders? | {| patiy 
Reins hin- How many are there, who would pol Hl 
dred from Gods Sabbaths and wholly negle& the O#| md 
—_— nances of them, were it not for che Laws bour 
exten;a]) men, and theeyes of their Relations 7. + | fe 
mo:ives, ' ml 


hakcow quicted-are ome when they have at-' Sarjcged | 
t0faded the publick ſervice ? and 'do they be- with wor- 


\' xr, and - after: thoſe ſolemn” duties refrain' GE 


v Meir lips from worldly talk, from impert1--;; chly. 
hufendes,' from ſuch diſcoutte, as bears: no 

0h tYroportion with the holineſs of the day ?. . 
og: When works of Neceſſicy and Charity hap- Glad co be 


li en out beyond our expecR=tion or forccaft, hindred 
el he we (at all ) trouiicd at them? Do not _ ne og 
llgdre racher rejoice, becauſe we have thereby Py 
dy fdifpenfation to withdraw from the immed:- 
a fate worſhip of God ? Ad how many negle& 
1 Mito dr all their works on the fix dayes, though Exod.20.9. 
Vieltthe Lord fo ex#refly chargeth them fo to do, 
Ithat they 'may have a pretence of neceſſity to 
wWiomuch fervilte works on the Sabbath 2 How 
Wiwmmon 1s 3t to drefs neat onthe Sabbath, 
more than on any other day,when there 1s not 
the leaſt pretence of weakneſs, &c. Hereby 
| notonly Servants, but the whole houſe are too 
dit mach in labour and diſtraction, end hindred 
ah (if not from the tolema Afſemblees, yet) from 
af family, 2nd Cloſer worſhip. 
Lol "How do many poflip, complement and feaſt Fating tco 
{Way (abroad) the day of ihe Lord ? or cle much on 
| ſ tfto an exceſs at home, and thereby make oe 
( 8] themſelves firter for a bed, chan to wait on 
f hh the Satituary, co hear Chriſts voice, to me- 
jou] ditate on his love, and to feed in his pleaſant 
{| paſtures. | 
ww! How careful are we to keep our ſelves, Straling = 
| wd ours, from pilfering from our Neigh- ©2856: 
nd] bour ; but 'not from fiesling from God his 
- | UNe? yea are- not forme Govyernours ſo un- 
© (, | godly 


Not per- . 


forming 
duties of 
mercy 
arighe. 


Nat bleſ- 
fing of 
God for 
the Sab- 
bath. 


Careleſs 
whether 
thoſe un- 
der therg- 


neceſſities ? Are theſe,works of mercy uttaþ- 


* Their wncodlineſs, YT © 
odly, unmerciful, that thcy will alloy; 
— no time but the Sabbath to nl” 
themſelves from their Jabours ? If theyy 
recreation, you have more time than Godlf ©: 
reſerved, fure you ſhould not fieal from ( 
co pleaſure them. DE ps 
In the diſcharge of the works of meal, 
Man and Bcafi, Do not we reſpe mor 14 


own commodity, than the.will of God,t "TV 
the diſpenſation of God, and the creu 


cd with ſuch ſpiritual meditations, as thy Bey 


afford us, if our hearts were holy ? "|... 

How few bleſs God for giving then... 
day, whercin they may lighten their bear iy 
all worldly cares, and throw off all grick a 
ſeculzr cambers, and may feck for relidaf”. 
comfort in their God ? | Land 

Perhaps the Maficr obſerves a day unto -j,,.1 
Lord ; but how careleſs is he, that hs hq, 4 
and Daughters, and all within his gate how 4,4, - 


obſerve the the day of the Lord ? Do not many Proleli/;,,/, 


Sabbath, 


Governours of Families let them ſlcepWi:;,q, 
che Sabbath, that they may be the fitter "4, þ 
their drudgeries the following week ? I quri 
when will Governours be as diligent, M's, 
their Servants and Houſhold ſerve the Ln 
35 that they (crve themſelves ? You have py 
carefull that your work were done on} ,, 
week 3, but carchefs whether Gods work iſ" | 
done by them on the Sabbath : carclels vit| {, 
ther your Servants proficed by the Sabbalb® 4, 
or no ? When will Gods glory and: the al Lo 
of your peoples Souls be ncarcr to you bx 


Their angodlineſs. 
"Jyour worldly advantages? You ask your Ser- 


Sans, what work they have done for you 
every day , and call them to frequent ac- 


T counts for your gains-(ake, and what ? never 

# rcckon with them about their Spiritual Soul- 
work? O! how little is che love of God 
IF ſhed abroad 1o your hearts ? 


: How jufily may God be angry with us, till 


'Fhe hath conſumed us, for our defiling the day 

| Fol the Lord?It wasGods expreſs Law,that eve- Zxod; 31, 
F ry one that defileth it ſhould ſurely be put to death. 14- 
in, "When the people were weary of the Sabbath, 
{when they (aid, When will the new Moon be 

w gone that we may fell corn? and the Sabbath 

WY that we may ſer forth wheat, 6c. The Lord Vx. 
"ſwore by the excellency of Jacob , Surely I will 

"never forget any of their works, Sball not the V.8. ., 
Lind trembl: for this, and every one mourn that 

q”. twelkth therein ? ad; zt ſhall riſe up wholly as a, 

MN food, 'and it ſhall be caſt out and drowned, as by 

" th flood of Egypt. And i fhall come to paſs V.9: 
"1 in that day, ſaith the Lord Cod, that IT wil 

"cauſe the S117: to go down at Noon, and 1 wil 

| darken the Earth in the clear Gay. And I will V-192 
nur your Feaſts into mourning , and all your 

"j Sings into lamentation, &c. Bebold the dayes 4 
"9 come, ſaith the Lord God, that 1 will ſend a 

"| Famine in the Land, not a Þ amine of Bread, 

1] tor a thirſt for Water, but of bearing of the Word 
"lf the Lord. And they ſhall wander from Sea V. 1. 
"it Sea, and from the North even #0 the Eaff, 

Il they fool yum 20 and fro 10 feck the Word dof the 

all Lord, and ſhall not find i i. 


my N CHAP, 


Amos 8. 5. 


# 


Profeſſors 
mtiſcarria- 
ges about 
Self-exa- 

mination. 


2 Cor.'1;. 


Deus. 4-39- 


_—_— ” TSS; | ” - "he xa 4 
- . : — - 4 
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» 
« 
" 
- 


ſure them; therefore zaul3; Fortudlele Im 


. the touchſtons , fee whether it be ſounds 
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CHAP. XX. 


Their miſcarriages about Heart. 
examinations | 


He more that the Lord of Heaven chy 

eth us with a Duty, the more inexcul 
ble are our negleds of it : There arc 
things more commanded us, than to try'al 
examine our hearts and lives : Examine 
ſelves, &c. Prove your ſ:tver,&c. We arc apttok 
ſirangers to our (elves, to cheat our (elves ml 


vain preſumptuous hopes, to reſt in notion} 


therefore 5av]3s meigdtsle, Examine your feng 
take an experimental knowledge of you 
ſelves: We are apt to prove others, anda 


your own ſelves , begin at home, try yoit 
ate, try your actions, bring the meta! tt 


counterfeit try your Faith, whether it it 
temporary or ſaving, prove. your Repentgnt, 
whether it be throwgh or ſuperficial, examiit 
your Love, ' whether it be ſincere or bypurit 
cal; and your Obedience, whether it beat 
verſal or partial. Know therefore, and ens 
der is in tine beart , make a return or ani! 


0} 


= 2 SY. = 8=E 


Their zriſca rri ages about. Self-tryal. 


to thine heart. Commune with thine own heart, 
Let a man examine 


2S. 
But Lam. 3: 40. 


hold intellgence with 1t. | 
himſelf, Lets ſearch and try our wayes. 
yct notwithftanding theſe InjunQtions, 
1. How many are there, that never ſet about 
this Duty ? They will Pray, @c. but will 
not be perſwaded to look inward : They are 
as great ſtrangers co their on, as to others 
hearts. They are at no pains, to try in what 
ftate they are : They will not try , whether 
they are new-born, or not z- whether ſandi- 
fied, or not ; whether a ſaving change hath 
palt upon them, or not : They will not com- 
pare themſelves with the CharaGters, which 
are given by Miniſters and Books , to fce 
whether they be in the gall of bitterneſs, or 
not, in the bond of iniquity, or not: They 
never examine what Juſtification, and juſit- 
ſying and ſaving Faich be, and wherher they 
arc juliified, and ſhall be faved,, like Gallo, 
Luzle caring for theſe things : They examine 
which way thcy may be greater 3n the World, 
how to add to the heap, how to load them- 
ſelves with thick clay, how to eſcape the 
wrath of man, how to prolong their dayes 5 
but not how to prepare for Eternity , and 
how to make ſure of Heaven: You ask one 
another, what news from. Navies, from Ar- 
mies, from Courc, from Country z but-when 
did you fpend one hour to ask your hearts 
this ſerious queſtion, O my Soul! what will be- 
come of thee, when thou leaveſt this earthly Ta- 
bernacle ? We travel any where, but where we 
ſhould : We arc betcer read in any Book, 
| N 2 than 


5 


Pal. 4. 4- 
1 Cor. If. 


Their 
omitting 
the Duty 
altogether, 


Not cx1- 
mining 
their 
Eſtates. 


— 
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than in the ſealed Br:k, of our own heath © 2 


We are not at all for a perſonal treaty with of} Prof 


own Conſciences : We are too much prywf Mov 
into 0:her mens hearts, but our eyes turn nf} beſe 
inward:We know not how it 1s with our ſoukf} own 
and what will b:come of them, and we hin back 
no-mind to'know (uch matters. on | 
* As wecommune not. with our hearts abou doni 
our S:ates, ſo we do not commune withthaft flud 


' about our Aﬀtons, neither before, nor oyÞ If th 
| the doing of them : Before we a, we hf doo! 


not advilst with our Confciences, whethtf they 


what we b: about to do, be lawf#], or anlm- 


3 
' ful; and if lawful , whether expedient or inf the # 


expedient : After we have acted, whetht rio 
our ations be grod or evil, How many af om: 
contented, fo the matter be good, but exe Ru 
mine not themſelves about the manner, jris| are, 
ciples, ends, and motives ? Though t& ſom! 
Children of IFael knew, by the Word oftit] of © 
Lord, and from Abraham their Father, th} oth: 
Canaan was a Land flowing with milk ml] vet 
boney; yet they ſent Spies, and ſcarchedit| fom 
and thereby were confirmed ; If men hadisÞ fran 


ver (ſo much confidence of the goodnels ur 


their Prayers, &c. yet for Confirmation-ſat gh 
they ſhould ſend down Spies into their heitl the 
toſte the Clufters of their Zeal and Aﬀet; of, 


' ons, the utmoti of the goodneſs of: them: lwe 


But alas! how many wholly negle& this nb] 005 


| Jer. $, bo 


ceſſary and poſtible Duty ? If all were lilt| mu 
thefe, God might take up his o'd compli}, Tex 
No man cryed out, What have I done ? Or, 0] Scri 
my heart ! J/hbas bath God done for thee "_ Con 
i 2, ul 
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tf ' 2. How. backward are a more- refined ſort of The back- 
Profeſſors to a compliance with this Duty f wardneſs of 
yl How oft have your Minifters invited you, - beſt. 
 beſeeched you, to hold intelligence with your *THE% | 
uk} own hearts, and. yet cannot prevail ? How 
rf backward are the belt to keep a firiGk eye up- 
on their little houie within, to fre what is. 
of done within thoſe doors? Weare apter to 
baf fiudy others lives, yea hearts, than our own... 
ov If the beſt knew, how auch work lies within 
ef doors, thry would not be {o much abroad, as: 
her} they are. 
I 3, If we do examine our hearts, yes ot by Not ma- 
inf} the ord of the Lord. Gud would have us to ry. ag 
the 5p prove our ſelves, then there mult be Ts: ah 
ome meaſuring Linz , iome Svandard, fome the Rule. 
exe Rule, to try our (elves by 3 but herein we 
mel are hugely defeGtive : We try our (clves by 
the] ſome fudden pangs, or by the good opinion: 
ft} of others concerning us, or by the hives of. 
tht} others, ( we being in an Holpital , where 
ml} every one almoſt 1s lame and def Rive J or by, 
di} ome other ecafic Rule, that we our ſelves. 
/n-| frame unto our ſelves, and ſo miſerably cheat 
[0 our (elves.  O ! how loth: are we, that the” 
ok, | hight of Gods Word ſhould be let down into 
its | the dark Cells of our hearts, for. want where- 
4 of, there is much duft unobſerved, and: not 
emi] [wept away ? "How lothto try fates on aQi«= 
mf Ons by the Scripture, though thereby they 
lik} mult be trycd at the laſt day ? He-is a good 
wt | 1cxt-man , that compares Scripture with 
, 0] Scripture :- and he is a good Chriſtian, that 
compares the Scripture and his own heart to- 
ww | N 3 gether, 
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' gether, "that credits his own heart 
when it hath the conſent of the Prophers wi 
Apoſtles, making them Umpires in the deci 
' on of all his Soul-controverfies. Hayer 
courle to the Light that ſhines in a dark plu 
aPct.1.19- But alas ! Who obcycs bz form of whalſn 
| words ? | 


' Being ſu- 4. How overly and ſuperficial are mani 
perficial zhe examining themſelucs by the Word ? Ah 


therein» few doexamine thcir State, or their Adin 


fally * Though our hearts be very yi 

Jer. 17. 9. Impoſtors, deceitful above all things, great Sh 
planters, full of guile ; though there beth 

{ands and thouſands of Luſts that lye hid in 

| hearts, and Deceits l;ke the Sands on the$% 

ſhoar, yet how carcl:{ly do we. fer upon thi 


work ? Wetake no Pains init; pk | 
Reing too pL How ſeldom are -we'in this work'? Son. 


ſeldom in deferr it till a Sacramenr, and'then perhip 
it, the boaſe is ſearched for the leaven; whit 
we ſhould keep a perry Seſſions in our heut 
every day, 'and do what: we can to know 
bottom of the proj:&s, devices, working 
of. our hearts. ** When going to Prayer, ® 
* ſhould examine ourſelves , whether 


<< have clean hands . and pare bearts, whetil 


© © we are dowble-minded ;, if fo, there 1s 
Jam. 4.8. * drawing nigh #5 God: And ' when we coll 
<« off from the Duty, we ſhould confer wit 

_ < our hearts; what enlargements, quickning) 

<* meltings, humblings we had in the Duty 

what promiſes, what threats were appljt 

&« by the Spirit; whether we faw the faced 

** Oar Beloved, or not? When going to 8 et 

| ) 
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&« mon, we ſhould examine ig what poſture we 
&« 2re to mect with God, what Oyl we want, 
« that we may be ſupplycd ? When gong to 
« our Beds , we ſhould examine our hearts, 
* how the day hath bcen ſpent, what fins 
« were committed , what Dutics, and how 
* diſcharged, what temptations were refilted, 
© what mercies received, and what growth 


© and increaſe of grace we have obtained ? 


* When going to Vifit, this Duty ſhould be 
* taken up before and after: Before, thus, 
* Wherein may I ho2our the Lord my God in 
*{uch company ? what are their wants, that 
I may endeavour to ſupply them ?..what are .. 
"their temptations and diſcouragements, 
* that I may labour to ſupport them ? what 
*arc their graces and beſt attainments, that I 


_ © may profit by them? After, thus, O my 


* heart! What good didft thou 4» or receive 
*in that company ? -waſt thou eyes to the 
* blind, fees to the lame ? didft thou labour to 
* bring thy Friends nearer to ]:ſ\us Chriſt ? 
© or haſt thou more eſtranged and prejudiced 
* them, from and againſt the way of truth ? 
"O my heart! Didft thou take heed to #hy 


| © payer, that thou didjt not fin with thy tongue ? 


* Didfi thou keep thy mouth as with a bridle ? 
* When going into the Shop, or Ficld; yet 
* with Iſaac thou art to meditate there, and . 
© confer with God and thy heart, thus, O 
* my heart ! for whom doft thou labour, for 


* Self, orfor God ? hole Servant wile thou 


*beto day, the Forlds, or Chriſte ? O my 
*heart! How many (nates aie there in the 
Ny « World ? 
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" Berri. 10 
Ca8ts 


ore 
brought 
an ilue. 


Growing 


. they have 


things to * Teaft to 


4 World? What a dirty place is the Wor) 
<< and how great is thy danger, if God py 
<« vent not by ſpecial grace? O my Soul 
<«< What need haſt thou of Almighty powery 


- © keep thee, that thou maiſt retain thy ſwet 
. «nels in falt waters ? 


But alas! How ſeldom do we refic& q 
our words, or filence > on our ſpeaking, 0 
bearing, on our behaviour abroad,or at bon! 


When do we conſider, what our affc&in| 


wege moſt ſet upon, in ſuch and (ych a plat 


inſuch an hour; and what our demeanau} 


Ged-ward, and toward- our Neighbour, ws! 


We do not believe Bernard, who tells u,| 
If we would examine onr ſelves as oft as we wil | | 
And Coryſoftome'spt| 


we muſt do it alwayer. 
raphraſe and counfel on Pſalm 4. is of as lit 


tle credit with us, Lee this accownt be kept nw | 
ry day, bave a little Book in thy Conſams,| | 


and write therein thy daily tranſgreſſuns, and 


when thou layeſt thee down on thy Bed, bru | 


forth thy Bock, and tahe an account of th 
fins. ; 


| 6. Do not we prow weary of this work, 
4 weary of fore it be brought to any conſiderable _Iſſu: ? ] 
| O_ flagg before we come to the up-ſhot. Sill} 
ſome were learning, and never came to the knw: 
ledge of the truth ; And fo ſome ( pretend] 
) be alwayes trying ; but they hola mit] ©. 
faft : They try their bearss, as ſorne did truth), 


Tf. 


Th 
dabio 
decidi 
Derel 
Souls, 
boldr 
Davi 
Neve! 
cont! 
and 1 
mun 


or ſ 


till they be wholly ſceptical, as ignorant wht | © 
ther converted, or no, as ever : They kn | 


; Not more this year, than they did ſeven yas | © 


fince » but hang b:twixt Heayen and Hellmi || < 


dubiow | © 


"a 
21d 
pre: 
Soul! 
Er to 
ett 


a q 
g, it 
ome! 
tio 
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Jabious ſtate, for want of sk&0 or pains to 
decide this matter. We arc not rclolute and 
xremptory enough to have an account of our 


Souls, yea ſuch an one, as that we may have 
boldneſs in the preſence of Chriſt. When 


David thought on God, and was troubled, he Pial. 774 


never gives over his heart, till he ended this 3»: 
controverſie : He communed with bis heart, 
aid made a diligent ſearch. We ſhould com- 
mane, fill we jknow, whether we be nitural 
or ſpiritua! ; and accordingly be humbled 
| greatly, or greatly rejoice 24, God, our Savionr. 
Bat alas ! This Age 1s ſtrangely dull and {lug- 
'gih; thoſe Duties, that will coſt expence of 
ſpirits, and call for the labour of the mind, 
.we wholly omit, or do them very negligent- 
ly. © Reader, Could 1 but prevail with thee, 
*toſer1n good carncit upon Ogcoft mal Me 
* diration, and Heart-Examination , and $0- 
"mn Meditation, and Self-Tryal, I ſhould 
*bleſs the Lord as long as I breathe for this 
« enterpriſe of mine. Tye. ſezrcher of beargs 
* knoweth, that 1 took Pea in hand on this 


1 *dclign, to labour with thee in order to in- 


*fide-Daties, that thou mighteli not be cons 
 *tented with a Form of Godlineff, and reſt 1n 
"the external part of Religion : that more 
® work might be done within doors, in C/:- 
" ſets, and - Hearts, O that you would re- 
*form | Not paſs on to another Chapter, 


+ © till you have engaged your {lippery incon- 


-*(tant hearts, to attend on this neceſſary 
* Duty ! Take a frw Coniiderations to im 
\ « pell you. | | 

iT | I. The 


2023 


Motiyes ro  T» The very Heathen will riſe up in wh 


- this great 


Ment to condemn you, if you negl.& this (þ 


duty, Hea- A Roman Philoſopher every night , if 


thens elſe 
will riſe 
in judpe- 
ment 
againſt us. 


. 

- 
RS 7 <4 » 
- 


Senftive 

creatures 

will elſe 
ſhamie us, 


he ſlept, would ex3mine hir:(elf thus, « 
malum hodie ſanafti, &c. What fin hiſt 
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it W 


; 


4 toes » 


che 


oppoſed ? wherein art thou hetter:d ? Cato py it : 
won'd daily at evening call to mind, what alof th 
he had ſzen, read, oy done that day.” I uſe (lijfword 


Seneca every Evening) to plead my cauſe nil 


pic 


my ſelf : when the candle 6s gone, and all ſindyo 
F review all that 1 bave ſaid or 4one in thedg thy fi 


| T bigs nothing from mine own ſcrutiny : Ill, - 


by nothing. Pythagoras gave a\fo this (ena þan 


rule to his Scholars, that they ſhoau!d no ih 
ſuffer  ſlep to ſeize their ſenſis , till they bu 
#hree times. recalled the accidents and paſſiu | 
tbe day, what evil bave } c:mmmiited ? mh 
good bave T omitted ? Exo te your Right 
neſi exceed the Righteouſneſs of the $:tibs anl 
Pheriſees (faith Chriſt) ( may not I fay, 
tbe Heathen) how can yo! hope for Salve 
tion? O! how hath thine Þcart cheatedthet 
with vain confidences ? How {aft thou ay 
ed, the Temple of the Lord; T fvaue Abrahan 
to my Fathey : whileſt moral F.:thens hart 
bcen better acquain:ed with tlicir hearts, tha 
thou art ? 

Yea, 2. The very ſmnſitive creatures ma 
ſhame thee into the pradtice of this duiy. G0 
thou ſluggard to all the fouls of Heaven. Do 
they not tit in the Sun, and view them(clve, 
look inward to themſelves, turn every fer 
ther to ſet it at rights? Do they not look over 
their feathers, and pick out and throw _ 

| | CNL 


fb 


oF 
ohh 
roh 
their 
dilig 
dz 


Was 
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n hc which is bad, and ſet others in their pla- 
bi rs, when miſplaced. + 

, bi Nay, 3. Tow your ſelves wil be judges of your 
$, ves, You take the gl:, and what 1s amiſs 
aft thn the bair, 1n the face, in the body, you reftifie 
ato by it : and what ? no obſervatif to be made 
hat aol the faces of your Souls ? O ! take the 
* (lifword of God 3 and make uſe of this g/-fl, 
f mfytich now is in thine hand : doth it diſcover 
! fimno Pots, no negles, no failings ?. O! view 
be dgiby felf, and humble thy ſelf, reflc& on thy 
I MERIE, and conferr with thy (elf, till chou arc 


We ſhall - 
elſe be 
ſelf-con- 
demned. 


(op 
ih 
y bu 
pur o 
7 

ond 
,qf 
Wy 
het 
cry 
han 
ane 


han 


ja 
Go 
Do 


bel rohit have been very careful to commune with 


Jem, cill chou abhorreſi and Joathcfit thy 
fbcfore the Lord, | | 

' 4+ Ton have a ſure ſign of bypocrifie on you, 
phaleſt this duty lies negleGted ; for all the up- 


The neg - 
le& of this 
duty a ſign 
of hypo- 
thir hearts, to ſearch their bearts, to make crifie. 
diligent ſearch,.left any luſt ſhould be cover- 
ed; as Rachel covered her Idols, or as Saul 
wis-bid in the ſtuff. Nothing is more delired 
by a fincere Sou), than to be throughly fearch- 
ed': examine me O Lord, as Artificers do 
whether their gold be weight or no : and 
prove me, as Artificers do their filver in the 
hre : try my reins and my heart, the moti in- 
ward motions of my Soul : ſcarch me more 
deeply and throug|hly than the world can do. 
Lifound hearts have one Da{ilah, they have 
ine bouſe of Rimmon, that they cannot endure 
(0 be examined ard found out : they are loth 
tolearch too far, left they ſhould ſee what 
they are unwilling to ſee, and fo be put up- 
0n judging and comdemnipg themſclves for 
| chat 


Pſal. 26. 23 


7:5 wan 


The ſad 


conlequen=-. zhijg 


. ces of the 
neglect of 
this duty. 


Mic. 6.9, 
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that, which they love beyond an Exe, a ity 
Hend: "1 - 
5. O the ſad conſequences of the mold dg 
duty ! By this negle& your heart wiſigury 
become carelff, for that they are not lff,,; d 
fo an account, as Servants and Fate Wmp! 
wont, when their Maſters negle to & Wi 
mine them. Hereby Sins will grow bit i 
with you, and the more calily beſet yall in 
for that you' examine not ' wherein alle 
Grength les, and which way they oftneſt py th 
vail over you. Hereby the work of Ryallas1; 
tance will be obſtrudfed ; for that innumerd Wir af 
Sins which you are daily guilty of, will p Idea 
away unobſerved, with thoſe circumſimal, ge 
attending them, which make them of th fupp 
greater magnitude. Hereby your ncerids | ner 
2es about your ſpiritual cfiate will remain; &| ſel 
may be converted, it may be not, it mayk|Kn 
a Son of God, it may be not, but a Child «|the 
Hell : it may be a Believer, it may be.u |Che 
ny to God, and one of Gods citk |hyl 
| Hence wlll follow great acjeGednefi und {ot 
every Providence of God' : no condition wil it: 
Pleaſe you, whileſt doubting and (iaggering, 
you will be apt to fear whether your food be | 
in mercy, your dayes 1 in mercy, your liberty, 
yea the Goſpel in mercy to you : you wil 
ſink under adverlicy ; for you. cannot fay,th 
Lord my portion 5 you know not whether 
God will be your ftrong Tower, Fortreſs, &c. 
you Cannot manage any wty well, whileli this 
lies negleed. How can you walk before Go 
with an om veart, When, you know wn 
wi 


\ 
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e, US it your hearts arc? How can you ſerve bim 
Tab an wpright beare, whilcſt a firanger to 
gs duty ? The very Heathensknew how ne- 
m1 Wary chis was fo all their duties, and there- 
t alf,;+ diſcreetly cauſed to be writ over the 
Ort Marple” at Delphos, y1av4 atevrir, Know thy 
0 ale: Miſerable are the diſappointments that 
' bolt attend Enghiſp Profeſſours, unlels they 
© yall into a compliance with this duty : you wil 
| Colle: deluded : like tbe foolifh Virgins, you will 
ell lt know your undone condition, till it be 
iholate : you' lic deceived in matters of the 
1eriifireateft and higheſt concernment : you are 
Il Ml heated hitherto in things of cternity : you 
(tag[ge vexed, when deceived by a Friend, when 
of tifipplanted by a Neighbour : © ! how will ic 
ta] pierce your ' Souls, to be cheated by your 
M:tfelves? When we would exclaim againſt a 
ay it | Rngve, we ſay, he will cozen his Father 3 
1d d |the'wearey the Relation, the more ſordid the 
be a |Cheat: O ! but here is one that lies in thy 
curl. [oſome, and "thoz and 3t, go to cheat cach 
under [ocher continually, Let no man deceive bimſelf : 
: mll Jitifeems we are apt to doo : But O ! how 
10g; Jyteat will” your confulion be when this deceit 
d be [hill be manifeſted, when you ſhall fec. your 
erty, [ſelves fruſtrated of all your hopes, and the 
wil [glory, your hearts promifed you ? How will 
oth: [you be-confounded,, when you ſhall ſay, we 
ther: | boled for Heaven ; but bebold Hell :: we looked 
&c. | ſw Salvation, but behold DeftruGion : we look- 
this |1d*40-be: made. perfefily Happy 5 but ( O how 
Grd. | urhearts have cheated us ! ) we? mult be dam- 
not | wd.; wethjugbt we bad as good hearts as any, 
M oo 


x Cox 3. 


4 , 


- - 
- <<  —_— « l 
4 
- 
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46 true Faith, as ſound Repent ance, 44 cordigi_got 16 
to God, as any of our Neighbours, as any Priciggl 
of the Countrey./: we fools counted their life nit! 
neſs, &c. O ! what daggers and (words of 
theſc fruſtrations be to you ? - 4 

We and 6. If yoube loth to ſee bow it is-withyou | 

our hearts howp will you be able to Behold what ſhall be (nd%, © 

ſhall rot ye day of Fudgement ? Though you now wil" 

alwayes be | ; | I[ cal 
rangers, Not know your hearts 3 though you ww} 

| ftately, as not to ſpeak with them, or lothyþ#%® 
cxamine the dirty Corners ; yet God is compt® 

with bis Fan :, the books muft be opened, andey fire 

xy pageof thy heart will be unfolded ; for 6i Wor 

will bring to light every hidden work of diſhmiſyi te 

God will pluck off the rough garment, whid| 

thou wearelt to deceive : thy inward parts, whil Sha 

are very wickedneſs, ſhall «he made maniſ; 

and then thou ſhale be ſpzech-leff, as if tho Ne 

hadft a muzle put upon thy mouth, wth 

word (ignitieth. Well, ſeeing murder will at 

(as we ſay) the ſecrets of the Soul' mui bf val 

brought torth, is it not better by judging ml yr 

felves by a ſevere tryal and ſentence on ou le 

{elves to prevent the woſulneſs of the lali dyy? 

Judged we mui, and ſhall be : is it not thn 

chy wiſdomto judge thy (elf bere in thy | 

ſet, that thou maiſt be judged by God with 

jadgement of Abſolution, and not of Cow 

demnation ? Is it nothing to have all thy un- 

repented ard unforgiven fins publiſhed a |" 

the houſe-rop, made known to all the World, | 

Ezck. 22. at the greatday ? How will thine heart endut 

14 then, when the Lord ſhall came to deal with tht? | " 

. Ifa, 26. 11. You will not ſee ; but you ſhall fee : You go 

| | | s -N0 


*%.- 
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digiot retire, the World lyes in your hearts, Bu- 

,«ci(dlnels comes in, and takes up all your time and 

enpirits: God is about to ſtrip you, to eaſe 

rds wyou of your Calliogs, you {hall come naked to 
Tthe Barr of God, you ſhall have no Family 

1% wbufine(s to diftra&& you : a far tryal there ſhall 

be ſun be, but 2 ſod One for thee ; Yowr fins ſpall find Numb. } 

oY" wi out. You have had many Calls : once more 32: 231 - 

- ae [call upon you, in che Name of Chrift, ' to 

logjlexamine your hearts, by the words of this 

; atBook, which you have, or ſhall read ; And be 

ndew fare of it, If you will not try your ſelves by the 

Gr CllPord, God will try you by bis Works, Thus ſaith 

om! ! the Lord, I will melt them, and ry them: But Jer. 9.7: 

whg|10w will God melt them, and try them ? 

: Whid Shall I-02 viſit them for theſe things, | faith the | 

7} Lnd: Shall not my Soxl be avenged on ſuch a v. 9. 

F tho Nation as this 3 For the mountains will T rake #þ 

a8 o | Peeping and wailing, and for the babitations of 

vill oy [0 Pildernefi a lamentation ;, becauſe they are burns Y: 39 

ut #9, ſo that none can paſithrough them, neither can 

m__ yen bear the voice of the Cattel, both the Fowl of 

N- Out te Heavens , and the Beaſts are fled, they are gone. 

| day? {nd I will make Jerufalem beaps, and a Den of v. 1t. 

the [27407 3 and I will make the Cities of Judah 

y Clo bſolate, without an Inhbabitant. | 


CHAP. 


Profellors 
Pride, 
Ezck. 16. 


Evidenced 
1m Irreve- 
rence 1n 
addrefles 
to God, 
Gen.18.27. 


| been terribly executed upon us : Eveninfut 
| times: we have 1rreverently ruſhed into Ws}? 


Not ftoop- 
ing to the 
Will of 
God. 
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' have wretchedly thwarted God in all bu ſw 


Till ſhall ftand, Ged or mans ? O! Howin| 


'T, 


d484646404240/14) 


CHAP. X XI. 


 Thezr Pride. _ | have 


Hf 


Ebold, This was the iniquity of thy $i 
Sodom, Pride, &c. And is not this If 
viliſh Sin become our National Sin ? $. dorm 
1. With what a bold and impudent fac ba Of 0 
we come and appeared before God ? Who hut hett 
ſentibly expreft himſelf in Abraham's warkf, will 
Behold now, I have taken npon me to ſpeak 
the Lord, which am but duſt and aſhes. It] 
ticad of a reverentiul fear of God, our bety- 
viour hath been ftout againſt God, and'w|. 
have not trembled in his preſence, nomt|: * 
whileſt we have been terribly threatned | 
God, yea when his dreadful threatnings hue 06 


Preſence. . ; | 

2. Hyw have our Wills riſen up againſt th | anc 
Willof God ? The humble Soul ſtoops to Gobs| A 
Preceptive and Providential Will 3 but w| MU 


Counſelsand Difpenfations. The great Cov 3 
croverſie betwixt God and man, is, Wi Je 


pudently have we contended with the _ ts 
| avout | .. 


F The ons of Sodonr found among? us. 
i} about this? We haveeven thought our (elyes 
q | too great to be croft. How many think ic 
O0Þ even a diſgrace to their noble Spirits , to be 
Þ fill and filent, even under the hand of God, 
F butthey muſt be clamorous, and ſpeaking a- 
| againſt the very Heavens? They are ready to 
Tay, This was not well done by God, he might 
have given, or continued to us, this and the 


| Diſpenfations of Providence : they cannot 
$i 
s of 


| dom: they think if they were the Orderers 
2 baxſ' of matters in the World , things would be 
had] better, governed 3 like proud Abſolon, who 
wiſhed he were in Davids fiead , they wiſh 


I-| have others under him, yea, he would have 
<> | the great and glorious God ſubjeR to his will, 
ye]. todo what he pleaſeth, to yield to his defires. 
nat]. Whence are all your difputings and quarrel- 
| | lings with God, fave from the Pride of your 
puts The humble Soul cryes, Not my wil, 
but thine be done. It is tbe Lord, Jet bim do 
bs [.F54t ſeemerb bim good. But {o over-grown 
. | are wewith an opinion of our own wiſdom 
| and worth, that we muſt limit the Holy One, 
od | nd order him how to rule the World: God 
we | Muft Coop to our preſcriptions, or elſe we 
his | (well and break with diſcontent. * O, Is 
on |, © not God wiſer than man? Shall theclay ſay 
ſe |.."to.the Potter, Why haft thou ſhiped me 
n-|." thus? Rather let the potſheards Ricive with! 
dd |. the potſheards (worms with-worms) 
; __ 5 bout 


heartily ay, chat God holds the reins beft, and 
wa all his affairs with the greateſt wil- . 


| other mercy: They miflike many of Gods | 


& 4 y 
"MU S 
OI __- ; 


2 S2m. xc. 


they were in Gods Read. A proud man would” 
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*£© zhout the preheminence of wills, chif\L.in ? 


© contend with God. . O! When wilt Clip 
*© proud hearts floop to God ? when bf. .4 


gors 
«eth? FT then 


Lothneſs 
that God 
ſhould. be - 
exalted , 
unleſs they. 
bz inftru- 

ments and 

ſharers, 


= 
Y « 


_arc willing God ſhould be exaltcd, foitheh batt 


& his Will be the Rule?, when will you.L4 a 
« walliog to, be; dealt withal as God hull 


3. How lah are we that God ſhould ba | pov! 


glory in the World, unleſs we? ſhare init; nul ve 
" befs ove be the immediate inſtruments of al dil 


ing of him. ? We are willing God ſhould higth& 
ſoale glory, ſo we may ſhare with him; aþ.0f 
teat that Free-will and Free-grace ſhould 'W4. 


| vide the ſpoyls : the honor of ovir (ality " 


ſhali be aſcribed, partly ro our ec ndeavoh yt. 
and the honeſty of our wills, in chooſing tl ® 

way of life, and parily to Chriſis merits. affe 
our ſelves, ſo that we may he famous ih atv or 
moting the deſign ;' elſe we, arc diſconitthttd wh 


Few are contented that Gods work (hoaldk&$00 


carryed on-by anythind(ave their own, thih%* 


ſome glory miy deſccnd; 04 them, © Mollþf2. 


little _rejoyced , when God hath been a 


like the. proud. Senators of Rome , that coll bal 
have bzen content: d, that Chriſt ſhould hy: go 

:en numbred among their Gods , but tlÞw" 
the Motion began not with theroſelves. 089 
Think with your ſelves] how many good fi lol 
tions, tending, to rhe edification of che botſÞ\®* 
of Chriſt, have miſcarricd upon this agcouttþv0 
becauſe others ſhould: not haye the honoraP, 
beginning them ?  Whence can it be, lwÞ®: 
from the Pride of our heaxts, that we have 


vanced by o:hers, and we had no hand there 
t in 
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chif.in ? We arc afraid that others glory will 
'W yi eclipſe ours. . RE 
&n"il 4. How ſcornfuly do we look on ſome of the Scorning 
you! C dr Commandments,? To reprove Offen- fome Di- 


v" 5 VIne 
by » 


dors, to viſit_ the, Poor, and confer with > 
22] them, yea, to be feen in the company. of mans; 
126.4 poor Chrittians , is accounted a_diigrace, , | 
/ x] wethipk it an abalcment to our Spirics, anda 
hl Uiſcredit to us, fo be known 1nany relation to 
Pid.them, Who can bow to the meancſt ſervices 


ys 


n: a[.0f the Sanctuary. ? 6 fag 
udbls. 5: How unwiling are we to come to Chriſt, Uni o 
li Wd w InNgnels 


Lak we Dave aur, double money in owr ſacks, til Re 

Vc ur bave fitted and prep ared Our ſelves , and to Chriſt, 

ng te made our ſelves worthy of him ? Rence all the til! worthy 

ti hpoffers of Chrift are .negleRted , till _ the Soul of him, 

chebyfach wrought ic elf into a better diſpoſition | 

n pv] or Chrilts embraces and loves 3 and therefore 

enttd] When we can weep bitterly, and pray fer- 

aldbently, we will come to Chriſt, but- will not 

\ thy Sbeho!ding co him to-work both co will and 

ollarfilo, do-: We would be the Alpha, and he 

<oll hall be che Omega; We would begin fome - 

| ha:$gorious work, and then tye him to our per- 

t armances, and oblige him by our great and : 

"0! Porious ſervices and reformations; We hate ' 

I mo-[10 be Alms-people-z To bezg I am aſhamed : 

boqpſ;Fe are loth to reccive all from God, we 

oubtg/yould purchaſc and merit ſomewhat. 

OK F. 6. H-w Unthankfull are we ? A Proud man Unthank= 

"(ors alwayes an Unthankful man, and an Un- fulneb., 

elopankful- min 'is alwayes a Proud man. He \' 

4 #unks he deferves all that is conferred upon 

Th: humble man counts himfelf leſs 
O 2 cha} 


—— wa 4. 
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than the leaft of all Gods mercies, but | 
proud man reckoneth all that he enjoycthj he 
little. Do not we think God is beholding 
us for our Duties and Scrvices, more than thi 
are to him for Life, Breath , and ally 


Poſfeſlions ? ” 

Setting 7. Dare wenot ſet upon the bigheſt Sid |, 
upon gre 2 our own ſtrength, withoxt calling nth, 
works 1n f | m 
their own f the Almighty? The Proud man feldon I | 
firepgth, lieves his own inſufficiencies to think ap}, 
tbought : He can ruſh upon Prayer, gui þX 

the Scriptures, Meditation , and (uch d( \, 

calt works of Chriſtianity , without th, 

HAS the aid and (uccours of Heavens If | 

nences. | | m 


Being haſly $8. Are we not baſty Beggars ? It we pit } 

645- tion for Pardons, or Holincfs, and God cole | 

not to the door at the firſt or fecond kno |, 

away we arc flipging: There is #0 bopt, Wl 6 
ſhould I wait on the Lord any longer ? We an 

preſcribe God a day, and by thus iii} 

God, our Pride appears, as if we knew if 1 

fitteſt ſeaſons for deliverance and met ' 

Were we of an humble heart, we would wi 

all our dayes with patience, yea, we will] 

reſolve to be cxalting of God, whatever V+] 

comes of ourſelves, and to pay him the 4 

mage of duty, though he for juſt reaſons} 

pleaſed to frown upon our Prayers, and 

deny us all the requeſts of our Souls, | hat ; 

ſome fay, they would pray, hear, read 

| wait upon God all their 29-h fo they wi 

fare God would accept them, and ſmile p| 


on them in the laft hour : 1 fay won 
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$ y ovght to ſerve God with all your time and 

5, but firength , you- are bound to God in duty, 

oyetht though God were under no. obligations by 

F promiſe unto you. O the Pride of our Spirits! 

c thay that we dare tell God, We will not ferve thee 

d ll unleſs thou humour us. 
| 9g. Do not we think God bath puniſhed #5 Account- 

F Seri ghove our Deſerts ?Do not we hence cry out Fn. oy 

: th iy Kore of our ſmart and pain, than we doof mes; 


dom Wl Jar fins and provocations? Were we humble, greater 
th #8 ge would bleſs the Lord, that he hath re- thantheir 
CI frained bis rough wind in the day of bis Eft Deſerts. 
wo! iN wind; We would wonder, that it is ſo well 


M with us, that we arc not in a worſe @nditi- 
Vellt n: We would cry out, Is 3s of the Lords 

| mercy that we are not conſumed. Wherefore Lam 3. 46; 
We ll nb a living man complain, 8 man for the pu- 
d 00 gifment of bis fins ? How loth are we to con- 
| Kod) [of our iniquitics have deſerved all chat 
Ps I ge ſuffer, and a great deal more, and there- 
ar 4 to humble our (clves for our fins? How 
lunviagy o we endeavour to hide our fins from God, 
icy fu Man, and our (elves ? 
1. 10, How apt are we to admire our ſelves for Admicing 
wa wpoſed Excelencies * For ſuppoſed Beauty, what they 
hi Parts, Reaſon, Wit and Underftanding, yea, _ . 
"7 | adfor ſuppoſed Grace ? Man ( faith one )is AY 


wy aproud picce of fleſh, and a (mall matter will 
pre make him ſhew his pride , and ſpread his 


| 11: How apt ore we to boaft of any Good we Boaſting 
" ho? Of our Valour in the Field, of our Dif- _— 
f WF" courſesin ſuch and ſuch Company»how wile- ;,,,. an 5g 


rs þ.wediſcharged fuch 2 Service, how well we do. 
wi EEE. = be- 


3. 4a wy 
» ps + 


i 
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bthaved our felves in ſuch an Aion ? Cl 39% 
r 


ſee my Zeal for the Lord. Look © you 


hearts, you will find them unduly tranſpor £ 


ed ,'as with the thoughts of your gifts a 
graces, fo with what you do through thep 


. of, grace, Oar very Graces arc often an 
_ cahon of boaſting. *Tis a rare thing toſe, 


I Cor. $- r. 


Puſfied .up 
with any 
thing cf 


the 11S» 


If 39.2. 


| than the Dial is, when the Sun is in a Cloud 
- howdorhthe bodily firength and p:rſcRion 
 . of others (ivell them, though every moment 


man rich igifte, and poor # ſpirit, Em 
knowledge puffeth up. ; | 


' T2: Doth not avy thing of ours ſwell us ? ' nl *: 


not ſome 'puff'd up with their fine Cloths 
new Attires, Ribbons, Drefſings,yea with tha 


very Spo:s ? Their Feathers, their Hair, thi] : 
ns of Beaſts and: Men, make the] : 

_ fly high. Are not ſome puffed up with thei 
 - Birth ? Hence they boaſt, that they hut] - 


EXcre 


the Blood of Kings and Nobles running 
their Veins : or elſe that they are of the Sta 


of Abraham' defcended from Parents eminat| - 
for Picty, though they have 'fadly degener: | 


ted from their lives and walks. How may 


arc {well'd with their Eſtates? That they hit | 
Shops full, Houſes full, and Bapps fill | 

puffeth them up. © Whilſt all che recafures || 
, ſhewed, how glad is the heaxe? Even Hil | {| 
kiah was glid to fhew the Embaſſadours th | 
bouſe of bis precious things, How are othes | 
puffed up with the fmiles and reſpe&s'd| 


great men ? - And yet how ſoon may the $in 
be over-caſt ? Then they are no more heedel 


they arc going dowa into the dufi? What i 


"|" 


(7 


| ;ercome . with unglarne 
5 bo? * 4 Oo 


for 


How. are of 


| hers (welled with their Church- 
, pivleages ?. The Temple of the Lord, he 


we, Theſe arc lying wiras not t9 be tufted in. 


Others with. cheir revelations and high en- 
joyments? Puxl was in danger of being ex- 


the revelations, therefore was given to him a 
"thorn.in the fleſh, the meſſenger of Satan to 
'buſſet bim, le be, ſhould bs exalted above mea - 
"ſure, "How few have hced:d that of the 
Apolile, Let 9 man think of himſelf mare high- 
'þ than be ought t1 think? and that, If a man 
think himſelf 20 be ſomthing, when. be is no- 


thing, be decerveth himſelf. Hyw have we 


Ezck. 7.4. 


imple of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord are © 


2 Cor. 13. 


alted above meaſure through the abundance of 7: 


been puffed up with, our Reformation, Mini» | 


flers, Churches, Profeſſors ? Preferring them 
before others at home and abroad. is 

.. 13. How litth: ſuſpicion have we of our ſelves ? 
'Of our baſencfs, aud finfulneſs, the deceits 
qd treachery of our own h:arts? - With how 
much contidenee do we thrutt our fclves into 
wicked mens company, and .fzar not to be 
"kavened with ther ? How, little do we ſul- 
'peRthat we ſhall fall from the grace we, haye, 
or ſeem to have? We are high mind:d and 
therefore f:ar not. We do not ſuſpect that 
there are worſe abominations within than yet 
are diſcovered, . How do we ( pretend to) 


| 


,not,che worlt of our f<lvcx, . 1} others be 
35” ol 


"1:4 
tii- 4 


oro 


Not- ſuf- 
peCting. 
themſelys, 


bleſs God that our [hearts are good ? We fear 
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_ * © © gre confident we ſhall never fo diſhonayiywers 
. >. . 14, Do not we fret and fume when any alu ai0 
Cake _ to diſcover the vileneſs within ? | hunl,qumc! 
Ing. heard of ſome Ladies , that have hated th],thav 
glaſs that gave them a true fight of tha] qead « 

Pſa!.141.5- fpots, and deformities, Humble David ly yds, ar 
- ved them beſt who moſt convincingly | rpol 
proved him for what was amiſs in him. fy ar 

Not being 15. We muſt be pleaſed ; we mult hinſwodt 
_ i our ſports, and the utmoſi of our liberty |{ves 
Civesin though God and men ſuffer by it nerer<|q{the 
any lawful much: we cannot floop to deny our fel] jug « 
 Fontent. ſome lawſul contentments, though God k|" 18. 


; co be honoured thereby. een 
gn” 16. How bave we been troubled that anyſa\ kw | 
any Rule #7 ſelves bave Ruled and been in Autboint| m? 

« beſides Few have learnt the Humility of Jotbax| ow: 

themſelves. Olive-tree, Fig-trec, and Vine ? The Bran-| Tho! 

| ble thinks himſelf worthy to bein the hightl| dow 

place, O? what fightings, what fidng | 1; 

* what Plots to get higher ? Hamar was nent | yea 

contented till every knee bowed : not} hou 

much as one Mordecai muſt be excuſed. ical 

men would but ſpeak our, they think the | lanc 

are ſitter for Magiſtrates and Miniſters, tha} 2 

thoſe that arc employed : fo that whercaith| ſer: 

" humble man thinks every one better thu|@ 

himſelf, they on the contrary think themſeva | 6; 

_ the only meri, Do not we account it belo# | ot 

x Pet.2. 33 us to ſfrebrnit #0 every Ordinance of ma, || wi 

| tbougb for the Lords ſake ? And when we ar | (i 

| not do what we are commanded, who fufſes | C 

>... a: meckly andnot in anger againſt the - 4 
W eas array | I | 


” 
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onginwers? Do not we ſuffer in prod wrath ? Pro.21.24. 
| 17. How glad are we if others takg notice of And glad | 
any ples affions £ And how arc we pleaſed if they ©2 —_ 
| hy-emend us for them ; and yet we would 5, 7 
d thl,thave them think ſo 2 We will” diſcom- though 
' tha|gzad our own Prayers, for deadnefs, firait- they dif- 
14 |þ[qfs, and our felves for want of parts, &c. on c_— 
ly jurpoſe to draw forth others praiſe. How '* Ts 
'[&w arc unwilling that others ſhould have 
hin [pod thoughts of them, in reference to them- 
ery ves? How few are troubled at the praiſes 
er b[of their friends more than at flaſhes of light- 
(cl9] jing caſt into their faces ? 
d k[' 18. How do we rejoyce, when others cry us up, Yea tobe 
| en when we know it is unjuſtly, when we know _ 
yſar] ly bo!low-brarted, low-ſpirited, and ſe/fiſþ we vedly. @ 
Ti9?[ a? Arcnot we exceedingly pleaſed at the 
bes | ſpwers that arc ſpread upon our dead Corps ? 
an-| Though the praiſes be not due to us, yet how 
hell | do we drink them in as the Hart doth water. 
ng 1 19, How Magiſterial bave we been ? What Being 
ever | preat Didatonrs to others ; as if all were —_— 
t b [bound co dance after us * We will nat abate PIO 
I Jicall, but every poor Mordecai muſt do obcy- 
al lance to our opinisn. 
wy 20. Hiw are we guilty of deſpiſing, y:a D:ſpiling 
the | forning thoſe that are (as we ky; % _< orhers. 
han # Birth, in Eſtate, in Power, in Parts, and 
wes | Giftr, yea in graces ? How do we evidence 11.58. 9. 
on f ar ſighting of them in our looks, in our 
@, | words, in our geſtures and behaviours ? *Pride 
W- | ſfaith one) is a bad Mother of many bad 
en Unldren, theſe three eſpecially, boafting of 
Uirſclves, contending with, and deſpifing of 
OINCcrs, 


210. 


"otters, How unlike are we herein unto Gy 
Job 35. 6. Bebold God ja, mighty (4. e., mol mighty, mg 
great, the politive 1s put for the ſuperl 


degrce) and yet hc deſpiſeth not any, 1.e. 0 


yea how do we herein reproach our Mike! 

God (rith.one), made every man an obj 

of r-fþc&, or. pity, 'tis. Pride that makes w 

the obj:&s of contempt, and in them thet 

Prov.17.5. Maker. Ibo ſo. macketh the . poor, Teproachuj 
bis Maker, .. 1. 3 

21, Hw. few wil confefi their faults un 

others 2 Perhaps they will reform, but hut 
itto the death to go and acknowledge thei 
frcſpaſl:s to others, whom *tis clear and pro 
' ved they have treſpafſed againſt, How mi 
ny have you injured by talc-bcaring, back: 
biting, &'c. Maſi not God work a miracleto 
perſwade us to make reſtitution, to go tothe 
parties wronged,, and confeſs the wrong 
there, and then to go from houſe to houſe to 
vindicate and clear the patty, there where 
b:fore we had wickedly fizined and afperkd 
him? Tois makes me ciy out, Lord, wi 
ſhall be ſaved ? Lord, many are. called, but fn 
 arech: ſen. | 
Reproving . 22, I hen we go about that too too much my: 
=> "YI kied dury. of fraternal correption, bow Iiftily a 
*7 - , manage it, ? -How Go our words, yea. book, 
and geſtures, evidence our haughtinels ? The 

Child hebaveth bim{#f proudly againſt the An- 

cient. ; ; 

_— 23. Wyat a ftirr, what a noiſe do we mak 
>. qv 20 vindieate aur [elves woen afperſed and calum- 


liciouſly. 


Unwiliing 
to confeſs 
their faults 
unto others. 
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nated ! 


The 


jiated 3 
"ret Ri 
Aouch. 


1; on'of 
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0 Go 


Jy Ul 
», 
L 


{aker) 
objef 
'S an 
| they 
ach 


crlatk 
al abt for the honour of God, and the edifica- 


* af >. 
— M4 


ated ? Whereas the hamble Soul would ne- 
wt fire to clear himfelf Cas knowing how 
nuch guilt'and fin there is within) were ie 


;onof the Lords pSple, which may be hin- 
tired, if prejudices and unjutt reproaches be 
nor removed : Alas ! moſt men ftudy revenges, 
ind like the Grave are unſatiable in their mali- 
cious vindications. 


24. How bitter have we been againſt diſſent- Being 


out of the Land, if we might have had our: » 


| ing Brethren 2 Would we not have caſt them Þ'oodily 
minde 
| wills? Did not we talk of ſhipping away all — 


that would not ſu>mit to our way of wor- ſnting 


fom us, like Dogs and Pagans, unfit to ſublili 
among us ? ag hgh 

No wonder tif for theſe things God make 
ua ſhame, and a derifion, a Proverb, and a 
by-word to all the Nations round about us. 
0 ! our Pcide teſtifies to our faces : we are 
guilty of what broaght down fice on Sodom ; 
This is the fin, that God ſetteth himſelf in bat- 


| tip? Did not we count them, who were Brethren. 
* | divided in circumſtances and ceremonies 


tel arcay againſt, ( ſo the word for rfifting Jam. 4.6. 


nthat Scripture, God refifteth the proud, fig- 
dificth :) *Tis that which makes God abhor 


us and out offerings. Every one that is proud Prov.16.5« 


" beart ir an abomination to the Lord. Be- 
lleve it, Gods eyes are upon the haughty, 
that he may bring them down, and he warch- 


eh his opportunity todo it. The Lord knsw- Pal. 38. 6. 


th the proud afar off When God meets with 
a lpeRacle, that he gannot endure co -look 
7 upon 


| $888044864/4840444 


Their Imtemperance in Eating. 


Profeflors 
Fulneſs of 
Bread. 


Hough Pride was the firſt (park thit 
blow'd up the glory of Sodom, yet there 


- 


Ezek,16. thegreater. Behold, This was the iniquity of 

09. #by Sifter Sodom, Pride, Fulnefi of Bread, 
Their Pride was evidenced in their Fulnfi 

Bread, as the Cauſe in its Effet, The word 

oegporrir, which fignificth to be temperate, 18 

(as one well obſerves ) applyed frequently t 

the Mind, in oppoſition to. pride 3 becuule 

:- Sobricty proceeds from an humble ſenſe. that 
nothing is ours, but all that we have is Gods; 
and all Intemperance is commonly the iſſue 
of a proud Spirit, which makes men m on 

| | tnem+ 


220 Theſinsof Sodom found amonghuÞ . 


upon, he turns from it, whilclt .it is afarr | 

What ſhall I ay ? Pride is the firft of thay | 

Prov.6.17. ſeven things, which are an abomination to th| 
Liord. And no wonder that God (© loatheth| 

it, whilett it-croſſeth the great detign of Gy|| 

in the Goſpel, which is co humble the mow | 

| 2Cor. I.  ezins, that no fleſh. ſhowld glory in bis Peſng | 
"92 3'* but that be that glorieh, ſhould glory only in th | 


was alſo Fubneſi of Bread, that made the flune 


eo ED ES PW a=, oo GwWwT 3 = = bt; 
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*|' themſelves as Owners, and all Creatures as 
\. | their proper Goods, which are perfeRtly at 
- their diſpoſal. Hence the | Crown of Pride, 
|: and the Drunkards of Epyraim, arc both 
"[: names for the ſame perſons. - And 1s not our 
| Pride evidenced in our Fulneſs of Bread ? 
” Sodoms intemperance in eating (not to infiſt 


' on intemprrance-in drinking) was very greaf, 
but 1 fear Englandr hath exceeded Sodoms © 1 
will not ſay all your labozy is for the mouth, 
(as Solomon complains) and yer the appetite is 
not filled; but this I ſay, that- ſome live to car, 
ſome ſacrifice: all to the belly, to ſome the 
belly is a God. Few can diſpleaſe their ap- 
petite: like prophane Eſaz, they part from 


their heritage,” from the blefling of the firſt- 


born, for a meſs of pottage, for a little plea- 
ſure to the taſte. How: will we deny our (elves 
in reſpe@ of Life, when we cannot deny” our 
ſelves in reſpe of a little Meat ? As Heaven 
and God are low, very. low with them, that 


' tantiot-deny themſelves in a little Indian-- 
' Smoke, in a Pipe, in a cup of Liquor, but will 


b: immoderate in theſe, though thereby. they 


' hazard the diſpleaſure of God : So are they 


very low 'with us, if: we 'cannot deny our 
ſlves in our Morſe!s. All our ruine came in at 


this door, that Adom ventured. the diſpleafure 
of God, tocat alictle pleaſant Fruit. - Aman 


would think, that the wounds we received by 
the mouth, ſhould make us check our appe- 
tite all our dayes. | 


I. . How bave we been guilty of eating too * 


mach ? A little would content.Nature, _ 
at 


Ifa. 23, 
I, 3. 


Ecclel,6.9. 


. 


Evidenced 
in tkeir 
much eat- 


ing. 


Eb þ- + 


Luk. 21. 
I4e 
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hath therefore given us a little Month. ayhit 
Stomach, to teach - us ( faith an Ancieyliipir: 
Moderation. . How have owr bearts been pl "yivi 
charged with ſurfeting , whilefi Wicked mlvotr 
with drunkenneſi £ How have we foygh mY 
Chriſt's charge againſt this fin, even. to yl" 
own Diſciples ? Have we not hereby bm vii 
difabled to perform the ſervice which we onl$s5 


. to God ? As ſome have been firong t drink [th 


. ing ſhould have been to fit us, not to indiff n- 


fo otbers to eat ; Both have bcen unfitted "id 
wait upon God thereby. The end of ourex-[it\ 


us for the (ervice.of God. We ſhould mee I's 


| ſure our Chear by that which Namwren [ni 
; quireth, and not by that which a greedy 4" 
. . petite defireth, We divcft our ſelves: of Mn |"#h 


.of Reaſon, that ſhould guide us, when we["tat 


are Icd by a fcnſual Appetite. And ycatals!f"ot 


. When we have caten enough, and perhaps | 4v 


more than enough, z new Diſh at the ſecond |*1ii 


- . courſe makes us fall on without fear or wit, ['P1 


Prov. 23.2, 


divers lufts and pleaſures, is the high way'oP® 
 damnacion. © This way fin entred into the PE 


and we put not a knife to our throxt. Serving I'M 


_ World, and in this way, O ! how manyue'A 


poſting to Hell ?..If you. would adopt yout Þ*E 
ſelves Children of wrath, then. filfpll the. by 


fires. of the fleſh. © © that we: ſhould be 6|# 


ſenſeleſs, (o bruitiſh, as to. venture. the etcr-Þ'# 
nal ruine of our Souls co gratific our appt: PI 
tites for a'quzrter of. an-hour ! She that ford 't 
deliciouſly, hath torment and ſorrow given hi. © 
If chat you will chooſe co be beafts here, ad F'Pt 


ro eat as bealis, as much as you can, _ P 
tat} 


i 


an. he for of Solon forneFamongit mw, 21: 
þ. alvhir' Heaven will hot {as Noah's Ark did) ad- - 
cient thrie-6f ny Beafts within it, When Tertullian 
en d0pl/pives ati account of the Chriſtians Feaſts 3 772. 
ed mltich ferding {Kit he) ' we remember that we are 
forg wy \proy night : Pray:r iro the firſt and laſt 
to hull of the feat: ani when we depart our beha- 
7 bel thor 55'fo religious and modeft, "that one wonld 
'e om \þuvt! thought, we bid" rather been at a Sermon, 
drink, ["tþant as # Supper. Bluſh, O' Reader | to con- 
ed-o[fider how far (hort we fall ef "theſe Chriſtians 

1 ex" our bangnetirig hours. = Believe it, 'Intein- 
erance and Taxxury arc” National fins, ©the 

of England: It was fpokea (unleſs Iam 

re 1 | niſ-informed) of 'our Nation} That we bitild 

| 4's ff we ſhould-live for ever, and eat as if we 

Ma, | fbuld die preſently. O ! when (hill we imi- 

n ve ["tate chat great 'Apoſile? All things (faith he} x Cor. 6. 

als!{"ot Izefulfor me but I will not be browoht mn- 12- 

der the power of any. It is a baſe thing for a 

nd [*man'*to be under che power 'of Drinks, Ap- 

wit, [pre 'Recttations, and fo of Fich, of 

rving F'Meats;* 'to-be 'a Vaal to thoſe things over 

ay o P#hich' the Lord hath given him dominion. 

) the P'He'that' loverh any' thing too much, (faith 9s #*nis 

y ve Aqvines ) is in a ſenſe Servant thereunto. 7 9197 
you Rn whiat faith the Apoſtle ? Know ye not, that {un 7 

2,6 Flo whom ye yield your felves ſervants to obey, his (.-155 it;us 

x (6 | frvants ye -are, to whom ye obey, whether of ef&-itur. 

eter- I'##, ''&ce, "How many ferve not our Lord Rom.6.16. 
ppe- FIckus Chrift; "but their own bellies ? How _— 46S 
ol Piimy are like the men of the old World, *” 

bir, I" Given jo eating ? (o the word in the Original 

ud P'ftoperly fignifieth. 

ow | 
tat J 2. H.w 
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The coſt- 
lineſs of 


Above 


their 
Eſtates. 


Urſuitable 
ro the 
Times. 


The i ms of Sodom found _—_ F 


2. How bave our meats born no prop 
fo our gains and incomes ? The rich man, tld. 


their Diet, fared deliciouſly, had. ſome pretence for gl ini 


for he had riches to countervail the e ena iy 
of his Table; But doth not the lowneſs of 
Eftates require a meaner Ta 2 God knom| {tile 
we have been worſe than Tnfidels on this x| es; 
count, in that we have been fo farr from jy dof 
viding for our own, that to pamper the ſklil wel 
with. cofily dict, we: have ſuddenly ings &+, 
veriſh:d our ſelves, and brought our Chilinſs 
to live upon others trenchers, wheres m[i wk 
ſhould have abated of our ſyperfluities f{ 
their fakes, if not for our own. Go al 
luptuous wretch, unto the Ant, and to th , 
Bee, they provide for Winter 3 but thuÞ4'4 
haſt had no forecaſt, and (o Poverty com 
in on thee and thine, as an armed mon, \t-| tut 
rcſillably. of. 
3. How bave onr Tables been unſuitatk | wo 
the Times we live in ? Whether Zion wet day 
the garments of joy, or of heavineh, ali|ye 
one, the belly muſt be ſeryed , our dibs|do 
muſt not abate. Thou farcfi dcliciouſly my me 


_ day: Alltimes are alike to thee. This 4s 4b 


Jade y.12. 


Tfa. 24. 12, 
13, 14 


great fin, and I cannot but charge. many Mo [ie 


fc{ſours with it. Reſpect is not had to. the[jn 
tokens of Gods wrath. Ie eat without fr '1< 
Without fear of the wrath of God, that | 4 
ready to break forth upon us. In bod: , 
dithth: Lord of Hoſts call to weeping, and | 
mourning, and to baldneſi, and w gir# 

with ſackcloth : And behold, joy and glaanh 
ſlaying Oxen , and killing Sheep, Cod | 


nod” 106 
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nt 

Yomigeſul coough at another time.) eating fleſhy, 
an, hiked. drinking wine, &c.. And it ws 'revealed 
 forklia wine. ears- by the Lord. of Hoſts, ſurely. this, 
xpenalinquity 191} 770t be purged from. your till ye. die, , 
& ofa fach the Lord God of Hoſts, ; We have made, 
| knom|ltle-or no diſtinion of times ; Perhaps a Faſt; 
his &| exexy month is. ( careleſly ) kept : but every. 
Mm j1e[ dg;fhould be. a day. of abſtinence, every day; 
ie eſpe ſhould: abate of. what we-mightt enjoy, if, 
mp6[the; judgements of God were not among us,; 
hildmſand others impending overius: God hath a 
© miwotroverfie with us for, fefting, when . Fo- 
es ſel gb: 3547 the. pit, and for our,cating the Lambs 
0 W ditbe Flocks 3 for that we are- not prieved for 
to the #e fi: Goof Joſeph. »;orth hag town 
 thouſ41g., How lute reſpe& have we bad to the ne- Not re- 
com! efſties -of the, Saints ? O, if 'there were any ſyeRing 
m, it-| ue Jove to God, to Relzgion, . to the Church **< Saints 

f. God, and to the Saints of | the moſt high, we ES 
bh. [would abate of our worldly, comforts in this 
wat | ay, we would cut our ſelves ſhore of what 251614 
, As] we were wont to lay ont ; not only in fige 7*tids & 
dies ſrlothes, but in houſe-keeping, .in cxpenſive OW 
ov) [meats and drinks, we would not give Tuch eons 
s 4] lberty 10 the ſatisfying of the fiſh, we would 7:5 wt 
| more ſparing in our diet, that. we might be £801, 
.Meſjuthe greater capacity to protnote; pious and 9 4 at- 
jos 1] dyritable deligns. But alas! iniquity abounds, "0 
at. 18 nd the love of many ( fave ito their guts ) dolent. Aus. 
bg Paxeth. cold. | | x TP v# 33 Pſal.13d. 
Wis. Do nt we eat without , an holy fear. of Eating 
9% 119992. The Elders of Tſraeldid. eat .cheir brggd withour 
4 | Wore, the: Lord, | But fo. have. not we l.fo Ex ot 


s ; | : 8 , G d. hr 
Mt we,cat as in the prelenogot God. Haye £904, 18. 
Mg} Þ | y : 


Amos 4.6. 
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not ſore been ſo eager upon the play 
of the fleſh, and gratifying of their ſa | 6 
ſual appetites, as that they have ( (eerey| 4 
at leaſt ) been troubled at a long 

(as it is called ) before meat? Have ny 
fome fallen to theix meat wichout inyy- 


cating God to be with them ? How up | 1 b 


like are fuch unto Chriſt , whoſe uſud 
practice it was, to lift up his eyes 
Heaven , and crave a bleſſing upon | 
ercatures before he did partake of then} 
How difirated have been the thoughts | 
others that have prayed , in that ſhirt | 
time ? How were their thoughts on the | « 


meats and drinks ? How haſtily do me | prep 
after a blefling is craved run to the Diſh, | ® 


without any the leaſt pauſe or confiden+ 
tion whether God . heard them yea or w, | 
when they called to him ? How common- 
ly do we raze our Petitions, ſnatch them 
out of Gods hands, I mcan, contradid | 
all our Prayers ? We pray our diſcourls | Y: 
may be heavenly , and they are altogs- 

| ther carchly. Few can ſay as Bleſſed Di | 
was wont at the _ of the meal, _ 6; | il 
God, not one word of earthly tbings fince weſt |" 

down ? We pray we _ cat bs God, and |": 
we cat for our ſelves. We cannot fay thit | 
our Spikenard ſends forth bis pleaſant jm, | 
whilſt we are at the Table. We have '\not fo | 

good a plea to make as ſome, we have eat and 
drank 
over our Tables, Thou God ſeeft.' We cant | | 
dom call our Table axe}, becauſe w_ 4 


in thy preſence. This is not writes | Þ'9) 


" "M4 . | Ry! : Fa \E: £1] g HEE. ROS 3 ; ; 
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| ben:God in' this place. How little do we 
| copfider , that they are Gods createres, | She Hol. 2.8. 


EE Rx SS =mnT Tx = Tk 


. 


Gods people, ye ſhall eat and be ſatufic a, 
| Praiſe tbe name of the Lord your God ? 


did. not know that I gave ber Corn, &c. And 
that as che meat is Gods, fo it is he who 
gires us appetites, and irengthand ability to 
put every crum into our mouths; for in bim 
ge live and move; How little do we belicye 
that we muſt account for every birand drop ? 
How little do we confider that God ſtoops 
the creature to us, that we may floop to him, 


and lay down our lives as willingly for Gods 


honour, as God cauſcth the' creature to bleed 


and dic for our ule ? How little do wethink 
of the Heavenly banquer, that our Father is 


preparing for us, where the cloth ſhall never 
be taken away, where we ſhall hunger and 


thirſt no more, but be fully ſatisficd, and 
that for ever and ever > Examine your (pirits 


and frames at your Tables, whether the fear 
of God be before your eyes, whether you 


fund in. awe of him? It may be found that 


you never more forget God, than when God 
bs moſtly remembring you ; When his goods 


they cat, that yet fail to return thanks after- 


wards, though Foe! ſaith in his Prophecy to 


-' 6. Have not we ſed without a Chriſtian fear 


of ſceandolizing others 'upon our cating pro- © 


P z fule- 


$ 


-are moſt in your hands and mouths, your Dey, s: 
'mouths are (o. full, - that they cannot ſhew 20, 11. 
forth his praiſe; your cycs are fo held to your 

\Belly-gods , that you forget Febovab. Are 
\there nor ſome that will crave a bleſſing before 


Joel 2. 26) 


and 


others. 


228 - The ſins of Sodom fountt among}: mij] «7 
fuſely 3 > What faith the Drunkard? Why wg if 
not 1 tofs the Kan or Pot ('in plain hrs 
be drunk as well as ſuch and fuch gormandifg} 
why may not I drink immoderatcly as wellg} 

Jude v. 12: fach cat :mmoderately o why may not weli 7a, 
one or two hours to drink, as:well as ſoetvq | 

one hour or two to fill their panch wit} WF 
meat ? Gluttons harden and juſtifie Drug 1 
ards. Fude will tell you,” that ſenſual"pe. 

Fcce qu. Mons are the Spors of a Chrifiian (ociety, ' Th 

jaftant. ſe old Gentiles in Cyprians dayes were mud} 

nag ##05> fcandalizcd at the intemperance of Chrifliani 

Cop. ie Lo, theſe great Beaſters, "who pretend to be redeaw | 

duplic:Mar- &d from the tyranny of the Devil, and tvh wh 

ty:is- dead to the Iorld, what f{rves are they ro: they AO 
own ſenſual defires ? O my Brethren! J& [AE 

good neither to eat fleſh, nar todrink wine, bt | 

any thing elfc, whereby thy Brotber ftumblab $i 

or is offended, or made weak. ; 

Of ſnares +, Do not we eat without a prudent furd 

IN cating. the ſnares that are in our D:ſhes ? In eating | 

» x « 6, here ought to be much caution. fob we [i 

Job I: 5:6+ raid of the entertainments of his Children. | 

He was a wiſe man, and knew that there were |} 

more gueſts than were invited. . I wills 3's 

knew it too. We think if the Sons of Gil |, 

come together, the Devil will not come witt |# 
them, though the Scripture aſſures us/he wil 

It would be ſome check when we'fit atthe [ut 

Table to conſider that the firſt immodente Pos 

| Sop is handed over'by the Devil, and, 1 9. et 

he with it into our Souls.” ' 4 

Fatirg for $, How have" we had low; baſe, earihl, fo ft. 

_ mm fual, and Deviliſh ends in our eating. ?"notil0 [inte 

ET tefrcſh our bodies, but or pallats, not . | 

1 | 


Rom. 14. 
21. 
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| God, _ þyt to.pzmper the ficſh? yea, 
mh ho. od, be ted on ſuch and ſuch 
{| dihes, 07, purpoſe 10 irritate and. provoke 
I thei tuſts i rp: Sure our Encmy 1 is (trong enough, | 
-| we had, need bear down the body and keep ic 
vs not,p t, Weapons into, our Ene- 
hand "Pp What faith the wile man ? When 
{ky teſt ta eat with a Rukr (ſuch keep 
| Fl ble, eſp:cially Magilirates on 
| oFay dayes yy confi der diligently what Ty 
: bv and Pe. a knife #0 thy throat , if ” 
M7 given, fo. appetite, 2. e. Bridle _—_ "5s 
| cite. K: dilgence » Jc force, let See the 
(7x aVc- alwayes be on hax ſchack, al- large 
Mayes. 7 rule, .be. AS .cirgumſpeR;,, "ny as if thou gn 
under fl the razour;; or thus, confi der dili- 
«1 ! what is before thee 3 elſe tho putteſt 4 
(8 10 thy throat, Le. thou endangereſt thy 


f thy foul, thauldf} thou give way to 
dy appcrg. to ſeed upon, all the dain- 
the Table? Js, A thouſand to one but 
eals will encentives to luft.. What i 
Py /Apolile, ff, :ther. you, eat, or drink, , 31. : 


. all be pL pf be. glory uf God. Why 


Apa Ne. .name thoſe aGions of cating 
inkip, becauſe: we commonly cat ., 
fol { at o ) meerly to pleaſe the ap- 

pe te\,. and _ OR to. fic for Gods Service ? 
Whew we have taken as much as ſerves this - 
ad, yet we muſt AG one bit more, or one 
{more to pleaſe Qur ficthly deires., and 
v God and the Devil mui part ſtakes. | 
up this ;; I belicye many men dig 
TY pves with their teeth, and. their hells 
6 cir tongues,” their liquoriſh Sg. 


P 3 


228 - Theſu ins of Sodom found amongit ui} we 
fufcly > What faith the Drunkard? Why agl#0! ig 
not 1 trols the Kan or Por ('in platn Eng p, 1X 
be drunk as well as ſuch and ſuch gormand 
why may not I drink immoderately as weft: 

Jude v. 12: fych eat :mmoderately ? why may not wel Þ Tru 
one or two hours to drink, as:well as: Cuebh 
one hour” or two to fill their panchw [v4 
meat ? Gluttons harden and juftifie Drug 
ards. Fude will tell you "that ſenſual"ys Wis gepol 


Fcce qu' ons arethe Spore of a Chriſtian ſociety. ' I p 
jafant. ſe old Gentiles in Cyprians dayes were milf E: 


th 


# 
TILE ( 
'k S joy | 


724% P05 (candalizcd at the intemperance of ChriftiutW1 
- wa 1, Ly, theſe great Boaſters, "who pretend to be reds} hy 
duplic:Mar- ed from the tyranny of the Devil, and wilh Mt 
ty:is- dead to the World, what flrves are they tothe WO 
own ſenſual defires + ? O my Brethren! 1h F9:f 
"RR good neither to eat fleſh, nor to drink wine, | Wy ?: 
21. ny thing elfc, whereby thy Brother flumbla vial 
or is offended, or made weak. C 
Of ſnares «#7, Do not we eat without a prudent furd Wh 
IN CALM. 2he ſnares that are in our D:ſhes ? In eatin [3 3. 
1. «6, {here ought to be much caution. fob WI 
Jo> I- 556+ Afraid of the entertainments of his Childee M 
He was a wiſc man, and knew that there wen | 
more gueſts than were invited. . I wills Y': 
knew it too. We think if the Sons of 6 | 
come together, the Devil will not come witl | 
them, though the Scripture aſſures us/he wil [{FK 
It would be ſome check when weffit atith [1's 
Table to conſider that the firſt immodentt "ok 
| Sop is handed over'by the Devil, and, in Le dl 
he with it into our Souls.” Yu 
 Fatirg for $, How have'we had low, boſe, caribh, fo wot 
low and £1, and Deviliſh ends in our eating ?notal0 [3% 
baſe ends | 
aa tercth our bodics, but ox pallats, not N 
l 


i nas - 
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God, . but to.p+mper the acſh?; yea, 
4 Raye of ted on ſuch and ſuch” 
a ue. on. purpoſe ro irritate and. provoke 
ihe! ae Tyſts ? Surg our Encmy is irong enough, 
M01: need. bear down the body and keep it 
4[! | age and not, py ze, weapons into; our Ene- 
þ. | dvr TOE What faith the wiſe man ? ben 
| to eat with a Ruler .(luch keep 
e| Gel is, eſpecially Magiliratcs on 
ax Feaſt d ayes. ')-. conſider duligently what is 
i firs and \ put. aknife to thy. throat , if p 
roy. 237 
man given, 7 appetite, 4. 0. Bridle , , 
petite, by dilgence, yc force, let See the 
ave- alwayes be on. hax ſchack, al- large 4 

s ie, Fro .cirgumipcR.,, 4. as. if thoy ___ 
; or thus, conſider dili- 
: ty bir is + If A ah , elſe thou prtteſt Aa 
| mil.to thy throat, 1..e, thou cndangercſi thy 
Ik yea, thy foul, ſhauld(} thou give way tO 


eedy appetite to 5 ſeed upon, all the .dain- 

B86 Tablet $16.4 thouſand to one but 
cxncentives to luft.. What , cc, we 

"Apolile, ff :ther. you, eat, of arink,, 21. : 


f the 
i. (et. by be dong, of be. Slory fie Why 


yes Ofl- 
19 Meals will 


Aro name thoſe aGions of cating 


ad_drinkiog, b becauſe we commonly cat ., 

j [0k Mr { at het Ro to pleaſe the ap- 

| petite, and. Rh to. fi for Gods Service ? 

Vhes ee. we have taken as much as feryes this - 

he ft. WC muſt Ave one bit more, or one 

bY more £0 pleaſe; our ficlhly "deſires, and 

| God and the Devils mult part ſtakes. 

" of but up this ; ;. 1 belicye many men dig 
bir with their teeth, and. their hells 
their tongues, their liguoriſh _— 

P 
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Among the millions that are now in ther **." 
or hel], their Wmordinate appetite tal fo 


moſt thither. I ſay 'not but we may ple and t 


_ our pallate, at ſome cimes eſpecially, a pml 


Cx: 34. 7.3; F234 +0 {ooo o:; £72 LO 
mito oſs my meat, @ my_midicins, 6 jeſt 


A 
g 
& *2 


ba reftleft til God bath taught you, whai bi 
bim : Lord (aith be) thow bat new Yay 


liberty is indulged to the fick > bur if wed a 
not an higher defign than to pleaſe the vg 


tice, our Belly 1s our God. Little do* twin! + 


think chat they are ſetting up another Golul | © 
their -Tables. © The Babylonians had Bu yl - 
their God, 4a God of Braſt ; but theſt wal 
have & God of fleſh. The mos Of wi + 


bing of God of his worſhip 
often haye ye {o cramb'd yo 


in 


a4 | - Þ 
z S : S - 
- + VS 
0 18 
4 


rate inveating. © And 


.£ 
0 


The fins of Sodom faund aniozg w. 31 


x 5s nature. O! when will the gract 
Al l; oor and teach us to deny _"__— luftr, ; —_— ary 
Il and to love ſoberly 7 


: A 194428 888564 $6668 


CHAP, X X111. 
Their abundance of Idleneſs. 


= 


Thigd Sin of Sedow was Idlencfs, Be- Proggters 

bold, this was the iniquity of thy Sifter Idleneſs. 
dom, &c. an abundance of Idleneſt was in ber ==>. 16, 
and in ber danghters, This Sin is the Compa- 
ion ofthe | —$:8þ . when the bclly is full, the 

Janes would be at reſi, and when men have 

[or drunk to excels, then chey riſe up to 

uf 


4 
1 
a | 
all 


y- This, and the former, are City-fins, 
were found i in Sodem and Gomorreb, and 
| Inilh they were not among us alſo. _ 
+0114 How are we guilty of abundance of Idle In their 
0 |. in. oxr particular callings ? Few have this =o 
be heir Motto, Laboremus, Let us be work- © ilings. 
, I mcan, working that which we ought. 
low many at the great day will God upbraid 
M | gr O wicked and ſlothful ſervant ! Every 
1 hath a Talent of time and firength, but 
| is hid, it is not imploycd, at leafi as it 
ou he, God madc not man to play, but to 
at out, his living. *T'was Gods Ordinance 
, and kince that we arc enjoyned 


P 4 iy 
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. 2 ©. 1 $0 labour with our bands, 26d *not to' cgi Wc 


+1 bread of Idleneſs. How many; becauſe thh | 
Erek,18. bave' not done good among their pevple, ful hi » 
18. 3#n their iniquity? Oarland is full of drones; w' 
eddEnd %ondery. thrive frain up vur Child [lp 
in-Idlencſs;- and indulge'ira them. whil | tir 

waſting the firft of their daycs in fooliſh plex[he, t 

fures and recreations. , Farzajgners bree [iv 

their Children' { to onr fhache be it (pok:a) [then 

to work thoſe gaies with their hands, which [16 

' our Children'muſt'play-awaytheirtime with; [Me 

hence they having inured themſelves to Idk- (tim 
Matth? 20, P£1S they hare labour, for the future, Chi | tt 
WT. *', ſaw ſome ftanding dl: - here he miphr fee@u- | 
2.2”, by: He codld not endyte" jt; he thought 
He unreafonable, why and ye" bere_ all the "ty 
 Tdle? O, how any arc: jdle al the days 

their lives'* * Pw many Gentlemen and b 

_,  Mins'ore'thivh Bithbar u calling # "They lt 
T-God had fent then into* the world'wo'tulſ 

-Their hands 8s*pirches for bixds:to' fit upon: 
*they-are of no uſe to the 'PlLblae, [71 Chit 

_ bow Idlrargthe Dames # They live a if Gol 

' + "had rags tg aſonable ſofls,”and the light 

bh cfthe Syn'only todreſs thethſtlves, ro view 
«The, 3, B15, 3ndto*paint and adorri their Carkilh, 
9. E. "There are Jome®© among you that work, not al; 
Nb! azen-"and yet bifre-bodies, buficity invent ways. 


* 
ſi 


7cs, ſed  "palaway tirhe, though timebetill cumin, 
og *- and they are” fafining into Erernity.” Doing 
Fees nothing Cfaich the Apofile') and yet work- 
| 10g every where, faye* where they _ 
_ buſie to 'g6"frotn houſe to'houſe to comple 
ment. friends , to'deyour others .cimes: ” 


— —WEECARTSETS TE, EETEECDSFTT 


Th ſins of Sodom found adage? ww. 


y tales' and news, but hating the work 
al jar ircalling; wherein God hath' ſet them. 
7 _ life of many is 'to car, and drink, 


{lcep,: and ſport, an4 fir, and talk, and 


lh chemſclves fat (bar there i is leanneſs in. 


ain ; fn ) A kind of vagrant people chey- 
plex-[he/ thathaviog little ro do, the Devil is loth* 


breed [&xF ſhould be idle, and therefore he hircs 
k:n) [hen to devour time, tocarry news and tales' 


vhich 6-miſpend others times : 


They learn to be x Tim. 5+ 


vith; Me: they ſtudy which way they may miſpend 23+ 
Le: time; wandring from houfe co houſe, and 


= are not 'only idle, bat” buſte-bodies. 
*C 


res 'them to Pedlars, opening 


Packs, and dropping here a talc, and 


4h Liſferta tale. Theſe arc ar lefurc ro hear the 


(+10. Dil and to obſerve bis Orders. 


' He that: 


t ſerve God: at home; the -D-vil, 'xa- © 


an hc ſhall fiznd out, will nd” him-of 
iferrands, ard /gechim co put his Sickle into 

on; her mans Corn: «Go (faith Sztan) 1n- 

ries ®tbthathouſe, and rail againttfach a good 

, Carry * his miſcarriage from" one to - 


loht andthe; till his name rots-and ſlitiks in their 


41 | 4Noftrils : 


: Go to ſuch''a mans' door, he 1s 


iſe, | *trmployed in © reading the Scriptures and 


a; 1 LT books, or Catechiſing his Family, &4. 


Lt it -be confidered:. and 


FF) {a+ $5.8 
Lc . 4 


and: divert him, eat up his time; that. he 
haveno tcifiire for ſuch works. 
Ing He 1s's buſie-body; a a tatley to0O. 
r&- m the Devil drives ; 


He goes, 
He muſt go 
| Hence occafion is . 
I: '\biven to the Adverſary to ſprak reproachfol- 


Pl oy, for that (6 muny arc turned aſide after 
whe” Satan, 


to ji"*: 


Ja. 


4 
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The fir of Sodte om found « { ant Mg oF 
mental, ri mich precious time: 10ure 
the Bed ; Five hours ſleep. .wil Ks, 
ſome conſtitutions ; The una that. eh” 
cians allow, is ſeven hours z but ſome wlllfi%ua 
and bury .themielves in .their Beds algal” 
half cheir time. . How little do many My 
fider, that; in. the Day of Jalgay 
they, muſt give account/,: as for eve 
idle word,. to for their idleneGG- in 
| Bed-chambers ? Sluggard, view the all 
-: ies running @ xace, whileft thou art tumbli 
on thy Bed, and crying, O that bis wn yl 
labour ! View. the Wind and the Air, cheyax 15 
in motion ; View the Waters! they "nal 4r 

corrupt, unleſs. xunning ; nay view the gull 
earth, it js. not fo dull as:thou art, ic br 


forth for Fu uſe of, Man. Goto the Ant Mp ? hi 


Prov. 6. 6. ſluggard, yea any where, confider the way | 
el, ſave; thy fclf, and be wiſe. What 11] ; 
Profe ſſor, and; yet guilty of; an: qa 
Nature puts, all creatures into motion, , 

7 to-provide for themſelves : thou art worſe tha 

1 Tim.5.8. 4n Infidel:, yea worſe than a Beaſt ; The poor 
Infant cangot (ack without labour, and ye | { 
thou wouldeft live without labour. God 1akp | +; 

2 Thel. 3. his fo ill, that be would nos. bave them 10 «at, 

2g who will. not Labour, and if we know -ſuch, me 
fin 5f we feed them, God. hath. not forbid 
meat to be given to any .other ſinners, only 
theſe are. not to be fed, let them flarve and 
dic, if they will. not labour. } 

Prov.26.4. zwill not plow by reaſon of the cold, #bergre 
hall be beg in barveſt, and ,bave nothing : 


hathno pity for ——_, and þe would Rua 
Y 


bo +; aun found attonel? Þ ». WH 


ds topity them ; Drones are to be beat- 
oft we the' Hive, and ftarved in Winter : 
&the Workman that is worthy of meat'in Mat. 10.10. 
$ account : : Idlenfs bath brought much 
,"and bred many in you, it be- 
* many diſcaſcs in the body, but many i 
| If in the Soul: ze exempts a man from #he Pſal.gr.11} Wit | 
feSion of Angels, and it expvſcth to Gods: 100 


: it brought ruine upon Sodom, and 
=g round about, and they are ſet forth Jude v- 7. 
Al h anixample ſuffering th | venſvance of eternal : 
| hr. 
7 ';; How ave we' guilty of abicindance of Tate: Tnchoi 
V's our gireral callings 7 And above alt 857579 
dls, Spiritual Nloth is 'mofi dangerous. * >" 
Meck forme, with unwearied diligence, 1a- 
ng fc 'ealarge their Poflefſions, and+to \ 
il; ae he Poſtrity ; they-tiſe"carly, arid fit 
# : Hhos "arid cat th: bread'of carcfulneſs, 
W ralisf of the Body : they do lirtle or no- 
we hed their precious Souls, and for | Eter- # 
" Chriſt and Heaven and by, and few * \H 
, [xe then : Few work” oket their Salvation WAG 
ab fear- and trembling. Some will nos be at 
' waich pains, ' for their Souls," as to perform 
common! oletward Duties of "Religion. They 
q ll'go to the Market, or to*be' merry with 
, friends, many a mile; but if a'LeQture be 
th a "few paces from theig threſholds, they 
d 
e 
[1 
p 


count itintollerable co wet their fret, to ex- 
pole rhemfclves to the air ; Well, Well; 
God bath: 'eaſed you of - this Iabour.' 'But iff men 
\ wefox fome caſte parts of Religion, vet _ 


bag are” for the difficxlt paves thereof .? They 


Cannon 


36 The func of Soders fawrd aropg run 
| cannot enduze.cowatich their-heart®.co wb. j 
Aly, 2 not be 


>& 


1 nd:lth we art, ty. put ar on.:1, We haye giy 


#hjnk, their oma thoughts, nos. fheak their ol 
words, nor do their own. deeds,,.. How mate. 


+ 


Profcflours have {q,lang given, way to q ab. 


2 


'F 
>; 
& ., 


lazy diſtermpers, .Haye.laio (0) long upon j eetr 


+ Bed of floth,, chag: when we. preſs them to. wi ey 
Khat 


: 1 


MIS and Drorieſs: Datiesp then think ©. 


{ 


Way. £0 ſloth, @lovg,: chat We hate to tals 
pains for Chriſt, and for as 


> 
F S> \ 


 inwaxd hearteigs, © thels, works arc joaly | 


lard by 3. and.the Janger wenegled them, the 
mors.adg chexgns eo perſwade.ay4q take th 
Up. Vc —_ Mins bl We 


 Vphold aps lves. with, is this, char the Spirit | 


"W 


i 
v6 


* Selficxamination, Mcditation,, Watghfulnc bo 
' 38aiolt che ficthrfiogs of fin, Martitigation. |, 


LE. 
- 


4 y - _ EE S an) r_ __—_ = Io . 
Y: YE f \ | | : 


0 damn your Souls, than! to-fave them-- 
not he 44hat fins bien fpcnt! in Prayer, holy 
I" MerHerence ,* and fin "Self-arraignments, 
lnghich was waſted in the Bcd, Shop, Fields, 
Uapaecedarily , | you might - have - had an . 
F I aecernal reſt ; "whereas Hell: will be; as 1n- 
” M[*t6llerable to a1), fo efpecrally-ro them, who 


> ug 


< have ſtood i416 all the day long. 

354 | | # (I . 751 
Alypt8622200408/23484 
£13, "7 | 

BBY” Eg AP. XXIV. 


MP Their Unmercifulne. 


nd inhumane. And are: not forme Profe(- 
F | fours even in England very hard-hearted and | 
7 [-crucl? have of thought and ſaid; That Ozr Lzze 
0 1'Civil Wars have had t90 great snfluerc: upon us, 

; tomake us cruel, If there be among you a poor 

| 


Gates, inthy Land, which the Lord thy Ged giv. 1,8, 
\&tbthee, thau ſhalt nit barden thy heart, nor ſhut 
«thine baud from thy poar Brother ;. but thou ſhalt 
oopen thine hand wide unto him, and ſhalr ſurely 
| 1Jnd.. bimr ſufficient for bis need, -in that which 


OR with 


mW t PHE Fourth Sin of Sodomiwas this, N:3- Profeſſors 
1: "ther did ſheſtrengthen the hand of the poor unmerci-' 


ge. $1 # ; Sat fulneſs. 
If J'ond needy: That is, they were unmerciful INES - 


mon, of -one of. thy Brethren, within any of thy T1. 5: 


ube, wamtejh, +/Q-! The poor we bave alwayes Lik.14.13. 


% 


vt 33, good, to thoſe who. are miſerable ? Such, | bi 


with w | But, s we make a Feaſt, doglivnſes 
call the poor Who invites the Gueſts thil@dhi 
Chrift hath bid for our Tables ? When 1call@el t 
fider how rare, B:wels of mercy and kindalſ;heir 

Col. 3+ 11, arc, it makes mefear (and I have Scriptuy of [c 
grounds for my. fcar) that few arc the Ell ou," 
of God, O hard-heartcd Profeſſours! þ 


230 


it”. 


10, 
| | Heil tis F 
Jam. 2.13: ye the Word of the Lord : He ſhall blaſyato 
judgement without mercy, that bath ſhewid nl wd1 
mercy, He hall have all judgement, pun}þadh 
judg:ment, without any mixtures of mercy[qnot 

unmixed wrath ſhall be his portion : Cheil this 

is fo relolved to puniſh the Ulamerciful, thy] | 

he will over-look any inner, rather than him;Þ po! 

yea, for the greater honour of the Juſtice of} 

Mat. 25 God, The Lord ſeems to begin and end th| 
4142206. preat Aſizes with the Arraignment and Sm | | 
Mart. 9. 36. tencing of the Unmierciful man. How few co 
| Paſſionate Profeſſowrs are there ? The prope, 
vital a& of Mercy , is Compaſſion. How 

few reſent the miſcries of others, as if they | pr 

Iuke 10: Were their own ? Him few ſet themſelves 06 


what-ever they pretend, are indeed unmet | fy 
.cifal; for Mercy is an a&ive, and a comm | þ 
 nicative thing, How few are merciſub | {i 
others Soulr ? How few pity and ſet thew- | b 
ſelves to help. finning Souls (but more of | 4 
this under another Head.) Hom few are mi | f 
ciful to the Bodies of others ? How many U& | 3 
there, that will not ſpare of their ſupertkur | } 
ties, 'to cloth Chrifts naked ſhoulders, or 10 | ' 
fill his hungry belly 2 Men lay out mote © | 

' - adorn a Cup-board, or the walls of 4" 5 | 


Du The for of Sodom finnd among, 239 


Wd his Scrvants, all cheir dayes ; Men can 
Md their Birds, their Catts, their Doggs;: 


i 


"ag Wwuſes, than ever they gave to Jcfus Chriſt, 
Ic, 

Rndwſ their Swine 3 but the Sucklings and Lambs 
prunJ of ſeſus Chrift periſh for want : Chriſt cells 

e 

Hol ths Friends, his Children, be counts as done 49+ , 

L biylynto himſelf; and belicve it; all che {cornes, 

ved af md neglects you have caft on, either, his Am- 

Putt þaſſadors, or poor Saints, he will remember, 

nercy mother day. Go to thy Cloſet, and carry 

Chrdſ his with thee, who ſo ftoppeth bis ear at the Prov. 21- 

, tht | oy of the poor , be alſo ſhall cry bimſelf, but 3: 

him; frall not be heard, If you give, to whom is 

ce off ir? Ts it not only to the poor of your own 

d th party ? But hath not the Lord charg-d you, 

Sev | 4 give to every man that asketh ? Hath he cx- Luke 6.30. 
cM | cepted any, but idlers? Are not you to dy» Gal, 6. 16, 
Pt, | god t0 all, though eſpecially to the Flowſhold of 

Ion | farh ? And among them, ſhould not your 

they | preateft charity have been ſee+forth on them, 

t0 | who arc become poor, not by vile courſes, 

i, | but by Gods Providence, and for Conſcience 

ne | fake? But alas! how few can appcal to the 

ms | heart-ſcarching God concerning their merct- 

"#9 } fulncfs > How few (if defirudtion from God 

e@- | deany tercour to chem) dare imprecate upon 

; of theinſelves, what Fob did in cafe of anmerci- 


as withheld the poor from their defire, or have cau- 17, 18,19, 
Mae fed the eyes of the Widow to fail, or bave eaten 29,21 223 
10 1 "my morſel my ſelf alone, and the Fathzrleft *3: 

0 | both not eaten thereof, &c. If T1 bave ſeen any 

ut ;: periſh for want of clothing, or any poor without 


coverings 


Wl you, what kindneſs you ſhew to his Spouſe, Marth. 25; 


w- | fulncs? How few dare ſay to God, If I have Job 31.16, 
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covering, &c. then let. mine. arm fal G 
Shoulder blade, | and Mme arm be broken ; - 
the bone. p-” | | 
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CHAP. XXV. 


\ Their unrighteouſneſs, or unfaithfulnj 
in Trading. * 


Profeſſors 
miſcarria- 


&S 1 
Trad ng _ be for a Lamentation.. 'Inſtead of giving to 
ference to Others that which is or own, we deny them 


Las ! Alas ! Inficad of Mercifulnek, Be 
hold Oppreſlion , * Violence | D:ceit, 


os and that which is their own: Inſtead of letting go 
lers. | 


our own right, and thoſe dues, which u 


anficad of giving, more of our own, to hel 
them in. their neceſſities ( which Mercy call 


for, even not only not to require, what other 
owe us, when Providence hath diſ-enibled, }. 


them to pay. us, but alſato give them, mor 


to ſupport their feeble ſtate withall ). behold | 
Injuſtice,, in propriety ..of ſpeech... . Whit 


defraudings is there one of another? How 


as to ſize on a. Mortgage; when. the Mort- 


. : : $ : " - x wo 
FS - »* a. 7 pp i Y - h, toy ky 4 F 


fend 


Fraud, &c. This is a Lamentation, and ſhould 


Juſtice others arc bound to pay unto us 3 ya, 


do men, not. only take. all advantages of 
their Brethren, to get what is duc-to..then, | 


the d 
adval 
over: 
their 
their 


\ 1: 
— 


YT: 
» - 
4 


iN 
> wv by 


: oy Their Truſtice. 
Framigl gage money cannot be paid , or to ſue a 
"6 P. or turn.a man out of his leaſe, when 
| the day of payment is miſt, &'c. but alfo take 
| advantage from the neceſſities of the poor to 
1,40 over-reach them, co gt from them, cither 
&8] their houſes or goods, to be fure what 15 not 
ROT their own ? Have not we grinded the faces of 
+ | the poor 2 God will reckon for this ſpeedily. 
| Look over the Prophets, and fee whether un- 
+; mercifulneſs and unrighteouſnels ever went 
+,{ vopuniſhed. | 
ww | How few are there who mere to others, as 
* | they would have them to meaſure to them- 
| ſcives? The rule of Chriſt, whereby peace 
- Famong men would be preferved, and much 
| Be- | ſcandal prevented, is not heeded by us. We 
-ccit, | 4. not » deal with oth:rs , as we would be dealt 


ould | 2b, though Chrilt ayes unto us, Al things qv. 1. - 
p to | mhaiſcever ye would that men ſhould ao unto Phil, 4. 8. 


hem | j1#;" do ye even ſo wnto,them ; for this is the 
p 80 | Law andthe Prophets , and though we arc al- 
| 1 | ſocxhorted by the Apofile to follow what 
yea, | ver things are #rae, and boneft, and juft, and 
help | fre, and lovely, We are apt to follow a mul- 
tude to do evil, what the greater part of the 
15 -| yorld are wont to do, is the rule whereby 

| veltecr; hence we vary from that rule of 


gl | id: ' through che prevalency of felf-love, 


| through a covetous humour, we are loth to 


cal 

er 

led, |. 

ore | Nghteouſneſs , which the Lord hath preſcri- 
old 

ine | 

ow | ited, what may any whit thwart a worldly 
of 
IT, 


p, | | How. common , bus: crrſed. a principle is it, 
xt- | thu: ey ery'man, may. got for bis wares; 45 much 
-B 58 ot As 


As to Sel- 
tzrs, felling 
for as muck 
As can be 


gots 


B42 "2" Injuſtice. 


as be can ? Hence men take advantage | 
others neceſſities, or of their want of $kill:| 
Hence bad wares are put into mens hands ſy 
good wares , or. elſe unreaſonable demany] 
are made'to the prejudice of the buyer; woul 
we be fo dealt with ? , 


Over- When men depend upon our honeſty al 
reaching ingenuity to (ell them a good penny worth, 
thoſe that nn EPs 

truſt. how common is \1t with a glavering tongue, and 


ſeeming affcRion to our Neighbours good, y 

over-reach him , and cheat him, though be 

Pofeth confidence in ? 

Asking How commonly do men demand. a far gran 

— ſum for their wares,than they will accept ? Here 

es fng by they (hew an oppreſling mind, if ther | 
Cuſtomers would but comply with them, The 

Duakers will riſe up in Judgement, to con- 

dcimn this generation, Is it nota foul ſhame, 

that they by their :ght within ( which atbel 

is bur, the light of a natural Conſcience) E 

ſhould exceed others, who pretend to un | 

bigher principle , even the light of Grace? le 

But O, how do men mind profit more tha | * 

their own bonour and reputation, yea ( which ſe 

15 more- inexcuſable ) than the reputation of 2 

Chriſt and bis Goſpel ? The name of God ſaf- | 

fers, notſo much when thou art rotten beart- t 

. ed inthy Cloſer, as it doth when thou art a | | 

Cheater in thy Shop ? But wo and alas! Meu l 

are fo ſet upon gain, that they can be' con- 

4 

{ 

| 


tented to be voiced for Cheats and Coule- 

ners, ſo they may but greaten their Eflates: | 

This is a ſalve for their foar : they cannot be 

ignorant how the Goſpel ſuffers, and = | 
| ma 


| Hath not Gol expreſly charged you, Lee no 


Their Injuſtice. 
many prejudices are firengthned in the hearts 


1] of wicked men againſt Religion, by obſerving 
Profeffors unreaſonable demands for their 
'Warcs, and yet they continue grievous ex- 


aters. | Is it not matter of lamentation, that 
ſome profeſs, they had rather deal with a 
Turk , or with a Few, than with ſuch and 
ſuch a Chriſtian ? And that they mect with 
fairer Quaiter from Drunkards, &c. 1n their 
Trades, than from Precifians ? By reaſon of 
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you tbe Name of God is blaſphemed among the Rom.2.24, 


Gentiles, Wherein doth your Ligbt ſhine be- 


foremen ? They cannot dive into your hearts, 


they can only diſcern your actions : They 
know not what your Love to God is, though 


you pretend tnuch to knowledge, yet know- 


ledge void of charity and honelly, 1s to them 
an abomination. | 


- How few trade in fear , left by getting an Not fear- 
Eftate, they loſe God, and @ good Conſcience ? porn 
When one told Latimer, That he was cou- . rugs 


{ened in paying for a Knife double to what it gains. 


was worth, N, ( faid he ) He batb not con- 
ſened me, but bis own Conſcience. No won- 
der that Tradeſmen complain of deadnchs in 
their Fatnilies and Cloſets, and impute it to 
their Callings, (C and thereby charge God 
implicitly ) Alas, it is not their Calling hath 
firaitned and deadned their hearts towards 
God ; but their opprefſion and deceit in their 
bulineſſes , hath provoked God to leave 
them ; and then they are, in the buſineſs of 
God, like a filly Dove , without an heart. 


man 


Ingroſling 
a:] Irade. 


mag oof How do men boaſt of their ſelling their Con- 


dear, 


Lo:h to 
make Re« 
ſtitution. 


. Nehem. sg. 


12, 13, 


,you would hardly ay. Amen, and praiſe the 
| | Wha 


Their Injuſtice, 


man go beyond, or over-reach another in | 


thee, in the firaitneſs of thy Spirit in Dy 

-ties, and without Repentance- it will (|. 
low thee, till it hath laid thee in the Pits 
' Hell. 

How do men labour to ingroſs all Trade »; 
themſclves, by exclaiming againſt their Neigh 
bours, and by «nder-ſeling then, at one time, 
that they may engage the Buyer to become 
their Cuſtomer, of whom they will ſure 
fetch out their penny-worths, in the next 
bargain that is driven ? :Þ 


modities at ſach and ſuch Rates, though their 
Confciences muſt needs fuggeft to them, that 
they have over-fold them, and therein have 


declined the rules of moderation and righte-- 
_ ouſneſs? 


When you have (cll:d too dear, and (6 
cheatcd your Brother, though Conſcience, 
in times of ticknefs and danger, begins to 
contend with you about it, yet how hath are 
you t0 make reſtitution ſor the wrong you bave 
. offered How unlike are you to them in N- 
bemiah ? Tben ſaid they, We will reſtore them, 
and will require nothing of them; ſo will we « 
as tho ſayeſt. If a Nehemiah ſhould fay, So 


God ſpake out every man from bis bouſe, and 


from bis labour , that performeth not this pro- 
miſe, even thus be be ſhaken out and emptits, 


Lord. 


\ 


# 


- matter , becauſe that the Lord is the Avenyy 
-of all juch ? The vengeance of God is upm 


toa man, but afterwards his mouth ſhall be filed 


| 9 them that ſie death : 
v. 
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* When men buy a Commodity , how apt are As to 
they to diſcommend it , t5 bring down the —_— 
orice, £0 ſay, Je 55 naught , when all the |. 52. 
while they know it is offered on eatie terms ? naught, 
fow do Buyers take the Advantage of the 
Geller's Ignorance. of the worth of his own 
Goods ?- There 1s a curſed Proverb amongſt - 
Englſþ-men , but in too great requeſt, That a 
man may not only ſell 2s dtar, but buy as 
cheap as be can. Few like Auſtin, that bought 
a Book , at an unskilful Sz2tzoners hands, 
for an inconfiderable price , and afterwards 


gave the value of it. Bread of deceit is ſweet Proy, 29. 


I7. 


with gravel, 

How often do Buyers ( even as Scllers often 
ſay; they will not, they cannot. take a penny 
leſs for fuch a Commodity, fo ) anſwer, 
that they will not give a farthing more, for 
what they have cheapned , end yet all the 
while int:nd to come up to the Seller's 
price ? | 

How common is it , for men to take up Failing ar 
Wares, and to promiſe payment at ſuch a day, the day of 
and yet fail ? Yea, how do they promiſe, PYTM 
though they know they ſhall not be able'to 


Sayings 
They will 
give no 
more, an4l 


yct do, 


beas goodas their word? It were better for 


thee to begg thy bread , than thus to fieal 
from thy Neighbour. Thou art «ſhamed to 
begs, as he of old ; thou ſhouldki be aſhamed 
much more to do worſe, viz. to defraud 
thy Neighbour. The getting of treaſures by 
a lying tongue , is a vanity , toſſed to and fro 
It is a thing very 
Q 3  fre> 


Proy.z I 6. 
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'As to 
Buyers 
and Sel- 
lers borlt. 


x Pet. 1.15: 


With re- 
ference tos 
the King, 
Stealing 
Cuſtoms. 


Confide- 
rations 


againſt lt, 


Their Injuſtice. 
frequent, toſſed to and fro, but it is 4 Vanih, 
and they that uſe it are Felones de ſe, they 
but ſeek death and defiruRtion by it. 

How few are there, that in their buying and ſe. 
ling, give a proof of their loving their Neighbour 
as themſelves, their Netghbours goods and wel. 
farc as their own ? 

* ©, When will ye be boly in all many 
* of converſation ? Holy in your Trades, x 
well as in your Church-Aſſemblies ? Ho 
*in the Shop, and in all ſecxlar employment; ? 
© So holy, as to abide with God in your Gu 
* ling 7 When will yt trade for God, 14 
* ther than for Self ? When will ye lobow 
* with your bands, that ye may be able to give, 
< and not only to receive? When will ye 
* trade in fear, and bein the fear of the Lord 
* ll the day; and that, left your Shop ſhould 


© prove your bane; and whilſt ſeeking alter - 


* the Mammon of this life, ye loſe the tru 
* Sxubftance ? Is this thy Prayer before thou 
* enterelt upon thy . Calling ? ( © that it 
* were! ) Lord help me to trade for thr, 
« whilt for my ſelf; and for the goodof m 
« Neighbours Soul, Body, Goods, as well a 
©« for my own. 

How few , ameng a/l the ſeveral ſorts of 
Traders , render to Celar the things that are 
Czlar's ? Hieyom long fince hath told you, 
That Ceſar is not Proper, but Appelative, 
All the Emperours were called Ceſars, from 
Fulins Ceſar. | 

How can you- quiet your Conſciences to 
ſical Cuſtom, as many of you do ? Yhbati, 
o 


Their Tnjuſtice. 
it, ſave the Law, that gives you right t0 all 
have ? And by the Law, ſo much of your 
Goods 15 the King's : ft is alicnated from you 


to bis Crowp and Revenue : How dare you 
cheat him ? Should you think it hard meaſure 
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copay fo great a tribute ? Have you forgot \, , 


what Chriſt ( who came under the Law ) did ? 


24125, 26g 


Though tribute was exacted of him, when 27. 


the Children were free, yet he would work a 
Miracle, rather than give offence , in deny- 
ing to pay the Fine, that was impoſed on 
him, HFby do ye nt take the ſafeſt courſe, if 
it be a diſputable matter 2 To be ſure you will 
not give offence to God, tothe Ring, to your 
Conſcience, by paying Cuftoms 3 but you 
may. to all by defrauding, Do you herein as 
you wonld be dealt with ? If you were the 
Head, would you have the inferiour Mem- 
bers impoveriſh the Head ? If you were the 
Political Father, would you have your Chz!- 
dren cheat you ? Do not you by bribes and 


otherwiſe, temps 1he Kings Officers to be falſe 


to #beir truſt, and to damn their Souls by per- 
jury and treachery ? 

Laſtly, Conſider, that ſelf-love, and ſelf- 
intereſt axe prevalent, as to make you to fa- 
wir and enrich your ſelves, ſo alſo to bribe your 
minds and judgements, and to enſlave them to 
your baſe paſſims, -O, Conflider how apt is 
every one un&Qually to favour himlelf, and 
to fuck in any corrupt and abſurd reaſonings, 
whereby he may greaten himſelf, though by 
the ruine of others? If you fay ( as they of 
the Silver-ſhrines, This brings in our gain ) 

Q 4 We 


AQ.19.20. 


Iſa; 23, 18, 


Their 
Ly ing. 


V. Patricks 
Epitome 
of Mans 
Duty. 

P. 45> | 
$6. 


preſerve the Life of our Neighbour, and -to 
have a carc, that we injure him not 1n his 
being: In reference to the ſeventh, it 1s fo 
pieſerye his juſt Relations, and not touch 


| Their Injuſtice. 
We cannot ſubfift without ficaling Cy, 


fioms : How el{&-cin we live? A Fathy h 


will tell you, Indigna VaX Chriftians, Cc, 
Tt ill becomes a Chriſtians mouthy.co ask, Hip 


(hall T live ? Not one that Chrift calted 6} 


forſake Trades and Profeſſions, did ever u. 
fwer him, I mull not give over my gain; 
They only reformed , or reiinquifeed their 
Trades, when Chriſt called them. Till you 
can relinquiſh unlawful gains, you arenone 
of Chriſts' Ditciples. Thoſe in the AG, 
that burnt their unlawful Books, to the lolsdf 
thouſands , ſhewed themſelves true Con- 
verts, ſo mightily grew the Word and prevail: 
ed, O! When Tyre ſhall be converted, 
her trading and dealings ſhal) be facred, He 
merchandiſe, and ber bire ſhall be bolineſs to the 
Lord. | 

Here give me leave to add the Sin of Ly: 
ing, too too common among, all forts «| 
Traders, as well as others. And truly this 
Sin comes not improperly under the Head of 
Injuftice. Fuftics, even when it is not ti- 
ken moſt largely, (fo it is taken for all Reli- 
gion ) comprehends our whole duty to our 
Neighbour, as to matters of right ; Thus, 
by. vertue of the fifch Commandment, to 
do juſtly, 1s to give our Parents their duc ho- 
nour, - whether they be Natzral , Civil, or 
Spiritual ; In reſpe& of the ſixth, it is to 


them, 


Their Tnjuſtice. 
hem, or cauſe the violation of their faith to 
tim; in reference to the eighth, it 1s to 


ſerve his cliate, and not meddle with his 
ods ; the ninth requires that we prelerve 


his good name, and not defame him, nor do 


ny prejudice to his credit, no more than we 
would to his eſtate : and by vertue of the 
tnth, we arc to moderate our very delires, fo 
45 not' to envy him that which is his, norto 
bing to have it in our poſſ:ſſlion. To be ſure 
there is' righteouſnels to be looked after in 
words and expreſſions, as well as in dreds'and 
;Rions. But alas ! Fw doth the fin of lying 
abound among us ? ( And no wonder when 
Perjury is fo common a fin) for this God 
hath a controverfie with the Land. 1s there 
not need to take heed every one of bis Netgh- 
tour, and not to truſt in any Brother ? wil not 
every one deceive bis Neighbotr, and mot 
freak the truth ? Have not they taught their 
tmpue to ſpeak lies ? If you are not connrning- 
hars, or falſe- witneſſ-lzers, yet' are you not 
ringe>hars © Do you not upon every petty 
diff.rence ſpeak of one another ye care» not 
what ? do ye not fpread lying defamati- 
ons? I heard the defamjug of many ——— re- 
fort ſay they, and ve will report. Is not the 
fawning-Iyar common among us ? Their words 
are the wo:ds of Facob, bur their hands arc 
the hands of Eſa. 


brarts : their words are ſofter than ojl; yet are 


they drann ſwords : there 1s no falthſulneſs in 
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Hoſ.4. T,2» 


Jer.9.4, 5. 


Jer. 20. 10. 


The words of their mouths Pſal.55.21, 
| 7 ſmoother than butter, but warr is in their- 


there muith, thiir throat is an open ſepulcber. 
| Upon 


*%. 


E 


won actget - 


Hoſ. 7-3. 


Job 13. 7. 


Conſidera- 


EF nn | Their Injuſlice. | 


Upon this occaſion give me leave to uſe 0yl,..., 
vid's Prayer, Help Lord, for the god nal 
ceaſeth, for the faithful fail from among | he f 
Children of mn. Why , wherein conk[, 
their ungodlinefs ? th:y ſpeak vanity every mn 
with bis Neighbour : with flattering lips, of 
with a dowble heart do they ſpeak, Is there ug 
allo many a News-telling lyar among w} 
They bclieve in their Conſciences, that it x], 
falſe, what they rclate; and yet, to pronu |; 
an intereſt, or to make hearts glad with hy, 
they will ſpread that winch is falſe. Hoy 
many officious lyars have we, who tell ha |. 
for ſome good end (5 they think ? The |; 
higheſt end is Gods gizry ; but will ye fuk pre 
wickgdly fv God, and talk, deceitfully for bim? | ©; 
The Vulgur reads the T:x', Numquid Du | g, 
indiget veftro mendacio ? It contains a truth, | j,, 
though not the ſenſe of the place: Wha! |, 
bath God need of your he ? It is 3 diſhonour to 
God to be thus helped. And if we muſinot 
ſpeak evil, that good miy come to God, ſure 
then we may not (what:ver the Roman Do- : 
Cours teach us ſpeak evil, that good may come 
#0 our ſelves. 
How can you think you are Gods Chil 
dren? God engageth himſelf for his peop!, 
that ſurely they will not lys, ſwrely they are ny 
people, children that will not lye. Aujtin long 
ago gave his judgement. concerning lylsg, 
that a man muſt not tell a lye to ſave the whil 
world : if it were (faith he) to ſave 2by Father 
or thy Mother ont of Hell, if poſſibly it could 


-_ 


be, thou muſt nt tell a lye, or if it wereto ſav's | | 


Kingdom | 


F 


dy » 


Thet# Covetouſneſs. 


ule Ds Lingdom from deftruftion : And yet to gain a 
ite mirth, or to gain a penny, or toprevent 


og 


[among the ſever: things that arc an abomination 


the frowns of a Superiour, ' how do ſome 
hah their tongizes #0 the ? Not confidering, that 


whe Lord, lying 1s one, yea, ( as one ob- 
lerves) he repeats lying twice, though under (c- 


'| eral names-: that all hers ſhall bave their por- 


ton in the burning lake : that hercin tbey are 
like unto the Devil, who 3s the Father of lyes, and 
moſt unlike unto God, who canner lhe. O then! 
jut away lying, and ſpeak the truth ; away with 
mental reſervations, and Jcſuitical zquivoca- 
tion* Let thy tongue be che faithful inter- 
preter of. thy heart. Be faithful in your pro- 
miſes and engagements, be not yea and nay. 
Remember Crcero the Heathen's ſaying : None 
but the moſt villanous will deceive bim, who had 


* | been ſafe, if he bad not truſted. 
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CHAP. XXVI. 
Their Covetouſneſs. 


TF there be much runrighteouſneſi, no 


the 


Proy.6.17, 


Rev. 21.8. 
Tits FT: To 


Eph, 4. 25« 


Profeflours. 


Z wonder that there is alſo much coverouſneſs Covetoul- 
that muſt not be forgot, when we remem- ** 
ber the evil of our wayes, Covctouſnefs is, 


F; 


-" 202. 
1 Tim. 6. the (ced of: all unrighteouſneſs, the root of q 


IO, 


V. #:lls on 
Mich. 6, 8. 


P. 18. 


Mat. 21.39, ſeize on his inheritance. 


Eccleſ'6.2. Solomon calls it an evil diſeaſe. *Tis called 


Proy. 30. 
Is. 


Their Covetouſneſs. 


evil. It was Fezabels covetouſneſs that my, 
her unjuſily deprive Nbotb of his Vineyu 


Superos, Acheronta movebo, If 1 cannot pts 
vail with Heaven, I will to Hell, for a 
Eſtate is the voice of covetouſneſs : yu 
( which: is more ſadly to be confiderd) 
this 1s that which will put men, not only up. 
on juſtice to others, but to God hbimfe; 
it will make them offer violence to R4j 
gzon, to Divine bonzur, and whatever is (4 
cred in the world, all theſe ſhall be proftitu- 
ted to ferve the ends of covetoulne(s, Thit 
man will flick at no abuſe of God, whole 
God is his gain. Row notorious was that 
of one of the holy fathers of Rome, a Pops, 
O quantas divitias peperjt hec fabula Chriſti! 
O how gainful unto us hath been the 
fable of Chrit !/ And is not covetouſnels 
and carthly mindedneſs an Epidemical lin? 


by one Axrugo, the yellow jaundiſ, 
which makes the ſick p:rfon look yellow 
all over. This is the Grave which never 
faith, it is enzgh, but like Solomons Horle- 
leech 1t cries -give, give. - O ! what bound- 
leſs appetites have many, who can neither 
uſc what. they have, nor put a period to 
what they detire : as in the Sea one wave 


riſeth above another, ſo hzre every defire 
of having is out-gone by a new deſire of 
_ getting. 


Are 


This is the heir, come (it Wu kill bim, ol 
Fl. dere fi IeQun 
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meet * 
how | 
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are yo 
how | 
the be 
d.w 
mn Ch 
ane 
even c 
and h 
God 
get m 
conk( 
yea * 
bave 
but 1 
How 


f'd 
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Are not your great cares for 'riches ? Do not Evidenced 


hes thus run out, O ! how ſhall I in ſeveral | 
c, particulars. 


thrive more in the world, get more eſiat 
culome ? but not, O! how ſhall I get the 
tvour of God, the pardon of my fins, and 
vitory over my luſts ? how anxious and fol- 
licitous are -you, every day for the world, 
bat how flat in your coming to have the 
Image of God renewed ? How dejeded are you 
when you miſi of a good bargain ? or when you 
meet with ſome loſs by Sea or Land ? But 
how little troubled if you loſe an opportunity 
of communion with the Lord ? How joyous 
are you when 2 little of the world comes in ? but 
how little pleas'd with the galeriesr, wherein 
the beloved may be held ? How are men pleaf- 
d with the carth, but find no more relliſh 
mn Chriſt and his wayes, than in the white of 
ancege ? I/bat great journeys bave you taken, 
ren compaſſed $ca and Land, to gain riches ? 
and hardly can go a mile or two to meet with 
God ? How # every opportunity laid hold of #0 
get more to the heap ? But do not you remain 
contented, with the leaf meaſures of grace, 
yea with formewhat below grace ? How ofs 
bave you left your meat t0 ſerve a Cuſtomer ? 


but when ſo, to ſerve the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ? 


How few defign for riches, as a means to carry 
them to a farther end? They ſhould be but as 


the rounds of a Ladder, not to fiand upon, 
but:thereby to aſcend higher, even to glory, 


and to the new Hieruſalem : But alas ! few 


defire the world in ſubordination-to God, and 


| a means to glozxifie God 3 but the more 


they 


Their Covetonſueſs, 
they love the World, the If God is low 


and the more their defires are carried out 
ter riches, the leflafter God, How few yy 


\ ſee earthly things in obedience to Gods (d i 


Pfal. 4. 6; 


Note, ' 


Amos $. 5. 


Col. 3. 5. 


Covetouſneſi. | 


How many out of a defire of filthy lu} 
How few ſeek tbe World with an bol ind 
rency f Row few reſerve their zeal, and hy. 
ecft endeavours , for heavenly things ? 1; 
not the general cry, Pho will ſhw u © 
good ? We need no proof of this, there us 
inſtances every where. How, for the 
-#ing of a penny, will ſome debarr themſelve 
Ordinances ? Is it not a ſufficient excuſe with 
ſome, for not attending on the Worſhip « 
' God, that they met with a Cuftomer, thi 


kept them from the Ordinance ? Doth mt th| 


Clock, ſtrike t00 faſt, whileſt tho art ſelling 


edvantage ? Doth not time run away took? | - 
Doſt thou not wiſh thou could with Fo | 
cauſe the Sun to ftand flill on a Markct:diy, 


or on a Fair-day, when trading is quick? 


But O ! The Scxton is blamed for ſuffering 


the Clock to ſtand till on a Sabbath day, and 
when thou art in the Worſhip of God, 0! 
When will the Sabbath be gone 2 When wil 
the Duty bz over, that we may fell? Hw 
many Hypoeritical out-cries are there againſ 
the World? O ! Iteats up my time: O! I 
eats up my ſpirits; It robs me of communion 
with God : We ſay itis an Enemy, and yet 
we can boſome this Snake, lodge this En: 
my, that God would have us to kill. Mortiift 


* Za 
__ 
q «> fd. 
2 } 


How 
yetouſi on 
words 
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How oft bath God charged thee againſt Co- Conlideras 
miouſneſt ? Take beed and beware of it ; Two 915 to 


words to the ſame purpoſe, all little enough 


—_ 
- the heart 
' totake thee off from earthly purſuits, How &om Co- 


| gpporently bath God with-drawn from thee, vetouſnefs. 


ever ſince thou waft taken with this Dalilab ? Luk. 12. 
Hw bardly art tho pull'd out of the deep pit, *** 


and miry clay, to Duty, much more to God ? 
And wilt thou be rich ? Art thou reſolved to 
run into the bryars ? Then farewell to thee, 


ogon'y in time, but to eternity. How many pac. 1;. 


conAflions and impreſſions of tbe bleſſed Spirit 23. 


have your worldly cares choaked £ How have 
your inordinate defires of riches puzled your 
Souls, and diverted them from minding and 


improving the counſels of God and Conſct- 


ence ? But O ! How wnreaſonable are earthly 
proſecutions in this day of Gods wrath, When 
God is'plucking up by the roots, now to be 


ſeeking great things for our ſelves, to have 


Barack's ſore running on us, this makes us 
the more inexcuſable tinners. This is alto- 
gether unſcaſonsble, this is no time for 1t, 
this is ignoblc, yea baſe. O that we weae 
alhamed of it ! We ſay, The laft dayes are 
perilous dayes , we pretend to expe the Croft, 
and is this good preparation for the Croſs of 
Chriſt, to Joad our felves with thick clay, to 
erack our Conſciences, and thereby to incurr 
Gods farther diſpleaſure ? How wnlike art 
thou to the primitive Converts ? Paul, when 


, converted, counts all things but dung in com- 


pariſon of Chrift, And Zacheur no ſooner 
had a work of grace begun upon him, but 
| down 


Jer. 4Þ «lr. 


Phil.3.& 


4 6. 
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Luk. 19.8. my goods 1 give to the poor , and if Thy 


' there 'is an inconliſtency between loving th 
1 Joh.z.15, Father, and the World ; and that Whuſmg 
1 Joh, 5.4. is born of God, overcometh the World : By 


Haz. 1.2, lected Gods tbouſe, and ſaid, The time-is mt 


\ drink, and be that earneth wages, earmith 


Their Covetouſneſs. | 


down went the World, faſter than evtr j| Chriftiar 


went up : He parts from riches with mg 
freedom than he ſought them : The balſ{ 


wronged any .man, ' 1 will reſtore four-fall 
Fohn, the bcloved Difciple, affirms, Thy 


alas! Our hearts are as Citics without wilh 
the World hath a thorow-fare in them 
may come and go without any Paſs 
Heaven. How hath Gud put a remark of bi 
ſore diſpleaſure upon our worldly endeavours ) 
We have, to dwell in our cieled bouſes, neg; 


come for thz building the waſte places, for the 
rettoring the Worſhip of God, for the build: 
ing of the boſe of God, and how hath God 


cauſcd many of us to vomit up our {weet | hi 


morſels, which we rolled. under our tongues? 
O ! Conſider ycur wayes : Te bave ſowen much, 
and bring in little , ye eat, but bave not 
enough ; ye drink,, but ye are not filled with 


wages to put it into a bagg with boles, How 
bath this Sin deadned yeu to all the Worſhip o 
God ? How , by the interpolicion of this 
&ark body of the Earth, hath the light of 
Heaven, yea the light of Gods countenance, 
been. darkned ? and how hath thy Soul been 
b:nighted and clouded ? They ſay, 111 
Knife be put into the Earth, it will loſe 1ts 
edge: I am fure off this experiment, That 
Chriſtians, 


=_y | 
' Bn | 


k 


* Their Covetonſheſs. 
Chriſtians, who were once lively and aQive 
for God, yer by engaging their hearts to the 


0 
f{| World, they have loft their zeal, their keen= 


nels, and their luſtre, which once they had. 
When thou haft gained time from thy buſi- 
ack to think of God, and to diſcharge duty, 
haſt not thou mils'd i heari? haſt not thou 
lt and loft it in; the crowd ? How doſt thou 
diheſe thy felf bereby? The curſe of Cham 1s 

thee, 4 ſervant of ſervants thin art, 4 
ſlave to that which thou ſhould rule over ; 
God did not give thee a rcafonable ſoul, that 
thou ſhould chooſe the Serpents curſe, to 
crawl! and: life upon. the Earth. ©, What 


+ | fardid praQtices have fome Roop'd unto, for 


the (getting this Worlds riches ? Abeb, to 
a few handfulls of earth, dares walk 
to it through Naborb's bowels.  Fudas, to 
tthirty Picces, will venture co betray 
his Loed, and the Lord of Heaven and Earth. 


| ©, tremble ro think: what fad «ffs your 


Covetoulnels may have upon you before you 
dye. Demos left Chrift, loft his Soul, ſhip- 
wreck'd his faith, and all toembrace 2his pre- 


| bevich, . ſhalt thou be innocent ? - Whether thou 
place thy confidence and hope in thy gold, or 
in's golden calf, 'thou. art guilty 'of Idelatry, 
o beving other Gods beſides the true God, 


ud God uſually gives np foch men unto 
'F. 9% "FI Tr makes me fear you 


the paddle of 


ſent evil world. And if thou make baſte to ? 


md fo dofi as highly. offend the truc God: | 


have x02 1g =p nd wpper ſprings,” becauſe 
World - Qill ſweet to your | 


talte; | 
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Zuk.s. 39. taſte. 'No' man ( faith Chrilt ) boving draj 
old wine , ftraightway defireth new , fy 
faith, the old is better, If you had taſted 
the joy, peace , mercy, and comforts 
Chrift, your earthly comforts wauld'be di 

Gil.6.14. TEliſhed :- If you , did glory in the 'Criſt 

E Chriſt, the World would be crucified to yu, 

| "  @nd you wnto the World. The (weetneds of 

Pſal. 84. Chrift would drown all Creature-fweetnc, 

_ But alas! To which of us, 5s one day in Gu 
Courts better than a thouſand elſe-whin? 
Auſtin (aid, If one drop of the joyes of Heam 
might fall into Hell, it would drown all th 
bitterneſs of Hell : So would it drown allbit 
terneſs in the Soul, and all the (weetnels'in 
the. world. Worldly comforts - would be 
to00- courſe, too flat,” too low to recreatt 
your hearts. | Did ye but know the honey and 

"milk of Canaan, . ye. wouldinot:ſo much mind 

Mar.6. 24» the Onyons of Egypt: No man can ſerve two 
Maſters t ' for either be will hate the. one,: ant 
love the other or be will cleave to the one; and 


deſpiſe the other. ; ye cannot ſerve God. and | 


Mammon, O, What a furpaſſing indignity i 
$i terra, this #0 Chriſt, to: ſet bim.below the foot ftol, 
«7.4 ten# to value thitty. Pieces of Silver before him, 
Aug. to prefer Earth before. Heaven , 'preſent 
-*.: things beforefucure;: that the love of God, 

the recompence of. reward, - ſhall not ye 

nearer the heart, than the treaſures of Egypt * 

O, What a miſerable life d:ft. thou live 3: This 

. Sin brings an Hell with it; chou art the De- 

1 Tip. .9- vils Martyr.- They that will be rich, fall imo 


temptation, and a ſnare, 'end-into many {of 


Wn. SW > 2 
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a hurtful laſts, which drown men in  deftru- 
dion and perdition., Thou enjojeft neither 
6d, nor the World: Thy only happineſs is a 


faxcy : And this is thy: great miſcry , that 


didu till defireſt that which will never fatisfic 

thy defizes 3 The more thou: baſt of the 

World the more ,thou wanteſt: the more 

thou drinkeft, ,. the more thou thirfteſt : 

Dropſie is upon thee, and thou knoweſt i 

fot. Diſcontent is alwayes the Companion Sp: 

of Covetouſnels, Let your converſation be' ©9245 
without covetouſneſr: and be content with ſuch Ns wee mf 
things as you bave. Why wilt thous ſet thine Prov.23.5. 
Vial rap that which is nos ? Grace and Godli- Chap.$.21, 
nels's ſubſtance ; Why, with, Eſop's Dogg, 

wilt tho let, g6 the ſubſtance for a ſhadow ? 

The things of the World atc fancies , the 

chings of God realities. What good is there to | 
the Owners of riches, ſaving the beholding them Eccle\. 5.8 
with their" eyes ? Do not you all this while bear - 
falſe witn-ſ7 "againſt Gerd; ' Do not. you pro- 


Gaim to the World, that God is not enough 
' to” anlwey, to fill your deſires, and that 


therefore 'you (go out after the Creature ? 
I'it nothing to you, to call God, who. is al- 
ſufficient , who-is a fountain of living Water, 


«t barren, Wilderneſs ? Be aftoniſked, O ye 


Heavens , at this, and be horribly afraid, be Jer. 2.13; 
yt" very” deſolate, ſaith tbe Lord ; for my peo 732 57: 
le have committed two evils ; they bave for- 
Files me , the ſoumain of ttving waters, and 
bewed them owt cifterns , | broken cifterns,, 
that" can bold no water. O Generation, fee ye 
*h Ward of the Lord'; Have bien a Wit-. 

R 2 dernefl 


am, 4 4. you accordingly. God cxpes that bis bregy || 
FOV5-19+ fhowld ſatisfie you, and that you be alwayes re 


| Their Conetonſneſs.. 
derneſi unto Iſrael ? @ Land of Darkp} 

Wherefore ſay my people, We are Lords, m 

will come no more nnto thee ? Hereby you bruj 


the conjugsl Relation: God looks on you g 
Adulterers and Adwhereſſes, and will judg; 


viſhed with bis love: and dare you tell the 
World, that your God hath deceived you? 
and that you were miſtaken in your choice of 
God ? and therefore after other Lovers you 
will go? No wonder, that for the iniquiy 


Tha. 57. 17. of our covetoufneſs , God be wrath, and [mike [5 


Mar. 25. 5. ' muft for one, for 8wo, for ten talents : the 


Phil. 4. 5. O that our moderation were known to allmen, 


ws, Wearc greedy of more, but what bax 
we done with ctr former talents * Account we 


more we have, the greater fiill will be out 
account. There is a reckoning day at hand. 


becauſe the Lord is at hand. If thou. art not 
fincere, | atn as (ſurc as this Book is in thy 
hard , thou wilt curſe the time that ever 


thou hadſi an Eftate, and wilt with thou hadft no | 


been « Beggar , for then thou hadſi not fa 
much to; anſwer for before God. It is cer; \. 
tain ( though ſome doubt it ) tbat thowſholt 


i Tim-6.7. carry none of thy eftate away witb thee, nothing, 


is to. be carryed away, fave guilt, to Hell; 
in caſe of mFimprovement of an Eftate; yea, 
if you have not rendred 'unto God ory 
80 what you bave Yeceived, the heaping, up 0i 
wealth, 1s but che charging of thy account : 
thou muſt account, how thou haſt disburſed 
to a farthing: 1 will ſuppoſe thau hiſt ( by 


neg* } 


Their Covetouſhreſs. 


negleQs of thy getieral Catling, and by riſing 


up carly , and lifting up late) gained an 
late, thou mayeft put all tby gain in thine 


| of, and never ſee the worſe. What will chy 
' | fate advantage thee, when the Arrows of 


the Lord enter into thy Soul? What will the 


| World advantage thee , when the Gout, 
* | Feaver!, burning Pcftilence, &c. are upon 


thee 2 Whar, -hafſt thou got only that which 
my land with Gods cternal hatred ? Never 
tonnt thy gains, till thou haft got that which 
$inconfittent with Gods wrath, What haſ 


[thou got, above thac which God throweth 


tato the Doggs z Shew me Childrens bread, 
dt never boaſt of thy gains. Did you ever 
fad any Child of God worſe for affiiions ? 


but have you not found many worſe for their Deur. 33. 
brivings in the World ? Jeſhurun' waxed far, *5- 


ind kicked. Whilſt you have Bonds and 


bills upon others, do not you run info at- . 


kirs unto God ? And how will you difcharge 
thoſe Suits- , which God will commence 
iguiiſt you ? J/hen you lye a dying, wil ye not 
vſ, that yort time, your flrength, youy ſpi- 
fis, bad been powred forth #pon better thiehe, 
ban thoſe of this life ? That you hd traded 
If Grace and Glory , rather than for the 
Gold of Ophir, for a little gile Clay? O ye 
feat Projetots ſor the World, 1 do even 
bty-ſee the troubles and hortors , the 
bubts and fears, the anguiſh and atnaze- 
nts of your Souls, which your imcertain= 
s, 35 $0 your future eftate, will put you 


{, in your dying Rooms, How will you 
| R 3 take 
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Prov. 11.4. 


(ake upuch language 2s this; ©, Foolthyl 
* © was, tocumber my ſelf about many thug, 


Pſal. 69.6. 


ſad, when the Sting of Death, and the Wan 


Li 


., might have ſerved for eternal Life , than you 
. have beſtowed for temporal Goods. Thi 


Their- C ovetouſneſſ; 


** and negle& the one thing necefſary } Fg 
© that I was, to fet my thoughts and aff & 
** ons on things below, (none of which ny 
** give me a drop of water to cool my torigue) 
and iq negleR_. the things above! O, I(i 
© had never. heard of: Chriſt and Glory, l 
** had been more excuſable for my . earthly 
.* prolings. O, Hw have I- diſquieted,m 
* ſelf in vain? 1. have heaped up richts, ad 
© know not who ſhall gather them, Had I ben 
© as faithful ro Chrift, as I was to Mammn, 
& O, with what joy, might I, have remored 
«© hence ? What abundant entrance into the 
'© everlaſting Kingdom might T1 have hid! 
O, Labour to prevent the horrors of Death, 
and the gnawing Worm of Conſcience. Iti 


Conſcience , bite the man together. Rich 
avail—not in the day of wrath : but righteuſnſ 
delivereth from death. Believe it, it will cut 
you to the heart, to think , that leſs pan) 


Plagne attends the covetows man , the mort ht 


defires, and beaps up, the leſs be is deſirid, | 


and the leſs be is lamented when be dyes. it 
is like a Swine, that is good for nothing, 
whilft he is alive; not good to bear and cn), 


a5 the Hire; nor to draw, as the Ox no 
to cloath, 2S the Sbeep 3 'nor' to give milk, 


as the Cow; nor to keep the bouſe, a8 tht 


D'gg > but.ad folem mortem nutrimnr, fe 
5 63 Bras Hoa » 4 b - 7 | 


pl . 


_ onhy] - 


Their Envy. - 


byt when he is dead, his riches come to be 


oply to the ſlaughter :. So the covetous man 
doth no good with his riches whilſt he liveth+ | 


263: | 


hiſpoled of. The riches of a ſinner are laid up Prov. 13. 
for the juſt. How can you chooſe butt tremble 2* 


gt Booms-day ? You cannot defire the _come- 
ing of Chriſt. ; If che Church crycs , Come 
Lird Feſis , come quickly , you cannot joyn 
in that Prayer, for that your hearts arc glued 


'| to this preſent World ; You prefer Paris 


b:fore Paradiſe, It is to the Saints lo's, to 
be kept ſo long from Heaven ; but you count 
it not ſo, You cannot ſay, Thy Kingdom 


come, What will youdo in that day, when 
Jallche Eftateand Friends of Dives cannot re- 


eve with a drop of cold water? Riches are 
like bryars and thorns, good to ſtop gaps, 
but not to Jay #n owr beds, and ſet our bearts 
upon, left we the down in - ſorrow. Few re- 
member the Devils offer, ( All theſe things 
will I give thee, is the loft temptation that old 
Profeſſors arc baited with, ) Take beed there- 
fore and beware of Covetouſneſi. 


PP RANS EEC ES COINS 


..CHAP. XXVII. 
| | Their Envy, 


DNV. is a Sin-(cldom confeſſed , but Procior 
4 yet much diffaſed among Profefſors. 5.177 , c, 


lhe Spirit that daaleth in us, lufteth to Enzy. 
w; R 4 And 


© * tis, for what we have. ' If you have notlo 


Their Envy. 

| Atd indced Covetonſneſs and Envy are new 
aſunder : they arcfins againſi the ſame com- 
mand : Such as long, that what is thei 
Neighbours , ſhould be theirs , envy 4 
him chat which is his: and ſuch as envy t. 
him that which is his, long to have it toke 


theirs. How defirous :are Profeffors & | it 


. graſp all to themſelves ? -And therefore hoy 


apt are the very beſt to be envious at tht | 


power, greatneſs ; riches, if not goodnel 


of others ? Doth not the experience thatyou | 


have of your own hearts ( if you be nd 
firangers at home ) teftifie, that this Spirit 
is ſtirring and aRing in you ? The pooreny 
the rich, the baſe che honourable, as if they. 
had the leſs, becauſe others have fo much. 
Some think that this was the fin that threw 
down the Angels from Heaven, that they 
envyed Adams glory , in that he was made 
after Gods image, and that they relinquiſhed 
their glory to diveſt Adam of his ; To be 
ſure, ehe Devil was reſileſs, till he had im- 
plunged Adam in the fame fin and miſery, 
that he was brought into. Sure, maligning 
the proſperity of others , is not from the 
Spirit of God. He that giveth freely to all, 
would not have us to.envy thoſe, to whom 
he- gives more freely, than to our ſelves 
and he that giveth us morc , doth not envy 


much as others, it is becauſe you arc unfit 
to tective,, not becauſe God is unwilling to 
._ give. Donor we ſee how this poylſon 

faſcth it If? An carly fin it was, 5f _ ” 


W_ 


{Hi 
a 
hy 

'b 


—— > oo << 


ever he Angels, ( as ſome think ) yet it was in 
Old» | ſve 5 


ce cnvied the all- knowledge of Go), 
ad muſt forfooth have at leaſt an equality 
with God himſelf : It was alſo frong in the 
| fiſt man, that was born of a woman :- and 
we till fuck it with our Mothers milk, and 
it ſeldome dyes till we dye. This fin. is 
commonly. among people of the fame Pro- 
kſion : One Mechanick envics another 3 
one Mcrchant another, one Scholar another, 
one Gentleman another, one Commander 
another, as Sax envied and hated David, 
becauſe the Women ſang, that Saul ſl:w bis 
thmſands, and David. bis ten thouſands , 
one Miniſter another, as thoſe in Pau!'s 
dayes, that cnvied him, and aff-&cd an high 
liain of eloquence, on purpoſe to obſcure 
that reputation which Pal had got among 
the Churches. And happy had ir been, if 
this curſed fin had dyed in that age, but 
it hath been till working in all ages of the 
World. 

Ir there not a preater promptitude in ws, t0 Eyidenced 
detraft from mens worth, than to credit and in cetract- 
 exalt them. ? To write down their blots and "gs from 
imperfeRions, than to ſee forth their due 7 
yertues and graces ? If we cannot reach 
others by imitation, we will by calumniation ; 
and therefore Latber faith, Envious men 


oy VL 0D ww WY ww. Gas 


ſed upon the dung of other men : They are 
{ ike flies, that love to be upon (ores. It is 
Wmirable to ſee, how dull ſighted we-are, 
asto the yertues and graces of our Brethren, 
Vat quick fighted as Eagles to diſcern their 
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k 
| 
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imperfeCtions : The beems of VYertue are ng 
ſcen, 3. e. not taken notice of, but a mote in 4. 
Mat.9. 3., 
Brother's eye is ſoon eſpy:d. 
Rondinef Are we not more greedy ta receive and freal 


to receive any thing, whereby owr Neighbour | 1s infamd 


and ſpread and obſe ured, than we are to entertain and dif. 


faſe what reads to bis praiſe and glory ? And is 


defamati- 


CNS. 


not this the reaſon hereof, viz. the great 


deſire we have to ſhine alone, and that we 
would none to vyc with us in glory, much 


| lefs to excell us therein ?. 
Gladneſs in 
their being vp hearts, 
brought 
lower, 


when ſome ſad renidites efflit 
ethers, in "their N 2mes, Goods, Health, and 
Relations, that thereby they may be brought to 4 


level with us, or to an inferinrity, in a lower 


et ate ? When you have ſeen ſome Congregs- | 


tion wedged in with a concourſe of hear- 
ers, and yours thin and naked ; and when 
ſome have been cryed up for their purity, 
gravity, 2ivity, and zcalz and when others 
have greatened their parts, or eſtates, 'and 
yours rather have been impaired , have ye 
not ' been” ready ev:n to burſt with Envy ? 
Have you not bcen glad, when ſome blot 
hath attended theſe, whereby thy have fallen 
- iathat cſtecm, which once they had above 

you ? 
Diſliking There is no Envy in God, and his holy 
their own Angels : : they rejoyce at our advancement, 
enjoymentse ang at the glory of the humane Nature, chat 
it is lo exalted above theirs but unhappy 
we | that cannot'ſte any exccllency. 12.an0- 
ther, bat we Li iſlike eur own enjoy rBents, | and 
© arc 


. Is there not (oft-times ) s ſecret gladueſi in - 


* | wother : ſome. Profeſiours are herein worſe 
thin Devils. Nowonderif there have been+;,,,,, Envy. 
| hatred , wartance, emulations, wrath, ſtrife,” Gal. 5. 20. 


* 
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Their Envy. 


:| ge more vexed at the welfsre of-our Neigh- 
| hours,: than we would be at our own cala- 
| | guities: ; 


.The Beaſts do not envy one another, but 
Mn do :-' yea, the Devils envy not one 


ſditions, and berefier, whileft envyings have 
zahbounded amongſt us, You know the mi- 
ſerable -effeRt of Envy in the fri man, that 
was born of a woman; through Envy Cain 
hated, and then killed ' his Brother Abel. 
Wrath is cruel, and Anger ontragious, but 
who is able to ftand before Envy.?. This is {6 
fitby, ſo ſhameful a lin, that fer will. own it : 
Obſerve the conf.flions of men in Prayer, 
and Conference, and you will hardly find a 
Profeffour acknowledge Envy. - The malig- 
nity of this tin appears, in that it ſtrikes di- 
reftly at the Providence of G1d, who difpolſeth 
ofthe inequality of. mens conditions, accord- 
ing to his (overazgnty and wiſdome : Ic hath 
a tacit accuſation of -God, for rating up ſome 
fo high, and laying others fo low : 


Children of men, that he gives fo liberally 


Conſidera- 
tions to 
withdraw 


the heart 


Prov.27.4. 


It 1s 
dee-ly unſatisfied with Gods: bounty to the 


to forme, whereas he is not bound to any. 


Whileſt others complain - againft , God, for 
making the World no better, the envious 
man is troubled, that he hath done {o wel}, 
for ſome of his Creatures. No wonder the 


Apoſtle reckoneth Envy among - the grols G11. c. 19, 
Witch- 20, 21. 


fins of Murder, Uncleannefl, Jdolatry, 


croft, 


==nd===2 —_—— _ 


1 Cor. 13. 
© "008 $. 


Their Envy. 


eraft, &c. and concludes, Heaven. is it : 


place for ſuch. They which ds ſuch thing, 
ſhall not inberit the Kingdom of God. Thisy 
a ſin ſo damnable, and fo ugly, - making you 
| Jo muth like the Devil, that it is high tine you 
watchagainſt it, mourn for it, and ſeek its 
rune, * O:] When ſhall we hear the Ex. 
'* bortation, "Let us not be defirour 'of viin- 
** glory, provoking one another, envying im 


"* anotber F When ſhall we #2 bono pri. 


«ferr one another ? When fhall we, like 
* Barnabas, When we ſaw the grace of Gid, 
© rejoyce f When ſhall Minifters reprove the 
&« Foſhnabs, that are envying for their ſakes, 
«in Moſes words, I would to God all the pr- 
*© ple of the Lird did propbeſie * When (hill 
< we like John the Baptiſt, be contented to 
* decreaſe, fo that Chriſt may increaſe ? and 
* tobe laid by, if others more able may be 
<« fubliituted codo Gods work ? When ſhall 
« we rejoyceif God uſeth others to convert 
* by them, more than by us ? and with fa 
* mous Mr. Dod, I would to God (faith he) 
<< that I were the worft Minifter in England: 
** his meaning was, that all ſhould excel 
*phim\ in gifts and graces. We pretend to 
* evidences of our converſion from our love 
© ko the Saints, but let us hear what the «>> 
«fas of truc love are : Love ſecketh not 
© ber dwn, love envieth not, love it not puf- 
« fed 'mp.'' As Jove is the fulfilling of the Law, 
* (o envy 18 the diſſolution of it, O /! when 
<«< ſhalt 'we ihftcad of envying our Brother, 


<« bleſs God for him 2 If he hath more than 


_ 
« we 


po 


from 


ES ES©OE 


— 


dit 12o8. ths hf OE F-1 


"The ſins of Family-Governonri, 


«paſs with God is the greater : let us pitty 
him rather than envy him : Believe it, God 
« «wiſer than we axe, and if his dikributions 
Ware 7arjous, We have as many falcnts as 
8 we cars 544 1MProve. Let us look to qur 


«ſet us 3 and pray for them, that have ten 


1* talents more #:an we have, chat they may 


6ſeryethe Lo: 5 ter: times more than we can. 
«Ochat thine eye might affed thine heart, that 
* thige gze ſhould be evil,becanſe Gods is good. 


_ CHAP. XXVHL 


The ſuns of Family-Governours, 
: P 


7 guilty are ſuch of you, as have fa- 
miltes 20 govern, of not commanding 


yur bouſhold to ſerve God ? Of how few can 


mpobation, 1, know bim, that be will com- 
"_ bis children and bis honfhold after bim, 
nd they ſhall keep the way of the Lord, to 
is .and judgement, that the Lord m 
7-ag Abraham that which, be bath Poken * 


«we have, more, Grength, parts, riches, 
«honours, Braces, &c, the account he muſt, 


"0a daty in the places wherein God: hath 
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Profelion- '; 


miſcarria-” - 


ges in their 


God fay, as he did of Abraham by way of **Pilies, 


As Gover- 
nours, Not 
command- 
ing their 
houſhold 


to _ 


bm. By yaux Authority you ſhould com- _ 1819. 
mand 


_EQRCq___— _—— ——T__Tc—_—cqnqnqT_ 
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_ The ſins of Family-Governoups, | 


mand them toſubje& their hearts; wills, iii 


conſciences, to the will and pleaſure of & | 


bavab ; but alas ! how many of you have bra 
carcleſs in this ? your Children and Servany 
yea Wivcs, muſt know your Authority upon 
worldly accounts, you command them (im- 
pcriouſly- enough.) to fulfill your will at 
pleaſure, to ferve you 3 but how Galiv-lik 


are you, little caring whether chey obey the 
Lord ? Pp 


Being Zea= , 2, How ' much paſſin have you ' diſcovend 


Jous againſt 


diol: when Children, and Servants, yea and Witu 
' enceto #00, ſubmit not to your will and pleaſure ? Bu 
themſelves, when do they ſee ſo much Zeal againſt their meg- 
not to les of Gods work, as they find in you, whn 
God. they neglef# your ſecular commands ? Theſ: 
paſſions arc of a ſcandalous nature, and-my 
make your inferiours to believe, rhat you 
value more your Authority, .than Gods, the 


having.yoxr 0yn will to b: obtyed, than that 


Gods rxcquiries ſhould be obſerved, 
Not caring 3. H w- many Profeſſing-Governours art 


Oe there, that ſhew great care for the bodies. f 
ſou!s of . i - 
therrFami- their Families, but not for their Souls ? Meat, 
bcs. and drink, and clothes, 'or money to. buy 
them, they ſhall have, buc none, or' little, 
inſtruction. . - © | DOE OP 


Not Cate- How little do you Cathichiſe your Families? 
chiirg How ſcldome do you ask them any queſtions 
_ 's; x, concerning the firſt Principles "of the* Dofirint 
of Chrift ? If you do Catechiſe your Chil: 
dren, as. you ought in obedience to thoſe 
Proy.22.6, Divine commands : Train up' s Child in the 


way wherein be ſhould go. - Bring up gu Chit 
ren 


— 


the ſins of ERTIES 0 257? 


chifing them, belong only unto Miniſters (to | 

chem indeed it doth belong as fuch as warch Heb. 13. 

| fortheir Souls ) but unto you *;, for it b:longs 17: 

{ | ll that have the charge of Souls, and you 

1 tharged not - only with your Children's, 

| | but with your Servant's,and with your Wives 

Souls. Whatever any of you may fancy, 

| there never comes a Wife, a Child, or Ser- 

| vantinto any of your Familics, but with this 

warrant from the great Lord of: Heaven and 

Earth ; keep the Soul of this Wife, this' Child, 

this Servant \ for if is be miſſing amongſt the 

munbes of / my ſheep at the great day through 

thy neglef in inftrutins, &cc. thy Soul ſhall go 

for #1, Hence nor only ſhonld your: Chil- 

dren be taught by you, bar yuur Wives ard 

Servants.” The Wile 16 commanded to learn 

of ' ber Har: :3d at Hime, and the Husband to 

"walk, with br a8 .a man of knowiedge: and « 

:your Servants thy. I be trzincd by you 10 Re- Gen; 14. 

Jigibn, as {A-r0.10m's Servants were by Abra- 14: | | 

bam, thus tor: ve of the Hebrew Rabbins: think 

| that Abroham's trained Servants are therefore | 

| "focalled. 5 * Neem: 
How ſeldome Ao. you ntfs om with _— ing per- 

every one in your Families concerning 1he Pralti- _ b Tea) 

| ” mow of Religion ? How feldome do you ;,,. :1 er 


asSk Souls, 


td | dren in the nurture and admamition of the Lord. Epheſ.6. 4: 

J | Ye how few of you do Catethife the reſt of 

m | your houſhold, your Servants and Wrves, 

l chough they be but Babes in Religion, Chil-' Heb. 6. x. | 
Mm | dren im Underſtanding, ard this Mzk 15 ap- 
b- pointed for Children in Underſtanding as w..ll 
d | as Age ? Neither doth' the work of Cate- | 


>» 
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| Not walk- 


ing with 
gravity. | 


- Souls ? and what they think will become o 


SanRification, | Glorification, &e. - Perhaps 


fore your Wives, Children, and Servants, 4 Jt 


| The pnrof Family-Governowt, Þ 


ask them any queſtions, how it is with thiy - 


them to all Eternity ? Are you not us graq- 
firangers to the inwards of their Souls, as ya | 
arc to the Souls of the Indians ? If their by 
dics be in danger, meat, phyſick, attendance 


are procured, but their Souls may periſh in '| ' St 
formality and carcleſneſs for any. help yu | h: 
will afford them. Some Profcfiing-Gover. ,, i: 
nours never treat with their houſholds about. © 
their Spiritual Eftate from one year to/afth g 
ther : Hence comes the great Apoſt '- C 
our times. Thc Lord humble us, and dl». | 
ver us-from blood-guiltineſs, Many an Hb .. .. | 

| 


band may cry out, O my Wilc's Soul is like - + * 
to periſh, through my default-: many a Pi” 
rent may ſhriek, O I am verily guilty of + 
the blood of my Child : and many a Maſter L 

may umpute to his own account all the diſor- 'Y N 
ders of his Servants; for that they have no''; © 
perſonal conference with them about Ong! 
nal Corruption, Regeneration,.. Juſtification, , ; 


thou prayeſt in thy Family every day, - but not 63 
knowing the inward luſts and workings of * 
their hearts towards God or Sin, thou knowelt |} 
not, how to pray as #hou oughteft : thou {| 
knowelſt not what to confeſs, and what f@ ; 
pray for, nor what to bleſs God for. 2 * 


4. Have you welked with that gravity t- 


ought ? Have you not made your ſelves vile 
by lightneſs,  frothinefs, and unſeemly car- 
rages ? Governaurs of Fatnilics axe the Vic® 
xoy s 
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xoy's of God': thy are in the. place of God 
and therefore ſhould keep up their Authority, 
and' not finfully run into ſuch vanity and fa- 
miliarity with their inferiors, as-to breed in 
' them contempt of the Ordinance of God. 
5. You have given your Children and Metgiving 
n ''' Servants time to work for your felves, but a gg 
| have you dfforded them time to ſerve their God Gog in. 
in? Too too many uſe their Inferiors, juſt 
as they uſe thejr Beaſts 3 they work and feed 
\. their Beaſts, but never infiru&t : no more 
'« * do they inficude their | Inferiors. When do 
-".: you call your Wives, Children, Servants, 
. . Into your Cloſet, and not only preſs them 
.' to look after their Souls, and in order there- 
© unto, to ſpend ſome time in Prayer, Read- 
ing, Medication, &c. but tell chem how 
God wrought on' you, how he awakened 
VS. you, what corruptions prevail'd with you, 
.*; and how God help'd you to crutific them : 
'.\.- How do you know , but the fame motives 
3 moghe melt,. reduce, and turn their hearts 
kn” 
P.2 6, Have not you miſcarried, as to the time, Taking 
: for the management of your religious work, in oe 
» your houſes * Some Governours Pray # the on ong = 
ry Morning too ear;y : fo carly, with a (mall I, the 
j - Part of their Family , whilſt others are in Morning | 
i Bcd, or inthe ſervice of the World, fo that £99 <arly-, 
4 , they worſhip not God together, as they 
ought : and this is paſt over with ſilence; 
but if they miſs of their Servant in the Shop 
or Field, O! how doth the fire of Hell break 
forth at theix lips > How angry is the Gover- 
| S noux ? 


_y 
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nour ? he cryes out, O! I ſhall. be undone 
by the unfaithfulneſs of my Wife, Childra, 
Servants z but ſces not. a greater danger, 
more prob3ble ruine falling on him for nat 
having his Family to worſhip God with him, 

Others defer Myrning Prayer ill it be al- 
moſt Noon. They will adventure into all 


worldly imployments, ( as we {ay ) without 


fcar or wit ; they ſce no need of God to pro- 
te them from outward or inward dangers, 
no need of Gods bleſſing, till they are ready 
© fill their panch, and then ſome Culed, 
muſt be faid, fotme ſhort Prayers; it-is the 
Cuſtom of their fore- Fathers, it is the Re- 
Iigion of their Anceſtors , or Conſcience 


will trouble at the total negle& of the Morn- 


ng Sacrifice , and therefore the Prayer hill 
be run oyer with more haſte, than the boy 
that faith his leſion; that they ray riſe upto 
eat, drink, and play. | 
And as ſome arc #nſeaſonable in their dutics 
in the Mirning, fo at Evening, Whilkt their 
firength lafts to ſerve the world, they attend 
it, , forme till even midnight, and then 3 come 
Iztus go fo Prayer ; when the poor Witc, 
Children, and Scrvarits, had rathey be in bed, 
than on their knees, The Governour Prayes 


dully enough, and that while the poor fami- 
ly ſlcep, of navſcate rheduty ; and fo like 


Elies Sor, thele Sons of Belial c2aſe their pro- 
Ple ro abhot the offering of the Lord. | 
Are there not,,alſo ſome Profiſſing-Govern- 
oters ( unworthy the name ' of Chriſtian ) 
who think, to_pleaſe God and the family mn 

: ong 


I 
Ss 
1 
# 


| 


 #ith darkneſs * That — came togetber upon 
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long grace before meat, which foal be in lie of all 
the ſervice of the day ? 

7. How few are there that read the Scriptures | Not read- 
and good books in their bouſes ? © | this will ings ns 
take up too much time; as if God had given ,,vq 
inen all their time to negle& him 1n, -and to banks: 
indulge to the feryices of the Fleſh ;World,and | 


Devils. 


- dabe244044, 28664558 


G: CHAP. XXIX. 


The ſins of Husbands and Wines. 


Usbands and Wives are called to reflexi- Husbnds. 
on on their miſcarriages, jointly, ſeveral}, .2n4 Wives 
Feantly, for their not being ſo carefelly of _ 
their choice; as they ſhould have been : not 
ſccking God enough in a matter of (o great 
conſequence, which was for term of life ; 
and wherein the Souls ofcach other were fo  _ . 
highly concerned. ,The Wife i bound by the =_ 7- 
L2w 4s long as ber Hwband liveth; but if ber 3 


Hucband be dead, ſhe is at liberty to be mar- 


ried to whom ſhe wil, only in the Lord, Be ye 2Cor. 5. NA 
not unequally yoked together with mnbelievers ; 
for what fellowſhip bath rigbteouſneſs with un- 
righteouſneſl? and what communion hath light 


lors, 
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Gea. 6. 2. 


iCor.4.32: 


The Hus- 
bands tins 
in not lo- 
ving as 
Chriſt. 


Eph. 5. 25. 
Hol. 3. 3: 


Hysbands and Wives ſins. "MY 
low, earthly, and Inſtfn! motives , for profit, 


pleaſure, beauty, rather than to further the 
Kingdom of the Lord Jeſus Chyift. The Sons 


of God ſaw the Daughters of Men , that thy 


Tere fair ; and they tock, them Wives of all 
which they choſe. That they did not by Prop. 
er and Faſting try to live unmarried, though 
the Apofile told them of the advantages of 
ſerving Chriſt thereby. He that is unmarried, 
careth for the things that belong to the Lord, bow 
be may pleaſe the Lord. 

Severally, Husbands, ye bave net loved 
your I/ives, as Chriſt the Church; though the 
command be expreſs, Husbands , Iove your 
Wives, even 4s Cbrift alſo loved the Church, 
Cbrift 1s faithfa] to his Spouſe, I will abide 
for thee. Thow ſoalt abide for me many dayer, 
tho ſhalt nut play the Harlot , and thou ſhalt 
not be for another man, ſo will I alſo be for tbe, 
But though you have not been Adulterers in 
any groſs aq, yet how ofc have you wiſhed 
tbe bond of marriage were broken ? and have 
not you had eyes full of Adaltery ? hath not 
your love to others degenerated into ſecret 
laſt ? Chriſt is patient to his Church, but hatb 
your love ſuffered all things ? upon light mat- 
ters, what frowns, I will not ſay, what blows ? 
Hath not. family-prayer been neglected 
through your wrath? Chrift gives 70 occaſion 
of jealouſie > but have not ſome of you £ The 
Lorg fcarcheth hearts. - Chyifts love is boxn- 
Zifell ; bow fort have you kept your Wives, 


contrary to your engagements to endow them 


with all your worldly goods ? Chriſt keeps com- 
| pony 


AS 


— Be ; 
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pany With the Wife of his boſom 3 but have 
not ſame of you been: more abroad than at home ? 
Ebrift edifierh his Church : Do ye dwell with 
your Wives as men of knowledge ? Chrift doth 
cammunicate ſecrets to his Spouſe , Are not ye 
ftrangers #0 the heavss, though perhaps not to 


'the boſloms, of your neareſt relations ? Chriſt 


doth confer often with his Church about the 

myſicrics of God : I wiſh you did fo. I fear 

ſome of you are ſilver tongued abroad, to get 

you a name, forward to fpeak of Chriff, but 

dumb at bome even to your Wives as well as 2 Cor. 14s, 
Children. The Woman learns not, though 75: 

ſhe ack, ber FHusband at bome. Chbrift gives the 

ſharpeti rebukgs to his offending Spouſe pri- 

vately, and when he gets her alone; But do 

not you reprove before Servants and Children ? 

Hereby they learn frowardne(s, when 

brought into this relation, and at preſent 

flight che Wives of your boſoms. Chriſt 

doth not blaze his Wifes infirmities z but ſo 

bave ye. Chriſt puts the beſt conſiraGion on 

what his Spouſe doth. The ſpirit is willing, M 
though the fleſh be weak. But do not you pus 

the worſt? When your lufis are quenched, 

your love is gone. Chriſt doth pitty his 

Church as the weaker veſſel; if ye did ſo, the 

family would be the better governed. Chriſt 

doth fjmpathize with his Church : In al her af- 

flidions be is afflicted, but how fretſul, chur+ | 
liſs, and Nabal-like are yow, when the hand of 5 


God is beavy on your neareſt Relations ? Chriſt 


doth vindicate his Spouſe, and is greatly dif- 


Pleaſed when ſhe ſaffers from the world 3 but 
S3 can 
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-eannst ſome of you obelp to deride your Wives ? 
and not frown when they are wronged and 
abuſed. Chrift doth not wpbraid his Spouſe 
with her low condition before he put 


honour on her; but alas / How oft have 


ye caſt into the diſh what the condition of 
your Wives was before you caſt your eyes upon 


 Prov.5, I9» 


them ? Chriſt gave his life for his. Church: 
what haſt thou done and ſuffered to (ave the Soul 


of thy Wife ? Chriſt rules his Church , not | 
with a rod of Iron, but with a Scepter of Low: | 
Is your dominion exerciſed with diſcretion and | 
love ? Arc all things done in Charity ? 1s fe | 
to thee as a loving Hind or Roe? Chrift doth | 
not cownt his Spouſe as a Servant, but a 


# 
| 


Friend ; he doth not domineer over his Church, 
but hath high thoughts ofher ; but how many 
bus bands uſe their Wives hardly better than 
Servants * Chrift notwithſtanding keeps #P 
by authority over his Church, but do not ma- 


uy husbands loſe it through 100 much nxorl 


_ cuſneſs , and make themſelves contewptible, 
by yielding to their Wives, as Adam to his, 
whence came at firft all fin, diſorder, and 


Fſth. 5. 3+. 


miſery into the world ? How did Solomon fall 


? 


Chrift yields 10 many of his Wives petitions and 
ſuits to him : but many are worſe than the 
Heathen was 10 bis Wife , He (aid unto her, 
What wilt thou ®ueen Eſther? aud what is thy 
requeſt ? it ſhall be even given thee to the half 
of the Kingdom. The poor Wifc muſt uſe the 
mediation 'of others 'to have her deſires ac- 
compliſhed. When Chrift doth command 


t. 


his Wiſe, hi Church, he doth it mildy : 


We 


— > 


P 
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We pray you in Chriſts ftead, But many Hus- 

bands imperiouſly enough , too much , God phjle, y.g. 
knoweth , when. for loves ſake they ſhould - 

rather intreat. Chriſt doth love his Spoute, 

though he gains nothing by h:r;z but alas? 

How many are ſevere enough to their Wives, 


when they jail of that Eftate, &c. that they ex- 


pected from them ? 


As Husbands fail, fo do Wives, even as Wivesmiſ- 
the Church is ſubject unto Chriſt, ſo ſa uld ye carriages, 
have been to your own Husbands in every thing, © tf love 
But have ye affronted your Light ? Thc +, Swat 
true Church of Chrifk loves him #nwardly, as as the 
well as outwardly ; ſo ſhould ye have loved Church 
your Husbands; but alas! how. little have CO 
ye ſhewed the wuniom betwixt the Church and Ply as 
Chriſt by your aff. Gions 2, The Church loves 
Chritt more than Angels: Whom bave I mn 
Heaven but thee ? And there is none upon 
Eth that T deſire befides thee, But bow many 

wes are commending others husbands more 
than their own ? W my Husband were thus, 
and thus, &c. Thy Husband ſhould' be to 
thee the moſt precious of all pzrfons, the - 
moſt lovely in thine eyes. Not- parts and | 


gifts, but the g9od pleaſure of God, ſhould 


'be. the 'ground of this ſpecial love. The 


Church bonowrs Chrift above all other perſons 
in the world; but have not ſome of yore mean, 
low and baſe thoughts of your huthands # The 
Church is ſubject to Chriſt in all things but 
will not ſome of you wear what you pleaſe, go 
where you pleaſe , _ eat what you pleaſe, and 
employ your ſelves in what you pleaſe ?: Yea , 

__ | S 4 '__ though 


200 


x Chron. 
15. ult. 


Proy 2.17. 


x Cor.7-34+ 


Eph, 5: 24. 


though contrary to your Hausbands juſt com- 
mands, and meek entreatics ? The Church 
fears Chriſt : fo ſhould Wives : I fay not 
either ſhould , with a ſleviſh , but both 
ſhould, with a reverential fear. Remem- 
ber Michal, She deſpiſed ber Husband in her 


beart, ( She did not expreſs her lighting of | 


him, as many dv, in words ) and ſhe hadno 
Child unto the day of her dearth. God took 


the Husband's part, and put a x<mark of dif- | 


pleaſure upon that her ſaucineſs. For ſlight- 
ing the Ordinance of God, her Head, (though 
but in her beart )God plagued her in hex Womb 
with barrennefſs. The Church loves Chriſt more 
and more; but O the decayes of Womens affedi- 
ons #0 their Husbands ! Paxtly through levity, 
and partly through age, and partly through 
croſs Providences ! Whereas thou ſhouldRi 


have kept the Covenant of thy God, The 


Church doth eommend Chriſt ; but feldom 
are Wives - carcſul herein , to imitate the 
Church of God. Huw many do blazon their 
infirmities more frequently, than commend their 
graces * The Church is careful to pleaſe Chil 
in all things : The married Woman ſhould care 
( Gudy ). #0 pleaſe ber Hwband, by her attire, 
behaviour, words'; She ſhould go, ſpeak, 
and do ſo, as may render her moſt accepta- 
ble in his ſight, i every thing. How many croſs 
Wives are tbere, that love to vex, rather 
than to delight their Husbands ? They will 
cloath and adorn their bodies, to make them 
lovely to firangers, rather than to their own 
Husbands, The Church bears —_ 4 

bukes 


” 
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tyker and blows from Chrift : ſo ſhould Wives 


1s Sargh was commended for her meeknels. 
The ornament. of 4 meek and quiet Spirit, is in 
the fight of God, of great price 5 for after this man- 
ner, in the old time, the boly Women adorned them- 


ſelvgy, being in ſubj:ion t9 their own Husbands, 


even 4s Sarah, ©'c. The Church gives Chrift re- 


verend Titles of honour and eſteem ; but alas! 


23r 


I Pet. 3, 
42 5, 6. 


Wives are ſo proud, ſo felf-conceited of ther own 


worth and merit, tbat they cannot but diſreſþed all 
others, even thair own Husbands, Kiexeby they 
ſhew not themſelves to be the Daughters of 
Sarah; She having occafion to think of her 
Husband, preſently this title Lord came out of 
her.heart into hex mouth : and the Holy Ghoſi 
takes notice of it; yea a ſecond time, ſure 1t 
was for ſome high end ; and proves that ſhe 
obeged Abraham, becauſe She cafled him Lord. 
Perhaps the Wife will tell me, theſs are but 
trifles that I croſs my Hwiband in : I muft tell 
thee, to break, the order of God for toyes and 
trifles wil preaten thy fin at the day of accounts. 
What wilt thou, dareft thou for fo ſlender a 
matter tread down the Law of thy God, and 
hazard the ruine of thy Soul ? O! conſider 
this, and turn not your duties to your Hus- 
bands into matter of talk and paſtime, as the 
manner of moſi Women is, | 


CHAP. 


Gen.18.12. 
'1 Per. 3. 6. 
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CHAP. XXX. 


The miſcarriages of Profeſſing-Parents 
and Children, 


As Parents. P Arents, O ! how little do you plot for the god | 


of freture generations ? how little do you 

care whether God hath a Name when you be 
dead and gone, that C 1rift ſurvive, and holi- 
, nefs flourith, when you ſhill be rotten in your 
graves? O ? *"cis through your default, that 
the name of Chriſt ts not had in everlaſting re- 
membrance : if you were faithtal, how would 
the generations to come bl:ſ{ the Lord in your bc- 
half ? If you were ative and diligent, you 
might convey holineſs down to your poſterity, 
as you have been unhappy infiruments to con- 
vey dowa a fiock of tin, you have been inſiru- 
ments to convey down the curſe 3 but are not 
you careleſs to convey down grace ? The 
World would ſoon mend,the Church of Chrilt 
would ſoon regiin its antient luſtre and beau- 
ty, if ye did but faithfully diſcharge your du- 
ties to your Children : you might ſ#ffr little 
Children to come to Chriſt, yea you might fill 
the Kingdom of Heaven ; but do not you ra- 


| ther fill the K'ngdom of Hell ? And as "oy 
am 


07 
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hrm made Iſrael to fin, do not you inſtead of 

leading, them the way to Heaven, lead chem 

p84 the way fo Hell? O ! confider fcriouſly and 
ſadly how farr you are guilty with xeſped to 
the Souls of your Children. | 

1. By giving them bad examples, Chams Giving 
| not covering his Fathers nakedneG was a ſin their Chil- 
conveyed down to all his race, and therefore Keen nt 
ents | God chargeth the Church of the Jews againſt wr 
that ſin, under the expreſſions of walking in 
the manners of the Nations, Te ſbaltl not walk J:y.26.15. 
in the manners of the Nations, which I caſt ous & 23. 


| before you 3 for they comminted all theſe things. <®PPar- 
Ou | Your pride, fenſuality, careleſnels in the 
be | worſhip of God, your paſſions towards your 
t- { Wives, and Wives towards their Husbands, 
ur 


your frowardnefs toward ſervants, Oc. teach 
' / yourChildren fo to carry themſelves towards 
= | others, One check'c his Son, and faid, never 
Parent had fo wicked a Child; yes (laid the 
a Son) My Grand-father had. i 
2. By humouring and cockering your Chil- Cockering 
» ' dren in their Sins; Teaching ther carly to them in fin. 
: be proud of their fine clothss ; and to re- 
venge, Come,” give me a blow, faith the 
Mother to the Child ; whileſt it ſits on her 
lap. By indulging to his voluptuous courſe 
of life, it is thought Iſcac ſmarted 5n his 
Sons future diſobedience, even by ſuffcring 
$ - him toffort and bunt away too much of pr:ci- 
| ous time. Many, like Apes, kill their Chil- 
dren with culling them. Auftix tells a fad - 
Ytory of one CGyrillus, who loved an only Son 
- Immoderately, and let him do ( without 
| COr- 


Prov. 299 
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correQon)) what he would : afterwards thi,| yu! 
cockered Son, in a fit of drunkenneſs, q | w 


fers violence to his Mother, ' killed his þ,. 
ther, wounded mortally two of his Siſter 
and would have raviſhed another. Through 
fooliſh. pitty, Parcnts, ceipecially Mother, 
give thc reins unto their Children, when 
they arc young, and theroby they grow head. 
ſtrong, and are a frame to the Mother thy 
bore them. The fpasi2g of the Rod is the ty- 
inc of the Child. Do not you reprove your 


Children, as old fond Elz did ? Thereby he | 


brought a plague uron {1imfcif and upon his 
poſterity. What faith one ? never ceaſe 
convincing or correQing, till thoa haſt ſubs 
dacd the ſpirit of thy Child, if be contends 
with thee. You pretend fuch harſhnefi is in- 
conſiſtent with love ; but I-iay trom the Lord, 


mpron—_— rr ET WI 


ſuch fondnefl and indulgence is conſiſtent with * 


bagel; and I am ſure the Lord is on my fide, 
in this. He that ſpareth his rod bateth his Son, 

that loveth bim chaſteneth him betimes. Is 
it loveto ſuffer a wound in thy Child to feſter 
(and thereby to defiroy him)) rather than to 
2pply 2 painful corrotive for the expediting 
thecure ? But what faith the fond Mother ? 
O ! If the Child ſhould be che worſe for my 
correFion, it would be a trouble to me 
whileſt IE live, O chat ſuch a doting Mother 
would hear the Lord him lf ! Corred thy 
Son, and he ſhall give thee reſt, yea be ſhall 
give delight to thy Soul. With-bold not cor- 
reftion from the Cbild : for if thou beateſt bim 


with the Rod, be fhall nit dye, Foolifhnift is 


beund 
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ds this] lygnd in the heart of a Child, but the rod of Prov. 23. 
;, of |. arrefion ſhall drive it far from him. IE 
is yl 3. By nt acquainting them with the Lord, _— 
ilter, and bis wayes, and that betimer. Hath not a ay 
rough | God commanded, that his Laws ſhould be 
the, | whetted by you, upon your Children ? Thox 
when ſhalt teach them diligently ( Hebr. whet or Deut. 6. 7- 
iead. | ſharpen) #nio thy Children, and ſhalt talk of 

thy | them when thou fitteſt in thine houſe, and whes 
> tu. | thow walkeft by the way, and when thox heſt 
your | down, and when tho riſeft #þp. Some con- 
' he | ceive, that. Catechifing of Children is not 
his | obſcurely hinted in this ancient Precept. 
eaſe | And is not Child-hood and Youth the time, 
be | wherein Solomon adviſeth the Children of 
ids | men ſhould be trained up inthe way wherein ©10v-22.6. 
in- | they ſhould go? O Parents! If God be worth 
your own acquaintance, is he not worth the 
th | acquaintanee of ſuch as are ſo near and dear 
e, untoyon ? Can you without trembling think, 
', that as ſoon as Death breaks up your houſe 
ls you may to Heaven, and your Children LS 
r muſt to Hell, and thither through your de- 
) fault ? But if you ſhould dye in chis negle&t 
; of inftru&ing your Children, you will be 
? , Miſcrableas well as they: And Ol What a 
greeting will there be hereafter between un- 
godly Parents and Children? What an hear- 
1ng will it be to your tormented Souls, to 
heat your Children cry out againſt you, A! 
this that we ſuffer was long of you, you ſhould 
bave' taught us better, and did not : What 
| an addition will fach out-grics be to your 
| milery ? 


— —O- — 


4. By 
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$uftering 4» By not redreſfing the diſorderly earrigges| Wl 
Children | -of your Children towards one another. Moy | it 
to ug wa few Rebeccah's are there ? She was careful to} wo! 
in" ang remove jars and miſchiefs that might ariſe | wit 
between her two Sons. . Tk 6 
Nor pray= &5, By not praying for your, Childrens Soul; | 10v 
_—_ and ' againſt thoſe very particulars, which | arc 
* their natural conſtitution leads them mofliy 2 
fo. So | 01 
Not cor= 6. -By not correding them aright : as to} th 
recting time, not early enough , He that loveth bin C 
aright.. correeth him betimes ; not, whilcfi the fault | © 
Is freſh in his thoughts, with all the aggri- | © 
vating circumſtances thereof 3; Nt, with | © 
compaſſion enough, You have reaſon ( ſaith | © 
Mr. Dod) to be angry with your ſelves, rx } | 
ther than to be bitter to your Children; for | ' 
you corre your own fin 1n your Children. z 

If the Child be curſt and froward, hath he f 
not ſcen his Parent brawling and contentious, '! | 

&c ? not uſhering corredAion with Prayer, that | 

God would bleſs word and rod. Commonly | 

Parents corre& in an high paſſion, whereby | 

Prayer is bindered, and the Medicine becomes | 

| invalid. £7 | 

| Being 0- 7. By being angry without a cauſe, or abou | 


 Ver-angry. 4þ,, deſert. Anger mult be let out according | 


Eph, 6.4, 


to the nature of the offence, If Parents | 
be alwayes - chiding or correcting, they | 
make their Children refolute, like Hagar . | 
and Iſmael, to take up their heels, and 1nto ? 
the Wilderneſs will they, and 'where to be 
delivered from ſuch hard uſages. Provoke | 
not your Children 10=wrath. Some Parents | 

want 


| lotho let them go when God calls for them, 
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want natural affeGions : are too fevere; Cor- 
tion like Phyfick, if too frequent, will 
work no more with Children, than our meat 


with us. 


8. By loving your Children more than God, Toving N- 
loving them as they are yours, not as they ardinatelys 
arc Gods, as they bare your Image, not 
Gods, for their beauty and parts, rather than 
for their graces 3 loving a beautiful Child, 
that is void of grace, more than a deformed 
Child, though eminent in grace, loving one 


| excevcly, as Facob, Foſeph, hence Foſeph is 


envyed by the reſt : prodigal favours to ſome, 
eſpecially if without reaſon, are offenſive to 
others, who are leſs reſpeRed ; Loving o, as 
you cannot ſay 8s Ei, it is tbe Lord, let bim do So 3. 
4 ſeems him good. God pulls and you pull, * 


P andyou quarrel with God about the goard, 
and you think yoa do-well to be angry, Fob 


blefſed God, when God took all away at once 


by one blow. 

5. By not devoting thein to ſome honeſt calling, N&* Pro- 
bur letting them live in idlenefs, and fo x « 
they grow up monuments of your negleR. chone -va 
Some Tentlemen train up their Children to not the 
hold an Hawk, to follow a Dog, and com- Þ 


monly they dye in an Alchouſe, or ſhorten 


' their lives theteby. But if you do provide 


a calling for your Children, is it not what is 
molt gainful, rather than what will be moſ 
uſcſul to the pood of the Soul ? Had you not 
rather have them rich FaQtours among Idola- 
ters (' where they learn the manners of the 
7 Hlea- 


_.- - an 


Not 
matching 
them 
aright. 


Giving 
away all 
to them. 


|  Partnts andehildrens fone. " 
Heathens ) then to have a meaner callins yl * to” 
home, where the Goſpel is preached id * dil 
power and purity? L «Kr 
Io. By not matching them 10 godly perſm| Cl 
but rather to the rich ; Hereby ye ſhew thyl **50 
the filver ſhrines are in higher repute tha] **ti 
grace and Godlinels, | ſe 
It. By giving all to your Children, though] * C 
the Church of God hath more need of it} © © 
Hereby you evidence that you prefer not Zim| ** v 
before your chiefeſt joy : that you love, thel -*d 
outward grandeur of your: Children : _ 
than che proſperity of the Church. It is a| ©! 
wonder ( faith Mr. Baxter ) how ſo many| -*1 
ſcemingly holy, can quice their Conſciences} *! 
in ſuch a finas this is? If one of you have| - © 
two or three hundred pounds per annum, it is 2 
a wonder if you leave an hundred poundsa' * 
year of it to pious or charitable uſes. Nay | , © 
do not Parents leave all to their Children, | © 
when they have apparent proofs that they will 
ſpend it in the ſervice of Hell? O! Let Pa-{ *© 
rents tremble. What wilt thou inable and *© 
firengthen thy Children to rebell againſt! - 
Goa ? put fuel to the fire ? put ſwords into! * 
their hands to fight againſi the moſt high? | * 
«*« Parents I beſecch you look diligently to | 


* like miſcarriages, O ! look about you, and | 
* you will ſec a fad Apoſiafic in Children, Pa- | 
* rents civzl, the Children debauched : Parents | 
* oedly, che Children formal or looſe : Parents | 
&« eminent for grace, Children notorious for | 
« /:xp4nefl, Let your bowels turn within you 

| G(@ | 


i 
: 


& 
«your duties, be hambled for theſe and fuch | p 
{ 


- Parents and Childrens ſing. 
| U to-ſce ſo great a degeneracy. Double your 
of © diligence, that there may be an holy lee. 
«Knock off the chains of Hell from your 
erſm;| ** Children what you may : lay not out all 
y thy} *%your time how chey may be rich. It is no 
tha] **time to ſeck great things for your ſelves; 

«(ſrek them not. Pity the Souls of your 
ough] * Children, that are ſlaves to the Devil. How 
t1 4* can ye mind your trades , ficlds, bodies, 
« whilt the Souls of your Children are in 
«danger of periſhing ? How can ye ſee the 
« Devil driving your Children to: Sin and 
s 2} * Hell, and ye fiand Gil with a .Galo-Spi- 
any] -*it? Go to your Cloſets , and ask your 
cef © hezrts, whether the Soul be not the prin- 
ve} - * cipal part of the Child ? and whether chat 

| needs not your care more than the body ? 

«Do not throw away the: Blade to preſerve 
y | \®the Scabbard. God hath ſet you to watch 
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* their Souls, to train up their Souls, to-pxo- 
<vide-for their Souls, if you da-not, what 
-{ is your love more than a Pagans, a Turks, 
d| "towards your Children? You think you 
t / - **ſhould be unnatural if you ſhould not; lay - 
) *up for your Children ( though many Pco-- - 
; *feffors upon pretence that God will pro- © 
|; © vide, indulge to the fleſh, pamper their bo- 
; *Cqies, and Garve their Children ) but here is 
the belt Jaying up to lay up a fiock af Pray- 
Gers for them, and a fiock of Counſel and 
& InſteuRion in them. O Parents! Once 
© more I beſcech;you, put on bowels of pit- 
| *ty/and compaſſion. Pitty the pm, 
({ Souls of your own Children, Comman 
Ly * your 


£ 

F 
: 
# 


a 
A — —  ——— ——  — —— 
% * = . 


-Profeſſing-Childrens ſins. - 


«< your Children to keep the way of the Lori 
<« {uffer them not to faſhion: themſelves ac. 
© cording to the courſe of the world. Con. 
© nive not at #bem in prattifing what you-think 
& 5 abominable in the worſhip of God. Re 
* member they are Gods Children more than 
« yourss All Soulr are mine. God claims4 
« ſpecial 'right in them , -tby Sons and th 
« Daughters whom thou haſt born unto me, | 
«you negle& your dutics, you and your 
« Children are like 'to have fad grectingy, |. 
« when you meet before the Loxd another 
« day. How will your Children lay their 
<« hells and toxments to your doors? how: will 
© they curſe the day they were born of luch | 
«fond women., who indulged to them in | 
| *© their negleQs of God ? Curſed be the dyy 
«© that ever I ſaw the -paſſions, the pride, the 
<« formality of my Father, or of my Mother; | 
<« fox thereby I learned to fin againſt the | 
< Lord. 'O yourexamples undid me! I hud | 
_ Xnoticome to this place of torment had it ! 
<rot been for you. ET | 
Children, [Axe not you alſo greatly faulty | 
towards your Parents ? IfChildren be richer | 
than their Parents, bor? zrreverent are thy? | 
how over familiar with their Parents? asif 
they had forgot the firſt Commandment with ; 
promiſe. How diſobedient are they to their lan- | 
full commands ? though the command of Sod | 
be expreſs , Children, obey your Parents mal, 
things , and it is added, for ebis is well-plat-| 
fing unto the Lord. Children obey your Pareni| 
in the Lord for this ie right, Hongur vhy Be 


ther 


Profe{ſung- Childrens ſores. 


| ther and thy Mother(wbich is the firſt Commend- 


ment with promiſe ) that it may be well witb 
thee, and thou mayeſt live lang on the Earth. 


Was Cbrift ſibje to his Parents, and ſhould Luk. 2. 5r; 


not you be ſubje& to-yours? Sure you ſhould 
have obeycd them as far as without fin, 
though their commands croſſed your natural 
delixes : as Foſeph, when JjTrael aid unto 
him, come I will ſend thee to thy Brethren at 
Sechem , though he knew he ſhould be-fent 


. to them who hated him 3 yet ze ſaid wnto his 


Father, Flere am I. How ſtout and rebellious 


fay, we bave bad Fathers of our fleſh, which 
correed ws , and we gave them reverence ? 
This Sin fo provoked God, that he made it 
Capital in the dayes of old. If 2; man have 2 
ſtubborn and rebellious Son, which will not obey 
the voyce of bis Father, or the voyce of bis Mo- 
ther , and that when they have chaſtned bim, 
wil not bearken unto them : then ſhall bis Fa- 
ther and bis Mother lay bold of bim, and bring 
him out wnto the Elders of his Gity , and fball 
ſay, this our Son is fiubborn and rebellious, 
&c. and all the men of his City fhail ftone him 


by 


30 


with ſtones, that he die : ſo ſhalt thou put evil 


away from among you, How rebellious are 
Children in reffing the callings which Parents 
bave appointed for them ? . If che Parcnt be 
bound to bring them up to a calling, are not 
the Children bound to attend. that calling ? 


Brethren , let every man wherein be is called, 1 Cor. 7.) 


therein abide with God. Chrift probably was 24: 


brought up in his reputed Fathers calling. 1- 
T 2 not 
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are Children when correfied 7 How few can 1164, 12.9; 


Deut. 2x, 
18, 19,209 


i ab Oo a AR Ars 


profeſſing-Childrens fins, 


| mot this the Carpenter ? How diſobedien gl Baal 


Profeſſing Children in their marriages ? Chijl Fat! 
dren are the Parents goods, fo God reckoy} Egy 


'eth them, yea ſo the Devil reckoneth then] «nd 


Ul Tim-s o4h,. 


Fudg. 2, 75 
I0z1 1, 125 
I 4» 


When the D:vil had commiſſion to medg}| #nd 
with obs goods, he falls on the Childra| ths 
Some are worſe than Ifmaels, Natuteand} bon 
Civility made him ſubmit to his Mother ſr} «0 
the choice of his Wife. If Children 'muf} © 
obey their Parents in little, much more} yo! 
weighty matters, How little bave you requi\| 0s! 
ted your Parents f This you are bound unto} Mt 
To ſhew piety at homa, and to requite Parti, ON 
& good and acceptable before the Lord. You| of 
Parents took care of you when you were y} bc 
beafis, you had your life and education from 
them , and what now ſlight ther when old 
or weak ? What laugh at their follies ? What 
when you are high, rejeR your Parents that} 
are low? The very. Heathen Orator de- 
claims againſt this ; We are not born ( ſaithhi) 
for our ſelves, but partly for our Country, part ® 
ly for our Parents, How are you degener 

from your Parents commands and example? 
Fhere are few true Recbabites, who forbort 
wine from generation' to generation. It 
makes my heart ake when I read that tbe pec- 
ple ſerved the Lord all the dayes of Joſhuah, | 
and all the dayes of the Elders tbat out-lived 
Joſhuah , who bad ſeen all the great works | 
the-Lord , that be did for Iſracl; but thert 
aroſe another generation after them, which knew 
n0t the Lord, &'c. and the Children of Iiradl| 
did coil in the fight of the Lord , and ſervd) 

____ * Baalims! 

k 


 _  Frofeſſing-Childrens fins. » 
1 Baalim : and they forſook, the Lord God of their 


© Egypt, ©c. and provoked the Lord 10 anger : 
| and the anger of the Lord was bot againft I{rach, 
and be delivered them into the hands of ſpoilers, 
i| that ſpoiled them : and. be ſold them into the 
hands of their enemies round aboxt, ſo that th:y 
cr fxd eovld not any longer ſtand before their enemies, 
mutl Of? in vain will ye relieve your ſelves in 
orein] your Baptiſmal relations unto God, that yew 
requi bave Abraham to your Father ; Gods judge- 
unto,} ments will be more bitter £o you, more keavy 
yents,| on you, than on -others, when the Children 
Your] of the Kingdom ſhall be caft' out. You will 
re y} be ready co curſe the day you came of fuch 
from} Parents, that ever:you had ſuch holy inſtru» 
2 old} Rions and examples, to no purpoſe, fave 
Nhath to greaten your condemnation, The Lird 
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if Fathers, which branght them out of the Land of 


Mat.8, rt. 


that} ſaid wnto Moſes, This People will go a who- x. = 
 de-| ring after the Gods of the Strangers of the 16, 17. 


þhe)j Land , whither they go #0 be amongſt them, 
parte and: will forſake me , and break my Covenant, 
tell which 4] have made with them: Then mine an- 
ler? ger ſhall be kindled againſt them in that day, 
zore} «nd I will forſake them , and will bide my face 
It} from them, and they fgall be devoured, and 
pee | Many evils and troubles ſhall befall them; fo 
th 1 #bat they will ſay in that day, Are not theſe 
wed} Wile come whon us , becauſe our God is not 
5 off «mongſt 5 ? Nay, Abraham ( whom you 
ere! Cruſt to, and the Priviledges by him ) will 
ze} WPbraid his Son Dives with his former good 
acl} things ; Son, remember that thou in tby life 
| Ume receivedit thy good things , and likewiſe 
| | F2 L3zarus 


— Sn 


Luke 16. 


25, 


, 


Palm 58. ſees the vengeance, 8&c. $. that a man ſhall 


Jo, I? 


As Maſters. 


Nor chooſ= 
ing godly been #pon tbe faithfull of the Land , that t 


Servants. 


Pſal.z01.6. 


and thow art tormented. 


Profeſſmng* Maſlers miſcarriages, li 
Lazarus evil things : but now be is comforied;} we 
O moſt dreadful i} the 


Your. very rightcous Parents ſhall rcjoycejn| anc 
your ruine. The righteous ſhall rejoyce, when jj to! 


Verily, be is a God, that judgeth in the Earth, ; 


ARES S22384846874848 


The ſins of Profeſſzag- Maſters 


and Servants. 


Ifft you Maſters, fee how guilty your 
in the Relation of Maſters. | 
* I. Should not yorr eyes, like Davids, ba 


might dwell with you ? How curious ſhoull 
you have been in this particular ? Butals 
ye would not buy an horſe, an houſe, 1 
Field, but ye would tiy them; but b 


earekſy bave ye' been whaher your Servani 


were godly, yea or no ? If they were fizong t 
labour, was not that all ye look'*d after ? youl 
look'd that rhey ſhould be diligent in you 
work, your intereft made you look to that 
but have you Iook'd for ſuch as walked in 


erfe& way to ſerve you ? Hence many hat! 


cen taken jnto Profeſſors families , wy 
| : pen vc 


r, | Profeſſing Maſters miſcarriages, 295 
fore] were found wanton , and unclean , and 
adfa}t] thereby Religion bath ſuffered exceedingly : 
yceinf and others {weet-tongucd, golſipping, glut- 
ben | tonous, drunken Servants , and fo Adeor 
ll ſy, | was devoured by his Dogs : All the Maſters 
th," | gettings have been put into a bag with holes: 
a juſt and righteous judgement upon. the 
| Mafier for his preferring fclf before Religi- 
37 on: yea, ( which is a fadder conſequent } 
hence the Children are corrupted by cvil ex- 
ample, they being more apt to imitate the 
ſervant in his wickedneſs, than the Parent in 
his holineſs. ©, if. you had been curious in 
this. particular ! had you procured holy (er- 
N vants, by their zcal, forwardneſs and care 
| of the Children, what familics might you 
have had ! All would have been pliable to 
{ your holy counſels. | 
ua} - Should you not have removed wicked N®* re- 
| | Servants as ſoon as all your counſels would 21. 
not take effe&t on them ? David did fo. He ones. 
that worketh deceit , and teleth lyes, ſhall not Plal 101.9. | 
ould} $arry 'in my fight. You on the contrary keep Fa 
them as you do horſes, if good for. labour, 
It will never be ſaid to your glory , the 
Chnrch in your howſe : but may it not be ſaid, 
« there is @. neſt of Snakes, a cage of Devils in 
your houſe ? | 
| 2. Are not you t00 rigorous towards your Being 
Servants ? Do not you too mach frown upon 9<r-rigo: 
them, as Laban on Facob,? Do not you uſe an a 
words of reproach in your ſpeaking to them? ,, ,| on 
Whoſorver ſhall ſay , #how Fool, ſhall be in Ma. s. 22. 


yert | T 4 6/3= 


PRO 
i SARS nina eames 
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Levit. 25. 


43- 
Col. 4. I. 


Frofeſſing-Ataſter's miſcarriages, ; | 


unneceſſarily or immoderately ? 'Have you forldwal 


gotten the commands from Heaven? 'Thy 


fear thy God. Maſters , give unto your Sy 


ſhale not rule over him with rigour , but (hlf idle 


vants that which is juſt and equal, knowin uh: 
Eoh. 6. 9 that ye alſo bave a Mafter in Heaven. Afi lo' 
RY ye Maſters, forbear threatning, knowing thi) mc 
your Maſter alſo s in Heaven , neither is thr, of 
reſpet of perſons with bim. Do you hel ol 
as you would be dealt with? Would yo ft 
have God todeal with you, as you deal witli Ic 
your Servants? Remember, you and you} fc 
Servants have one and the ſame Maſter, if 7: 
whom you are both accountable , youly b 


your rule, and they for their ſubjeQion. 


Nor di- ' 3. Have not you negleffed to give that h+ 
refting reGion to your ſeveral Servants , as is pri 

_ a for them, (© that they intrench upon eat} © 

ney. - others work , and the painful work lies neg) | 

lecaed , to your trouble, and to the rain 

of firife and paſſion? How few Miſireſſs} 

yea or Maſters , are like Solomons vertuow | 
X Woman , of whom it is faid , She look 
—_ 3'* © well to the wayes of ber bouſhold ? Every on 
oy fhould know his place and work in the Fan 

ly , that all things may be done decently; . 
| and in order : But in how few Familics 158 
| thus ? | ay 
Nor being ' 4. Do you give your Servants examplts ( 
| om__—_ - diligence ? So did that vertuous Miſtreſs! 
| | "their  Þe ret alſo whilſt it is night, &c. 
| ompany, girdetb - ber logns with 'ftrength , and' ſtrengl)\ 
* + * meth her arms : She layeth her bands to 


Spindle, and ber hands bold the Diftaff © 5 


i 
. 
4 


es, 


Thy 


«r Sy 


T1 profeſſing-Maſters miſcarriages. 
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4th ber ſelf coverings of Tapeſtry : She maketh 
ne Linnen , &c. Sbe eateth not the bread of 


wt fol idlenef. 


g: What love do ye ſhew v0 your Servants Not ſhew- 


knowing that be godly ? Do you receive them as' be- ing ſpecial 


loved Brethren ? As Pax] would have Phile- —_— 


the mon receive” his Servant, after his Converti- ,.. .. 11, 


on ; Receive him not now as a Servant, but Philem, 


n above a Servant, a Brother beloved. A Chri- 16. 


ſian Servant ſhould be in the place of a be- 
loved Brother, and ſhould be preferr'd be- 

fore a lewd Son. A wiſe Servant ſhall bave P'9V- 57-2 
rule over a Son that cauſeth ſhame : and ſhall 


bn bave part of the inheritance among the Bre- 


threy, How fſeldome do you ſhew them 

good, as well as receive good from them ? 

When they are fick, how little attendance 

and neceflaries have they as to diet, fire, and 

phylick ? Are not tao many like the Amala- 1 Sam. 30. 
kite, who left his man on the plain fields, be- 23: 

cauſe be fell fick ? How are many poor Servants 


(who contracted their diſeaſes by the un- 


merciful commands of fome Profcfſours) caſt 
off by thera when fick as unprofitable bur- 
thens ? 

6. Do you pay your Servants their wages F Not paying 


4 Do you not pay them dodgingly ? Haſt thou #28*5 ®* 


: : ; ht. 
not forgot that the Iſraelites were required, ET 


when they ſet any ſervant free, not to let 
him go away empty, but thou ſhalt furniſh Deut. 15. 
bim liberally out of tby flock,, and. out of , thy 1*2 1341+ 
floore, and out of . thy wine-preſt : of that 
wherewith the Lord thy God bath bleſſed ther, 
thou ſhalt give unto bim ? Haſt not thou _ 
ec 


4 


298' : Profeſſing-Servants #1 ſcarriages, T p 
ted them of cheir dues for the time of thi if 
Net ſuffer]. ficknels, or the time they have ſpent in.of;.; 
ing them ſerviceof God ? = 
ts ſpeak. 7. Do not you deny liberty to your $, Br 
Job 3r. 13. wants to ſpeak wnto you ? Fob. would not (ly aty 


bals by this churlſhneſs and auſterity. Hi a 
ſuch = $3n of 'Behal, that a man cannot fþu wy 
to hams, 
Suffering 8. Do not you ſuffer one Servant 10 tyramin} ,,, 
tyranny © over another ? oh 
among Secondly, You ſervants that Profcfs ; If ,, 
_ _ have (omewhat in charge againſt many df 
vants, FOR. 
Being apt: 1. Your Pride, ſawcineff, familiaritin| 
to think, with your Governours, make me think you 
that they would ecalily ſwallow the eyrowr of old, tht 
fubjeft ro WP? are to be ſubjeft ro none but Chriſt, as i 
none bur your freedom by Chrift, had exempted you 
Chriſt. from all civil ſubjzeRion to men. By yout 
| refaling the yoak of your Matters commands, 
you reflc& more upon your Maſter in the 
Hcavens, than upon your earthly Govet- 
nour ; What faith the Apofile ? Let as may | 
x Tim.6.1. Servants 4s are under the yoke, count their own | 
Mafters worthy of al bonour ;, that the name of | 
Ged , and bis Doftrine be not blaſphemed. 
Eph. 6.5. Servants, be obedient to them that are your | 
i Miffers according to the fliſh with fear ond | 
trembling in ſinglen:fi of your beart, as unto | 


his Servants cauſe, God hath fet Maſt 
over Servants 3 but he hath not given the 


not their Jufts, You ſhew your ſelves 


| ; aff 
liberty to trample them under theis fer 7 
Servants arc undcr their Maſters power, buf 


Chriſt. | 


n the 
Ir fee 
er, bi 
$ N 
Fi 


t et 


; profeſſng- Servants Wi ſcarriages. = - 


Servants, be fubje ro your Maſters 


Gita fremmnh mite (ond red 
£i(7 to the froward. 


Brit alas ! how ſawcy are Servants ?' May Carrying 


ot your Maſter ſay, If I be a Mafter, where themſ-lyes 


proudly, 


my fear How fearleſs are you of your fonaily 
b& 


Maſters, eſpecially if your -Mafters be not 4,9 t00 
very rich and honourable in the carth ? who. familiarly 
Ireſpes Gods Ordinance ? Hence many with their 
! profefiing Servants ſiand covercd in their 
Maſters preſence, fit before them, bow not 
to then, nor riſc up'beforc them. 


Superiours. 
Mal. I, 6. 


2. Do not you when you meet together bI2zm Blazoning 
the infirmities of your Maſters ? Do not you th<ir Ma- 


| . ſters [nhr- 
carry your felves as Spies rather than as Ser- een 


| vants ? you do not herein as you would be 
{ dealt with. 


3. Are not you diſobegient to your Mifters Obeying 


| commands, wnltfi in what pleaſeth you ? You th-m only 
| are the Servants of your own luſis, rather 


in what 
they pleaſe. 
than your Maſters Servants : you do not obey "on hn 22, 


in ſmglenefi of heart, yea, you are not indeed Tit. 2. 9. 
obedient. The Centurion could ſay to bis Ser- Mar. 3. $-, 
vant, go, and be went, &c. The Heathen Ser- 

vants excel! ſome that pretend to great attain- 


. ments of Religion. Hze is the Maſter, that 


muſt have bis own way; Judge ye thenin your 
{clves, whether you abide in the place, where- 
in God hath ſet you ? | 

4. Do not ye refuſe to anſwer when you are Not an- 
Called by your Maſters ? This was Fob's plague, 45g 
T called my Servant, and be gave me no an- Call'd. 
ſiver, Silence is ſometimes a fign of conſent, Job 19,16; 
but here of contempt. If a Servant anſwers. 


not, 


Pſal.n23.2. 
1 Tim.6.1, 


Anſwering 
again. 
Tits 2. mY 


Diligent 
only under 
therr Ma- 
ſters cye. 


Eph 6.5,6, 


Not de- 
{10ning ro 
vleaſ: God 
1n their 
pleafing 
their Mz. 
ſers. 


 bongues diſhonour their Maſters by anſweri 


not, when he is called, he forgets what kl. 
calling ts. 
were of better difpoſicions, they did pid 


Pp! 


The Servants in Davids day ;;;: 
Lord 


out their Maſters mind out of every motin but 


and turning of his er, and band, and ( of ( 
. were continuallytin 2 poſture for obediency ſho 


The eyes of Servants look, unto the band of 8] 


qbi 


Maſters, and the eyes of a Maiden to the bal the 


of ber Miftref, For want of that honoy 
that 15 duc from Profeſſing Scrvants to thi 
Maſters, the name of God #s Blaſphemed, 

Ss. As ſome by filence, ſo others by thy 


again. They ſhould not anſwer by way 
contradifftion, or reluqtance, as Servants att 
v:ry apt todo, Some will even brag, hoy 


they gave word for word (perhaps blow for} 


blow) nay two words for one. Hereby their 
Governours, if ungodly, fall foul upon Re- 
Iigion, 
prayers ? running after Miniſters ? 

6. How lazy are ſome profeſſing Servants ? 
Diligent only when' under thur Maſters eye. 
Few ferve their Maſicrs,, as Facob, Laban, 
with all their might. The command is that 
you ſhould obey in ſinglenefl of beart, not with 
eze-ſervice as men pleaſers, Mark, eye-ſervice 
ftands not with «prightnefi of heart. As you 
would not be branded for Hypocrites, work 
behind your Maſters backs, as if their eyes were 
upon you. 
this, and mourn before the Lord in fecrct 
for your eye-fervice. 


Is this the fruit of your Profeſſion ? 


Confider how ſhort you fall of | 


pe: 


vs 
E- 
pi 
G 
e: 
t 
y 
f 
t 
| 

( 


ths.” ne 6 inet 


7. Hw do ſome, yes my ſervants, t\e 


c 


ny | 
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rhat k 


(s 


| Maſters goods and gain ? They will ſce things 


| (Fience to cat and drink what cheir Maſters 


ay the pleaſing their Maſters, but do not Eyh.6. 5. 


p F,, Wy their Pork ſo ſpiritually as to ſeek to pleaſe the Ti. 2. 9» 
(0 but 4s the ſervants of Chriſt, ding the will 
f of God from the beart. It is trac, Servants 
ſhould labour to pleaſe zheir Maſters, yea in all 


Lord ? Not with eye-ſervice , 44 men-pleaſers, 


things > but they ſhould (ſeek more to approve 
themſelves to God, than to any carthly Su+ 

periour. i 
8. How imprudent are ſome Profeſſing ſer- Mil-riming 
vants 4s to the timing of their duties ? Some, ics. 
when never (ſo urgent buſineſs is to be dil 

patcht will then go in fecret to call upon 

God; whereas going to bed later, and rifing 

earlier, would prevent much firaitneſs as to 

time, and ſpiric in that great duty : Some 

will fall a.calking of the things of God to their 
fellow-ſervants very unſcafonably, not when 

they are at leiſure, but when they are moſt 


| bufily imployed for their Maſters, to the hin- 
| Cdringof their work. 


9. How many cheat and defraud their Maſters ? Cragnns, 
Some cheat them of their time, by idling it Procas a 
way, being tattlers, and  buſte-bodies, or 
golliping it away : Others cheat them of their 
money or goods, hiring others ſecretly to do 
their work, and pay them with their Maſters 
money or goods. Is not this purloyning ? 
and therefore forbidden ? . 


10, How many are improvident for their Tit.2-10, 
ot pre- 


;dent f 
(poil before their eyes : they will give what or nan 


15 tiot their own to give: they make no con- 


do 


: i 
j ins 
\Yi!! 


Numb.s. ”, 
Zech. 5. 4 


Regardleſs 
of their 
Sguls. 


Murmur- 
Ing at re- 
proofs and 
correions. 
a Pet. 2. 
18, I 9,20, 


Unfaithful 
ro Chil- 
dren. 


ye ſhall take it patiently ? but if when ye ti, 


Pr ofeſſing-Servants miſcarri apes, _ 


do not allow them : they arc not. contenylidir 
with his allowances : they will fical ſa&hein 
matters, and yet whatever they take, tho | x 
but little, is the breach of the cighth Conbun 
mandment, and the les the temptation, thilott 
greater the fin, that they will break Goldthe 
Law for trifles : and ſerve the Devil for pyfobe 
ces of filver, and morſels of flelh, Wit 
faith Mr. Dod? © If ever they look for ſow you 
* peace of conſcience, they muſt make w{de 
© ftitution of all ſuch chings : How mu ba 
© ſoever they fical, fo much they muſt reftor} th 
« and the fifth part thereto, or if they kegj ur 
«ir, unleſs they repent, they keep Gody y« 
«curſe with it, and a woe unto their Conſld c 
© ENCES. | 40 
It. How many are aitogether careleſs to gif © 
any good to their fouls whilefs under Keliguwj 2 
Governowrs ? They ask not the way to Huy © 
ven, and if examined, they arc tonguy 
tyed, will give no account of the hope thu 4 
isin them. _- | F 
12. How do many murmur under reproiij + 
and crreGions ? What faith the Apofile ? Srf | 
vants be ſutjed to your Maſters, not only toy 
gentle, but ty the froward , for this is thank} 
worthy, if a man for Conſcience towards Out 
endure grief, ſuffering wrongfully : for whi 
glory is it, if when ye be buffeted for your faults 


well, and ſuffer for it, ye take it patiently © thi 
7s acceptable with God, | 
13. How unfaithful are many to their Mz) 
flers Children ? Not heeding them, and pro 
viding: 

f 


age, Profeſſung-Servants miſcarriages, 
Ontengiding meat, and other neceſfaries for them in 
eal (aheir Maſters abſence ? 
all "14. How ſcornſully do even Profeſſing- Ser- 

yante receive a Catalogue of their duties ? How 
Moth are they, yea how do ſome hate, to know 
the mind of God, as to the extent of their 
obedience ? | 

Wh 15. How many wayes do you fail towards 
Ir ſou your fellow-Servants ? Do not you ſeek toun- 
ake n{dermine them of the reſpeR 'rheir 'Mafters 
' Mid barcthem ? Do 'not:you labour to \ſupplant 
refiox} them ?. Do not you envy tnem:?.Aze- not - you 
y kei unfaithful to one anothers Souls ? Do not 
| Golg you waſte time in idie and impertinent dil- 
courſes ? Are not you' evil examples to-cach 
other ? Do not you ſuffer fin tort uwpon 
q cach other? are not you guilty-of not eafing 


your ſelves proud!y and magiſterially cowards 
Apprentices? Do not you joyn in a conſe- 


Sr withſecrefie therein, whereby the Namie and 
2othy Authority of che Maſter is loft, and all hopes 
= of ediſying are taken away? 

Out » "RE 
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Receivi 


ſ cornſully 


a Caralogus 
of their 
duties. 


Their miſ- 
Carriages 
towar 
their fel- 
low-Ser- 
Vants. 


charged with bulineſs ? Do not you carry _ 


deracy to tell tales againſt your Governours? - 
# And do not you charge your fellow-Servants 


304 


deeaensraggyl 


CHAP. XXXII. 


$ 


w = >> 2» 7 


| Their miſcarriages with reference to th 
| HMinifters of Chriſt, whileſt they m 
reſident with them. | 


Profeſſours I, 'OW liutle have you eſteemed thn) . 
— L and bow. much have you ſlighid 
24M. #hem? Though they were the Emboſſadn 
riſters be= Of the Lord of Heaven, and ſhould han 
Fore their had reſpec, according to the rank of they 
 temoyal- Maſter, that ſent them 3 yet how little di 
eflcemings you+ honour them in your hearts ? Did yu 
but flighr- kraow them, and efteem them bighly, for thi 
ing them. IYorks ſake ?. Have you not very much flight 
x Thel.5. ed both their Perſons and Meſſage ? Hil 
IS many have thought they knew as much 5} 
their Miniſters, and therefore under-valut 

them ?, How many Miniſters have ' betj 

lighted for their mean Parts? As if the | 

_ eacy of the Ordinance depended on the Rhets 
rick, of the Preacher : as if no dainties coull} 
be brought them in a homely diſh, mo treefin 

In an earthen veſſel : as if God could not ft 

out of the mouths of Bahes : as if the vulinj 

k Fordan were too contemptible a means ? | 
| have feared the «nſoxndnefi of many —_ 

E rom! 
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Their miſcarriages towards Miniſters. 
| from the itching of their ears : Paw! was carc--. 
| ful to preach not with enticing words; with 
bl tbe wiſdom of words ; Though he could ſpeak 
Ad with 107gues more than all, yet he defired to 
Ic is likely your. 
Minjfiers could have been Seraphicsl, and in 
the clouds , but they flaoped and deſcended to: 


ſprak rather 20 edification. 


your capacities , . and denyed themſclves that 
they might. gain you : more defiring that you 


|; ſhould be brought in love with the naked 


truth of the Goſpel, than with the dreſs it 
comes in 3 But nothing hath pleaſed your 
ſqueamiſh ſtomachs, but meat fo ſawced; you 


have loved the meat for the ſawee , when 


hu there was no ſawce you cared not for the 


4 no.more of the meat. 
1 plain naked Scriptures would not down in 


1 fave had theix life and growth Gom them, and 


Sermon , and when the ſawce was gone you 
were weary of the Sermon; you would have 
A Scrmon full of. 


our laſt times ; We were Chrifi-glutted , 
Goſpel-glutted. It's obſerved by an Hifto- 
rien, that before the great Maſſacre in France, 
the Proteftants were for @ luſcious wanton kind 
of Preaching. Truly ( faith-one of our own 


it about, 18. years fince ) We connot abſolutely 
- determine what will become of us ; only we have 
| eauſe to fear that conſciencious Sermons , as 
| much deſpiſed as they are , may be a commodity 
i} dear enough in England ere. long, and vifions 


may he lefi open, tbat they may be more preci- 
ow. How unworthily have the Miniſters of 


574 Chriſt been ſlighted by even ſuch Profcflors, 


who a little before, pretended at leaft, to 


chat 


395 


18. 


Anois 


emergcre & 
luts curmmnt. 


Teri, 


they were begottenand bred up ' under th 
ſhadow z and:yet in proceſs of time have had 


admircd, afterwards made nothing of thy 


[ 
| kath bee waderyalued by you? It may w 


go6 - Their miſcarriages towards Miniſter F 


that they were the Sealr of their Miniftry, thit [you 


p 


low, mean, 'baſe' and unworthy thoughts & 
them, debafed them as brats of Antichriſt, | th; 
limbs of Babytn.? Have not many eminent] no 
Profeflors been ready to entertain yepuri| an 
againſt their Minifters ? and have they not bf] for 
their elicems of them for one real or ſuppoſed 
weakneſs of;theirs ? thongh you have been} be: 
under fo many engagements to them for your| ha 

iritual life; &*c. yetif you have feen a lit-] gr 
tle failing or miſcarriage in them, have not of 
you forgot all their worth , and all their ma | dc 
ny years labours and cares for your ctemil| ot 
welfare? Have not yon been fo far from} w 
eftteming the Miſſenger for the Mcflage , thit} at 
you' have ſlighted 'the M:fage for the Meſſa-} at 
ger ? Hath not this been the language of your} V 
bearts , if not of your mouths , What nothin} je 
But this preaching ? Have not thoſe that at fill} v 


Heavenly Manna , becauſe of the common'| 
nels thereof ? When pcarls' were comma}, Y 
among the Romans, they wore them upor} { 
their Shooes, Hath not even the pear! of tht} Y 
Goſpel been trodden under foot by you?} © 
Have not you confidered only the matter, and 


- Hot the amp of the Coin? Have not yout} < 


duft of their feet 'againft you, yet oft com 


7 
L 
Miniſters , . though' they have not kicked th} © 
F 
plained to Gad of the contempt you have put} * 


upon ther, ' and how much their Embalſ 


! Z 
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, Gt you have thought 'it was no great matter to 


their} dight: chem and cheir counſels : but know 


e hadfor your trembling and amazement of Spirit, 
hes of | therein you have flighted Chrift himſelf, H: 


f, u 


that deſpiſeth you , deſpiſech me. May you 


Luke 16, 
16 


inent] not fear it will be more tolerable for Sodom Math, 16; 
epori! | and Gomorrah inthe day of Judgement, than 15. 


Nt oft 
ppofed 


been 


- put! 
baffh 

y bly 
yo! 


: 


for you ? 


2. How full of undue prejudices bave your 
hearts been againſt your Miniflers ? and y 


| have not had the honefiy to examine the 
t-[ grounds ? When they have dclivercd truths 


of a ſublimer Naturc, than ordinary ; or have 


| delivered any thing gore obſcurely, than at 
| other times, how rarely have you confer'd. 


Prejudiced 
againſt 
them, 


with them thereabout? Have not you gone 


among your Companions and fill'd your own 


1} and their hearts with prejudices againſt chem? 
| When they have inſified long upon one ſub- 
| je&, have not you becn offended ? But 


when did you cvcr cxy out of others for be- 
Ing too long telling Money to. you , for 


| (pending coo many hours therein ? Hereby 
| you have done the Devil as great a piece of 


ſervice. as any you could have done him in 


| your life time. Let me publiſh that to thige 
| eye, which was once whiſpered in. the car : 
| Toke beed what thou deft, this man is a Reman; 
| Vol yor you much.more have'taken heed 
[0 


filing your own and others hearts. with 


| Prejudice againſt your Miniſters. , fecing 
they were the Prophets of the moſt bigh- : thels 
men. were men of Gad : they were the {pect- 
al Ambaſſadors of Heaven? I think he faid 

W2 


well.” 


Not blef- 
fling God 
for them. 


Not prays 
_ ang for 


Their miſcarriages towards Miniſter;.\| 


So long as you have bcen prejudiced, 
though you were convinced of many dutic 
yet you have not been perſwaded to obey t! 
truth. This hindred the Fews from clofiny 
with Chriſt , and made their bouſe deſols 
over-turned their Temple , fo that « fi 
was not beft joyn:d to a flene ; it brought a kinl 
of Dooms-Day on them. | 

3. How little have you bleſſed God for th 


Goſpel-Miniftry which yow have enjyed ? wi 


yet hath it not been the beſt under the Copy 


of Heaven? This diſtingaiſhing Mercy il 


not .affe your hearts as it ought. Son 
there were ( but very few) would 
Brown Bread, and the Goſpel, is a Feaft, Fen 


like the Chriſtians at Conftantinople , crytl 


out , Better the San not ſhine, than Chy 


ſoftome be filenced, You could bleſs Gui 
for Health, Eftate, &e. but not for thi 
great Luminaries of Glory , who were ip 
pointed to condue and guide you unto tit 


Heavenly Feruſalem. 


4+» How little did you Pray for them 7 Ho 4 
little have you prayed for gifts and abilitist 


go through their whole work, for prelc 


vation for them, and for a fancified uſes 


all Gods diſpenſations toward them ? Ho 


Ko ul 


little did you deprecate the Ropping of thi * 


The 
well that Prejudice ageinft the Preacher i moul 
the great prejugice to the bearers. 
/ ver 'of prejudice hath made many, like th} & 
full ſtomach , to loath the boney-comb, Hh 
not God met with repalſesr, whilt your M; the 6 
nifters have been entertained with prejudin} 


This Fex[P8! 


mon! 


Pray 
ret 


and 
geth 
me , 
not 


z 


#&+ 
bs 
: 
o 
[2 
% 
4 


- R | Their miſcarri ages fowerds Miniſters, 
'Fmouths, and ſupplicate that their mouth? 


Fey] might be kept open, and that wtterence might 


e th '* gruen #nto them, that they might open 1beir 


x 14,0 the Goſpel ? Have not they oft begg'd your 
dice) Prayers, in the words of Paz], T beſiech you, 
ceq | Brotbren , for the Lovd Feſws Chrifts ſake, 
atie.þ 484 for the love of the Spirit, that ye ftrive to- 
yt gether with mae , in your Prayers to God for 
ofinl mf, that I may be delivered from them that dv 
Glas not believe in Judea (in England ? and yet 
fim have not you negleRted to call upon , God for 
kin] cir deliverance ? How can you tell, but 

their mouths had till been opened, had not 
» tj} you negledted Prayer? Hath not Chriſt pro- 
al muled , Knock, and it ſhall be opened nnto you ; 
Cop | To bim that knocketh, it pal be opened ? 

' 5. Have not you made ſorry Excuſes for not 
| braring them 2 How little have you believed 
Ml that Word, He that heareth you, beareth me ? 

| And by conſequence, that not-hearing of 
| them , was not-hearing of Chriſt himſelf. 
What flight excuſes have becn deemed (uth - 
# cient to keep you from the Shepheards Tents ? 
1.4 The Apoſtle would have us Swift #0 bear : 
x} Wiftneſs notes diligence in taking the firſt 
| occafion; but how have you, to complement 
{ with a Friend, to indulge to the fleſh, for 
Ion, fear of a little rain, for fear of wetting your 
my penny-Cuſtomer ,, declined. ſeveral oppor- 
; tunities of attending the Embaſſidors God 
| 


*"309 


Eph. 6. 19 


mouths boldly , to make known the Myterie of 


Rom. 35. 
30, 31, 


Eccuſ 
for not 
bearing 
them. 


Jam, 1.188 


feet, for fear of loſing a fix-penny , yea a 


on! fent you? For theſe things the wrath of God 


ky 18 breaking out upon you : the day is come, 
by . "0 er 
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Amnios 8. 


A2Zs 
Cant. 5. 
SS 


Their miſ- 


Carriages 


before , 18 


and after 
hearing» 
Beforey 
Hearing 


* Without 
antecedent 
meditati- 

" by. 


f-aiah $5. 
TO, 11. 


PFrayer, 


Their miſcarriages towards Miniſters, # Th 


or coming, when ye ſhall wander from Mm Min 


8#ain 10 Hill, from Sea to Sea, and ſeek bread anl God 
find none, This very excuſe, the fear of defila wor 
her feet, would not ferve the Spouſe. , cal 


6. How ' did you miſcarry , both befm 
and ix, and after hearing ? How ſ{:nder » 
your preparation to attend npon theſe Deputies | by 
Chriſt ? How little did you meditate on th 
Word you were to reczive at their lips ? Dil 
you thus confidexr ? The Goſpel that I a 
about to hear, will be the favour of life unto lj, {| 
or of death unto death; 1 (hall be nearer Hu 
ver or Hell by this Scrmon I am going to f 
If the Goſpel be alwayes hid, I am a lift Sil © 


and ſpall perifÞ'; is my Soul brngry ?' This jo 


the bread of Heaven ; 1s my Soul tbirh! F 
this is the water of life: this is the milk whre a 
by I muſt grow up unto eternal life : thisn 


_  ſenger of Heaveh will ' be for the fall i will p 
the riſing of meany in Iſract: If he be not in} , 
firumental for my Salvation, he will bekq 
my Damnation; As the rain cometh and wp | 
tereth the Eartb and returneth not hither, i) * 
So ſhall Gods Word that goetbforth out of | 


Miniſters mozth, not return unto him vill 
How: little did you confider the excellny 
and weerſfry of the Word that you  wert th 
partake of 2 'What "treaſure was afforded yu © 
_ #n auearthen wiſe]? Thatthe Truths and Dt 
Grines that your Miniſters tzught you, wet 
of as much worth , as your Souls, as Heaven, 
as Salvation?" © © "0 
" How [ittle did you fottr” ont your Souls is 
oye 00 Grd bfers Jew twins te rIN 


| 


Forjy| Their miſcarriages towards Wnperr, gun | 
Ml Minifters # Either for your Minifters., -that 
id ;il God would open their mths to ſpeak the 
terl word iriuly, ſincerely, powerfully, and ſeaſons- 
| bh, and ſuitably, to your condition : or for 
befm your own Souls, that God would open your 
lr gl brarts , tO entertain the word {6 as to profit 
+72, 4 by it, that you might not haye opencars, and _ 
mn th} ft hearts , that you might not have earg,ond: p,,,.,,, 
> Dy J*f bear not, as knowing that the hearing ear, 12. 
"Po and ſeeing eye , the. Lord bath mage. even both 
wo ih of them £ Lo os re 
| - How careleſs were you to purge yaur Souls Putting of 
2 t brfore you came to hear [the pvord? Moſer be- *< ſhooc, 
F Soi fore he was to heat God ſpeaking pur off bis 
hizzl J99%, to intimate that you ſhould pat off your 
ih} carnal and earthly affecions before. you come 
6,1 fo bear Gods word But havenot, you.zuſh'd 
4 outof your worldly employments to.many a 
-4,4 Sermon £ How creclels were , you. to lay 
tin} 2978 all flibineſs , and ſiqerfinity, of nanghtie Jam, 1.21. 


61 ſt; that you might receive with meeknefi the 
engraſted word , which is able to fave: your 


a Souls ? If you have not come without babitu- Ecclel. 5.1; 
| #, have you not negleRted a0nal prepara- 
FE: Co. Hai | 
1 ;. When.you have..been aRually. under the In hears 

\- Minifiry , Have not you beard zrreverently 2 's res 


you + without awful apprebenfuons of Gods Majeſly verently., 


! ,where any. Miniſter of ,Chrift hath-pxeached 
ni wnto you, as Ficob of Betbel, ; how.dreadfull 

;3s this place } Have you in your hearing Ser- 

is .9ns. ſet your, ſolver in the preſence of God , 35 

, Cypejus dig, When Peter, was preaching unto Ad. ro2gg 
Ae him d. 
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him ? The King of Mob will riſe up in þ wy 
judgement, to condemn the irreverence of 

many of our Profeſſors ; when Ehud toll þ;rfror 

Judg.3.-202 him, I have @ meſſage t» thee from Gul: ws 

; the King aroſe from! bis Throne , and bowelmmi 

bimſelf. | | ot © 

Farcleſly- | Have not you evidenced your irreverence[ounſ 

+. © I: bearing carelſly, dully, drowfily , ſlepi-biokl 1 

ly, &c, Have not you lent a more. atte-hou | 

tive cartoa Tale, to a Fable, toa Romance, hind 

to a Ballad, to a Stzge-Play of ſeveral houn} Hs 

length, than to a Sermon of an hour ?. Hawa) | 

not you come to Church , as to an Apothe. with 

carics Shop, for. a receipt to ſleep ? Hathnothhem 

the Goſpel come unto you in word only ,* mdffiers 

not in power ? When the Miniftcr' threatned} hav: 

you from the Lord, could you fy, My fif} you 

Srembleth for fear of thee, and I aw afraid} for 

z#by righteous judgements ? How tnany montith at 

and years did Gods Servants threaten you} _ 

with a Famine of hearing the Word of kj cre 

Lord ? but did this Judgement fright you} ap 

ind humble you, whilſt ic lay in the cloud df fe] 

the threatning, as the leaft appearances' oft} fo 

outward Famine have awakened you ? Whea] 

your Miniſters came ' with the tydings 9 

Peace to you, were their feet beautifuli; 

May not your Miniflers complain of you, 

Jen 8. 37- Chriſt of 'the ' Fews, My Word takes no flu 

in you? So careleſs have you been of ati} 

thing that bath been ſpoken to you by them, 

though 'in the Name of 'the Lord. | Wit 

E your Minifters declaimed againft your in; 

| +5 id you fothind what 'they delivered, wt! 
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P inþ my whit troubled ? Did you not barden Zcch. y. 
e of 45 45 an adamant? Were you not (vo 11,12. 
told ;rfrom being troubled for your fins, that 
Gd} ws your only trouble, you could not 
owed hmmit them without controul ? Were you 

it even troubled with admonitions and 
ence tounſels, commands and threatnings, that 
ſep broft you in your fins ? Can you fay, that 
ten-fhou Received tbe Word with all readinefi of Ads 17.11. 
ance, bnind ? | 
oun'} Hove yow not beard beartleſſh ? without a Heartleſly. 
Jave feeal ſenſe of your want of the Word, and 
the. [without an appetite to it ? Had youſuch ve- 
nt ſhement defires after the treaſure your Mini- 
and fiers were bringing you, as coverous men 
tnedÞ have aſter the treaſures of the Earth ? Could 
fib} you ever, with David, fay, My Sowl breaketh PR. 119. 
id off for the longing that it bath unto thy judgements 29: 
ntnsf of all times 2? | | 
you Have not you heard unhelicvingly ? Not Unbeliev- 
Th] crediting your Miniſters Do@rine, and not ingly- 
| applying it to, but ſhifting it off from your 
| ſelves ? Have not their Sermons been there- 
i} fore unprofitable to your Souls, becauſe not Heb. 4 2. 
| mixed with Faith ? Can you fay, that you - 
; off received their Word, as the Word of God 2 * Thc. z- 
{ That you applyed it to your Souls, as that '*” 
#; which concerned you ? May not we ſay, 
a With' grief of Soul, as our Lord hath faid | 
off already, Tor bave not heard bis voice as Joh-537- 
n; a time } When : you heard the Word, 
em which is Gods Word, did you hear God 
himſelf ſpeaking his own Word unto your 
hearts ? Rs os 


Have 


(Hi 


pal 
i , 
tie! ti 


Luk.11.18. Takes beed bow you hear ? And yet by 
Carpirgly. have you beard the Minifters of Chriſt. 


Non obe=- 


dient}y. 


ABs 9.4 6. 


Job 34.32. heart was open to-every command ; 


314. Their miſe Carriages towards Minif 


Have. you not been-cautioned by the 
Jeſus Chriſt, and -by his Miniſters, wi 


ingly f Not with a willingneſs to be j 
by. the Word, but to judge it, andÞ 
Preacher for it ? Have not you let ſlyf, 
moſt material paſſages of the Sermon, 
pitch'd upon the weaknefſes or impert 
cies bf the Minifier ? How oft have 
when you-could not blame the ſubjc& of 
rer, found fault with the method, and 
manner of dclivery ; and over-looked i 
wherem your Souls were eſpecially q 
cerned ? 


Have not you beard Non-obediently ? Ni : 


not you bcen #ntrafiable and amteachd 
Have you hot heard proxdly, and not h 
bly ? With hard hearts, and not with 


of fl ſh ,.. xexdy to rcceive the ;mpreſſan Te 


the Word, and willing to be moulded 
faſhioned according coit? When could y 
ſay.to any of Gods Miniſters, as Cornelin 
Peter, We are all here preſent, to hear all 

Is m— of Gad ?. When waſt thout 
fuch an yickding Spirit, as Sau! was of, Lt 
What wilt thow have me ts do ? His c epe# 


Fob's, That which 1 fee not, teach thou 
Have not you had your Exceptions ? If Ml 
ſters have enjoyn'd you to pray m your bi 
milies, perhaps you heard them thercin-3 b 
if they cnjoyned from the Loxd (the: fam 
SI that you pray in your Cloſa | 
£04 


72/1111 
4 ur 
o 


is 


S, 


y thel 


you examine your ſelyes, that you fill 


Fur hands with both the Tables, they could 


brif 
be j 
and 


be heard 3 one reſerve at leaft ; Where- 
s the right hearcr crics out, Lord, What 


Bit tho have meto do? 1 will do any thing, 


jd, aively or paſſively, to get Hell ont of 
ſoul now, and to keep my ſore! cut of Hf 


Fereaſter. 
erti 


onght the Dofrines they heard to the 


Imeaſuring Line of the Sanctuary 3; but fo 


have not you + They fay, a man will tell 


F money aftex his Father 3 but you have becn 


too careleſs, to tell over the Do@rines you 
have heard. How many were there, to 
whom the reputation and worth of the 
Teacher, was ſufficient proof of his Do- 
Qrine, recciving all that was ſtamp'd with 
his tongue ? Have not you called fuch and 


ſuch a Miniftcr, Your Father ow Earth, in Mat. 23.9. 


the Game ſenſe in which Chriſt forbids it ? 


Have not you bad the Perſons of men in admi- Jude v.16, 


rztion, and that for advantage ? No wonder 


| that Errours have abounded., Men, that 


through an over-clteem of the Miniſter, 


7 take all upon truſt, or through ſloth will 
* not examine Dodrines, are hike to be de- 


ceived, 


 . May not Chrift chick you, rather than the Not re- 
Diſciples, with, Why do you not remember ? —— 
*Have not you heard the Word, 'and inftonth 1j,. q is. 


forgot 
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After bearing the Embaſſadours of Fleaver, Afcer, Nor 
Sow fanlty bave you been ? In not examining examining 
Tphat you have heard by the written Word ? The what they 


ave 


Irreans confalted with the Oracles of God, heard. 


316 


Heb. 2. 1. fearning, but 'not come to the knowledge of 1 


Mat.13.19. came #be wick: One, and catebed away w| 


Not medi- 


rating con 


Its 


Lev. 11.3. Beafts were known from the unclean, chw4 . 


Luk.rr.25. Pot, with Mary, keep the ſayings, and put 


Their miſcarriages towerds Miniſter, he 


forgot it ? hath not the Word gone in at ol 
car, and out et another ? haye not you 


nt At 


| ſlipthe Word? The word mw9hivauly is mb * 
Jam. 1.25. faphorical, taken from a Sieve, or lecki 


T Ho 
C loſes 
ng 
tehe 7 
Ale-l 
not 
diſcc 
bers, 
Ror 


was, ſowen in your bearts : and was not th 
Word, and the labours of Chrifis Minit _ 
fallen fo low, that you . were contented, i bo 
leafi little troubl:d, thus to be. pillaged of thi 
heavenly treaſure ? | 

Have not you negleQ:d Meditation upon thi 
Word yow bave heard 2 It was one (pccial wi, 
whereby, 1n time of the Law, the cleuj 


Veſſel, when the liquor runs out as faſt wy 
is put in, Have not you hereby been 


truth ? Your Memories ſhould be like th 
Ark, wherein the Pot of Mannah was kept 
but alas / When you heard the Word,” the 


wit 


ing the-cud. But how. few ruminate upoj , 
what they have heard and received ? They < 


der them in their bearts. Bleſſed are thy 
that hear the Word, and keep it. How fe 4 
retire into their Clotets, and reflic& on ti g 
uſefulneſs of the Word, for the nouriſhment} © 
of their graces, for the deſiruction of thei} 

fins? How few confider, whether they hari} 
met with God in the Sermon, yea or no} , 
You ſhould have gathered up the words d} 
Chrifts Miniſter, as Chriſt faid of the frag} | 
ments, ſo 4s none ſhould be loft ; or as thi} ; 
Gold-ſmith looks after the very duſt of gold; F4 
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at 


'Oou 
IS nf 


U 
n 


of t 


lechiy 


/ 


at as ſoon as Confcience was quieted, did 

on ever think more of the Ward ? 

How few bave gene from #be Church to #be Nor pray 

loſer, there to poxr ont their ſouls for @ bhſ- ing over it. 
upon what they beard ? From the Pulpit to 


the Trade is bad , but from the Papi to the 


Ale-bouſe, that's abominable ; but all arc 
not clear herein. O1 If when your fin was 
diſcovered 3 you had gone into your chamm- 
"of bers, and begged humiliation for it, and vi- 
'] Rory over it 3 and if when negletcd duty 


(E tit 
kept 


Ie Oh 


viſt 
d, i 
( thi 


n th 
wi); 


cleul 
hen 
upon 


y d 


pot 
the, 


was pecſt in publick, you had retired, apd 
prayed to God to incline your hearts to keep 
Gods flatutes, would it not have been better 
with yoa, than now it is? - 

Have not you negleffed to talk, of what you yy; tae 
have heard ? Have not ſore, as foon as dil- ing of it, 
miſſed from the Sermon, fallen into imper- 
tinent diſcourſes z about news and trifles, or 
into worldly buſinels ; and fo the thornes 14, rg, 
eboak'd ll the conviions, which they re- 7, 22. 
ceived under the Miniftry ? They conlider 
not, that the Word they have heard, hath 


{ been the ſavour of life , or of death - and 2 Cor. 3» 


i that every one that gocs from a Sermon, ** 
xt} 693 off either with God, or the Devil, in his 
herd company. : 

't Have not you been bearers of the Word anly, Not pra- | 

"my | andnot doers of 51 ? Have not you fo deceived filing on 
oy your own ſelves ? Your Minifters have preſt J** 
; { You to ſecret Prayer, and to conſtancy in it; 
kd but have not you gone away, and continued 
Wo the negle& of that, wherein the power 
Id:; 


ef godline(s, and hcart-finccrity mainly con 
ſ 
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Luk 11.28, fiſts ? Bleſſed are they that bear the Word & an 

| God, and keep it, 3, e. that are good Protiibus hy 
t20ners, that have a conſcionable care vi thi 


regulate heart and life according to wh 
they hear ad know : They are rather blfhy jr 
than the Mother of Chriſt was, for bringinggrds © 
bim into the World :. Chriſt puts a rather 'upaþs «9 
the good PrafQtitioner, than upon the Yidouwh 
gin Mary. But alas 1 Let it be for a 'T: 
mentation, that fo many Profcſſours huggrou: 
been for hearing z but for doing only whiſar + 
' Amesg. theylifted : Saying, When will the new Muave: 
5,6,73,9. be gone, that we. may ſell Gorn? and the Sithat 
bath, tbat we may ſet forth Wheat ? Makinfook 

the Epbah ſmall, and the Shekel great , aul{Mini 
falfifjing the Ballances by deceit ? That we mylout « 
buy the poor for ſilver, and the needy for a paiſucct 
of ſhoes > yea, and ſell the refuſe of the Wheat !fhave 
The Lord hath ſworn by the excellency of Jucobdow 
| Smrely I will never forget any of their wakſgini 
Mat-21.43- Shall not the Land tremble for this, &c ? Thhupc 
Luk. 12:43» x ingdom of God ſhall be taken from you, allfered 
' given to @ Nation bringing forth tbe fruitlhel 
thereof : But Blſſed is that Servant, wha wo! 
bis Lord, when he cometh, fhall find ſo dang wh 
When did you find the Glaſſes to difcovtth up: 
and amend your Spots? Have you bcen |} ler 
znto the Form of the DoQArine, which ye bow} * 
. recezved ? Have you obeged from the heart th $212 
Form of Dodrine delivered t0 you ? Hath youth wc 
profiting appeared anſwerable to the many} nal 
months and years you have fate under the} thi 
Dews of Heaven ? What do you know mort} ('d 
than you did b.fare? What do you ns bs 
- oh 
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ord and bope for, more than you did ? have 

Pratidus hearts and lufts fiooped more and more 

ac v6 this Scepter of Chrift ? Believe it Sirs, It 
Whih be 03 more odigis, and Chriſt more ſweet 

* blftþd precions, after you have been 'in the Sbep= 

inginprds Tents, you bave bift your bearing hours, 

'Upaihs contratted more guilt 20 your ſouls. That 

 Vion'have not been changed from gloxy to glory, 

a lik a great ſtain to the Miniftry, and a great 

hanground of ſadxfl to the poor Minifters, who 

Wiutear they have Jaboured in vain. And yet 

Maeve not you been ſuch unprofitable hearers, 

Sahthat ' Seekers, ' Ranters,, and ®nakers, have 

akintook occaſion to cry down the Office of the 

miMinitiry , as a Chear, as an old Almanack 

 ngfout of: datez becauſe they have ſeen how un- -— 

| perfucceſsful the labours of Chrifis Miniſters 

eat have been upon your Souls ? If you had come 

otdown from theſe Moxwnms with your faces 

Mftining, if you had received more of God 

Thlupon your hearts and lives, you had more 

 "feredited the Minifiry, and put to filence 

ruiththeſe fooliſh: men, What ſhall I fay? A 

hea worſe Famine is coming on Profefſours, than 

angy what happened to Aigypr, and if you have laid 

Ort up no fiore, what will ye do in the years of 

cath lean Kine ? | 

hl 7. Have not you greatly miſcarried, 45 to Their miſ- 

th conſulting with them ? Though one great carriages, , 

'outf work of your Miniſters was, to deal perfo- £000 

af} nally with your Souls : and God intruſted 4, fic 

the them with tbe power of binding and lofing, Miniſters. 

ore} (doRtinally at leaft) and hath promifed #0 1. i 

w. looſe in Heaven, what they looſed on Earth - 
_ a SR, an 


| 


: % 
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and to confirm the Word of bis Servany, | "< 
perform the Counſel of bis Meſſengers ; (wls 
bow little weight bave you laid upon their jul wor 
ments ? - tf 
Laying lit- Have not you more credited the Phyfu tell 
tle _ Opinion of your Bodies, and the Lawyers abyl by 
mah reay your Eftates, than you have your Minit aw: 
ei. Ih concerning your Soxls ? Ho 
Nor con- How fcldome are Miniſters conſulted wi ſeve 
—_— about the bufineſs of the Soul and Etercinf of 
all. Willnot they in the Ads riſe up to condenf and 
" this Generation ? They repaired to Chil yin 
Minifiers, with, Men and Brethren, Wil pid 

AQts 2. 37. ſhall we do to be ſaved? Butalas ! Howngf blo 
bave ſate 30, 40, 50, lears wnder al of 
blo 


Ifa. 44.26, 


niſter, and never adviſed with bim 1 
#0 do ? 
Througk They have been no more moved, than( dra 


— Rocks were, that Bede Preached to. fro 
nels. Oc elſe, through the Pride of their heat rol 


Eride- they have thought to heal themſelves : Thy to 
have been fo putf'd up with their own knoff to 
ledge, that they have not cared to hay Ing 
what their Miniſters could declare unto they ces 
If they be to take a Journcy, they will uf an 
the Way of cvery one they meet ; but ſow nit 
reaſonably confident are they of their knoi 

| ing the Way to Glory, (thozgh there be ms ba 

Prov. 144 IWayes, that do indeed lead down 20 Hel, y ® 

_ ſeem the right Way to Heaven) that they wh an 
ngt fo much as ask the Way chither-ward 4 th 

Proy, 26, any Guide, The fool is wiſer in bis m C0 

26, epnceit, than feves men that can rende'({ ha 


reaſon. th 
'F 
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wo "Orclſc they have thought as well of their 
3 Whwls as ſome. do of their fleſh, that the 
y jul wound will hea} of it (elf. And hath it not 
fo done? no body knows; how ? Canyou 
fda tell how the troubles and impreflions made 
1 aboſ by the Miniſtry in your owt: Souls have worn 
[init away ? have not Miniſters found after the 
Houſe hath bcen ſwept and garniſhed, that 
d wil ſeven worſe ſpirits -bave entred into the Souls 
roo} of many convinced, and terrified Profeſſors; 
ade} and their latter end was worſe than their begin- 
Chi ning 7 Many ( faith Gamous Hookyr ) in a flu- 
Fd pid kind of fottiſh (enſeleſnels, wear out the 
'1 DE fo waſte away to nothing : as ma- 
a| ih out of ſorrow have becoine like ſenſclefs 
ks; _ y* £1 EE Os 
| _ How oft hath. Satan , like a. Cut-purſe; 
un 0 drawn chce into folitudes, diſlwaded thee 
from going near. thy Miniſter , that he may 
eat} rob thee of thy Convictions ? and the better 
Thy to cfet this , hath he not perſwaded thee 
noff -t9-look on the Miniſter as proud, high, ſcorn+ 
| ley Ing. to condeſcend to hear . thy Soul grievan- 
thay ces,” and .complaints, whereas he hath many 
ll a and many a time with the greateſt importu- 
uf nity beg'd this txouble of dreſſing thy ſores ? 
now If you have conſulted with your Miniſters, 
f have not you delayed going #0 theſe Soul-Phyſi- 
l, x tans? When the wound was newly given, 
j m4 and bleeding, you ſhould have repaired to 


rdq them; but like Felix, you bave d:ſmiſt your 
on} Convictions to ſome other opportunity. How 
de hath Saraz b:fool'd many ? perſwading them 


( 
% 
OT”. * 


"Thinking 


321. 


the wounJ 
will heal 


Nor col. 
ſulting 
with they 
ſoon 
enoughe 
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that there needs not ſo much ado, that the, 
F | *% Mts, 


222 Their miſcarriages towards Miniſftt1:| 1 
Miniſters is too legal , that he will drivel {ed 
deſpair , that (as Absb thought of Michs ſpe 
sb ) he will not ſpeak one comfortable word,| 5 
or that he will blazon the ſecrets of the fu 
ſouls, and fo they ſhall get a blot by unby| 
ſoming chemſclyes. = 
Their low $8. Have not yow bad bby ends im viſuin 
and baſe them ? yea, not only low, but baf&in goin 
ends to your Shepheards Tents ? Perhaps they w 
Cn full of Hiftory, and you would enrich you} ©; 
| ſelves with the knowledge of the times & © 
many generations paſt”: perhaps they waj ** 

merry, ( too @werry God knows , $00 full | 

fquibs and jefts , the Lord forgive the wnſi 

ouſneſs of Miniſters ) and you have delight 

in thein, as Sax} did in Davids yup, if 

drive away fadnefs and melancholy : orpe 

haps your Miniſters had quick, nimble put} © 

and you went to them to pick a Soles fray ** 

their Gardens , to pick forme flowers of (} © 

ratory, or to plcaſe your fancies , orth * 

ſpend away time ; but how ſeldom to recen 

virtue from Jeſus Chriſt throagh theſe pips 

how ſeldom co have your rocky heath 

broken, and to be cured of your carthly 5 

| rits? : | 
In inviting 9. How oft bave you invited them to Ju" 
em tO Houſes only #0 feaſt them, and to ſhew ontwatl 
= 5 ws your reſpe@ unto them ? but have not put (it 
' = opportunity to ſuch uſes, as May « 
Chriſts coming to her houſe ? how light 
vain , unſcrious, and jefting have you bit 
in their company ? It had been more yo 
wiſdom , as well as duty, to have pro 
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|. Their miſcarriages towards Miniſters. 3" 
ſed ſome nec:fary Dueries to them with re- 
bf fſpek co your eternity : you ſhould have 


drawn out their gifts and graces by propoting 


ſuch Queſtions as theſe. 
__ « How Sir ſhall I know the difference be- Quiettons 
"*tween the aſſiſting, and the informing and ey Mi- 
&« mnbabiting preſence of the Spirit > How nigers, * 


** ſhall I difcernwhe Spiris of bondage , from 


| © that bondage Sathan works in the Children of 


© diſobedience £ How ſhall I know the diffe- 
© rence betwixt temporary and ſaving Faith ? 


i *twixt legal and evangelical Repentance ? 
F © How fhall I know moral Vertzes from 


* Graces ? How ſhall I know that Iam gone 
*beyond the utmoſt refinements of Hypo- 


tf *crites ? How ſhall I know whether the 


* Goſpel hath had a ſaving efficacy on mine 
* heart ? How (hall I know Satans tempta- 
© tions, from the ſuggeſtions of mine own 
< beart? How ſhall I know when Satan, 
"and when the Spirit applyes Promiſes ? 
© How ſhall 1 diſcern ths motions of the Holy 
* Ghoft, from the inipulſes of Satan, when. 
* transforming bimſelf into an Angel of light ? 
"How ſhall I know the zeachings of the Spi- 
" rit, from the teachings of Men ? How ſhall 


Fl «y diftinguiſh Fancy from Faith ? How ſhall 
F I know, whether 8 have only dreamed, 
 *thatl am full, when all che while I have 


* been empty ? How ſhall I know the Devils 
"black temptations, from mine own cor- 
* ruptions, that I may know whom fo 


ex charge ; How ſhall j get aſſurance that my 


© Sins ate pardoned ? How may $ obtain 
> 2 & IiHory 
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© vifory over the World ? How may I 


* delivered from ſpiritual ſlotb ? What hal} #64 
&* do, that 1 may retain the influences of (xl Y!? 
<« dinances upon my Spirit ? How may 1 12 


<< more «ſefwul to all my Relations ? How my Y” 


«1 bridle my tongze , fo as to ſpeak evil #0! 
©< no man? How ſhall 1 know what is (4 9 
« work of my Generation ? How ſhall I dot 
& work, the works of God ? What ſhall 1dot 
* get a trembling heart under the Ford u 
* Yorks of God ? How ſhall I get a ſoft bean 7. 
«to mourn for my own and others Sins? How 
* ſhall I know what is my conſtzretion inf} | 
*« How ſhall I know. whether my conrageht 
© from natural temper, or the grace of God} the 
+ How ſhall 1 know whether my Patient be 
« 2atural or ſpiritual ? How (hall 1 knoy : 
* that I ſhall fpend an eternity with God? 
Such Queſtions as theſe ſhould have bet - 
ſcriouſly debated with your Miniſters ; but , 
wo and alas! When you and your Miniſi 
have ſpent hours together, have not ya .7 
contracted guilt, and made your fclves ut 
fit for fecrer duties ,. nay perhaps have nd 
time for the diſcharge of them ? th 
10. Hew have yow devoured mnch precio 
tizte in the preſence of your Miniſters ? Bot 
your own, ( which is fhort enough, there 
co make your calling and ele&ion' ſure ) and 
(which is a much more hainous evil)your My 
ziſter s time ? Have not you diverted him fron 
his great meditations and proj:s for tl 
everlaſting goud of your Souls? Have nd jp 
you callcd your Miniſicrs from their __ F 


f Their miſcarriages towards Miniſters. 9325 
T ind fiadics co entertain you? and have not 
4 you proved els without water & Have not 


you by needleſs vain conferences obfirudted 
your own' good, and hindred your Miniſters 
from being uſcful co your own, and many 


| more Souls. - 


' 11+ When you have met with your Mi- Being ſwift 


| nifters, have not your been ſwift 19 ſpeak ( when to ſpeak 
fo little purpoſe ) and ſlow to bear, what before, and 


{Þw to hear 


your Miniſter, Gods Deputy, would have ,,_: 1... 
faid unto you ? whereas God requircth you niſters, 


I to be fwiſt to hear, and ſlw to ſpeak. I have 


wondred to ſce the impudence of fome 'wo- 
men herein , who ( as it none had taftcd of 


} the tree of knowledge, ſave themſelves ) have 
been like bellies full of wind, ready to burtt 


till they had vent, and had no reip« to the 

preſence of their Minifter, who could not 

be heard, becauſe of their noiſe and clamour, 

though the Apoſtle hath ſcaled up their lips, 

by ſending them to ak quettions of their 7 ©9r- 14: 
Hughands at bome 3 yet they mult be pratling * 

35 if they had a Monopoly of all knowledge, 


| and as it their Miniſters were to learn of 


them , rather than they of cheir Miniſters, I 
am confident it 1s not the Spirit of God ; but 


|} the Spirit of Pride, Seif-conceit, and vain 


Glory , which puttcth private perſons upon 

theſe bold intrutions : fo that the Miniſicr , 

who is the mouth of God , is made dumb by 

their overmuch ſpeaking, who ſhould karn 2 Tim. 2. 
n filexce, What ſhall I ay? hear not me, > 7: 
but the wiſelt of men, yea the only wiſe God 


pr [1n him : In che multitude of words there want- p.gy x0. 


% 3 T1: I9, 
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gardlineſs 
zo them. 


were as niggutd)y as thou haft been. Lett 
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eth not ſin; but be that refraineth bis lit il be 
wiſe, ' Believe it, there hath been wantin tc 
in moſi Profeſſors much humility , "I ho 
ſeriouſneſs, much reverence of their Mw 
fiers: 'you have not had that fear and ww th 
which became you : few have trembled u| #b 
their approach to their Miniſters, as the pev| br 
ple did, when Samuel drew near. P, 
12, TJowr Niggardlineſi to your Minift 
is none of the leaſt of your fins; and therefor} th 
T ſhall take liberty to enlarge upon it. 
mens titles to their Cottages, their wata| fi 
courſes, their wayes, their eaſements be que} h 
ftioned, preſently a Lawyer is fee'd ; we wil f 
be at any coſfito ſettle the world ſurely oun} tl 
if our health be in danger, the Phyſiciani} tt 
ſent for : both Lawyers and Phyficians kov 
ſes and rooms are full of Clientsand Attend 
ants. 3 but men are contented to clear wj 
their own titles to Heaven and glory, and to} f 
heal themſelves of their fin ficknefſes-: 1| "| 
Plain argument , that they thought the Mi h 
niftry but uſcleſs , and that they could nul © 
a ſhift to live without Miniſters. Thou hl 
had Preſcriptions for thy Souls recovery all 
health for theſe many years, and yet perhip 
haſt not given one farthing to thy Soul-Phyi 
clans. Ifa Phyſician write a few lines,pwiid 
are opened : if a Lawyer plead a quutt 
of an heur, yea if he plead not at all, but 04 
ly give his advice, you think he deſerve ij 
fcez but the Miniſters work is ſo low in "1 
eftcems, that he might have flarved if 4 
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ir if be conſidered and lamented. Your Mini- 
nl Hers have been under a temptation to with- 
hold: che preſſing of this duty upon you : for 
ns} chat many lay in wait to diſcredit them, as if 
they preached for hire , and ſought years ra« 
ther than you ? but let me be your Renin- 
brancer this day» We cannot fay of you, as 
Paul of the Galatbians , that you received us 
4 Angels of God , yea as Feſms Chriſt , and 
that you would bave pluckt out yoxr eyes for us : 
Alas! what did you for us moxe,than the con- 
firaints of the Law compelled you to? And 
| how many wiſhes had you, that all the Laws 
e will for Tithcs had been abrogated upon pretence 
our;} that Minifters ſhould have had a better main- 
ian i} tenance by 2 voluntery contribution ? TY. 
 hovſj But do not we know that the great ſiick- — 
tend} lers for this have been moſt cloſe-tified to the ;, 1p, 
Ir wi Minifiers? Have not (ome of them refuſed for their] | 
ad of to give one penny to the Minifters, whom mainte« 
5.; 4] they waited on for years together ? I wonder "ce: 
eM4 how you could in your reading the.Scrip- 
uk tures ( if you have indeed read them ) fo long 
hulf overlook , who goeth a warfare ary time at | © _ TT 
' bis own cbarges ? who plantatb aVintyard and OP 
= RAteth not the fruit thereof ? or who feedeth a 
bybt flock, and eateth not of the.milk, of the flock ? 
if Say I theſe things ar a man ? ov ſaith not the 
Law the ſame alſo? For it is written in the V: © ; 
x Law of Moſes, thon ſhalt not muzle the mouth V: 8 : 
of the Ox, thas treadeth out the Corn, Dotb 
1thj} God take care for Oxen ? Or ſaith bet alto- 
f al} getber far. our ſakes ? For our ſakes no dowbt, y 1G; 
chit #64 is Pritten: that be that plowetb ſhould plow Y 
| RX 4 | 3 


: .. for the number of the People, without ti 


ſhould be partaker of bis ' hope. 


ſown unto you ſpiritual things, ii it a pull 


others be partakers of this power over you, 4 
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in bope : and. that he that threfheth in biylns 
If we hinlyi 


thing if we ſhall reap your carnal things? |} 


not we rather ? Nevertheleſs we have not uh 
tbis power : but ſuffer all things, left we find bir 
binder the Goſpel of Chriſt. Do ye not hinj W 


'#hat they which miniſter about holy things, lnll fta 
' of the things of the Temple ? And 1bey whilh re 


wait ak the Altar, are partakers with the A M 
tar ? Even ſo bath the Lord ordained,” 1h wi 
t#bey which preach the Goſpel, ſhould live of oh de 
Goſpel, That you may be the better cof th 
vinced of the negle@ of your duty, ſeetly th 


Apoſtle claims it as his 3F«7is , his Pomy fl 


his Right, and lawful Authority, to rectnj K 
rnaintenance from the Corinthians ; Andy | 
deed Chriſt hath impowred his Miniſten} t! 
and they may demand it, without anyjif | 
imputation of covetouſneſs and (elf-feeking} £ 
as the Labourer may his hire. The Apoti 
had power to forbear working, 7. e. ati 
Trade : He 1mplyes, that the Miniftry wot 
be the {addeft employment, becauſe of ff 
laboriouſneſs of it , if Miniſters ſhould nt 
live of their Minifiry : Beſides, Mianiſty 
Sive people gold for braſs: Again, Ti 
who minifired about the holy things, ling 
of the things bf the Temple, yea and pl} - 
tifully too; for they had the Tenth , andf 
were ſcarce the $3xtieth part of the Peopl 
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c 
d 
I 
i 
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l 

f 
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Levites, amounted to s thouſand thowſat; = 
= , \ : : "PS. ett. © Son 7 a . 
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n binknd three bundred thouſands : and the Le- 

ve hnyites, numbred from the Infant to the old 

a ou man, were found but two and twenty thou- 

75 ? fi(ands; Butalas ! Though the Apofile be fo 
| af perermptory here and clſe-where, Let bim G21. 6.6. 
t uit that'ts taught in the Word, communicate unto 

» find bim that teacheth in all good things : And the 

f Wiſeman, Honowr the Lord with thy ſub- prey, 3.9: 

nl ftance, and with the firſt-fraits of all thy in- 

# creaſe; Yet I may renew at old complaint: 

Many have dealt by their Miniſters, as Car- 
4 ricrs do by their Horfes, they lay heavy bur- 
i dens upon them, and then hang Bells about 
their necks ; hard work, and good words - 
y they ſhall have ; but cafic commons, and 
flight wages ; as if they were ofthe Camelion- 
kind, and could live by the air. 
But if you have parted with any thing to ©, «- 

{ the Minifier, hath'it not been as Almer, giving only 
wu not as Dues, not as Right ? Have not you © charity, 
of excuſed your ſelves from giving what was {1 

| due from you, with, The Miniſter needs it 1... pho 

$ not, he hath a fair Eſtate, or at leaſt a com- as due, 
petency ? Yea, but what faith the Apolile ? 
| Have ye not reaped our ſpiritual things ? and 

ſhould not we' your carnals ? Have ye not been 

infiruced ? Why then did ye not commumcate 

to your Minifters in all good things ? Bath not 
| the Lord expreſly alienated a proportionof 
j . Goods for the Miniſiers labour? How dare 

you live in the Sin of Sacriledge £ Is it not 

Sacriledge for you to detain from God what is 
} dueto um ? Yon are inthe ſnare; for you bave Prov. 26, 

mw; drvonred that which is holy, Suppoſe - = Buy 
= ou 
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216,17, 


The: 
ſhould work for-thee all the day long, wall has 
it be an excuſe for the detaining his 


| from him, to ſay, The man hath a con... 


tency, yea he is rich, he is richer than I of... 
my Children want it more than he doth, yh, 
hath little or no charge ? O ? faith the Lats, 
The Labourer is worthy of bis bire. Woll,..( 
thou not ſay ſoin that mans cafe ? O 1 Liſa 
up to the Light of Nature, or throw up tiger 
Profeffion. It is no lefs than a wonder th,,y 
fee how little honeſty there is among majj « 
yea among Profeflours, To defraud a Mip;o 
ficx is hardly counted a fin. The riſc of thy, 
is che great contempt of the Minifiry : A 4d 
that .God 1s now rcckoning with you ly gyr 
The Lord God of your Fathers ſent 30 youll wn 
bis Mi(ſcnfters, riſing up betimes and ſin Ty 
ing ; becauſe he bad compaſſion on bis puſh me 
and on bis dweling place ; but you mocked li wi 
Meſfengers of God, and deſpiſed bis wullf you 
and miſuſed bis Prophets + May it not be v4 bl 
ded? Until the wrath of the Lord aroſe agua re 
bis people, till there was no remedy, For tl 
Sin, God brought upm the [raclites the Ki 
of the Chaldees, who ſlew their young w 
with the ſword, in the bouſe of their Sanduar 
and had as compaſſion upon young man or mally 
en, old man, or bim that ftooped for age, 
gave them all into bis hand, Have not 0 
cauſe to fear, left you ſhall alſo be (> givay v 
into the hands of worſe Babylonians ? Yol t 


can jadge what is 2 Miniſters competencJy « 
but when have ye a comptency .?+ You cal 


add field to field, houſe to houſe, hundred} | 
to! 
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> TMX, hundreds, and yet the Horſe-leech cries 
his ap; \ Give : Yet do not you judge a ſmall 
cong:oend, that will hardly keep body and foul 
n 1 Gogether, a comp:tency for a Miniſter ? 
What is that great ſervice you do for God 
zove the Minittcr, that you ſhould think it 
aſonable, to leave hundreds, yea thou- 
Winds to your Children, and that the Mini- 
ter ſhould be | kept fo ſhort, that he cannoc 
ave them a groat ? What ſhall I (ay to you ? 
Let me borrow the words of God by the 
Prophet ; Will a man rob God ? Yet ye bave Mal. 3.8, 
Of thirobbed me : But ye ſay, wherein have we rob- 9 
: Abd the ? In Tythes and Offerings, Te are 
0u i curſed with a curſe : for Je bave robbed me, 
JOUR even this whole Nation. Bring ye all the 
d ſc Tythes into tbe Store-bouſg, that there may be 
Pei meet' in mine bouſe, and pgove me now bere- 
Ws with, ſaith tbe Lord of Hoſts, if I will not open 
wly you the windows of Heaven, and pour you out a 
© uy bling, that there ſhall not be room enough to 
OF receive it. 
rf O! Donot any longer detain what is due Reſtitution. 
Kuf to your former Miniſters : make reſtitution —_—_ 
| ={ of unjuſt gain, as ever you hope to be ſaved. x. ymeogg 
#%J Itis notgcnough to ſay, Lord, forgive me, given what 
vai I thought it not my duty ; but thou muſt wasdue 
, 7 reckon how many years thou haſt reaped Spi- _ them 
30} rituals, and pay what thou oweii, or Fudas Miniſters. 
wa will condemn thee, for he thought it unſafe 
Yolf to keep what was unjuſfily got. Remember 
KJ Zachew, he thought it not cnough to give 
ca! Over his oppreſſion, but, when convertcd, 
$0} he made conſciegge of making reſtitution. 
| _ "__ Tu 
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7 Car. 9. 
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Jam. 5. 4 b.ood. 


'ther ſhould their maintenance have been 
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Let the Elders that rule well, be connted'y bicb 


ſaith, thou ſhalt not muzzle the Oxe, | 
treadeth out the Corn , and the Labnuy 
worthy of his reward. Here you ce duff 
honour, honour - of revereNce, and honow 
maintenance, W:S due unto your Minifk 
Here is an alluiton to the right of the þ 
born, who were to have a double portinf 
Their maintenance was due from you ; 1 


dinary mercenary wages, but ſuch as is gi 
by way of Honour, as well as by way of $- 
ward. Huve not you lived inthe conten 
of an Ordinance of God ? The Lord bat 
aained, ©Cc. as befage. Do not any long 
delude your CoMKciences, by crying agiit 1 
Tythes, as Antichrifiian, 2s Jewiſh. DF, 
not - Abraham, b.fore the Jewiſh Laws, p « , 
Tythes to Meich;/{edech £ And arc there u},, c 
from thence arguments drawn that you Calf 
not anſwer ? Why do ye not fear, elf... 
through the prevalency of Self, you ſhoil "7 
be tov baie, covetous and partial in youu, 
own matters ? O'! Give #0 God, whatih 
Geas : Deny not your Miniſters their duds, 
You owe vaſt fumms to them, which if ya, 
detain in this day of their wants, God wil 
call you to a ſpeedy account for the grindin 
oi the faccs of. thetic poor, yea he will milf; 
you vomit up ſach ſweet morſels, withullz, 
the reſi of your ſubſtance, 1f not with you J 
Bchold the bire pf be —_ 
os whidi 
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mea pic have reaped down your Fields, which is 
bo 19lÞ 9% kept back, by fraud, crycth : and the 
. Fries of shem, which have reaped, are entred 
po the ears of the Lord of Sabbath. Lydia 
' Þvcnenforcesd the: Apoſtles to accept ol her 
-e jſt, The Macedonians beſceched Paul with 
nuch entreaty, to accept of their bounty. 
f thou wert converted by one of them, thou 
lidft owe to him no lets than thy felif ; What 
hou art and haſt, ſhould not have been 
Kounted too dear for him, who was Gods 
Poſicument, to pull thee as a brand out: of 
, ſhe. fire, even when' thou waſt half burat. 
Pay at length with David, T will not ſerve my 
God with that which coſt me nothing, I ſhall 
Fconclude this head with the ſaying of a Re- 
'Fverend man, ** It is a plain arguinent of a 
"F** baſe eftecm of God, of Grace , of the 
\Kingdome of Heaven, that a Servant, 
'|©2 Fatour, ſhoald have twenty times the 
* allowance of Heavens Fackour for your 
** Souls : You are not come up to the ho- - 
| *neſty of the Phayiſee,” He gave Tythes of al Mt.c;.2;, 
hold © that be poſſiſſed, even of the ſmalleſt things, 
you * of Mint, and Annis, and Cummin : And | 
we * doth not Chriſt ſay, Theſe tbings ye ought Luk.I11.42, 
*to bave done ? What were your Miniſters 
' ya * more unworthy than the Prieſts of that 

cc Age? : | 
din} 113. If you have not been niggardly to- AdeſnK 
naked Ware your Miniſters whileft alive with you, GFrhewid- 
h off 29% 02 | you been niggardly towards their dows and 
you Wives and Children after their deaths 2 Veri- noma of 
A ly not minding the Widows and Children of —->c ang 
Ian - f _ 
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Pſal.119; 
158. 


1 Thel. 5, 
19. 


Their miſcarriages towarals Miniftal tht 
deceaſed Miniſters is a fin that God wil dur 
member in the day of accounts. David Salt 
quired after the ſeed of Fonathan: he 
denced his true love to the Father in reny 
bring the poſterity. O ! when ſhall þ 
be without diſſimulation ? 70 
14. Flave not you been a very great tk 
to their Souls ? Your Miniſters were fo 8s 
Qionately defirous of you, that they wi 
willing to have imparted to you, not 


i\ 


Goſpel only ; but alſo their own Souls ; {you 
cauſe ye were dear unto them : And js f$to! 
your kindneſs to your Friends ? to ha{1d 
[i 


even thcir hearts, who were glad to þ 
and be (pent for you ? How proudly | 
you carricd it toward them ? God threatyþ you 
the Iſraelites that the Canaanites ſnl 
pricks in their eyes, and thorns in their ſul of] 
Surely it better became Canaanites toF 8 
thorns to the Iſratliter, than for you ti} dr 
thorns to your Miniſters. How oft have | 

grieved them to ſee your foutneſs andy P! 
bellion again all their Counſels ! May i & 
your Miniſters: ſay as David, I behillf © 
Tranſpreſſuurs, and was grieved © bt be 
they kept not tby Word ? May they. not | p 
We have (cen your lukewarmnels, ya ® 
ſloth, your earthlineſs, &c. and our IF ® 
were troubled ? You ſhould have been'lf T 
the Theſſalonians, the crown of owr rej'Ye w 
but you have been crowns of thorns , with " 
have pierced not our heads, but bears: : ig © 
ſhould have refreſhed our Bowels, been : 
Cordials, and ſweet refreQives, alter 4 © 
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will dur wearifome labours 3 but have not you 
Yavid ealt unkindly with us? and the 'more we 
* he ave loved you, have not we had the Iefs 
1 remove from you ? Have not you been more 
hall jSmerciful to your Horſcs'and Dogs, than to 
-onr Miniſters? You have baited, and been 
+ infikind to thoſe creatures 3 but God knows how 
* fo ffafter all our toyle, our riſing up early, and 
fitting up late, our ſpending our tirength, our 
Juogs, our ſpirits, yea and our eliates among 
; you, you have requited us evil for good, even 
$to the ſpoiling of our Souls. Ye (tife-necked ads 7. 
$ Md nxcifcumciſed in beart and ears, ye do al- 5x, 5w- 
iy wages 'refift tbe Holy-Gboft : as your Fathers 
did, fo'do ye. Which of the Prophets have not 
your Fathers perſecuted ? &c, Have not you 
Liullf in [your hypocrific made outcries again 
r ff others for filencing your Minifters'? for taking 
; to away the bread out of yours and your Chil- 
; to} drens mouths? and for removing them from 
ve jf Cheir tations and dwellivgs ? But may not 
and profe(s in the name'of all my 'Fellow-Suffer= 
lay of Ers, that your miſimprovernents, | your: in- 
held & conftancies, your pride, and carthlicſs, have 
ua been, and arc our chicfeſt burdens ? a greater 
ot kf prcfſure co us, than any burdens, that lyc up- 
; ya} on our. names, bodies, or cliates ? I cannot 
r Sf but think of a paſſege of holy Mr. Shepherd, 
n 1 The Jews (faith he) did long for Chriſt, and 
ent When he came, they Crucified him : and you 
wh would have Miniſters, and you had them, and 
: If though you did not (immediately ) cafi them 
cen} Out of their places 3 yet you ſo wearied their 
er # Spirits, and grieved the Spirit in them, that 
x | you 


APES Ga es 


Their miſcarriages towards MiniſftnF 


you made them glad to bury themſelves, a; 
lcave their placcs 3: you had Prophets al 1 
thcir tears and their ſorrows too, yea and] ' 
their blood too, and O ! what a light matte] / 
was itjanto you to break their very hea ; 
Heb, 13, How little did you obey them that ruled oy| | 
I7. . Jou, and ſubmitted your ſelves, that they mig 
give their accounts with joy, and not with grif ; 

; 


How little did you believe, that #bat zs wn; 

| fitable for you ? Have not you made nothin 

of it, for your Miniſters to loſe their labo 

Lia. 49: 45» to put them upon crying out, I bave labour 
' | in vain ? Yea how have you grieved thi 

very Souls with reproaches ? Some who han 

pretended affcGion to them, yet have hu 

. their reproachtul Names of Prieſt, Parly 

_ Vicar, &c. Though Sod hath put a Cro1 

of honqur .upon them, by making chem hi 
Ambaſſadours 3 yet how have ſome imp 

dent Profeſſours blafied them with cha 

fiinking breath, and profane tcoffs ? Amb 

fadours arc inviolabic by the Laws of Nu 

ons. The Lord (faith one) hath ſet abt 

ter mark on them, than Cain: had, and git 

them a bettex patport ; touch nut mine anvil 

ed, and do my Prophets no harm 3 yet you 

made a light matrerof vexang their very Soil 

When you; couid have nothing elſe agail 

your Miniſter, have no! you been cenfuri 

him for his manne: of ſpeaking ? His Lett 

2 Cor. 16, ( ſay they ): are w:1' ty and powerful, but þ 
I9, bodily - preſence is %a4k,, and bis ſuch « 
bemptible. | 


want. .—_ 
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s, a} * Lafily., Have nos your Minifters been ſo , | being 
ts an] frowbleſorme to you 3n your fins , in your for-, weary of 
2. ani} makiry , worldlineſi, Iukewarmneſs , Oc. that them, 
mattz] you were ever weary of them * Haye not you 
zeaersl} been aS weary of- them , as the Children of 
| Ifadlof Angels food ? as weary as weak fio- 
machs-are of feeding on.one diſb'? Your Mi- 
nifters urged fleſh-difpleafing and felf-deny- 
»l ing dutics: they would not (uffer you to fin 
of Quictly ; and were not you therefore bur- 
| thened -with them ?. they would not; Rand. 
wil and comply with your carnal ends and finful 
4 intereſts; and did not your hearts therefore. 
4 cry Out away with them ? Have not you been 
if like the Gadarenes , more willing to part 
| with your Miniſters , than with your (winiſh | 
af ſults? Becauſe you did not like to retain God Rem, 1.18% 
id i your knowledge , *cis no wonder if God 
od £/2e- #p. many of you i a reprobate mind. 
{ Hath not che Goſpel been too colily, too 
q chargeable to ſome of you? and too irkſome; 
anh 1equiring too much pains taking, to others 
| df you? O! when you Remember your cry-= 
0:4 108 iniquities, for which God is chiefly con- 
.j tending with you, forget not this dreadful 
o he ka of being weary of Gods Ambaſſadours, 
could © being weary of ſpeaking with God, and 
of #{ hearing God ſpeak unto your Souls. 


* 
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Their wiſcarriages with reference to th & 
Profeffors Afimijters of Chrift, fince their remoud,| * 


niſcarri- G 
ages to- | fl 
=. me their | 


Ow many of you do not find them wan.| * 
if ny 
ow their © Hb. ? This will be evident” by thefol-| ® 


zemeval. Jowing Qacrics. 
Not _ Have you indeed accounted that none in th l 
_ of world want belp like your ſelves upon this v6) p 
them, account? Do youlook upon your fclves u 
Not - fitting in darkneſs , yea in the region and fi 


eſtceming gow of death ? under a worſe Plague than th 6 


mg Egyptian-darkneſs ? that was a darknek| * 
| [naFY wherein men livcs ; but do you look on thif| * 
a5 a darkneſs of d:ath? Do you account i| * 
Throw wuhout the Goſpel but the Devil 
Dung ? Wealth without the Goſpel, ful 
foi: Hell ? Advancement without 'the Goſh * 
| but a going bigh, to have the greater fal) i 
' Do you look upon your (elves as unde i 
worſe famine than that of bread ? Cannot jill ? 
your ſelves make up this great loſs ? cannot yu 
{ct other things in the breach ? 
Coins Do not ſome of you let good books in thi ? 
about tO room of your M: iftcrs? I confef (Go þ 
mono bs Reverend Man } Keading bath its uſe ;' butiliþ * 
books voice bath a ſecret for up n the Soul, it , Þ 


# Mivifterie] efficacy, by which the Authoi 
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$5, 


o th 


#Udl, 


Wan 
ic fol- 


in th 
© ve) 
VeSYy 


d fo 


an thi 


 trwe Cafie will ſoarper the Souls appetite: the 


| Jour ſelves by attending on Chrifts compant- Chriſts 


off rom Clouds without rain ? making up the 


334 
and Soveraign efficacy of the Spirit iu convey- 
id, I pray God the fruitfulneſs of the Prefs 
may not beget a diſ-eſicem and contempt of 
the great Ordinance of the Minilter already : 
you have been told already that Luther had 
ther his books ſhould be burnt, than the 
Fcripturcs ſuffer a diſhonour and neglect by 


nifiry , that you have ng further need to at- 
tend upon any Miniſters of Chriſt? May not 
ſach doubr whether their experience of the 
power and cfficacy of the Miniſtry hath been 
ime, fleeing. tkue experience thereof ſweet- 
wh the Miniftry unto Souls, raiſeth up their 
elleems of it, and ergogeth them to a further 
and more chearſul attendance upon it. A 


trut Chriſtian gets a Stomach by cating, as the 
nw bors babe by ſucking. As new born babes | 
defire the ſincere milk, of the word, that you 225 ; 
yy grow thereby , if. ſo be that ye bave found 
thet the Lord is gracious. — 

D>not ſome of you go about to make up a,q 


ons in the ſenſe of So'omen ? by going to compani- 

Wil: without water ? by ſucking empty breaſts, _— Re 
Whence you can draw nothing , but windor " 
bled? what is this but ſecking the. living 

among the dead ? expeRing gracious ſhowers 


Waat of bread with ſtoner, if not poyſon? O? 
Y2 why 
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why do not you fay , Tell me, O thou why Th 
my Soxl leveth, where thox feedeft , where thy ; 
makeſt thy Flocks to reft at Noon ? for wh om 
ſhould T be as one that turneth aſide by tl ©, 
flocks of thy companions ? | \ 
Not mour= What ſighs, ſorrows, tears, &c. bath the 1 o 
ning - moval of your Minifters coft you ? Cannotyn| / 
_ Of rub it out very quietly? It you loſe youſ 
yy Jewels, Eſtates, Names , Friends, Childre: 
- Ofc. we can read the ſorrows of yourhet 

in your countenances - you are almoſt angy 

with God when a goard is ſmitten. O ! whi 

ſinkings of heart are there among Proc 

ſors? what ceres? fears? griefs? not onh 

to the ſadning of their hearts, but altering 

their countenances , when the world vaniſh. 

eth? And yet noaking hearts , no dejed}' 
countenances for the glory's departing , ft 

Gods ſhutting up houſe and departure? In 

confident it hath not broke one nights rl 

to many, who yet will think themſely 
wronged, if they be not placed in the hight 

form of Profeſſion. 

Not: Faſt- Ihat time haſt thou ſet apart #0 bumble th 
ing under Soul for all thy abuſes of the Goſpel and M 
cus Jucge” niftry thereof ? If a Child be ſick, time mul 
'* be ſct apart to humble thee before God ; thi 

is your duty ; but the other ſhould not hav © 
 been-negleqed. Thou maycfi fubfif betta] ** 
withour Children, than without theſe Spin} * 

_ tual Fatbers : a Goſpel Miniſtry is a great * 

| Jewel, than many Sons and Daughters. ' Thi © 

having finned away the food of thy Soul * 

ſhould have put thee in Sackeloth, _ = 

1ogh * 
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're thi 


Fr wh 


by th 


F but you have plaid away your time : 15 it any 


. 


Fifling with mourning long ago. AT Ifracl 
lamented after the Ark; But are not you as 
merry and ſenſual at your tables as ever ? : 

Yea are not you ſecretly glad at the removal Yea ic- 


| of your Miniſters ? Miniſters and Miniſtry cretly bes 


ing glad 


( Gith Shepbeard ) arc bills of charges to a (1 


; or their 
Congregation , and too © coſtly Inhabitants remoyal. 


" among them. 


2. Have you juſtified God in the removal of Nor juſt;. 
thm? God as a wile and provident Maſter fying Ged 
gaye you glorious lights to do his work by; —_— 
wonder that he hath put out your Tapers and 
Candles ? Have you confcli the righteout- 
nels of God herein, that he will not be at 


colt to find you Candle light co play by? Hath 


this been thy hearts acknowledgement, © God 

*gwve me theſe lights, that I might work 

*for him by them 3 and becauſe I did nor, 

*but wrought the works of darkneſs ; there- 

*fore he hath moſt juſtly left me in dark- 

"neſs, and in the ſhadows of death : be- 

"cauſe I received not the truth in the love 2 Theſl. 2. 
therzof : I took it into mine head, but not 79> 77+ 
*into mine heart; God may juſtly ſe2d me 


Wl * frong delafions\, that 1 ſhould believe a he. 


"It is the obſervation of Parexs upon many Vid: Part- 


If **of the Jews being ſeduced, that it was juſt *"* 49: 
| © with God, that they ſhould believe im- * mm 
* poltors 3 becauſe they would not givc 
Credit to Jeſus Chriſt, O ! God may make 
; ſhort work with us in his Judiciary pro- 
% ceedings. When God hath departed upon 
- Tepulſe, he hath left a diſmal curſe be- 


#9 « hind 
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*hind him : I ſay »nto you that none of the: 
* men, which were bidden ſhaſi taſte of my Sup-|# 
© per; If the meat be on the table; yet iti|) 
*© jak with God that I ſhall never taſte of it; 
** for I have controlled the Spirit again and 
< again: twenty, thirty, forty years havel}" 
< vexcd the good Spirit of the Lord, and 
< therefore he may (wear in his wrath thatl 
<* ſhall never enter into his rect : If (one 
<« ſhall never taſte that have negleGed ons 
«Call, wo is me , who have negleQil ' 
© thouſands. Take words and fay ; becauk 
*F have not obeyed the voice of thy St 
_. * yants, it. is righ:cous that I periſh by the 
nas. Sword, and dye witko hewinkhe.” 
Not bleſ- -3» How litt'e have you bleſt , and do ju 
Snz God bleſs God, that once you did enjzy aG ofpel Mi 
tor tormer miftry 7 and ſ#cb a Goſpel Miniſtry ? How (@ 
ePPori” dom are fuch words as theſe , Bleſſed be thy 
: and bleſſed be their Counſels ,' and bleſſed be 
Lord , that ſent them out to met me in ft 
mer dajes, and for ſo many dayes , months, al 
years togethcr, found in your mouths? It | 
e ſign that your diſcſteems of the Goſpel anl 
Minifiry do fill abide , whilſt you cannd 
find in your hearts to thank God for enjoy: 
ing ſo choice a bleſſing for ſo many years to 
gether. OO | 
Not crying © 4. What cries have You ſent up to Heal 
for their for the return of your Minifters * Dare yl 
rettrl, thus imprecate, Les my tongue cleave to W 
roof of my mouth, if I forget to pray i0 
Zious welfare in this particular ? Had tf 
Minifiry of the Goſpel been counted a go! 
0 Le gul 


ee =ar”vNAaAcm=m - F250 02z..cN, =0M 


ayes to Heaven, for the return of it : Had 
you-believed,, that they came to treat with 


+: your Souls, about your peace with God , 
| ad that God hath appointed this as the great 


| means to bring your Souls to himſelf, you 
{| would not have parted with your Minifters 

Þ aafily , being as little moved, as at the 
| withering, and chrowing to the dunghill, of a+. 


formerly flouriſhing Noſe-gay of Flowers , 


10 and you would have wreftled with the Lord, 


by Their wiſcarriages towards Miniſters. | $43. 
[ous bleffing , you would have fent Rrong 


for- the return of theſe glorious Lights of 


Heaven. How can you chufe but fear, the 


4,8 Lord hath no mare Souls to convert in 


ul 


F fhat place , from which the Goſpel is re- 


moved ? Jclus Chriſt prayed, that the Go« 
ſpel might be ſent to the Gentiles : In an ac> 
atable time have I heard thee, O! How 


Iſa; 49 8. 
| compared. 
 Chould you have praycd for the fruit of with 2Cei 


Chrifis prayer ? Have you back'd praycr with's. 2: 


| prayer? Have you doubled your Prayers for 


the return of your Fathers ? Have they not 
begotten you ? Showld they not be unto you as 
Fathers F Will not Idolatxous Micah «fc 
$0ndemn you ? 


5. How little do you ſet your ſelves in a po- Nor pre- 
Gifte and tbe Mi- paring tas 


ſuch a 


fture for the return of tbe 
ziſters of is ? Untill you have humbled your 


Souls as low as the. duſt for your unprofita- 
bleneſs » Pride, ſenſuality, carthlineſs, 
Wo Uibelicems, and neglects of the Goſpel, 


for your abuſe of the talents of Gold, that 


1 th} You hid or wafted, can you imagine that 
} God will intsvt you with more talents ? d 


KL 4 


mecxcys 


Judg.s 17. 


= 


of 
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las 1: few put.themſelves in a readinels : fewhhut 


prepare to meet God, as formerly they hanlad 


met himin the folemn Afemblies. Verily;j{C 
Ne. 5. 13. God is gone and returned unto his place, till jul Pr 


acknowledge your offences ( your Goſpel-ſins}| #1 


and ſeek, bis face, But if ye ſeek him not eah] . 
how can ye hope for the bringing back: th 
Captivity ? that the glory and ſtrength wi 

return? 
Being ng- 6. How little do ye now lay out for the v1: 
gardly freſhing and feeding of your poor Miniſter, 
pomone -_ now that their nec«fities are fo growing! 
nw you cannot now excuſe your niggardlind 
| with this, they have a competency ; Als! 


; 


moſt of them, and their many lictle ones mþ 
in great Airaights and exigencics, and whith ' 


Gjll fraightned in your bowels? Is not tk 
Proverb made good , Out of fight out of mini! 
If all were as unmerciful as ſome of you 
+ they and their Children would {woon awj 


in. deſolate Wilderneffes. - Remember Hb 


gar and the Child : Did God pity that Fyp 
. 21an? and have you no pity on your pod 


Minifters ? Are not you fo far from the M 


| $ Cor. *_ eedonjax bounty, of giving above your jm 
er , that you will not afford them your 
perfiuities > Who is there that redeems (ro 


his table, from his: belly, from: his cloathf 


£0 cover - theſe naked ſhowlders, and to j 
theſe empty bellies ? Doth not Barack's ( 
| mn upon you , you trade for your felie 
feck great things for your ſelves, and 


=> 77 


way, Jap - VS 
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away your ſpiritual Fathers, with, I pf 


_ -bleſs you; G TY be ye - loathed," 


F- 
* 4 
5 


"e 
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: ſewlhut donot give according to their neceſſities, 

y hanged your abilities. O ! How dwelleth the love 7... 
Veril;}e{God in you ? Boaſt what you will of your 15, 16,17. 
til wProffſion and Faith, your Faith without Works 

|. fins )| + but dead. 

Jt earl, - WW; 

ck: the \ 
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the 14 | 

nifters | 
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whit 
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Want of Love among Profeſſors. 


A $S touching brotherly love ( faith the Apo- A come | 

file Paw] to the Theſſuloniens ) you need _ of 

mind} nt that 1 write unto you; for ye your ſelves are _ Spc 

f youll} taught of God to love one another, and indeed among - 

awif you do-3t + But may not I ſay to Emglifs Pro- Clhiſtias.. 

r Hy fefſors, As touching brotherly love, you need | Theff. 4s 

Eypj that I write unto you, for you are not taught of ” 

poo} (God ? © The fire of brotherly love ( faith 

1M one) is almoft ready to go out, ſcarce 

pry ©any ſpark of it yet remaining among us3 bat 

ir of * infiead of the fire of love, the wild-fire of 

s fron} © paſſion rageth vehemently, and is predo- 

oat} *minant. Many live as if they had beem 

ro if "*bgrn on the Mountains of Bether , the 

'7 jj © Mountains of Diviſion; and as if they had 

ſelvih © been baptized in the Waters of Meribah, 

| ſelf © the Waters of Strife, - Oh! that my head 

 piiſſ | Ptre 'waters, and mint eyes fountains of tears, 

ou to weep day and night: for the want of live - 
Ss 4 the 


_ Their miſcarriages towards Sxinti, | 
the Chrijtians of this gener ation tower | 
another. How common hath it been , 
| confine our love to our own party? We hf. 
Co. 1. 14, NOt loved aff the Saints. HOW few Bucers wil, 
there? How few love all in quibw eliquil; y 
Chritti vident , in whom they ſee any thin a 
of Cnriſt ? Many evcn hate thoſe that diffaſy,, 
from them, though but in Circumtantidgh 
Others, though they are aſhamed to prokf,, 
their hatred upon ſuch an account, yet ow 
Prov. 26. their batred by deceit, till theix wickednei cu 
wo. be hid no longer., but frewed before the wh 
Congregation. The Devil b:gan his Legerff 0 
demain this way, by covering his Enmiyf ,, 
with pretence of Friendſbip. What faith p, 
. the Apolile ? Pez love be without diſſimuldir| 
Rom. 12.9. on - But alas! With a dowble beart howd} 6, 
Pſal. 12.2. Profcſſors fpeck £ How few bave pmrifull ( 
: _ ** zheir Suuls in obeying the trath through the Shi| 4 
3 Joh. 3. 7it , wnto unfcigned love of the Brathrenl| & 
18. Moſt love in word and in tongue only, but ud 
 i#n died and in truth, Many, Ike your Fee p 
ther-caps humble Sexvant , pretene love ; bulf y 
it never appears above-board : it is Deaf | 
} 
c 


Friend, Good Sowl , but their hearts are not 
withyou. In order to the convincing ofw 
of our guiltineſs herein, O that our Con| 
cgi==any ſciences may be fuffered to give in full aw 
© 4. fwerstothe following Queries ! 
or Fire | , 
From 1. How have we caled for Fire from Fius| 
Heaven ven, ( like the two Diſciples ) when we ban} 
againft #howght our ſelves diſhonoured, in that othm| 
_ of have not given ſuch a reception to our wayes aud 
iftercnt IEG & 42 Have 
perlwai- Proflices in Religion, as we expetied ? " 
Os. o 


4s Saints. 


Magiſtrates been infligaged againſt godly 
20s, if of a differcat perſwafion from 


ir felves ? Have not we wiſhed others, 
' What divided from us in ſome Circumſtances 


uve not we been glad, when ſuch were put 


antialg out of all Offices and Places of Profit? And 


pro p 


have not forne thought it good ſervice to 


& opted, if they had been kill'd? Whilſt ſome 
ni cal ade colour of mercy and tenderneſs, cryed 
en 


Leger 
.NMity 
r ſaith 
lat 


and the Fewiſ} Ceremonies. 


for a general Toleration, even of blaſphemy : 
Others ran into the other extream , and 
would endure nothing, that they deemed an 
Error. Even to this day, if men fcruple at 
the lawfulneſs of ſome Ceremonies and Ge- 
flures in the Service of God , they arc 
thought worthy, not only to be caſt out of 
the Church 3 but to be dclivercd over to the 
Secular Magiſtrate , for Imprifonment , and 
Confiſcation of Goods at leaft : So much is 
Pauls meckne(s forgotten and un-imitated, 
who ( though zealous againſt the Faith-de. 
firoying Errors of Hymenews and Philetus , 
yet ) would have much forbearance for 
others, when doubting of the uſe of Meats, 
| *1I read in- 
*decd-in Pagan Writers ( faith one) that 
* Chriſtians were as crucl as Bears and Tygers 
* againſt one another, &c, But I had hoped 
* that this accuſation had come from the ma- 
lice. of Pagan Writers; Little did I think 
* tohave ſeen it (o far verified, &c. Lord, 
** What Devils arc wc UnfanGificd , when 
© tacrs 


Baxters 
Sa'"nts Ret. 
Edit. 8. 
part. I. 


chap. 9. 
P. Ill, 


348 Their miſcarriages towards Saints, | bs 
© there,is yet ſuch a Nature remaining in th{{ 
* SanGtified ? Such a Nature hath God if%the 
** theſe dayes ſuffered to diſcover it (ni 
* even in the Godly, that, if hedid not guf* m 
**.ciouſly and powerfully refirain , tha" ſe 
© would ſhed the blood of one another , aſc: 
*©no thanks to us, that it 1s not done. «| 
Un-Salre- 2+ To facilitate the deſtroying of ſyg**a 
ing of without remorſe, Have nt we blotted out thi} *c 
them up- reputation of their bolineſs, and repreſenl* 
pry Saints even as Devils * © It 1s utterly a fail *p 
#derſhan ©* among you, ( ſaid one of our Englifs Wo *b 
on Pal. 51. © thies formerly ) that the difference jj © 
P» 691. © jadgement and praQtice about the Cere| © 
© monies of our Church , hath cauſed fig} *1 
<« &rangeneſs , and alienation of mind af © 
"*affeqion, between ſuck as do- truly fe 
* God, both Miniſters and People; We ur © 
*(o far from recieving, eliceming, loving 
'* and maintaining, ſociety one with another, 
* notwithfianding this difference of judge: 
© ment about theſe things, that we arc apt th 
*© deſpiſe and judge one another for it, and 
* doubt whether there be any truth ofgrc 
** in ther, that differ from us in theſe things} 

* Surely, C ſaith the one ſide ) the indiffe- 
* ency and lawfulnc(s of theſe things, is now 
.*© (9 clearly manifeſted, as theſe men mult 
<* reeds be wilfully blind, that do not (ceit: 
<« Nay, certainly 'they cannot chuſe but {« 
< jt well enough, and were it not for a car- 
* nal reſpe to their credit with the pcople, þ 
« among whom they have- gotten a great 
« Name and Applauſe, by ſtanding out fo 
: ** Jong 


nts, 


in th 
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long, they would doubtleſs conform them- 


Wves. And ſurcly ( ſaith the other ſide ) 


God if the utter unlawfulnefs of theſe Ceremo- 
it Cifſ4nics is now fo clearly revealed, that theſe 
ot graf® men muſt needs be wilfully blind , that 
, thoſ"*ſee it not. Nay, they do fre it well 
r, aj %cnough, and were it not for a carnal re- 


*ſpe& they have unto - their worldly peace , 


f ſug] and eſtate , they would never uſe them; 
Wt thi * certainly they fin againſt their Conſcience 
reſenel] (in obſerving of them: And what truth of 


a faul 
+ Wor: 


nce in 


Cere 
1 (ach 
d an{ 
y fe 
ſe un: 
oving 
other 
udge- 
pt to 
| and 
gract 
Vngs 
diffe 
now 
mult 
et; 
t (ce 
cer- 
ople, 
Ir6at 
to 
long 


«orace can there be in them, that are wil- 
*fally blind ? and for carnal reſpects do 
* thus fin againſt their own Conſcience ? 
* Thus do both fades groſly and dangerouſly 


*err, and fin againſt rheir Brethren; And 1 Cer. 8. 


" when ye fin ſo againſt the Brethren, ye fin 27: 
© qpainſt Chrift. For the cxpericnce of all 
* times, and'of this preſent age, proveth 
"evidently, that therc be of both ſides, that 
"fear God unſeignedly , and in the whole 
*tenour and courſe of whoſe converſation, 
* the life and power of truc godlineſs doth 
* manifeſily appear. And if thou do not fee 
*this ( whoever thou art, thar art moſt 
* bitter: and violent of cither fide ) then art 
"thou certainly thy ſelf moſt wilfully blind. 
*And I do affure thee ( in the Name of the 
* Lord-,” and by good warrxant out of his 
«Word ) that if thou canft not unfcignedly 
* love every one that truly fearcth the Lord 
**( whether he conform , or not conform 
If thou canfi; not bewail and firive againft 
:* theſe hardconecits thou halt been wont to 

* enters * 


Their miſcarriages towards Saint 
« entertain againſi ſuch , thou canſt' haves 
«© comfort at all in thine own eftate bi 
God. | 

Thus far he that was in h:s time Englaf 
bcft Preacher. And is the matter any with 
amended now? ©! How have Prof 
ſpoken all manner of evil againſt choſe't& 
have differed from then in circumfianallys 
Have not they publickly railed ofte at x 
ther? What filthy” Names have they ging 
one another ? Schiſmaticks , Rebels, Dink 
ders, Pcace-breakers, enemies to 'the tufd 
O&c. even as bad as the Heatbens gave f* 
Chriftians ? Have not we been (o, e& 
againſt ſuch , that all the peoples timely 
been (wallowed up in inveRtives of onepuf 
ty againk another ? Have not we been coll 
cd and blunted, and loft our zeal in matt 
of greateſt moment , by letting out ( 
zcal' againſt the ſuppoſed errors of our þ 

| thren ? | | 

Backbiting 3+ If we have not been guilty of Un-ſai 

them. ing them 3 yet bow litth have we heeded 

A commands of God againft back-bixing ? 

Tr 7* ſhalt not go up and down, 4s a Taleb 
Rom. 1. among the people. Curſed be betbat ſmitabiy** 
29,39 Neighbour ſecretly. When the Apoſtle wouf 
Prov. 19. fer forth the great abominations of the Gu * 
TO tiles, he faith, they were whiſperers 

back-biters. Were there love, it would «© 
ll fins. Whom we love, we wre wont 
commend and praiſe; but. inftead of this, i 
do we ſcok againft thoſe that differ fraq® 
us, bebind thtir backs , though we SrokſFi 


GE 


a Saints, #. 
ir feces ? O abominable Hypocrifie ! 


WA... = wy” \ 
11.17% 26 


have \th | 
© bdilive not ſome commended an aQion to the 


Te of the man, and preſently in another 

Engladkce 3nd company cenſured the ſame ? whom 

ny wie love we would have' others to love ; but 

'rolelhy back-biting we ſcck ro draw off others al- 

ole' ti from their duty. * Herein, O! how do 

ſtances ſerve the Devi, who is the great medis- 

at wiljeay of differences ? I have oft thought upon 

ey gingthe Artiticial kind of Back-biting in Bernards Yideas 

$, Dintime : ** When they ſlander, chey will fetch 0707: «- 
ce uf deep fighs as if chey were much greived, pits 
ave ({*that others ſhould be {o and fo guilty, yea jerrer de re 
0, exif” they will ſay , I am cxceeding}y forry for 5rarde aan- 
mehulfſach an one, that he ſhould commit fo hai- 77> &c. 


one paſ® ous a crime; when perhaps it was all the © 
cn colf® while but a baſe lying report., Bclides 129g oy 


matteÞ*they will charge the Tale- bearer with the 
ut of * greateſt ſecrefic , when they will take li-- 
ut biſ" berty toaſperſe as far-as they have oppor- 
| "tunity, they tell the fault only to a Friend, 
ſal} "that will tell no body, bur Folks, of it. 
But why may not he have forfeited this. 
"gift of keeping Counſel, as well as thy ſelf ? 
-rq Why ſhould chou think chat che Hearcr 
"will conceal, when thou the Teller cant 
"not? And ifthou haſta mind the Brothers 
q © infirmities ſhould be hid , why doſt not 
*thou hide them ? Oc why doſt thou diſcloſe 
nj them to one ; whom thou ſaſpeReſt to be 

"no way friendly to the infamed perſon? If 
0F''@ man of a different perſwafion live (- 

fn humbly, chat we arc forced-co commend 
ch /4 "them, yet we will farely bring in one Ca- 

aq « lumny 


 * tention, and the Priefis were in the Conf 


 Hearkning 


to back« 


biters.- 
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 *ſumny.or other, that ſhall blot the perſgl; 


liberty have we taken co ſpeak againſt oi 
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*and: weaken all our encomiums of hinf4r 
© when we have brten forced to ſpeak fy 
* others good ations, how commonly dow 
"© lay in a But, ſomething or other, toaby 
"* the eftcem, that is due; it were well don, j 
©* the ends were right, if from good principy 
** zf not done in bypocrifie, &c. and by th 
* infinuations we refirain others from lovin 
** proportionably to the merit of the | 
* ſon. This is Doeg-like : he told the truth 
**but he infinuated as if David had an evili 


* federacy. Or we add, we ſroutd like bij 
< wel, if be were not thus and thus, bl 
*7s a leaper, &&c. prond, covetous, Cc, 

fcaſts, if not in more ſolemn meetings, wii} 


Brethren ? When Dijonyſius fearcd Piaj 
would revile him in the Academy amongluf u 
Companions: God forbid ( faid Plate ) thi | 
there ſhould be ſuch ſcarcity of matter to talk if 
in the Academy , that they ſhould talk, of thu 4 
Believe it, we had ſpent our time better t 8 
warm one anothers hearts with the loved N 
Chriſt, than to cxaſperate and inflame ti. 
Spirits of .cach other againſt our Brethrea 
Whet faith Platarch, another Heathen ? Taj 1! 
bave matter enough at bome, and within, t0 08 
your ſelves about. if 

4. How eaſily have we entertained a re) 
and eredited it againſt Brethren of diffet 
perſwoſions'? The love of Mothers makes then 
incredulous as to any charges laid 0 
CS thet 


%. 468k Sa 353 
 Perſaalitheir Children ; but how (cldom have we 
{ hin{/driver away a back-biting tongue with an an= Pro.25.23. 
Peak ory countenance ? how have we been Tak- 
ydowl-brorers ; how have we encouraged the Back- 
toabd biter co open his pack? how have we receiv- 
dons, iþ edall the defamations he would bring us?how 
incite have we credited reports upon hearſay, with- 


nts 


y theff out any examination ? how apt are we to cen- 

loving furcand judge before be, which is the Accu- DF ftxtur 
1c peril} fed, have the Accuſer face to face. This was 4 9% 4par- 
trutÞ the Romans Law : I wiſh it were the Chriſti */754 ts 


altera ;; 
evilin} az. Some of you learnt long ago, that zt AE nun FP 
© Conf 4 injuſtice 20 determine without bearing both ct ſtaturit, 
ke hin] porties, Have we loved our Neighbours 544 - 
buth} Name and Credit, as our own ? May wenot ans Wo 
conclude chat God will mcaſure to us, as we p,gy. —_— 
have'to our Brethren? Is it our wiſdom to 15. 
believe every word ? Would not David cut Pfal, Tor. 
ef thoſe whom we embrace ? We pretend we ** 
ae not the tirſi reporters; but are not we 
{ glad the report is fpread beyond recall ? are 
lot we glad that others good names are [toln 
Way? and do not we harbour the fioln-. 
goods? When others ſet our Neighbours 
if Names on Fire, do net we look on, and 
gladly warm our ſelves by it, and cry Aba! 
}þ 9 would we have it * But when do we go to 
| thedefamed Neighbour to hear what Apolo- 
\gie-he can make for himſelf? were we not 
4 Willing he ſhould fall in oar efttems, we 
_ have the Accuſer and Accufcd face to 
ace, ; 

5: How: bave we amplified and aggravated Aggrava- 
gan the offences-of differing parties biyond theiy due "> wag 

go: 4 pro= 


offences. - 
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proportion ? For fifty have not we fet dow” 
an hundred ? Have not we repreſented thit}** 
as done ageinft light, which was done igns|* 
rantly ? ' and that done with deliberatim, 
which was done roſhly ? We have not mdil.* 
a difference between raigning fins, and bu 
mane ſrailties.: between ſins repemted of, will 
n0t repented of, How have we been guilty i # 
drawing conſequences from our Adverfaridl ; 
Aﬀertions, and fafthing ſuch opinions i 
them, as we knew their Souls abhorred? an( 
yet hardly hath one of «thouſand retradlf 
theſe unjuſt charges, or humbled himſelf fa © 
this great iniquity before God, or Man. 

Not fi- 6. Have we filenced our charatterifuj 
Jencing Names even 10 this very day ? Theſe hat} 
Names of been the Devils bers , which he hathput] * 
difintion. and kept to our mouths , to bl-w #p our df} 
ferences to the greater flame : Theſe 
calls, the trumpets of diſcord, and a main 0b 
facle to peace. 
Not endea= #7. Did we begin t0 flop breaches betinnll * 
vouring did not we fuffer our wounds to be kt 
Pon open too long? and hew few yet are tha} # 
ve Bt: that endeavour to compoſe the jars and dilk 
rences that are among us? When there wil 
bickerings concerning Moſes, the Law, G 
cremcifion , and Sacrifices ; how doth Im 
beſeech Enodias and Syntiche * How (ew 
like one of the Fathers, who was (o mil 
affeRed with the divitions of Chriftians, tl 
hs profeſt himſelf ready to let out bis ll 
Blood to cement thens toggtber ? | ſhear my _ 
outcries againſt diviſion z and now 1t 5} 
| evig © 


4 Saints. 

_ | ryexry mans mouth, it is time toagree; But 
"Ik them; what they mean by agreement ? 
'[ ad you'l find Conformity is intended 3 they 
would have you to fioop to them , even 
ain Conſcience ; they will not abate an 
inchof what they have pretended, and pro- 
kfled as their principle ? Few entreat for 
«| peace, and thofe few that do indeed endea- 
| vour to hinder the (rife of Brethren, fare no 
better than Moſes : He is thought to carry 
an a delign for a party that ſucs for peace,and 
d&fires brotherly and amicable Conferences, 
| Many cry for peace, and commend it; but 
| they will notbe atcoſt for it. The curſed 
cf principle 15 fiill harboured , that it 18 adif- 
ble thing to- yield firſt ; but that 
others muſt begin to ſtoop tous : Whereas it 
s Gods honour, that he ooped to us firkt. 
We are loath to ſuc for peace, and to bzg 
reconciliation - with thoſe, that have: been 
| more in the offence than we. I find little 
condeſcending to remove miſtakes aud pre- 
| judices. If we have once offered terms of 
af peace and reconciliation , we- fatishe our 


fe lelves therein 3 but have not purſucd and 


d followed aftcr peace : we have not uſed 
| MeanSupon means: This is aclear evidence 
of our too much indulging our diſcords and 
animokities. When there is a diflocation of 


a One Member of the Natural Body, if one 


 Bone-ſetter ſets jt not right, wetry another : 
of 30d leave no means uneſſayed , till all be 

| drought into-Oxrder again. Sure our hearts 
is 3X not overcome with the love of peace: I 


S- 2 wilh 
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wiſh we could ſay as Luther once-in an Fy; 
file to the Paſtors of Straesbargh , T proy jul (& 
be perſwaded, that I ſhall alwayes be as defirow yo det 
embrace concord, as I am deſirous to have jþ| to 
Lord Fefus propitious 10 me. | his 

Our jdifte= $8, Have nt our differences come 0 thil .. 

— beight , that we have condemned thoſe alling thi 

= G an of Diſſenting Brethren, which before they Wl ſag 

like good ſented from us we approved and commendid}} ha 
eniter- Demeirins of Alexandria liked Origens make} the 
| 1 and jng himſelf an Euneuch , *cill they fell ou of 
mag and then he wrote againſt it. Yea, ba ſo 
we have 79t we diſcommended ſome very good enteril - 
approved , ſes , meerly becauſe they bad an b-ndin thnf} al 
and that + Thus ſome confcilcd that they had liked mw TI 
an Boy of Luthers Reformations, but that ſo contenpg] 'k 
party; tible a Monk ſhould have the honour of} go 
g1inning them, When men are highly nj $ 
flamed for ſome one thing , they will diſikf 
all the party doth, whilſt they are in thif to 
paſſion. Beſides have rot we been aptt th 


quarrel with , and miſlike whatſoever} th 


done by, a whole fociety , if we be fallenay w 

with one of that ſociety ? Hath not a whilſ {th 
Not con- family ſometimes ſuffered, becauſe we hun 0 
feſling- been angry with one of that Family ? ar 
OIIED 9. How few are there that mutually cali # 
another: #heir faults each to other ? though doubt iy 
bur up- both fides have had their failings in ſuct fi 


braid:nz time of darkneſs ang temptation ? But inſigh 
bred _ of this are there not mutual upbraidings ? ifo0ft nc 
exuſe: of © the face of cach other, yet (_whidF'v 
all our more criminal }) behind each others back S 
miſcxiess Do they not impute the cauſe of all _ - 

«pr 


9 


n Epi Af 5 Saints, : 
þ 
a) wl (ries felt and feared to ſuch and ſuch diſor- 
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row ji; ders of ſuch parties? Who is ſo ingenious as 


ve thi to confeſs, and rake ſhame for his own, and 
| his parties miſcarrizges ? 

o thi} - 10. How ſtrong are our memories ( even to 
allim this day) to retain all bitter, and unchr iſtian paſ- 
95 bi} ſages of one party toward another ? And if ſome 
endif} have buried them :; yet arc there not ſome of 
make} the Devils agents, that are roking them out 
| qu of the duft, roexaſperate Spirits afreſh, and 
; bak foto widen our difference ? 

wenn + 11. How bave we ſuffered Sin to reft npon 
thai athers? and why? They arc not of our Church, 
| maj Thon ſhouldft not deal with a Turk, as thou 
atenp] aft deale with Chriſtians : nor with a Begft, 


Not for- 
getting 
unkind 
pallages, 


Sufferi 
Sin to gy...” 
on them, 


of} going aftray, as thou haſt with thy Brothers | 


nly n4 $exl.. O ! Into what rimes are we fallen? That 
diſllj the Fews were kinder to Beaſts, than we are 
in tif to one another : if any go afiray, we help 
apt tf them not to return into the right way : if 
ever] they periſh, let chem periſh, for any carc 
len oof We take to reclaim them; if non-members, 
q they muſt not be regarded. Thon ſhouldjt not 
| bate vþy Brother in thy beart, but reprove him : 
and not fooliſhly confine and narrow Bro- 
mh #herbood to thy particular Congregation, and 
od luffer others to be damned , when thou by a 
| hiithful reproof might have ſaved them. 
nl Whilſt you care fo little whether God be ho- 
fag noured, or diſhonoured by others, your zeal 
i<hF'ygunlt Sin in your own boſoms, or in your 
Society, may juſtly be called in queſtion, 
m whole Image doth it bear ? Inficad of xe- 
proving a Ciritbian, that differs from us, ac- 
WEL. Z 3 cording 
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cording to the rule of Chrift, for any miſcyi 
riage, that we arc piivy to, have not w 
tet himrun on , and then told on the hougl © 
top , what was done in fecret ? We hill © 
thear = <7 mm rant whom we love, an L 
faithfally, but ſecretly, adimon:ſh them 3 by 
have not ſome pretended an high Friendſh 
to others, on purpoſe to eſpy their libey 
that they may afterwards have an occafion; 
reproach them, and all their party on tha 
account ? He that ſeeth hus- Brothers face fs a 
and tells him not of it, hath a mind that oth © 
ſhould ſee hi ſpots as well ar himſelf, Andi ; 
this love to thy Friends ? O! How haves L 
uncovered that, which ingenuous Humaii ' 
( 
| 
} 
f 


ſhould have concealed ?: Can you talk (< 

your Friends, that are moſt dear to you ? 

Refiraining .12. Have not we reſtrained Prayer for fl 
Prayer for Chriftians , as have differed from ws ? Whi 
rnem- we love we pray for : But have not ourdi 
ences been fo great, 'that we have exchidg. 

one another out of our Prayers, heh 
reproach each other before the Lord ? Jf 

3 Johns. man fee bis Brother fin a Sin, which bs net 
x6. death, be ſhall ask, and be ſeal give biny | 
_ for them, that fin not unto death, How | 

dom are we very ſerious and carnel | 
wreſtling with God for otherr , if in Wh 

t 

{ 


Mat. 5.44; things divided from us ? If we had cor 
| them Enimies, we ſhould have fo loved fi 
as to have prayed for them. O that wi | 
ſhould pray fo vehemently for the Sod: 
and not we for Saints 1 That Samwel thi 
pray for Saul, and not we for the 


(—_—_— 


. 8 Saints. 
anointed ones | Have not our differences 


{interrupted not only civil, but all rcdligioas 

communion ? Yea, have not we negleq:d 
"| to pray , not only for difſcating Brethrea , 
but for the reconciling of them ? How few 


we there, that pray heartily , feelingly , be- 


"Y lievingly , for the Peace of Hieruſulem 3 


though there are many Promiſes t> en- 
courage us therein , that his Name ſhall be 


4 ne, and they ſhall worſbip with one fhawlder, 
W and Judab ſhall nat envy Manaflch ; nor Ma- 


naſſeh vex Ephraim: And I will give them 


} one heart, and one way , that they may fear 


y me for ever, for th: good of them, and of 


” | their children after them ? ſhould we nor alfo 


have been encourzged to pray for that, which 
Chnſt fo attctionarcly defiies ? Will not 
Petitions be welcome to Heaven for that , 


/ | which would be the joy of all che Heavenly 


Hoſt to (ee efftetzd ? Peace on earth among 
the Sain's would be the jy of God, who is 


| the God of Peace: of Chriſt, who is #he Prince 


ef Pexce. May we not contidently pay for 
what Chriſt ſweat and bled ? 
13. How unready bave we been to veſpet 


t | and value the gifts and enoblemems of ſuch 


Chriftians ? We have neither heartily prayed 
to God, that they might be uſeful , with all 
ther Talents , for the good of many : nor 


# dlieſtthe Fath:r of Lights for communicating 
i} fomuch to them. ; 


I4. Hath not the Spirit in ws luſted to En- 
vy ?. Whom we love, we xrejoyce at their 


{is 411 cajoymzats; bat hath nota Spirit 
| Z 4 of 


Zech, I 4; 
I'9. 


Jer.z2. 39s 


Nat pri- 
fing theie 
gifts, ner 
blefling 
God for 


them. 


Envying 
them. 


360 


ang them, 


+ Heb. 6 10. 
x Cor. 13: 


ering Congregation from ours , that hath! 


Not help- 


ftory acted but let the Play go on. Tit 


of Cain prevailed among us ? © Have not w 
envied , 'if others had greater acceptance 
with God, than our ſelves? Have we re 
joyced at the gifts and graces of differently. 
perſwaded Brethren, as if they were ou 
own ? or have not we ( ſecretly at leaſt )p 
pined at others praiſcs? * Have not we ben 
afraid that we and our party have bcen 
{cured thereby ? Hath not this bcen eviden 
in our being more bickward to ſpeak of the 
graces, than of their imperfeQtons ?- N 
not we gaze only on the Sun, and call 
others to be ſpeRators of it, when eccliplel! 
Do not we like Kites , paſs over the ſour 
ſheep, and pitch on the weak and dead Carim| 
.or like the Butchers Doz, not tonch the ſoul 
fleſh,, but the offals and putrified pieces ? 
like Swine , piſs over the flowers, and wi 
low in the Mire ? If we know one of adi 


blemiſh, our mouths are full of him; bi 
others graces, and hcavenly walks we a 
paſs over in filence. 

15. Have nit we refuſed to help ſuch Chir 
ftians * We help what we can thoſe what 
we really love; But arenot we like Spedt 
tors in a Tragedy (- Auſtin complains of ſud 
in his time') who mourn much to {ee ali 


pititul love would expreſs it (cf by the hi 
as well as tongue. We read of the [aboureof in 
I ve is bountiful. We pretend to love all Sambi 
but what do we for thoſe that are of differel 
perſwafions 'from ours? If Cach an ye” v! 

riſ 
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riſon,do we viſit him ? If Naked, do we cloath 
him? If bxngry,do we feed him ? If we remem- 


| ber all the .Lords people, that are in bonds, as if 
| we were bound with them, then do we really 
love them. We love our felves, and we are li- 


beral to our ſelves; we can befiow time, care, 
efiate, good things upon our ſelves; but not {o 
on divided Br:thren. We have words at will, 
Oyl andButter in our mouths to ſupply them, 
Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filed , but we 
give not thotethings, that are needful. Love 
will ſuffer any pains forthe fake of the Bclov- 
ed: So Pouniloved all the Saints, that he was 
Pilling #0 ſpend and to be ſpent, like a Candle, to 
waſte himſelf for their good. Which of vs hath 
ſo ſpent himſelf? Love will counſc] the B:lo- 
ved, elpeciaily if in any ſtraight; But God 


knows how little pthers have been beholding 


to us even this way : poſiibly we have after- 
wards inſultingly told them, this you ſhould 
have done, and herein you failed; but as we 
found them in a Ditch, ſo we lefr them, and 
direted them not to a way of deliverance. 
The beſt counſel we can give is for the Soul z 
but let the divided partics, yea and others, 
conſider. ſeriouſly and fadly how backward 
they have been, and are to this day, to ad- 
viſe to the beſt way for peace, holineſs, and 
glory. If we believe ſuch an undertaking 
will impair our Neighbours Name, eſtate, 
or Soul ; yet how fl9w are we to inter- 
pole for 'the diſſwading of him from fo un- 
happy an enterprize? I ſhould hardly think 
that Parent loyes his Child well, that = 
Im 
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Not ſym- 
pathtzmg 


with them, 


on have fallen into the Bogs of Familiſm 
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him run over acliff, and with-holds him ng] . h 
winat he can. Py 

' 16, Have not we been ſo far from bij? 
them, that we have not [ympathized with thin} 
Love is pitiful. When they have been fig, f 
when did we get over our threſholds to a 
qi:ire how it farcd with them ? How (| 
dom have we felt their pains ? If they: be yf 
an error, jn a dzngcrous one, the more w pe 
ſhould compaſſionate them , conlidering gy fl 
(clves alfo, who have the feeds of the (any 
errors within us; conſidering the blindne( 
of our own minds z how we alfo differ fron c 
others in ſome matters; how it is the Spirg, | 
that leads into truth, &c. But have not fone fy 
rcjoyced , when any of a different periwih 


thence draw their abſard inferences againt 
the whole body, whereto fuch an one ws 
related ? Yea how little have we laid co heat 
the aff ions of any of Gods people ? Har 
not we been as unconc:rned 1a their fſuff;r 
3ngs in Germany, France, Hilland, Piedmon, 
Ireland, &c. How frllom heve we hai 
any great conflic for thoſe whoſe faces in thi 
flch we never ſaw? Have not we bcen like 
Facobs Children , unmerciful enough : fate 
down to eat and drink, and forgot foſepbin 
the Pit? Have not. we had a late inftanced 
this our hird-heartedneſs, when the Plagy 
ſo forraged in London, and the parts adjacent? 
How little did we mourn with them tiut 
mourned ? Perhaps fear 1c&ft the Flying ky 

| mig 
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zeht viſit us, cauſed us a little to put finger 
mo the eye. I muſt te]l you ( I wiſh II could 
ceping ) that iniquity abownds, and the love 
of mohy waxeth cold. 
17. Have not we been (5 far from ſympathi- Taſulting 
ing with them , that we have inſulted over over them. 
thm ? (Real love vannteth not it ſelf, i not 1 Cor. 13. ; 
af:d up, Bat how have we vaunted over © 


ſs Gallen Brethren, fallen into miſery ; that 15 


bad; but fallen intro fin, that is abominable ? 


| How ofc have I known ſome high: Profel- 


fors making it an entertainment, a banquet 
for their Friends, to fpeak of the Spots, Va-« 
nities, Geſtures, &c. of others different in 
ſome Opinions or PraRices , from them, 
when their Jaughter hath given evident 
proof what contentment they took in the in- 
firmities of their Brethren? Ye are puffed. up 1 Cor.s. 2. 
and bave not rather mourned, &c. {aid Paul to 
the Corinthians : and may not.I fy fo to 
Engliſh-Profeſfors ? Have not we been 
worſe than Dives's dogs; ſceing they licked 
the ſoars of Lezarus ; whillt we have rub'd 
and fretted them, and inſulted over his miſe- 
ries ? | 
138 Havenet we very unfaithſully publiſbed Publiſhing 

their ſecrets ? We are wont to keep the ſe. their is, » 
ctets of thoſe we dearly love , eſpecially © 
when they charge us, and we promiſe fo to 
do; But how many of us arc{wift'to hear, 
but not flow to ſpeak of what we hear even 
under the roof? Few faithful Spirits , that Proy; 11: 
conceal the matter, How many arc there that 73: 
creepinto houſes, yea farther into boſorns, 

to 
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InconRitan- 
CY» 
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to know ſecrets, that they may inflavethalne 
to their. wills, for fear of cheir publicationfhne 
or elſe when. th:y have got what they cnbho 
them,moſt wretciudly berray the truftrepy 0p 
in them ? This makes tme even to cry ol Ba 
trult not in a Brother. ED | opt 
19. Havent we been ſelfiſh in our love ? (þ pie 
rity ſeeketh not ber own. Obſerve it, i jþþ 
molt love, that is going 1s: Publican-love;' id mi 
are careleſs of their company, or to haveal ſo 
intimacy with them, | from whom nothing} c 
likely to be returned: if a Profeſſor be ri 
he hath many Friends, fach as they be; h 
the poor 3s d:ſpiſed of his Neighbour. O |} hay 
baife and mercenary is'our love ? Even you 
Miniſters, zo whom you have pretended deat 
and high affections, yet it they be 1:id by,q 
removed at a diſtance from you, thatynl « 
cannot have them as a pleaſant ſing to yo | 
how ſtrange are you inftantiy to chem ? Hoy 


A, -- ->_ wy mn oo 


1 
'foon do you forg=t them ? Fxdas may hi 1 
you, but he hath a -defiga upon you ; ful | 


may ſalute; but he is worth nothing; but hu 
own bife dehtign. 

20. Hith not our [ive been inconſi.unt ? Re 
al love is abiding 3 but do not we quickly ex: 
change Friends.? Do we keep them as lon 


1;Cors 13. 
4. 


as an Almanack to the end of the year ? D 
not new pickt flowers tempt us to throwlſ 
the old ? Charity ſuffereth long , But hov 
foon is our love quenched ? It makes a blaze; 
but ſoon is out, ſoon kiedled, ſoon quenehed: 
like Children, won with an Apple, loſt wit 


a Nut ; How have we been at (words point 


for 


Bs ab "45 Saints. 
471t; COLE 
- "or every frifle? Thoſe ſever ones, one Body» 
ave thaone Spirit, one Hope, one Lord, one Faith» 
Icationfone Baptiſm , one God and Father of all, 
Y ca{ſhould have been as fo many quoines to lock 
Frepol rogether all parts of the building into one 3 
cry ouf Bat alas ! every extravagant; or extrinſecal 
| opinion hath brokcn us and our hearts to 
f Ul pieces. Have not we b:en humouriſh, piev- 
It, (f jh lovers? Our love 1s dearly bought, and 
W morc hardly kept. Humour is like tinder, as 
eanj ſoon' on fire as touched : no love without 
| conformity 1n every thing ; we could hardly 
af bed, board, or houſe together : unlets we all 
faid the fame thing : ws loved only whilft 


the leaſt unkindneis , the leaſt difference , 
though our agreements were more by hun- 
dreds than onr differences ) would quench, 
or at leaſt abate our love. Charity is not ea- 
fly provoked. And to fulfil the law of love its 
requiſite in the Apoſiles Judgement, that 
we bear one anothers burthens, But O! ever 
fince 1 can remember, what a rigid, 1mpe- 
Tious, and tyrannical commanding of an Uni- 
| formity in every purRilio hath there been? 
' Ree} Though the pretence be love to Chriſts 
y cx} Church 3 yet if men would conſult their 
log} own hearts, "tis love of their own power, and 
? Do} Rule, and Lordſhip over their Brethren : 
whyh and therefore the ſame party of men, when 
hon} in the Saddle , when uppermofi, have cry- 
lazei} ed for this rigid Conformity , away with 
exrſed toleration, &c. and ywhcn reduced and 
my brought lower, have as much commended 
1/1 Charity, 


s 
> 
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pleaſed, and our humours were not croſt; but - 


1Cor.I3.5. 
Gal. 6. 1, 


er mjcarriages towards Sain Mo” 


Charity , Love, Forbcarance in matters lg. 
momentous. "ly 
Th Now, when theſe things are th# among 
e great- - A : - "dikhae 
neſs of this VS ſhall we tic fil] in fierce and ſtupid 
evil. and ſuffer the ſweet and ſoft fire of love gui” 
to expire, and the wild-fire of paſſion and ol" 
tention tO ſpread and prevail , without moyin that 
a tongue or band towards the repreſſing of of" 
one, and reviving of the other £ This wy _ 
enough to make the dumb to ſpeak; uf" 


theretore may jnſtifie my writing, when| 
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may not ſpeak; yea my expatiating a litth}” * 
in venting my thoughts abuut this great nj ba 
and the defires of my heart to reareſi1t. 
A. Is it nothing tous, that hereby we are in| * 
bedience,  Jecial manner guilty of diſobedience to Ji " 
Sze Willi- Chrift ? That all Chriſtians would love n 
ams tra7j= another, was our Lord Feſws his gi bn 
_— 0 charge , which he frequently hcula he 
Chap. ng ſweetly infiguated , and. poxerſully enforaif 
Se&. 3, 4, It as a Commandment, not a vare advice ul a 
5. counſel ; It is a Commandmeat of Chri he 
John 13. own preſcribing , A Commandment I jj b 
<a ages? w#nto you; Tt is a Commandment given, a Th 
= | ſpecial Love-token, in his laft Will and Telly | 
ment: It is a zew Commandment, A mh ; 
Commandment I give unto you; It is a mt y, 
excelent Commandment, in a new Editing 
correied and amenged, from the falſe gli ,, 
of the Scribes and Phariſees , and enlayi ;; 
from his own example > Bcforc it was only 4; 
Thou ſhale love thy Neigbbowr as thy ſilif ,, 


now it is, Love one another , «s I bave bw 


yon: This new Eommandment 15 not ons 
[:) 


Y as Saints. . 
uy given, but given again , and apain, 
ad again , by our dying Lord, to intimate, 
wht 4s be had one Diſciple, who went by the 
+ of the Diſciple whom Jeſus loved : $9 be 
Wm have a darling Commandment, and 
" hat this ſhould be it, Love one ancther , Yea, 
he calls it, Theſe things, as if this one thing 
Iwetc of things, and diſobedience to thi Com- 
F mindment, were diſobedience to al, 
4 Ii it nothing to us, that hereby, as much as Croſſing 
Fen in ws lies, we make the Prayer of @brift of Chriſts 
oh none effet ? Chriſt knew the evil of beare. Pry 
PF burnings and diviſions, of wrath and bitter- 
al mſjaganſt one another ( though we do not } 
ad therefore having preached up [ove among 
I his Diſciples on earth , he frets upon praying 
Fe  diwn Union from his Father in Heaven , and 
what he i»fited moſt upon in his Sermon, that 
enlargeth molt upon in his Prayer. And John 17. 
mw I am no more in the World, buttheſe are \ 1, 226 
in the World, and I come to thee, hily Father, 23. 
| keep through thine own nam? , thoſe whom thou 
bat given me, that they may be one, as we are: 
Te That they all may be one, as thou Father art in 
me, and 1 in thee , that they alſo may be one 
in # ; That the World may believe , that tho 
biſt ſentme: And the glory which thou gaveſt 
i me, I have given them - that they may be one, 
even 45 we are one. Tin them, and thou in me, 
that they may be made perfe& in one, and that 
ooh the World may know, that thou baft ſent me , 


cr 


' 


. £ 
. 


} 


cated, 


force] 


A and baft loved them, as thou haſt loved me. Tas 
/ {1 Fg © O Chriſts ! 
j Is it nothing to us, that bereby we throw off 7 ;very.) 

A Cbrifts diftinguiſhing Livery * By this foal all Joh 13 35. 


men 


Repreſent= 
ing Chriſt 
as an [m- 


poſture, 


John 17. 
21,23. 
Making 
Chriſts 
death of 
none effeft, 


Fpheſ. 2. 
I4,15, 16. 


Their miſcarriages towards Saints, 


men know that you are my Diſciples, if yy 
have love one. to another. He doth not ſay 


Hereby you ſhall be my Diſciples, but be 


"> 
{ 


ba 
for 


zt ſhall be known : Nox doth he fay, Hel j, 
fa41l know; nor bereby you ſhall know ; hy C 


bereby ſhall others know ; Nor doth he (y 
Hereby they ſhall ghefs and conjefure ; by 
hereby they ſhall know, as by a ſure andy 


fallible fign : Nor doth he fay, Hereby ſm 


a very few , (hall know this great ſecret ; by 
hereby all men ſhall know: Nor doth he 
Hereby all men ſhall know , that you ſen 
70 be my Diſciples; but, that.you are ſo i 
dced. <4 

Is it nothing to us, that hereby we maketh 
Fewes and Heathens look, on Chriſt as an ly 
poftour ? How can they look upon hn 
otherwiſe, whilſt they fee his Coat fo fullf 
ſeams , yea his Body fo full of rents ? Herd 
we hinder the World from being convinal 
that Chrift is fent of God : Chriſt therefor 


prayed, that His might be one, that the Will 


may know, that God ſent him. 
Is it nothing to #6, that bercby we make (4 


much as inus lyes ) the Croſs of Chriſt of nm 
eff. , and bis blood to be ſbed in vain ? Chil 
not only preached wp Love , and prayed fort 
but alſo paid for it. As he went from 
preaching uþ Love on Earth by his Sermon, t 


pulling it down from Heaven by Prayer : Solt 


went from praying topaying for it , and tit 


Price which he laid down for it, was | 


Blood , 4laith a late ingenuous Writer. F' 
he is our Peace , who bath made both one, 
Ham 


W 
ty: 


_—S 235: 


i 


If Jy 
Xt (ap 
 berch 


—_—_” EE 
bving aboliſhed in bis fleſb the enmity, &c. 
for to make in bimſelf of twain , one new man, 
fo making peace. And that he might reconcile. 


Herehll bath wreo God in one body, by the Croſs. Shall 
'3 bul Chuift dye to break down partition wals ? and. 


ie (0, 
3 by 
and it 
y ſons 
>; bu 


he fa 


will we dare to keep them wp ? Shall hc ſhed 
his blood for peace £ and ſhall we 1mploy our, 
wit and #:tereft to blow the trumpet to 
War ? 


36g: - 


h it nothing to #s , that bereby we make Calling in 
Jews and Pagani Call in queſtion the truth of queſtion 
Gods promiſes What can they think of thoſe. £945 Pro- 


miſes. 


promiſes ( that #be Wolf and the Lamb ſhall 1, _- 
feed. togetber , they ſhall not kurt , nor deſtroy x1, 6, 


in oll- my boly mountain, ſaith the Lord. That 
the Wolf alſo ſhall dwell with the Lamb, and 
the Leopard ſpall lie down with the Kid: and 
the Calf and the 
tagetber, and a little Child fhall lead then. ) 


| When the Lambs cannot fold Sogetber with- 
'* out puſhing at one anotber. 


young Lion, and the failing 


ks it nothing to w , that hereby we grieve Grieving : 


our dear Lord 
rt 7 May we not cafily imagine what a grief 
is to the bead, to fee the members of his 
body renting and tearing each other? to fre 
beirs of the ſame hope , thoſe that he tage- 
ther in the ſame boſome of El:Q&;on, and whole 
Names are on his Breoft, and whom he pre- 
ſents before his Father z#ogetber in Heaven, to 
be. thus: broken aſſunder on eartb ? © ! me 
thinks if we had any love to Jeſus Chriſt, we 
ſhould Rudy to be of one aff. ion. What 
Luther ſaid once to the Miniſters of Norim- 

IG a berge 


Feſus, and the ever bleſſed Spi- Chriſt, and 


the Spirit. 


Their miſcarriages towards Saints, | 
as is very conſiderable : Suppoſe ( faid he)\| Chi 
Ko? ſaw Feſus Chrift ſtanding bodily in vhe | Stri 

dft of you, and thus beſpeaking you', Wha | xy" 

% you, O my deay Children | whom I boy of 
Redeemed by my blood , that you might muts.| of 
ally love one- another, —— T ere is no dang iy 
in your *difference , but there is much in bs wil 
diſjention : Do-net thu ſadden my Spirit : 4| ad 
not thus ſpoil the boly Angels of #beir joy in hu'| one 
ven: Am not I more to youthan all your mit-f vg 
zers of difference, How can we expe the bn 
company of the Spirit of grace and peacÞ} tha 
whilſt fach 'fiery contentions are amongſt us wſ 
the 
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Were the Diſciples quarrclling and contend: 
ing, when the Holy Ghoſt fell on them ? Ny, 
Afs 2.1. They were all with one accord in 'one plus |: 
—_ 133: Where men dwell together in Unity, there 
Lord commend; the bleſſing for ever. God wi 
not { faith a learned man )) ſow the precias 
ſecd of his grace and love among bryars al 

thorns, the enemies of peace. 
Rafing Jr it nothing #6 us, that bereby we do ( wht 
Sion, in ws hes ) to raſe Sion, even to the ſoundatid 
| thereof F The Rones ſupport the building, bf 
| being coupled together. How can the houl 
and, when the fiones arc ſevered , whii 
not « one .F left joynced to aftone ? Ew 
- Kingdom divided again(t it ſelf, is brought to 
_ = ſo ms. 72 : and nay rpgh 4? divided og 
Making re- 'ﬆt ſelf, ſhall not ſtand. 
al Saints Ts is mtbing 20 ws, that bereby we make 


: man: Li all Saints , tbe. pillars of the World, weary Wk 


Id ftaying in the World; 20 ſupport it any long G 
hogs, * It was the lighe o the wr” _ 0 
rifizanhy. 


-" as Saints." 


the | Strigelizer,, thoſe pious and precious Souls wea- 
bt | ry of earth ; and to wiſh and delire tbe wings 
baw| fs Dove , that they might fly away, and ye at 
«u-| ff in thatplace, where thereis a reft remain- 
ger | inj for the people of God, as from all other 
you] wits, fo from chis of diviſions and diſſentions 
* di} am60g Brethren. Tt was the conjeRure of 
hf one; that as Gods firſt Judgement againſt the 
mit} od World was by Water, againſt the heat of 
ef Inf; fo his loft Judgemene upon: the World 


"3 


| chat ww is, will be by Fire againſt the oold- 
'þ wt. of Love. Tf chis be true, how do we haſten 
| the'great and ferrible day by our coldneſsin 

NF Love one towards another ? | 

| 1s it nothing to ur , that hcreby we gratifie 


if juftifie their reproaches of Saints ? The gue | 
co 


thewickedyg 


he )| Chriftians,' that made 'Gryrevs, Melantthon» 


377: 
Pſalm 55. 
6. 


Heb. 4. 9. 


Gratify1ilg 


the Devil, 


rejoycing. 


| firtegem of- Hell is to promote our di 


| en- and Juſti- 
ces, and to keep us from Union : all the fying their 


| bonev'they throw among us are to ſet us by a, og 


ya} the ears : the Devil knows that Societies of G41,z, rg) 


2 


cace; 
t us? 
tend 
| No, 
Plan 
F 2 the Devil, rejoyce the hearts of the wicked, and 
tous 
$ an 
whit 
Jatit 


Chrifiians are immortal, if they do not kill 


; I] themſelves by Divifion : Divide & impers , 


of Divide them, and rule them 1s a maxime in 


whit Rell; and among, the. Antichriſtian party. If 
Eo} yi *bite and devour one "#nother a Conſumption 
#0 I will be the conſequent, 'Why ſhould we be 
gant imployed in the Devils work ? Hath he not 

I efieuffients and congues enough of. his own ?. 
ke 1 07: how doth Antichriſt get ground. by.the 


a7) "if Animofitics and Diviſions athong, Chriftuans ? | 
meerlh Cartuiily what 'Tactins faith of ſome in bis 


mot 
fi2anhÞ 4 Az 3 range 


| tits; we may of the Papifts and all our For-. 


& 


372 Their miſcarriages towgrds Saints, | 
reign Enemies , Nibil ſpei, niſi per diſcndiel x 
hi 2h All their hopes of ruining us ar} 
from our homebred diſcords and diviſions} q 
' Were all the Arrows in one bundle, thy], 
would by tryal and experience find it nexty 

an impoſſibility. to break them. Methinhſ| 
the proud boaſts of tbe Mar of Sin fhailil ; 
make us bury all our diſcords: were well 
of one beart before God , . and wniting oy 
Prayers, the Mountains "would become Pla | 
yea the ſeven Hils among the reſt. Sure ml, 
do not confider where, and among whom gf |; 
arc. Arc we not in the world, where 
| _  8an rules? Shall the Children quarrel in tha - 

Gen. 13. 7- Enemies quarters ? Abrabam (ſacs for pagl 

upon this, as a taking conſideration , th. 

we are Brethren and the Perrizite dwelt inh( 

| land. Wicked men are SpeQators of] - 
fewds and diſcords. The very Heathen bi 

calmed the mutinies of bows. Souldin, bf 

laying, your Enemies yonder bebold your uih| | 

nous bebaviour. What one faid prophi 

(ome peo "go , I cannot but recal ;- thi 

| leſs Gog did ſtir up ſome in tbe Prot 

Ss. Churches , and dhe bow with a mighty i 

p. 193. Tit to accommodate our diff-rences , the e 

them may be, that owr Enemies will lat 

when we ſhall weep. Have we not Eng 
enough, but mufi we be dogged and &r nl 
one another ? We fay the Fire burns 

hotter for the cold ——_—— Would to6 

the Antiperiſtafis were bleſſed, that the ol 

abroad, the oppoſitions againſi us, mayin 

our afſeions the more to God, to his waſh 


% 
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ap | he wi ked juſt 
:C..+4:o) to his people. And are not t e wicked juſti- 
"uy *o hs reproaches of the Saints, whilſt 
viſiors.l they do but write after our Copy ? WAS 
pr, |; I; it nothing to #s, that bereby we are per- *<71urye 
woke, | yea often perjured , as oft we have re- 
__ id the Communion } © Chriſtians ( faith 
7 ®out great Uſher ) ſhould remember, thac 
Welw #5 oft as they come to the Lords table, 
hh yp: *ofe do they cnter into new bonds of peace, 
. dof Kand tye themſelves with firmer knots of 
ond '®fove cogether , this blefſed Communion 
hom w "UYeing a Sacr;d Seal, not only of the Uai- 
ere, &f Son, which we have with our head by faith, 
in thy hut alfo of our copjanRion with the other 
Ir pole members of the body, by love. | 
n, ty] Laſtly, 1s 3 nothing bo Us, that bereby we 
k Pr. hndey the forgiveneſs of our own ingquities. # 
of cyl How can we hope we ſhall be forgiven, if 
en hin} Fe forgive not. one another ? How can we RN: 
Kr, Took chat Scripture in the face, if ye for- ang 4 
ir. ub Bite men. their treſpaſſes , your Heavenly Fa- 
obo ther will alſo forgive you : But if Py forgive nas 
ol un their treſpaſſes , neither will your Father 

tdal # give your treſpaſſes ? Or that, with | what : 
% [? lire you mete , it ſhall be meaſured to. you Mar. 9.3; 


Hindring» 
pardon. + 


ferences among good men ( faith, one.) 25,05, 
fibula” be no giore mutual charity, ,, 16, 17, 
| | A a3 wie meck- 


11374 Their miſcarriages toward: Saint; pp 
Pu * meckneſs, moderation, tolerance, and hy. 


© manity expreſſed, &c. this is a lamentaj C 
<«< on, and will be for a lamentation. tl « 
. © tween the Epiſcopal, Prerbyterian , and byf \ 


Biſhop « dependent partics (faith a ſecond ) mug 


; ba 

| ———_— *« of the acidneſs and ſharpneſs of the hul-, 
Priced © mour would' be allayed, if this policy] \ 
i660. * charitable cenſure and interpretation wel 

<« applyed on all fides, ©c. I ſhouldbe glllf 

**to fee the beams of this candour, this kinl q 

'<« nefs, thischarity, ſhine in all faces from gl 

« fides, that the Sbiboleths. of different dy [ 

* les and deſigns, &c. might be laid all ; 

Biſho ** by being all for Chriſt, 8c. A third pr F 
0 bis ſeth to a Charitable conſtruction of af , 

: Majefty, - *« others as and intentions; becauſe thaf | 
"s i641: *isnothingin the world, which may notk} 
*taken with either hand, whether thei] |, 

:* hand of favour, or theleft of malice, Vi | 


< ſce the Son of God himſelf, in whom 
*© Prince of this World could find nothin, 
Math, 11;: © yet was expoſed to miſconfiruQion, þ 
9. w* hold a Glutton, &c. Good Lord! whatu 
 * charitable cenſures are men apt to pik uf 
<* on cach other : Let a man be firi& al 
© auſtere in moxal and divine duties, thoupy | 
* never fo peaceable, he is a Puritan, 
. * every Puritan is an Hypocrite. Let lt 
© be more free, and give more ſcope toll 
<« conyerſation, though never ſo conſciuj; 
© ble: he is a Liberrtis: Lec him makeiay: 
« ple of any innovated form, he is a 5; 
** matick: Let him fland for the anc; 
* xeccived Ritcs and Goyernment, he F 
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and hy. ®rime-ſerving Formalift. —— Let me tell you 


mentati.ſ 
n. þ 

and 
|) mug 
the hy 
olicy 
On we 

be 
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pI, 
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he is right, that hath a right heart to 
*hjs'God, what forms'ſoever'he is for. The 
"Kingdom of God doth not fland*in meats ans 
% 4rinks , in Stuffs, or Colours, or Faſhions, 
*jn Noyſes or Geſtures: it fiands in Holi- 
*nefs and Righteouſneſs, &c. Let us fiudy 
«now, not to widen, or gall, or ranckle 3 but - 


[-*how to ſalve, and heal, &c. I ſhall conclude 


this Chapter with beſeeching, yea conjuring 


"F you in the words of the Apoſtle Pax! to the __ ot 


Philippians : If there be therefore any conſolation x, ., 


il mCbriſt,if any comfort of love, if any fellowſhip of © 41a" ſeq 


"of. th Spirit, if any bowells, and mercies;, Fulfill ye 


C8 faſcine” 
uſus eft ? 


"1 ny joy , that ye be like-minded, having ihe ſame De ſuade 
"Ine, being of one accord, of one mind, creds, les . 
£1 qu poſſet, 
"01 potuiſſet Fuagalinaſipas , 1bi quot virba, tot tela, que nimins = 
-L A, ———_ &c, | Morton ſent. ale pace procuranda 


ter Evangel. p. 35. 


my.” 0 
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- CHAP. XXXIIIL 


C_ The faults of kh. members town 


miſcarri= © Fhoſe of their particular Congreza 


ages. ; 


.. ” Ou have Profeſled in your Creed tg 

Uſerek - | lieve the Communion of Saints ; in 
eb ful have been admitted to the Priviledges of 
neG, Communion; you thought it not ſafe, cg 

3p for man to be alone; to live retired frond 

Society of Saints : you have been inil 

among the Saints un Zeriſalem, which 

down from above: you have with ſome i 

»ity engaged your f\clves to bz faithful to! 

Souls of your Brethren : and yet what a 

profitable Hermit baft thou been in Zion? li 

a wi/d-beaft thou comeft out of thy Da 

-thy-prey ,"t0 feed upon the Mountains of Sfi 

to enjoy the proviſions of Gods houſt) 
immediately thou retireft, and art no wi 

viceable "to the Body. It is a wonder tot 

how Chriſtians can. content themſelves i | 

the Privilkdges of Gods houſe, and negl | 

mutual Untics , that are incumbent ontial 

Alcarned man complains of many Mis 

that they arc but Traditiongl-Preachers: 

1 fcar there are too many Tradition 

OE a= Es nu oat 26 
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"Their miſcarriages, 8c, 


© by; whoare very zealous for the practifing 
- & ſome Duties, which they have received 
8 dihim their Fore-fathers , whilfi they can 
TOge-lok many expreſs Commandments , 
Ifliging them to take care , as Members ' of 
Ihe Natural Body do, each for other. The 
| hpoftle tells us, 'that the meaneſt Manbers in 
\ ik Church yet are neceſſary. But alas ! How 
Ml many arc there , who f-#t up their Light in 
ll dark: lantborns 7 who immure themlclyes 
{within their own walls ?' who are {o involved 
'þ'in worldly b»fineſſes, and have & little care 

dh and #21 for the boxſe of God, that they no 
: of way profit, no way edifie their Brethren ? 
of bf How can ſuch over-lopk thoſe plain expreſs 
» org requiries of Chrift by his Apoſile ? Let ws 
frombf Wferffore follow efter the things which make for 


| 1A trace , and things wherewith one may edifie t9 


ich t mother. Wherefore comfort ( or exhort ) your 
ne Sil8f ſelves together, and edifie one another, 1 wiſh I 
ſ could add, as the Apoſtle doth , even as alſoje 


”: f 
From whom ( 4. e. Chriſt ) -tbe whole body 


77 


Rom. 14. 


I Thefl; 6: 
TI. 


<, For as much as ye are Zealous of ſpiritual i Cor. 14. 
| gifts, ſeck that ye may excel to the edifying of 12, 26. 
the Church. Let all 1bings be done to edifyeng: = 0p 4- 
_ 
Jymed together , and compa@ted by that dex 
ery jones ſupplyeth, according to the. effeual 
by working in the meaſure of every part , maketh 
eyeaſe of the body , unto the edifying of it ſelf 
in in ove, Let no Corrupt communication proceed Vs 29- 
hay ou! of your mouth, but that which is good to the 
hſe of ediſying , that it may miniſter grace un- 
ly # the bearers, Let every one of us phaſe bis g,, 15, 
mf Mrgbbowr , for bis good #0 edification, For ,,;. 


even 
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Heb, 3.13. £v2n. Chrift pleaſed not himſelf, 8c. - But $ 
bort one apother daily , while it is called 16 1 
teſt any of you be hardned , through the duh 

10. 24 25 fulneſs, of ſin, And let #s conſider one auth 
80 provoke wnto love , and unto good majilli 
_ Nor forſaking the aſſembling of our ſelvg ih 
gether, as the manner of ſome is, Þut ex\yil 
eng one another ; aud ſo much the more, a) [1 
ſee the day approaching. Look not every nal 
on his own vbings, but every man alſo mi 
things -of others, None are excluded; Mi 
every. mans work. Let this mind bs in ul ll 
which was alſo in Chriſt Feſus, Lok if 
gently , left any man fail of the grace of on | 
left any root of bitterneſs ſpringing 8p, ir] 
yore, and thereby many be defiled, If theyh| | 
not ovey-look, how dare they contemn, ff Nl 
theſe Commandments - of our Lqrd |] 1 
Chiift > How can they look upon themildy | X 
as. no way concerned in theſe duties ? It in] i 
Lamentaticn, and ſhould be for a Lamenias| \ 
on, that ſo many Church-members, like Bk] 1 
of prey, flye alwayes alone ; and through ip] 1 
ritual ſth, through a lothneſs ts diſplul, | 

. through want of charity and pitty to the Sn 
of their Brethren , ſuffer them to periſhuſ. 

| careleſneſs , ſenſuality , formality , Os tt 
ther than they will labour to quicken, in}. 
and ſave them. An TIngrofſr 1s hateful t 

- men; But of bow much ſorer puniſyment ful 
ye be thought worthy , who ingroſs your þ 
ces, your gifts, your experzences , whety 
with a Church of Chriſt might be edificd;} 
Every man is a Steward, ( Give an —_ 


dr "+. ſome $ aims eſpecially. 


| (RR ) But you are Stewards in an 
Ks to manner : You are Stewards of the: 
be ws of the Spirit , which arc given to profit 
ne Ky A [. Bow dare ye bide your Talents in 4 
4 1 n? You have agreater truſt committed 
fm We y, than others have ; | You have Souls 
ſanmitted to your care for Church-Mem- 
Ne ure fo care even naturally one for ano- 
like. If God hath two Servants, and he in- 
fn mn ij # one with- his Lzmber, the other with 
wo Children ; and if both be mgligent : (ure 
hall ſuffer the higheſt indignation from the 
Ind, who negleds the Children. What arc 
* Fay n ofraid, you ſhall have the leſs l;ght, the 
th grace, the Iefs comfort from Chriſt, for 
tera x others ſhare-with you? , And therefore 
alk ul ye turn Tngroſſers. and Monopoliſts 3 O! 
| bow the more zſefic} you are to invite the 
m pi to their Father, the more you your 
Tin] & ves, will be 3nrichcd and ſupplyed 3 and 
| whil you arc dividing your loaves, God will 
fat a wonderful rate for you 3 the bread will 
þ mubiply : you ſhall receive, whilſt you arc 
| your light-and beat will zncreafe 
by your holy diſperſing it. 

3. How-is godly conference neglected even Negle&- 
among Church members ? What ! are you '"S godly 
abamed of your God? is the ſpeaking of © Conte- 
Joe and glory ſome kind of diſparagement car 
{0 your .tongues ? When Saints come toge- 

» time, precious time is devoured in 

ek biting , in «undue , naſcaſonable cenſuring 

I | Cer perſons, who arc not capable of 
Aiking their defence, or elſe in fooliſs im-' 


pertinent 


n, 
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| , pertinent diſcourſes of worldly matters, Fla 
like the Diſciples in- their* journey 'to: Enallly 
diſcourſe of ſuch matters, as Chriſt hin 
joyns with them in, and cauſcth their hl 
to' burn +: When do \you warm one anotilis 
hearts , and fit each other to enter into Ul) 
munion with God 1n ſecret ? How do myyhit 
complain of you, that their hearts are fall 
ged from God by converſes and intinigl 
with you, and that they: loſe their «fem 
by keeping up correſpondencies with you? ſy 
therefore count it their wiſdom to retirt nl 
their cloſets, rather than miſpend precingly 
bours in fooliſh communications with full 
barren , frothy » empty Profeſſors. Hoy " 
many weak Chriftians are there, who.y a 
mt acquzinted with 'the ' wiles of Ming 
they fic down perſive and d:jedted , thinki p 
no condition like theirs , and conclude has} 
upan that they are none of Go4s Child |] 
whom ( if you were {piritual, pitiful, ain} 
and free to acquaint them with your owntl g 
periences, that you have been temptedyl y 
they) you might fuccour under their tempth] y 
tions, and comfort with che comforts, wie p 
with you have been comforted , and tllf 
them by hearkning to their doubts and cw | 
plaints, and (hewing them a way how to&| 1 
liver their Souls; Were you of a Chrif-W} 
Spirit , you. would zot break theſe brujl] 1 
reeds , nor quench theſe ſmoaking fl ixes z Wh 1 
| 


rather blow up their graces, and labourllf | 
ſcatter and diſperſe thoſe fogs and mill, 
which over-cleud their Souls; you hon 


1. Files to the blind; ' but you arc not: you 
 Enailiald be: of a merciful Spirit to all Souls : 
it hinillige eſpecially to the Sou!s of all Saints, 


ny Exad. 23.8, 
ntoC | 
don I Thefl. $. 
re erally 
Nt 


ou? fn you comfort the feeble minded. The ma- 
rt nl lation of the Spirit ts given to every man 
Preciogf profit withal. Chriſt expeGis his own with 
th full evſe. They that feared the Lord ſpake of- 
uf w-0ne to another, to comfort one another 
vio. "wth the promifes of God made to his peo. 
, Wi oh againſt the flouriſhing of the wicked, 
hinkiy , overflowing of ungodlineſs : and the. 
Ic lis | Ind beorkned and beard it , and a book of 
muldrey | Rapnbr ance vas written before bim, 8c. the 11-11, 
ain, } bagd- books that good ſervice , he put it up-" $c9mwiys, 
wal grcerd; But though the Lord hearkneth »'bil de ja- 
pted 8} ad; hears, yer he ſeldom finds us fo employ- /*: — 
cmptb | o4 our negks are ſealed up in his bag. I lhe 
whck| way God: we way lay it to heart , repent 7j/c- & 
nd tl] andrcform. Bernards complaint may juflly vba pro- 
d co: revived : Not @ word of the Scripteres, /eruntwr 
' to &- wihing of tbe Satuation of the Sonl ; but trifles "054". 
rif-W} al yes , laughter , and words as light as ihe 
brujs wndcat uf the time. I know:there have been: 
'3 08 twmany V/zz2's amongſt us, who have had an 
2ourh) iKhing deſire-to berfingring of theArk,thizking 
uy of themſelves more bighly than they ought to think, 
” ud: like the ambitious Sons of Levi, 3aking - 
7 - mMuc 
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much xpon them, whereby the Mityid 


ſuffered much contempt, The Lord fwght 


thele daring Phaetons, who have ſetthew 


in a flame hereby : But let not us run fy 


one cxtream into another. Let us give 
Minitiry their duc 3 and yet not negle 
: build up ourſclves in our moſt boly faith, 


al duties ſhould be exerciſed between i 


an and Chriftian: The Apolile is expre 
It 1n the places already quoted; TY 
. One more, Let the word of Chriſt awel in 
 richl ly in all wiſdom, teaching anil adm 


one .another. O! if God would be wid 


ſo: far , as to make mean inſtrument to 


vail with you to go, and viſit one anoth [ 


and flir up one another, that knowing the 
rors of the Lord , you may perſwade men. 


bewail thy anſerviccablenels , thy Nil, wh 


ſpiritedne(s, thy want of love and bow: 


others: ; eſpecially now, when' the ſin 6M 


rial help fails to fuch a degree, and wi 


there is (o great an Apoſtoſie. Sure, a 


no time, wherein Chriftian fellowſhip is| + l 


called for, and wherein it. may be more} 
fieable, than at this time; But alas !' 
.- are the, wiſe as well: as the fookſ Va 
+ aſleep, generally ſecure, without adtcn 
' way uſeful to each other. , no more tl 
they arc, who arefaſt aſlecp in theirt 
xc? O! how few are there like Jon 
and David ? how few enter into a brotil 
promiſe to exhort one another; to- call 


another to account, to tell one another | f 


fears , to know of one another their gro 


ds Þ ſome Saints eſpecially. © 393. 


niftry legion ? We are proud, and loth to 
fort var -nakedneſs appear ; yea ſome of us 
tſew forics to tell of Gods goodneſs and 
Sy to our Souls, and we hate 2 difco- 
how Tow, carthly, vain, backilide- 
arc: Hence reſerved to each other 3 
Wrd-will bring forth the hidden works of © 
hw is Fraternal correption negleed or Not 2d- 
8 in the managing ? Some tall negleG montſhings 
win their-Brethren : Golli:-like', they nefrvy 
mig carc for theſe things', they are little” 
hiemed: —_ God be honoured, or: 
oured. - F-36 
noth Witrs delzy admonition, The Fleſh is Either | 
Haard to this ſelf-denying work, and fo hegleriing 
{a7 weighty circumſtances, which ſh 1d Sq aj 
l 1 ; t Offendoy f0 Repentance y are forgot . delaying It. 
rc fendor is ' alſo bardned in bis Sin. He" 
Minn by thy ſilence, thou art altogether like 
nd wigorhim: fo he judg:th of Gods filence, 
, tha Mp things baft thou done , and 1 hept fileFee, Plal.50-21; 
Is 08 1h: hteſt I was altoget her ſuch an one as 
WY: lo he judgeth of thy filence, Is 
{ Hireatier to fetch out a ſpot of ink from a 


Gena" to the Phyfitian, Beſides 3f you neg- 
all of " the 'Keproof this day or bour , perhaps by 
r (hl uit be will: commit the Jame Sin again ;for 

4 an lie knows it not to be a iy, of in cafe 

he 
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he knows it, yet every new a doth ol 
en the habit of fin, Ic is the naturegf{ 
blind the Mind , to fiupific che Conkiwll 
and to harden the heart. Exbort i | 
- one another daily, while it is caled tod y 
any of you be bardned through the dezil 

of fin. If the ſinner add lin to fin, 
to your account for negleRing the Ordjy 
of God for his reducement : If he loſe 
favour of God , 'and negleRs hereupy 
private communjon with the Lord, put 
to thy account ; If at length he becony 
pudent in fin, (o that, like a Bedlom, he 
not the pricks of ſharp admonition, | | 
this to your account , becauſe you hy 
layed to cure, to heal, to fave the 
your Brother. A timely reproof mig 
ſaved a Soul, and covered a nukiceks 
Belides , have you time at your conn 
that you with Felix, will do your dutfi 
mare convenient ſeaſon F Mayſt not ths q 
or the Offender, dye? and both in ſn, tp 
the fin of Omiſſion, and he in the final 
miſſion unrepented of, before the day aſh 
wherein thou art ackived to tell him run 
of his fault? Why art not thou trembhl 
with fear of blood-guiltineſs ? Is Soul# 
ther nofin with thee ? Or have you tn 
Ghoſt at command ? Without the Hol #4 
rits alſifances and concourſe , your wp 
will be in vain, you will get a blot by 
proving, the delinquent will flyc i 

face, hate you for telling the truth, 1 
add {in ynto fin, and perhaps put you WP 


"Sainte  afyertoly. 


irengidiem jth: and muſt the Holy Ghoſt danc® 
« z0n you ? If you obſerve his hours 
" lea go' preſently whilſt the wound is 
rand bleeding 3 but if you negle& his 
ſit is a queſtion, whether your hour will 
ods. | 

ers miſcarry in reproving. Some reprove; Or miſ<) 

privately; though Chriſt bc ſo exprets ;j, rareſing % 

'; thy - Brother ſhall treſpaſs againſt reproving 

, 7 6 and tel] bins bis fault between thee and merge 
Walone : though the Law of Charity binds | _— 18, 

cover our Brothers nakedneſs, as much as p;,,. ;.. 

tan Love covereth all fins; yet ſome Doeg- 12. 

pbackbitc their Neighbour, and 'tell.it to 5% /0/us no- 
ky: one fave him , who ſhould hear of it, ft tftrg 

1 few modelily, affeRionately and hum- ;,,, —_ 
j-m-the moſt private manner communi- 29: es Cor- 

Wtheir fears of lins,. decayes, and inficmi- _ "2 

ua \( the ſuppoſed dclinquents? - Are not © 

iFaot too firoted finfully and wickedly to Apgar 
tv ge their undue fulpiczons to others , 
| by the names of (ome faffer; Souls lye 
os Ih Ged, prejudices and heart-burnings are 
noted , Schiſm is made in the body of 
Wit. Though the Law of Wiſdom bind 

dt to uſe more means than needs maſt, 
_ private reproofs will ſerve to re- 
188 þ by M1, not to, blazon infirmities, yet Pro- 
os through pride, envy, want of Chari- 
at leaſt want of wit, publiſh on the houſe 
bk is done in a-corner. Herein we do, 
We hate-to be dealt-with, were it our owa 
Paramcnt - : Hereby we make the Offen- 
If cor hate us, and brget in him due prejudi- 
B b Ges 
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cerstgainft us, viz. that we thirſt to draw els 
blood of his Name : yet how many Chuchl, 
Members are peccanf herein?It will beh 
make him believe thou comeſt to hea! hisful & 
ifthou haſt alrcady Wounded his Name. Hml; 
not ſomie Church-members been for brir 
' it immediately ro the Church ? Heeeby ad 
merable cvils enſue, many are grieved, my 
offended, the party that is impeached & 
; on his euard, pleads for his fin, extenutay l 
' or is firengthned in his fin by the uncharitah 
_ . proceeding, and irregular aQting of the By 
ther, whoficſt cook cognizance of the miſcys 
riage, and fo Fudab juſtifies Samaria. 1h 
Others reprove that thoſe injuries that lil 
bean, offered to them may be —_—_— ral t[6 
than that their Brothers Sowl may be 
and it appears hercin , if the wrong Als 
them may be remcdied, little do heels 16) 
whether there be any other Repenta |v 
They reprove not to gain their Brother ; 
to make gain of him : and therefore Jv} - 
like, they drive furiouſly in,their own alt 
h but in Gods they are dumb and dull enough: 
Reprovirg Other bukie- bodies would be chought w 
only for tender of Chriſts honour, - 1bey tytbe Mint al 
diſputable Annſe, &c. they reprove ſuch things .-as th 
things, diſputable, and negle& to reprove , wiki 
. thereare too many juſt accuſations to ay 
They will be very ſevere in cenſuring, thi 
Brethren for'their Hais, Cloathes, or 40ll 
controverted recreations; and yet letthd 
alone to live in worldlineſs, ſenſuality, 
warmnels, pride, ſloth, &c. po, 
| 
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raw thiſi-Others are fo Mazifterial in their reproofs, Reproving 
nuecle if they had forgotten that they are in the no 
ha body , as if they had no native corruption —— 
$/amning in them, they want the Spirit of 
i akneſs, chey have forgotten the Apoſtles 
) not bren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye Gal.s. x, 
' Ak} hich ore ſpiritual, reſtore ſuch an one in tbe | 
I, my Fir of meekneſ;, &c., O ! how haughtily 
d tofome carry it rowards offending Brethren, 
<viſhyou would fling the firſt fione at your 
ant If you are not guilty of the ſame 
ue itt aſence, ' yet you arc of others, at leaft you 
nlakFhire the ſecd of the ſame Sin-within you. O 
__ "Ftoffending Brethren might know that it is 
'at Ml caly Conſcience of duty, 'that brings you to. 
Wl P tw,” and that it is love to "their Souls puts 
"9 atapon ſuch difpleaſing work to your fleſh ; 
5 in wo and alas ! How few gill condeſcend ? 
Y 1} The work is not managed with that humility 
"Y Wit ought, and therefore no Brother 1s 
T 3 0; DEP 41 | 
Jos | Others are ſo light, frotby, and unſtrious in Reproving 
n all hy bafineſ? , 2bat they ſpoil a. They do' not 118*t!Y- 
Ws | brocite God to accompany®them in the. 
it Wi work, they do not cry out, who # ſufficient ? 
nt Mi They forget it is Soul-work they are imploy- 
© Witin, they forget how abortive ſuch labours 
may hive been, they do not ſer uporr it with that 
7 kw ind trembling, which they ſhould. Few 
OE Ouke with authority, as having Gods Glory, 
03d mens Everlaſting Salvation in their, 
OF; and hence , when they \ come off 
"0 this work , their Conſcience fmires 
tem , that they have been no more fert-, 
| Bb 2 ous 


} 
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ous and fervent in a matter that concerng\ylto 
and death. Jin 
Putting an Few continue their admonitions , and ji 
end to Re- them, till the Delinquent be brought to ol 
root roo feſſion, repentance and amendment,  We'yth 
mn tire, and put the ill nanies of Doggy? 
Swine upon our offending Brethrea, to gti 
cuſe our floth, and to take off that dilipwþ04 
about their Souls, which their dulneſs, of 
hardneſs of heart calls for. We ſhoulliþv$ 
meekneſs inflrui them , though ty lp 
themſelves ; Wc ſhould bear with their \" 
ſent Rubbornneſs and abuſes, and wat 
Ged peradventure will give them repeat the 
We torget how many years God walttgj/*4 
us , though we were ftout , fiubbori {th 
refraGory, how patient and long-ſulwy Þ 
he was unto ug Though the more wind # 

the leſs we are beloved 3 though me 
fiye in our faces: yet we ſhould doum® 
Lord, and his Miniſters, not preſcatly hq 
tbe dujt of car feet againſt them. " 


Not bear- - 4+ How few bt:bave themſelves Chijuag 
ing Re- G#xder Reprooff When men come to” 
proof from the great God, to diſcharge thean® 


Chrittan- they owe to your Souls , your behaviow hs 
; ſuch , chat none will meddle with ſuch 8 < 
ents, to dreſs their wounds , if the lp 
had not charged them with this k 
miſfion. 1 j r 
. How few. receive a Reproof kindly and wt 
Qionately ? This makes me fear, thatf 
arc more Hypocrites in Churches, that 
are aware of, It is a great mercy to 


prony * 
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uhlroved, As many as I love, 1 rebuk?. To ney. 3. I9, 
- fin againſt Reproof, is aggravated wicked- | 
does, The revolters are profound to make 
upbter , though I have been a rebuker of Hof. 5.2. 
jou al, It is an argument of hatred, nat 
Dogg teprove , Thou ſhalt not hate thy Brotherin- 1, 
, to al thine bears, thou ſhalt in any wiſe rebuke thy 
 dilipgdNeighboxr, &&c, Yet how are they counted 
Ines, waibulent, . preagmatical ., void of aff:ion , 
ſhould and centforious, wh: will not let them _ | 
bey Wo on in their fin. He ;bas bates yeprorf, Prov. 15. 
heir | be ſurely dye. There is not a fidder Omen, 
d watt God hath an cndlefs controverfie with 
ptr tiee. 1 know ( faith the Prophet to Ama- 
vaited glia) the Lord hath determined to deſtroy 
born littvs, | becauſe tho baſt not hearkred to my re- 
-ſully}-91. Others ſeem to hearken to the Re- 
ml fover, and give him verbal thanks for his 
| plan dealing ; but from that day their hearrs 
al inwardly, ard they are filled with pre- 
Wjadice , which will expreſs it telf, when 
| Fr it meets with a fair opportunity. H»w 
ls q/ do engage ſome Friend, to be @ faubful 
nur to them, 10 be open-bearted to them, 
ling ff telling them their faults ? We are (o over- 
iowa with (clf-love , that we think no fan- 
of der by can diſcern ſo much as we 3 and we 
gat o unwilling to be cenſared,, that we 
jo fund aloof from having ſuch a Looking-glaſs 
x us, to refle@ our (pots to us: Few, with 
| David, would count it @ kindnels, for the 
at ti{®8iteous to (mite them. 
han $\ + How few do amend npon @ ſolemn feriow Not obedis 
0 fff? How few : retire to their Cloſets , ently. * 
pro © Bb 3 and 
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Minding 
enly the 
pleaſing of 
themſelves. 
Rom. 15. 


_ ©-firm and full knowledge of our lib 


Their miſcarriages toward; **"F 


and there upon' their knees bleſs God fb. ® 
emboldning any to tcl! them, of their,Siuþ. © 
and there beg pardon and (irength tow# 
form, and enter 1nto a religious vow by tu 
grace of God to amend whatever is amify}.% 
5. Moſt Profeſſors ſeek #0 pleaſe thenſy..* 
and not their Neighbour. A man wouldthuf#s 
they never read , - we that are firong , wif 
to, bear the infirmities of the weak,, ond mih'v 
pleaſe ' our ſelver, Let every one Phaſe 
N-igbbour for bis good to edification ; Fam 
Chriſt pleaſed not himſelf, &c. Profeſlor of 
ſclt-willed , they will walk ro 414% utmobiþef 
their liberty, and if others be offended, th+* 
little care for grieving and fiumbling twp” 
weak Brethren. They will tcll you 
pride of their hearts and' loſtineſs of tif 
Spirits, the weak muſt be fatisficd :1þ 
what if they cannot ? O.! how oppoſite” 
Profeflors to the Apoſtles condelcendny 
frame ? They think that in different crew 
fiantial things the weak ſhould follow! 
fixong, and therefore ſlight what they! 
of their actions. But what ſaith rhe Apo 
Uſe not liberty for an occafion #0 the fleſh. Mut 
ledge pufſuh up , but Charivy -edifuth. " 


a.. 
. > 
—_ 


LY 
we 


© things indifferent, ( Gith a learned Wl 
« 1f it be feparated from Charity, is 
* {well the mind with Pride, and make 
"**to deſpiſe, and ſet at naught, weak,00 
< ing, and ſcrupulous Brethren; butC 
"ty 1s carefull co avoid what may fin. 
* che weak, and cauſe them to fall into* 
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Cod lb % and therefore judge this rather, that no man Rom. 14. 
heir.Smg/© put ſtumbling or occaſion to fall in bis Bro- 73> 32» 
th toul-#ghers way by the uſe of indifferentr. Haſt 
w by W# chow faith, concerning the lawfulncſs of 
*the uſe of things indifferent ? ( for of them 


; ail}; 
thenſkd.*the Apoſile ſpeaks ) bave it wnto thy ſelf 
ould tha before God, make not a vain publication 
w2 , ff\#thereof, to the exalperating, grieving, or 
ord mi \#flumbling of the weak, who may by thy 
phaſe example , even againſt Conſcience , uſe 
| Food *the fame liberty -that thou doft, and fo. . 
effor of ® through thy knowledge ſhall thy weak, Bro- 1 Cor. $11. 
mobi} -#vher periſh, 3.e. thy uſing this liberty hath 
led, thſ 4a tendency to defiroy him: You may think 
ing tf '® this is no great matter 3 Bur the lame A- 
j '" poſile informs you, that you hereby fin a- | ©. 
Ky Voainſt Chrift , you deſtroy the work of God, II, 12. 
d :\M * the Soul of thy Brother, and no man on Rom. 14. 
"earth can priviledge you from the wrath of 29. 
ena 4 God , if you deftroy them with your meats 
#f (with the uſe of your liberty ) for whom 
tf '*Chrift dyed, and therefore the Apolile profefſ- |<. - 
W-*ſth, if meat make my Brother to offend, I will 13. ps 
Wo * eat no fleſh, while the world ftandeth,left T make 
. Kany '* my Brother to offend, O! that men were fo 
. 'F hamble as Pax}, in the condeſcention of their 
tberfſ}""Charity ; But alas! All men ſeek their own things: 
d nw if they are ſatisfied concerning the lawfulneis 
s ap; ofthethings, they look no farther :. they little 
ake MF} "Wind the ſouls of their Brethren 3 but are (c- - 
£,dovy "curing themfelves ſome outward peace, and M 
t Cup earthly advantages. Fer naturally care for the 
jaw good ef others, for the glory of God, and the 
'%ification of their Brethren. Wes 
Bb 4 How 
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nto* 
«ir 
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| Valuing . -- 6. How are Chriftians valued: and prefrnilh 
Chriſtians by externals, rather than by internals ?. bh | 
by cxtet- gold rings, by outward honors andpriny's 
"we ledges, rather than by their graces ?. Thely 
who ſhould have moſt of your clicem, | 
and reſpect, have leaft, A rich Formal 
company 1s more prized , than an hum 
.. mortified , poor Chriſtians. The miſcuniflgh 
age that was in the Apoſiles dayes, is Www 
| fcended to this age, and is a blot uponmufſiy/ 
_ of the Profeflors of it : O© my Brabnllyi 
Jam: 2+ 1+ Have not the Faith of our Lord Jeſus Cifllt! 
| #he Lord of glory, with reſpe& of paſaiall 
How are mens judgements blinded by foulyn 
external glory and appearance; fo that all 
inagreat, rich, honourable man, is countl 
much; "and much grace in 2 poor man is&[ 
 ſpiſed, over-tooked, and accounted but} 6 
x Cor.'. 1: 22? How do the rich contemn the pool] ur 
a How arc the poor neglected in viſits? bf 
@ rich , though formal Profeſſor , ſal bm} 
many Friends, How common is it forth} it 
rich to enjoy Ordinances together, and & 0 
clude the: poor? You go to the houſes df & 
the rich, but ſeldem go.over the thic{hol 
of the poor; and yet what ſaid Chriſt.tohuj 0 
that bade him? Jhen thou makeft a Dinnn of " 
 - Supper, call not thy Friends , nor thy Bret 
Luke 14+ meither thy Kinſmen, nor thy rich. Neightwil | 
129 13214 Jeff they alſo bid thee again, and recompme | 
made thee, but when thow makeſt a Feaſt,  ' 
ghe poor , the maimed, the lame , tht blith 
and this fyilt be bleſſed; for they cannot rem 
pence #hee 3 but thou fpals be gompenced #M 
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| brefuredlreiion of the juſt. You do not value 
1/1 7. din by their eminency in grace, but 1n parts 
nd prin worldly endowments ; as if gold did fet 
?. Than off more than grace. Thoſe who have 
cm, loſt of Ceſar's Image, arc held in higher re- 
ormaliffftation, than thoſe who have moſt of God's 
humble, What a reflzxion is this upon the 
milcunfgnt and blefſed God ? Paul durft know 70 » Coy, 5 
., 1s Wa ofter thefleſp; yet darcyou eftcem men 16. 
on muſhy their fleſhly greatneſs in the world. When 

Sretiraſigg ſhould fix your aff:Qtions, where you 

s Cir ſ&moti grace, you are taken wire you fee 

per/agfatier moſt of the world, os moft gifts, 


y lowpamadence, learning, or moſt morality. You | 
al 2 my mow, that you beftow not moſY ©05:64r On the x Cor. 12, 
County Wer, ly parts, on them who have leaft of 


n 15 #4 wrldly Priviledges, though che Apotile, yea 
but li God expeRs it. How rough and rigorous 
ic purſe you to poor men, if over-taken in' a 
5? ll lult?. how 1s his offence aggravated ? how 
al bn} kyercly is he cenſured ? But if a rich mans 
forth] tanſgreffion be the ame, or more to be ag- 
nd &þ _ from the light it hath affronted,and 
uſes if kom the danger of its ſcandal; yer how isit 
rok pil by, extenuated, if not excuſed and par- 
tob doned ? O1 This having mens perſons in ad- 
ration, over-reverencing men for worldly 
things, is a great diſparagement to the grace 
AGod, as if riches and honojers were more 
bene #f excellent than Religion and Grace : They who 
oft, a "ue bighly deſcended , or who relate- to the 
blart Courts of Princes , or who have their ftores in 
on their bouſer , are in greater eſtecm than 
4x Others, who arc deſcended from above , who 
oh are 
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are reiated to the God of Heaven, who li 
Favoxrites in the New . Feruſalem , and wht 
bave flore of grace in their bearts. O nyt 
tbren! Jf there come into your Aſſembly ang 
with a gold ring, and there cometh alſo a 
man in vile yayment, and you have reſi 
bim that weareth the gay clothing, 6, oli 
zot you partial in your ſelves ? Have not wile 
made a difference , a groundleſs diff:rayjyl 
a dift:rence grounded on carnal reſpects, oth 
not upon folid reaſon ? Are noe ye ban 
jaages of eviltboughts ? Have not you milſfh, 
your judgement of ſuch perſons, accordyſſiy 
co th: dictate of your own evil thoughts, al 
not according to the rule of the Word? (fo 
how feldome do Profeflors value and hh 


| ſpect as God doth? Let rich Profeſſoakſ 


Jam, 2. 6 
Heb. 2.11. 
' Joh.20.17. 


fick, or under any other . firoke of Gui 
hand, what adois there? what runningh] 4 
him ? .wahat ſending after him ? what end] h 
vours to camfort im? But O! how aretk]'y 
poor of the Church deſpiſed ? Little fendu 'y 
co them, though they want neceſſanies ky þ 
their Bodies, in the time of their ViſitatiÞ 0 
and their Souls are ready to fink, for wil © 
of a word in fcafon. Your frequent-viſtf] 't 
ot ſome, when under Gods hand, and i} ( 
dom rxclorting to others, when jn the ſunt} * 
extremity, evidenceth , that you deſpiſe in} * 
poor ; Yea, are not you aſhamed tobe in ti] | 


company of .a mean Chrift:an ? or-tg ell 


poor Chiifitzen, Brother ? to own any Wap 


" near relation-to him ? And yet the Ld inn 
afbamed to call ſuch , Brethren : Got 


Br 
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who Snhren, 6c. But wo and alas! the ſame 


and whind is not in us, which was in Chriſt Jeſus : 

O myMhon of me 3 for Þ am boly, But 'we are Math. x1, 
tbly aud and haughty 3and we learn of the high 29: 

iſo « gt mighty of the Earth to deſpiſe others of 


lower condition , than our ſelves. The 
cc hynud- rich man can be content to claim kin=- 
not wed of Abrebam, he calls him, Father A- 
:reInbow; but you read not that ever he faid, Luke 16. 
s, Wntber Lazarus. Tt will not ſerve us , nor 
ye buafae-us ( faith a late Biſhop of England )) to 
ou mile able to ſay, Abraham is our Father, except 
ccoraylim will charitably acknowledge the prareft Cbri- 
zi1ts, lien, ever Lazarus for owr Brother. Befides 
19? Of how ſoon is a xich Formalift admitted to Fel- 
and þ _ How hardly the Godly, if poor ? 
flowh +”, How do they who count themſelves Chri- Slighting 
f Gif firs of the higheſt form, who have had great weak, 2s 
ning] 4quaintance with Chrifi and his wayes, who "*! Ch ©. 
endt+| hyve had along experience of Chriſts (weet- {1,1 
it] "neſs, and Satans deceits, keep by themſelver, 
"with the negle@ of the lambs, of them who arc 
9 but of ycfierday, and know little of the mind 
God? How do we ſlight them ( Chrift 
ay did not fo ) who hve buta mite or twofor 
to calt into the treaſury, I mean, whocan 
| contribute but little ro cheir gifts or graces, 
They that are poor in ſpirit, as well as Poor 
n the world;have but very lictle reſpeRt now 
ayes : whereas we ſhould treaſure and re- 
be& the ſmalleſt duſt of Gold and Pearl: we 
ak ſhould reſemble che Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; his 
i7a Fextelt care ſeems to be of the Lambs. Feed 
*Lombs, The Children in the Cradle, _ 
Ka | when 
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when they: begin to take their feet ſhouyly 
then be moſt dandled, ſhould then mokily yl 
* held up, they then ſhapld be never out of 
hand. If ye are Fathers, ye arc unnatwyl'y 
ones, if you throw off the care of all Ws 
Children , that need your care, and take ch 
of them who need it not. As gra, bf; 
growth in grace, is given to edifie tbe bujylf , 
Ghriſt, the eye is not for. it elf, -but:ſyh 1 
the blind members, to. lead them in paths 3 
Righteouſneſs, Your care ſhould; be. lib * 
Gods: his care is for the leaſt Fly, as welly};; 
for the greateſt of the creatures. Chrili:tf 
not will the Salvation of one believer magf | 
than another, he dyed equally for all, alllvþ | 
lievers fiand alike juflificd through the blod ; 

| 

{ 

| 

| 
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by 


. of Chritt, Chriſt knocks at the poormuf 
door, as well as the rich, if Chrift mals 
any. difference, it is in this, the poor wal 
Chriftian hath more expreſſions of his lox 
and aff:Rion, than the ttrong have, he then 
moſt pitty to the greateſt objes of pitty, t 
thoſe that are in greateſt want : yea ih 
young Saint at his firſt Converſion, whew ll 
lately drope from the Womb of the Golpd | 
when he is but a Babe in Chritt, a ſucking} 
Infant , he hath more kiſſes and cmbracs}. 
more joy and comfort, than ( perhaps )k| 
meets with. till he be a grown man, and 
man in. Chriſt, till he be not only a gracioh 
but a glorified Saint. The very Philoſophaſp 
obſerves that by Nature Parents are fiill at 
ricd with their greateſt affeions toil 
Child thatis youngeſt z becauſe that is com 
x | moni 
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t houilgonly moſt indigent, that is moſt hug'd in 
0fily Wlhe boſorme, dandled on :the knee,  kiſs'd -and 
r Out ofifgiled upon. IT wiſh there were +more of 


nnat nl hi Nature even among ſupra-natural Chri- 


teens. It is lamentable to fee how little 
© movr is. beſtowed upon the weaker veſſels, 
ind how few there are to be found, that car< 
ty the lambs in their boſomes ( vext their 
of hearts ) and gently lad thoſe tbat are with 


Up ity How little compaſſion is ſhewd 10 Yall'n Net com- 
wells Brethren 2. to ſuch as are overtaken with*'a paſſionate- 
WW Gult, yea with many ? When their hearts, om 
ny like the ſluggards fields, arc overgrowr. with 
* weeds, we do not lend them ous Spade, 
vi and Mattock, and Knife : we do not-labour 
vi bb pullthe brands, that are half burnt, out of 
of the fire : to fave our (elves this labour, we 
Ui} deem them Caſt-awayes, as if there were' no, 
$ hope. of their Reftitution and Salvation, we 

never more look after them, to be fare, we 
do-not as the bleſſed Apolile Fohn did, who 
( us Emſebins relates in his Eccleftialtical 
Hiſtory ) ran aftex the back-ſlidden Pro- 
Pay kiflor, who was turned an High-way-man , 
to take him by holy guile, and to recover 
$f tim. out of che ſnares of Hell. We carry it, 
wif we held, that fins committed after Con- 
Log vertion - were unpardonable. Art thou a 
b| firanger. to thy own- heart? If not, thou 
i knowcli God pitticth thee , though thou 
falleſt ſeven. times a day, and it ill-becomes 
tice, who haſt been ſo oft holpen out'of the 
deep. ditch, to deny.help to thy -” 
c tat 
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that Iyes there , *and perhaps will peg 
if none be more merciful than '>y 6" 
Arc there no ſolemn engagements upon thi 
Soul towards thy Neighbour ? Will not 60 
take thee by the throat for thy unmera( 

nels? O thou wicked: Servant , 1 forgave 
all thy: debt, becauſe thou defiredſt me : ſnl 
not tho bave bad compaſſion upon thy fell bo 
Servant, even as 1 bad pinty on thee ? Vet [ Y 
8be Lord is wroth with you, and if this be 
amended, be will deliver you to the Tonnl® 
$0rs, till you ſhall pay all that is due unto bin{* 
O! Repent of your defectiveneſs in |fk 
thing. Multicudes arc haftening to the VI" 
ley of Decifim, multitudes are departed fmy* 

their former Profefſion , ſome of thema'? 
become ſcandalous : their fins will lyc at yup}! 
doors , and chcir blood too, if you, throyflf* 


. unfaithfulneſs, or through negligence; i hs 


Grouadleſ: 


ſeparation. 


Heb.10.25, 


through fainting , endeavour not to ref * 
them, to fet the bones again, that are i bi 
happily diſlocated. 7e* which are Spirita|f" 
reftore, @c. Are ye all Carnal ? arc nit it 
of you Spiritual ? If there be -one, heres ry 
work for him, as he will anſwer che contri " 
at his peril. £0 n 
9, On how wunafie and ſinful ( becauſe | © 
warranmable ) accounts, do many withdi I 
from the Communion of their Brethren £ Whit, # 
have not they xcad, orheard, Forſake not it h 
aſſembling of your ſelves together, as the matt 
of ſome is ? Te was then dangerous not tokpry 
ratc; but it was more dangerous to fcpatit'y 
Not to- ſeparate was: dangerous to -—y | 


, F - ſome Saints eſpecially. - 
1 «lad man : but to ſeparate was-dangerous to 
"> inward man. When ever you hear of 
m4, that be hath leſt us, the next news 
hy will hear of him, is, be bath embraced 
< preſent World. It the Devilcan, like a 
a5 file Crater on the road, dsaw' thee off from 
ity. company , he will ſoon cut the throat of 
At Proteſiton. Its no wonder to hear an 
uſe is xobbed, that fiands alone from 
nk. Nphbours. 1wo are better than one. The 
*{Cherch of God is compared to a City , the 
wo hg eak walls of the houſes therein , would 
- wIxxver endur6a blufiring wind 3 but by their 
{ighbour-hood and Contiguity , they fuc- 
Jaw cach other : But when one fands di- 
Inded, the next news you may expect to hear 
at yore 's 2 fall, and if it be a towring houle , 
hroad (8 fall is great. And yet alas ! upon every 
c: g{ffjudice and diſcontent, if one Brother falls 
refge [ut with another, preſently the whole Con- 
re | Fegation 15 threatned with the loſs of the 
rind | Pgudiced and diſcontented party's company, 
e noi ud condemned for the miſcarriages of one, 
herep| 6 perhaps the ſyppoſed Offendox hath not 
ntrof the liberty to know his Offence, in order to 
is Repentance,, nor the Church, regularly 
of w-{Juanted therewirh. " 
thao, 39. The laft great Evil among Church- wot fea- 
rs, that I ſhall mention, is, Their rating 
mot 11% Pitbdrawing from every Brother that walks from Per-' 


lh, when wnder Cenſure, How fo- _— 


MI . 

zeſty is this required by the Apoſile F Now 
aratelh* mand you , Brethren ,. in the Name of 
e oof Lord Feſss Chriſt, 1hat ye withdraw your :Theſl:3.6. 
wal] ſelves 
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Their miſcarriages towards Sinne, [* 
(0 ) | 


ſelves from every Brother, that walks dj 
derly. Who can tell what bleſſed ies 
Gods own Cenſures their eyes might þy 
ſcen, had not Profeflors been herein g Fo 
ty ? By a general diſlike the perſon cenl; 
might ſoon be convinced and humbled, tlf* 
doubtedly it was your duty to have ky p 
weight unto the Diſcipline of Chiiſt, 
you could, and to diſcountenance ior 
whom the Lord had diſcarded. Influd}* 
arc not wanting of ſuch as God hath brow: 
to repentance by the firangeneſs of ſud a 
were once their Fcllow-members. Pi * 
bly you may be condemned for ſuch a ay m4, 

I 


age, but if ever God bring ſuch Cenſud 
perſons to Repentance, though it be up 
their death-bed , though it be ina fonapſe. 
Countrey, God will not ſuffer them al $ 
quietly, till they have acquitted, -yea jufifd|: a 
your carriage towards them. - 
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fane wretches be juſtly charges 
Church- members ? 1 know man 1s 4 ſock 


in 
if 

I. Ay not too much familiarity with y 
. 
k 

creaturez but that will not excuſe Sain#h' 


_ 


"Fer miſcarriages towards Sinners, A4Ol. 
ſp their carcleſneſs of the. choice of their 
owpany. The, very Fowls of the Air, and 
"Fells of the Field, love not Heterogeneous 
"Janpany Birds of a Feather jlxck, zogether, 
NF have' been afraid, that many, who would 
p "TFthought eminent , of an high ſtature in 
ae and godline(s , yet fee not the vaſt dit- 
*Fktence there is between Nature and Rege» 
al (xucion, Sin and Grace, the Old and the 
nf If Main, ſecitg al company is alike unto 
own (110 And 1s it not thus with thee ?, Is it 
a It all one, whether thou art with a Child 
Pi «God, or with a Child of the Devil? Are 
—;I ht thoſe fir Companions for thee, who 
"I fight and rcbell againtt God every day ? 


man 0! How few conſu'!t and believe the Scrip- Whence > 
ol rs ſetting forth be enmity of wicked men From not 

on atinſt God l The Colnture wits vs believing 

n top] 2? Gods people F The Scripture tel's us, the enmity 


cl Joy 6:8 #Þ Gods people, as bread, which im» that is in | 
ples a firange inclination in them to devour the feed of 
the Funts, and chat they take as great delight —— 
thejein, 'as an hungry man in cating, and C1 ner 
tht it 1s oatural co chem to moleft them : woman. 
"We Scripture compates them, for their Pfal. 14. 4: 
I] wrtfull qualitics,, ro Lyour and Bears, to vpoph 25, 
Fer for ſubtilty , to wild Bulls, to greedy 17, 55.20. 
Sint, to Scorpions, to Bryars and Thorns, Pſal.z2.12. 
(grievous and vexing things. ) The Scripture Mat. 7.6. 
weri, | repreſents them as induſtrious and unwearied, E*e*: m_ 
' | \ their bloody Enterprizes , they cannot Se 
"bj leep without doing miſchief : Herodias had 
1s ther have the blood of a Saint , than baif of 
ſuc «Kingdom : Haman would pay a great Fine 
nw the King , © che ſcattered Fews ( wbs 

Cc keep 


2 T11m.3-3- 


Eyidences 
thereof. 
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keep 108 the Kings laws) may be cut off. Wig | 5 
ed men will run the hazard of damning the | «x 
own Souls, rather than not fling a dag u|«gre 
the Apple of Gods eye :, though they knoy, | 5 (el 
what one word ( Aha) coſt 3 yet they wil *Ch 
break chrough all natural, civil , and mor] Be! 
obligations to ruine Gods people : The Bb] *D 
ly Ghoſt calls them implacable men, fierce ud -H 
headfirong : they are like the bot Ovwnl(a| pil 
fury, like the Sea for boundleſs rage : yet wh} hol 
bath believed this Scripture Report ? If x 
Did we believe what Enemies all wicked wn 
men are unto all Saints, ** We ſhould ng | fall 
«lean to our own prudence and diſcretionty| ſel 
« ſecure 'us from any danger by thele men: | Ay 
«© we would get an Ark to ſecure us fromth| 
<*© deluge of their wrath ; If at any timem| < 
« be caſt among. them and delivered, m| 
© would' bleſs God with the three Childra; | 6 
© that the hot fiery Oven did not conlune | &þ 
** us; we would not wonder, when wehkeat| ( 
« of any of their baxbarous cruelty butts | 1 
<« ther wonder at . Gods rcfiraining them ee | | 
*ry day : we would be fufpicious of receiv: | r 
& ing hurt, when caſt among light and frothy] | 
* Companions : we would ſhun their can-} | 
<< pany, as we do Lyons and Scorpions; Wh. 
* would never commit any truſt or fecret | 
© co their bands : we would not belight 
< hearted, whillt in their Society : we woull 
not rely on their promiſes any more thu 
» we would on the promiſe of the Devi 
© their Father: we would long for Heavel 
{© to be delivexed from* the tents of —_— 


WF Their miſcarriages towards Sinners, 403. 


ik: | *we would not count any of the Saints fecu- 
t|*xed from danger, though related to any 
|*great wicked man : we would not wilt our 


# {elves with them by matching our {elves or 

"Children to theſe Sons and Daughters of 

vBelzal ; neither would we make choice of 

Devils to be our Servants, Ts 

- How few do bilieve what a quarrel God hath From not 

pith wicked men ? And that not only with the _ 
S ha” ods 

boſe 3 bur the formal and hypoctitical alſo ? quarrel 

If wedid, we would tremble as much to be with them? 

among them , asto be in an houf:, that is As 2. 404 


filing : we would endeavour to ſave our 


| ſelves: from this untoward generation. The 


Apotile would not fo have adjured them, fo 
auged, (ointreated them, had he not known 
the danger of wicked company. God is an- Pſal. 9.1ts 
g) with the wicked every day; bis bow is bent, 
his orrows are oz the ſtrings , the infiruments 
frtheir ruine are all prepared. And 1s it 
le to be there where the Arrows of God 
ready to fly 'abour ovr cats ? How was the 


*| Apotile afraid ro be in the Bath with Ce- | : 
*| rintbas 2 Depart C faith God by Moſes ) from Numb. 1&. 


thetentz of Ko:ah, Dathan, and Abiram , left 29 
ys be conſumed in all their fins, How have 


| the backets of good figs ſuffered with the bad? 


it not prejudicial to the gold tolye with 
the droſs ? Lot had been ruined by his Neigh- 
bourhood to the Sodomites, if God had not 
wrought wonderfully for his deliverance. 
Will you put God to work miracles to fave 
youſrom your ungodly company ? It 15 dan- 
Erous being in the road with thieves, whillt 
| Ec 2 Gods 
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Gods bue and cry of Vengeance is at. thei 
Prov. 13 backs. A Companion of fools ſhall be deftryed. 


Ty The very beaſts may infiru&t you to conſult | 


better for your ſecurity , the very Deer we 
afraid of a wounded chaſed Deer, and ther 
fore for their preſervation thruti him out 
their company. : | 
From not How few believe their own experiences, wha 
believing they have ſuffered by the company of the Us 
malig 14 gcdly 7 It had been better we had gone & 
fered from NE Peſt-bouſe, and cat and drank with per 
them. ſons infected with the Plague, even whilh 
the foar and botch was running on thcn, 
than to accompany with wicked men ; ou 
bodies would have bcen endangered only by 
the one; but our Sowls are by the other. k 
not the poyſon of Aſps under their tonguu! 
Doth not the Devil a them ? Doth he not 


Eph. 2.2. work effeualy in the Children of diſobedien«! 


Doth he nor inform them ? Is there a 
breath, that is not infeQious, coming from 
their lips ? How foon could Foſeph rapoutm 
Oath by living with Pharaohs Courners? I 
was not long time, that Peter was ( unn6 
ceſſarily, without a Call ) in the High-Priclk 
Hall, and how quickly do we hear him Cult 


and Swear,. and deny his Lord and Maſter! 


We arc inſenfibly inſnared, and defiled, bj 
wicked men, as we are black'd and diſcolov 
red by lying long under the hot and ſcorch 
ing Sun beams. Do not we yet knowail 
feel how @ little leaven leaveneth the with 
lump, and that one finner deftroys much gu, 
and that thoſe that were wingled -_ bs 
: i 


Their miſcarriages towards Sinners. 
Hathen, karned their wayes ? Have'not you 


foundafter ſuch company-keeping, how your 


hearts have been dead, dull; firaitned, loth 


| nd unwilling to come into Gods preſence ? 


þ is diffics/t ( (ſaith a late ingenious Writer ) 
men to a Miracle' to kgep Gods Commandments, 
md evil company #00, How ſuddenly after 
your Soul-refreſhments in your Cloſct-Com- 
munion have you lofi all your heats, and ſpi- 
ritual 'fervencies, which you had in fecrer, 
ud have inftantly cooled by going forth into 
cldand corrupt air > When a Saint hath been 
in private raviſhcd with the love of God, and 
the joyes of Heaven, and afterwards mects 
with company, which neither doth, nor can 


| Frak one word of ſuch matters, what a damp 


Kit to him ? What a quenching (as it were) 
d the Spirit of God in him? Nay isnot that 
tre which one faith, that the people of God 
< generaly loſe more hy worldly men ( that are 
f © blameleſs converſation before men ) than 
the loſe by wicked and profane men # O ! how 
a hath communion with carnal men bcen at 
left an-occafion of blotting your evidences ? 
wd of your fuſpeRing the truth of your own 


4 Faces, whilt you have omitted the duties 


admonition and reproof, when there was 
iallthereto? O ! how oft have you ſaid, 
II cangot ſuffer Cach a mans frowns and diſ- 
ure, and therefore have omitted my 
duty fo their Souls, and durſi not appear 


br God againſt their fins , how ſhall I deny 
wy {if in greater matters ? How hall I ſuf+ - 


ks at a Rake for Chriſt ? How ſhall I refif 


- 
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#0. blood , fighting againſt fin ? You hold 
tne Wolf by. the Ear, whilſt among 
them : If you reprove them, you get a blot; 
if not, you fear, you are too cowardly ty 
be inrolled among the Saints, I will acquaint 
you with an Obſervation of mine: When 1 
have ſeen a Chriſtian fall into an intimacy with 
vain and erroneous company, I have counted it 

' a mark of « back ſliding beart, and have fund 
zt ſo too 200 oft : And no wonder; for weour 
ſclves count it a diſgrace fo us to accompany | 
with them , who affociate with p:ople fo 
pected for uncleanne(s and diſhneſty, and 
fo doth the Spirit of God, who will not par 
take inthe ſcandal of Cach Aſſociation: Ve 
rily , He will not be 8 Partner with you, | 
when you are not choice of your Fellow: 
ſhip, ' | 

Erom not "8 few confider , how they hard.n wick 
confide= wen, by an intimacy with them , Where 
here, how withdrawient from ther, might bc a mean 
they to make them aſhzmed ? Whilft we are mtr 
den them xy and jJovial with them, we make them bs 
in their. heve their condition is not deplorable, thei 
—_ danger 1s not great; whereas, if we ſhur 
RY” ned them, as we would a Bowed-W al, whill 
they remain enemies to the Lord, this might 
do them good, for the Rartling of them, and 
xouzing of them, out of their unhappy ſe 
curity, and firong deluſions, whgrcin thy 
| _—_— by * 
Net diſ- * Secondly, May not negle of diſcbargy| T, 


406 - 


charging the Dwties owed t0 wicked men, whilft m chin | Wnce 


Ne en oy dans 4 deb 


—_ Member:# 
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{Manbers ? Profeſſors careleſneſs of the pe- 
ſhiog condition of the Souls even of the 
net, is a fin mach to be lamented. It is 
gſron Age we live in, and mens hearts arc 


Thngely hardned, as to any pitty they ſhew = 


tothe muleitudes, who are in a natural and 

kmnable condition, Me-thinks you ſhould 

ke on the miſery of an unconverted fiute, 

phil you your ſelves were fo lately in it. 
Are not you convinced, that thoſe with Several 
whom you converſe daily, have reaſonable, _ 
immortal Souls , capable of eternal life or ens A 
nifery ? Have not they the ſame common perſwade 
Nature withyou ? Arc there not ( at leaſt ) Protellers 
any civil bonds, whercin you fiand related —_ _— 
them? Doth not their miſery call aloud for hs 
four compeſſions ?. Are they not in tbe gall of their crer- 
hterneſs, and bonds of iniquity ? Have they nal Eltate, 
tany part or fellowſhip in the pardon of whatever 
their Sins? The endeavouring to heal the was, 
kck-ſlidings of Chriſtians, though a very nc- 7, 

alary work , is not fo necef{ury ( for they 

wil (urely be pardoned and healed, they arc 

dotin ſuch hazard of damnation )) as tO cn- 

devour to open the eyes of theſe poor blind 

retches, and to turn them from the power of 

daten unto God, Would you not mai< more 

taſte ro cure a man , that is taken with a 

lyooning fit, than one that hath a litcle 

(wdling in his finger ? I wonder you are no 

Tore affeted with the miſerics that attend 

Jour Unregenerate Friends and Acquain- 

lnce, who muſt ſuddenly be Converted, or 

Damned; Mc-thinks you ſhould pitry them 

i Cc 4 the 
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. the more; becauſe they pitty-not themſelves have b' 
M:-thinks the value that Chriſt hath put up-Yher that 
on Souls, by blecdiog for them , the ru 


you, 
ſome that he hath given for miſerable man, Y het 
and the unwearied pains he takes for ther6WMulpit-c 
duccment of 'fallen man, ſhould teach vs-tthem- 
open our lips, to give ſome direions ann; and 


counſels to them, who are within. a firide aff how 
Hell, but a breath between them and ctemulhuls of « 
Tuine : And yet how are Gods pcople ſinit-yutbar: 
ned towards theſe forlorn and miſerable, ute Jab M: 
done, condemned Creatures? Though they ſee ple 
arc under the curſe of the Law, though the Jyportun 
ſentence of death bepaft ag2.nſt them, and-rreſers 
is ready to be executed every moment ; 16 Ile be 
you exhort them not to fly: from wrath.» Imited | 
come ; If they will periſh, they may peri Jus do 
for any fpiritual contribution that you will [dſervi 
sfford them, It grieves me ſometimes, t [au pr 
ſee how Gods people eat up their own |j6{e 1 
others time, with vain, frothy and unſive- [uto th 
ry words: When they. ſhould be ſpeaking 
forne rouzing , ſtartling words of Hell and 
Damnation, of the neceſfſi:y of Regeneratt I! 
on , of Eternity, of the fqoliſh choice met |þ 
make in preferring the pleaſures of fin, whid 
are but for a ſeaſon, before eternal Joyes 

the deceits of the heart, of the cheats of tit 
Devil , of the malignity of ſin, of the curk 
of the Law, &c. they are talking of thisl 
ſhion , or of that, they are perbaps cenlv | 
ring one another, but endcavouring nothin 

for the undecciving their deluded Comput | jt 
ons. You cannot but know what advan Uh 
(£524 oe” 22 RE C-; . _ yo 


ver! have by your. intimacies with them, to 
up-fer that to them, which they will receive 
ane you, when Satan perhaps hath imbit- 
and them agzinſi their Minifters, fo that 
16Wlpit-countels and reproofs are loſt up- 
-tohthem. Befides, You are in private with 
nd; and you know by your ſelves, how 
oli bow backward you were, to apply the 
nub of God'to your own Souls, but you, 
ut-SyNatban to David, may go and lay, Thox 
t- Intbe Man, tbox the Woman ; You may hear 
ej Fer pleas for themſelves, and fo have an 
he Japortunity to confute them; whereas they 
wInreſerved to their Miniſters, though they 
« Jie been friendly, carnefily and frequently 
# Jited to a Chriſtian conference ; And yet 
b Jy do you neglect all cheſe Opportunities 
(erving the Neceflitics of your Friends : 
lh pretend love unto them; but how can 
ke the blind before your eyes tumbling 
go the Lake of H:ll, and yet not call on 


tut you ſhould think you have the Divine 
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Niture within you, and yet bc void of com- 
kfions to theſe miſerable Obj:Rs, who ye 
wanded before you , where-ever you g9 
« come, O! Me-thinks, when you enter 
tte. houſe of an Unregenerate , you ſhould 
flus meditate, Now have I an opportunity to 


l 
0 
d 
p 
; them to return and live? It is admirable, 
f 
; 
) 
| 


| Jo2 a Soul from Hell , to have a greater con- 
| {ft than Czſar or Alexander cowld boaſt of : 


Nw may I fbew my ſelf a Friend of God , by 


| Meeding bis right to the Creature : Now may 


t bave an occaſion to make all the Angels of 
| | Heaven 


———S 
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Heaven laugh and fing, and all tbe curſed Dili, tha 
#0 roar, by ſaving a loſt Soul. L whi 
And will you ſee theſe wounded in youlyy2 < 


way, and pals therm by with an unmerdk 
Spirit ? If yor, ſee your Brother have nad is 
extward things , ( much more if necdingllia 
Grace, the Image of, and Peace with, Godyou 
end you ſout up your towels of compaſſim'faullge? 1 
bing, bow dweleth the love of God in yl do 
You have ſome pitty left, when you ſeetbyok 
man fallen under his horſe, or firugling ſw Jep) 
life upon the waters, or in an houſe tire {you 
your bowells arc turned within you; Bit las er 


alas ! here are they that are dropping intothe ſfppre 
Lake of Fire every moment, that are drag! Jae n 
g<d upand down, from one Luft to anothe, 
by the Devil, ( a forer bondage by far ) ad | 
yet youdo not pitty them. O ? Pitty them, || 
Pitty tncem; Go over to Macedonia, and 
sbem. It is a grief to my Soul , to conlidet, || 
how dull, how uſcleſs Chriſtians are, in the 
Towns and Villages, where Providence hath 
caft them : 'If chey meet with a man, they [ten 
will not ſo much as ask, whether he be bound | {tht 
for Heaven, or Hell ? whether he knows tht | you 
neceſſity of the new. Birth , yea or 00? | they 
whether he hath lefe Sin, as his greateli bur- | mor 
den, whether he be willing of Chiift, and | 0! 
Salvation by him, upon*his own terms? | yy1 
Nay, Profeflors will not fo much as counk | in 
them to read a good Book, or lend the | po 
one, if they are poor and unable to buy? | du 
they will be at no coftto (ave a Soul, chat s | 4c 
really of mote worth, than a World. _ hy 
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Wy, that you account your (elves Chrifti- 
&; whilt you have no higher eſicems of . 
Wi? Or how can you have any affurance, 
arou hate Sin, whilſt you labour not the 
{onal of it, in whomſoever you find it ? 
dingy ſee men trifling away their time, why 


20d }&þ-40u not put them upon redeeming their 
ſala? If you find them lovers of pleaſures, 
Yutyy do you not invite them, and preſs them, 
lee 1hybok after cordial joy and mirth, and the 
; le fccpleaſures, that. are at Gods right hand ? 
ire ff youare the Subjects of Chriſt, how can 


Bit Ju endure Treaſon againſt him, and not 
"te Fippreſs it ? T'le never believe, that man 
iy Jar mourned for fins of his own, that doth 
hes, Fat or fins of others z or that he ever hated 
ad [ſain himſelf, that doth not endeavour to 
, | nine it in others Souls, as well as :n his 
W [omn. Be aſhamed at your pretenſions , as 
kt, [if-you had hearts of fleſh , when you have 
tlt | fears of ones, the hearts of Tygers, the 
a | hatts of Infidels, or elſe you would pitty 
X) | the miſerable unconverted Souls. And what, 
od | {they defire not your help, the more need 
Y jou have to pitty them : the leſs awakened 
)" | they are out of their curſed ſecurity ,, the 
i" | Nore miſerable and dangerous i* their ſtate. 
1 | 0! Paton the bowells of Jeſus Chrift ; car- 
!y not your (elves in an high, proud way, 
ma loſty, magjſierial way, towards theſe 
D | poor Souls; Do not think thou haſt diſ- 
* | urged duty towards them, by running into 


hardneſs, contempt of 
: | 
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ther help them to fome. of your eye-(yylyl 
that they may ſec. Contider you haveTgli 
lents, and account you muſt for them, wh 
bethink your f(clves, whether you may ule 
give a better account, by endeavouring ahi 
reduce theſe poor Souls, that are firayingyly 
Hell, than by letting them alone to dank 
themſelves : Conlider ſadly what anfweryglis 
will make, when Chrifi (hall ariſe and plally 

_ with you, when Chyifi ſhall fay, Windy 

- thy Brather ? Will Cain's anſwer fcrve? lah 
1 my Brothers keeper * Will not Chriſt rhl\d 
on you? © Did not I come from Heanſy) 
© on purpoſe to redeem theſe periſht Soukl | 
<« Did not I charge you to exbort one avaſy 
* daily ? todo good to all ? Did not I fun 
* you with wifdom and experience, thy 
* you might be able and ready * to Ivy 
* others? Did not TI by wonders of Prov 

« dence prolong your dayes, that you might 

« be ufcful? D:d notI give you an intercliy 
« the aff;tions of your Neighbours, thit 
« you might be as tbe Dew, and as the Riv 

« of Waters t0 the parched ground ? that yu 

« might be the Light and Salt of the Earth} 

« Nay, did not I remove the Miniſtry, (x 

«« mong other weighty grounds) to try yoit 

« affeQtions to periſhing Souls? And is th 

<« your anſwering all my dcfigns and exper: 

« cjons, to rail at them, as the ungodly pit 

« ty, and not to endeavour to make the 

«better? O ! Conſider how ſad your «ak 

will bc, if the blood: of thouſands of Soul 


thall bc lain at your doors, for you 
; # KW, 


heir miſcarriages towards Sinners; 
"ery, 


> 


ks. for your carcleſnefs, for your being 
&)e-lunkeſe than Balaams Als 3 for hz once repro- 
tave Ti | perhaps you have never. How doyou 
cm, way, but a few words of yours might be as 
May wilble as Forab's to Nineveb , as the Sa- 
uring aoiios womans was fo the City ? Is this 
rayinghlpleve thy Neighbour as thy ſelf ? Doſt 
to dane thy ſelf , and not regard chy Soul? 
(weryulipl canft thou love thy Neighbour , and 
nd plafiat endeavour to ſave htm from periſhing ? 
When afp pull the brand our of the fire? Have you 
ve? lil learned Chriſt? When our Lord dwelt in 
it reppJſkþ among us, was he dumb before: finners, 
HewnJgjou are, when he ſaw the multitude want- 
 Souk} [up bread, did not he deal forth the bread 


8 4notht 
[ furnd 


e, thi 
to hep 
{ Prove 
1 might 


tereſt 


» Nut [he 
2 Raven 


life to them ? did not he prefer this work 


Wore his meat and drink ? had not he com-. 
[pion for the ignorant ? did not he enlighten 


poor ignorant Souls ? and reprove the Hy- 
periſie of others? When he went into tie 
Publicans houſes , did not he preach of the 
Kingdom of God unto them ? And hath noc 
given: you an example, that you thould do 


he hath done ? Should not you 'mzke it a 
[iter of Conſcience to write after ſo grear, 


6 fafe, fo glorious a Copy? to follow to 


wtthy a Leader and Pattern ? Add withal, 


Wat ſtumbling blocks you have Jaid in the 


Wayes- of ſinners? how many have been of-. 


d by. your converſation? And will you 
fo many hundreds to Hell, and not en- 

r the converſion of ſome ? You prc- 

tend the want of parts - But alas ! you want 
nels, you want affeions, you have not 

= 1 
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a real fight, and dcep ſenſe of eternal mi 
ters: If you had, you: would with teugl 
your eyes beſcech your Neighbours to mixkili 
their periſhing Souls. Have not you ſony 
ny partsas to ſay to your Neighbours, Rygka 
and Pray, if perbaps your fins may be fogmdn 
Go into thy Cloſet , Profefior, and thaifino 
mourn over thy hard heartedne(s, and wh 
metrcifulne(s to the Soals of thouſands, 
whom thou might have been an infirunadi 
of Converſion , if thou hadſt but attempidif 
it, Or could you not have gone and whit 
ſceched your Miniſters to lay to heart thepdlſhdy: 
riſhing cate of ſuch a mart or woman? (pin 
might you not have cntreated thoſe Souktymte 
conſult ſome Miniſter about their Ever| in re 
State? You have not done what you coulliÞ. 
you pretend you cannot convert them ; lime? 
you will not, you will not try whether yoiſi u 
. Can work them over from fin to God. Yaſm 
ſay they arc dcad in fins and treſpaſſes, tiypwu 
have hearts of one, as infcnfible as fongfret: 
as Giupid , as blockiſh , as impenitrableuputk 
fiones: And waft not thou (o ſome yeaſt 
ago ? Haft thou forgot the rock, out of win 
tbow waſt hewn ? Nay, is there not too mullff 
tone in thy heart , that thou canſi ſee 
God fo diſlhonoured, Chriſt fo reprozan 
by thoſe, who arc baptized in his NantJvud 
and wear his Livery, and yet not endeawillſy 
eo pull them out of the fire? Thou reli Fn 
thy ſelf with the mercy thou ſheweft towpumne 
' bodies of the poor, that beg at thy gorge 
when thou ſeclt their ſoars, their leah ct q 


4 
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wked ſhoulders , thou ſucconreſi them, 
wi things thou oughteſi todo; but not to 
wide the Spiritual Alms, that were duc 
them : thou ſhouldfi have counfelled 
Ren, admoniſhed chem , enlightned them 
rmbnow if they periſh in their ignorance, 
| thafdnot their blood be required at thy hands ? 
d wi} tremble at your blood-guiltineſs. The 
ls, dof Heaven and Earth, who lays his claim 
umathSouls, Al Soxls are mine, hath charged 
mptliſ; not to Hate thy Brother in tbine beart, not 
id bipſefer fir: #0 reſt pox bim, but to reprove bim < 
the pſadyet thou letteft him alone, co periſh in 
1? (Ffniquity. You are fo taken up with your 
ukjyſmtemporal or eternal good, that you lit- 
1 in eeurd what becomes of others to all cter- 
cool. How do fome hope to ſlink to Heaven | 
3 ſine? - Perhaps they ſeek their own profit 3 * Ns 
:r you uot the profit of many, that they may be 53 
, Yajoen O that men would caſt their eyes 
;, theypwes ( faith one } the very dumb inanimate 
fon natures world teach them better , every 
able vÞ/wihre oſimulates , Fire turns what is near 
> yeulfnto Fire, Earth converts into Earth , 
"whips wil be ſcattering of their ſeed and 
maps. How canſi thou hope the bleſſing of 
(ee ff®tew Creation reſis upon thee, when thou 
22am not increaſe and multiply? O that you 
Pd be prevailed with, to help, counſel 
Au dire others to Heaven! If you have 
ofand the way thither ,- be pleaſed to ſhew 
the way to life, the way to glory. O! 
Joofy them, as Chriſt pittied you : Chrifk 
hed ed you out of the wilderncſs of fin and 
ol| trouble 
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trouble, Be you eyes to the blind, din 
them the right way to the Land of Pronih 
tcll them what courſe you took, declarewth 
to them what God hath done for your (ollfk 
Do not you fce how induſtrious Chiifis ey 
mies are to dittuſe their poyſon ? Do wlh 
Turks and Papiſts endeavour to profclyulf 
Will chey not compaſs Sea and Lundafi 
ſpread and diffuſe their Leaven ? Domwlh 
all people ( bcfides you ) labour. to mij 
to their Gods ? Do unclean perſons ulſy 
drunkards entice others to the fame wickbIth 
neſs ? Shall Satans Vaſſats b: filling Hl 
and will you not labour to. fill Heaven? lt 


.not your Honour to bring many Somalſy 


Daughters unto God ? What will becomedſy 
the next Generation? How few Servanti{ifh 
any ) will Chriſt have, if others takewhq 
more pains, than you do, to convince; 
allure, to convert ? [ fear Chrift will cakewhj 
the old: complaint, The Foxes have blk 
and the Birds bave Neſts, but the Son of Maſh 
will not have where to lay bis bead. Cota f 
how oft your poor Miniſters have belceavj 
you toenter on this work, left other mij 
fins prove your damnation ; and yet lWhk 
hath a dumb Dev.l poſſeſſed you ? Othate 
you would commune with your own heuth þ 
whether you are willing that thoulu#|} 
ſhould periſh, and go to Hell? and if tiſſ'y 
anſwer, No, Ask them a ſecond queillfh 


| whydo not you uſe the means to prevent 


Namely, Exhortation, Reproof, and Co 4 
fel? You have covered oycr your w_ " 
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d, dirfial and tenderneſs with a pretence that you 
'Promiflave not the gifts of Miniſters, you cannot 
eclaremtexhort as Miniſters, &c. But have you not 
our ſoulfiſen told that God can work by (mall means, 
fiſts eaſy well as by great, and that by things that 
Do wie not God can confound the wiſdom of 
roſchilſte fleſh, avd bring to naught the things 
Lund that are ? Is not this like the pretence of not 
Do wſking eloquent ? Do you not know, have you 
. to mſaot heard, -that the 1ſſue, and event depends 
ſons wlſmthe bleſſing of the Loxd, rather than on 
wickbthe work it (elf? Is 1t not all one to the Lord, 
og Hlf wound by a ſhort, as by a long ſword ? 
n? hifCanot God bleſs a few words in thy mouth, 
Souulſhe did in Chrifts, and the Apoſiles ? Cant 
ecomedſyce thou ſay, folow Chriſt 2 and may not pre- 
vants(iffatly a Matt bew, a Publican leave his Rafal 
take] gurſes and embrace the Chriſtian faith ? 
ince; {uſt chou not ſay, Repent and Believe, that 
| rakeW] yur fins may be blotted out ? and may,not God 
ve blk acure with thee, as he did of old times ? 
n of Malt the Lords band fportmed, that it cannot belp ? 
Conhitf Jae be not gathered, yet thy reward is with 
leech Lord , if thine heart were upright, and 
& mf tuld teftific that night and day thou haſt not. 
yet but Waled to warn, to rebuke , and comnlcl. 
 chatſf Ertainly your memories are not fo bad, but 
? heath] jou muſt remember the weight of fin, and 
ul the wrath of God : you have feen the 
| if tf Wonders of the Lord in the deeps : you, that 
Jucui ve eſcaped to ſhoar , can tell of the Rocks 
cred Shelves, and Storms, which you have been 
| Collf'Wlivered from; and will you let others Ship- 
= Mack their Souls, rather than hold out your 
bg Dd light 


heir miſcarriages toward! 8lungy, 
light unto them, that they may avoid the. 
ruines? What ſhall I ay to humble youll © 
There is more charity in Hell, than youcyl © 
afford : Bluſh, bluſh, and be aſhamed to hyl + 
I:(s zeal, love, and pitty, to periſhing Souk| | 
than Dives in Hell had, he would have yl © 
Brethren faved from the Valley of Hmmm, * 
Your ſilence will make others think thu Bll 2* 
3s a tollerable place, that fin. is not ( gil 
and bitter a thing , that to lye under Gy l 
wrath 1s not ſo great a miſery, whiltt uf ! 
arc fo flow and backward, to warn ym| * 
Friends and Acquaintance that they flee {rm 
theſe, and take SanQvuary in the true City 
Refuge, the Lord Jeſus Chiiſt. O! Ifyn 
know the worth of a Soul, pitty the mul 
tude, with whom the day is not broke,whi 
forlorn Souls are under a continual Maſha 
from the blaody Burcher of Hell; Beſna 
your Souls no longer with the guilt of tha 
blood : Let them not ſtarve for want of bral 
whilft you have to give them. I ſhallbli 
God for ever and ever, if this your nt 
gence of the Souls of thoſe, whom youu 
account without, may be cordially bewailh 
' and you for the future double your diligas 
for their converſion. Miniſters cannot 
vert' without the Concourſe of Omnipdit 
cy, neither can you. . Though Satan} 
thy own lazy heart hath told'thec, thou' 
unfit to ſet upon this work, yet better® 
meanly, than wholly omic it. God ( lier 
rents on carth ) loves to ſec his Children 
at thoſe dutics, which are too hard fori 
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were, mo 
id 4/494 then he fieps in andis a Cqg-worker with 
le youll m- What God did by 1lliterate-Fiſher- 
won -vl men, by Priſcile, he can do by thee. The 
1.# pardon thy former untmercifulneſs to 
| the Souls of men. ; But if thou! continue 
'F carclels and cruel, if thou wilt not by Pray- 
«s for ther, and counſels to then, (eck their 
1educement, as fur asthou art reading, the 
fo ml Y09c< af, thy Brothers blood is crying againſt 
r Gol thee from the earth. By your example be- 
fore (if not fince ) Proksflion, you have 
hecn_the cauſe of the defiruQtion of Souls , 
c« (| ®! how many. who can tell ? And, as Ferobo- 
- Cing] 4 ade 1ſracl to fin many years after.he was 
! Ifyy Jotten in his grave, fo your fin, your wicked 
> mul] examples may propagate the trade of fin 
ewhq] fm generation to generation, until Chriſt 
Miſa] ball come to. Judgemenc. Tremble, trem- 
Beſnea| Þ!e at the thoughts'of it, if thou haſt not the 
of thy Mrart of a Beaſt in thee. O! how many ſouls 
fhral| #* crying in Hell againſt thee, curling the 
all big] day they knew thee .,,. or their Anceſtors 
r nigh knew thee 3] fox that by thee they learned to 
hn the more, and were ſtrengthned in their 
wickedneſs by thy tongue, and by thy life ? 
And now arc not you bound to do your ut» 
molt to make refticution ? to labour tofave 


by 


| 
' 
o 
z 


of YOu have to the Devils ſervice ? and to 
doi have many bleſfing God in the Heavens for 
Jou, that ever they were in the company of 
| fuch an active, zcalous Chriftian ; - who by 
word and life was infiramental to bring chem 
| | Ds4d 3 co 
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them that bealive? Is. it not reaſonable that 
al} /Y0u ſhould labour co win Souls to Gods, as - 


The wick« 
edneſs of 
the former 
 miſcarri- 
apes. 
Ezck. 8. 9. 
V. 6, 13, 


to the knowledge of themſclves, and of their 
God ? And is it not a glorious work, ( 
hold forth ſuch Light to the World, ht 
they ſeeing your good works, may glorit 
God, and you may be Propagators of 1: 
and Holineſs, from Generation to Genen- 


tion, till Chriſt (hall appear to judge th 


World, and to seward you for all theſety, 
ces you have done to his Name? O! hoy 
welcome ſhall that man be to Heaven a 
Chrift, who hath. fed the Souls, and clothel 
the Souls, and vifited the Souls, which þ 
hath purchaſed with his own pregious blood! 
Chriſt will own thee for his Benefacor, 
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The Diſ-ingenuity and Scandalesſueſi 
their Miſcarriages. S 


Hen God had given the Prophet E+ 
| kiel a large Catalogue of Fudab's Abt 
minations, he then ſhew'd him the Fickdw 
of their Abominations : He ſaid unto me, 
in, end Bebold the wicked Abomination: 
do bere. Be commanded him once, wb 
again, and again, to tyn him yet #gain, 
he ſhould ſee greater Abominationr, | ” 
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| not indeed promiſe - thee, that thou ſhalt 
to] now ſee greater Abominations , than thoſe 


| 4wn with your fins, as the Cart with ſheaves, | 


4 of their Miſearriager. 


dready mentioned : All that I ſhall now do, 
full be to repreſent the former Miſcarriages 
in their crimſon dye, and ſcarlet colour. 


| The Firſt Thing I ſball mention, as ma- Commits 
«| king your fins ( Profeſſors) out of meaſure ted 
W1 fuſs, is your Diſ- ingenuity in fo finning as 
(| geinſt God. O! You have ſinned againſt a 


againſt 
ſo good 
and kind a 
God. 


gracious God : Ton bave grieved the good Spi- - 


| fit of God, whereby ( ſome amongt you ) Eph. 4. 39, 
!} bove been ſealed to the day of Redemption. I 
| mbold to- fay, that one godly mans finning 


wainkt light and mercy, doth -more break the 


' | kart of God, than the bruitiſh Sins of a Pa- 
fan. Kingdom. 


I am broken ( faith God ) 
with your -whoriſh beart , which bath departed 
from me, &cc. , And ye ſhall loath your ſelves 


Ezek, 6.9: 


| for your evils , which ye have comminted in 


yur obominstions., God hath been preſſed 


Amos 3, 


till he hath even Creak'd under the weight. © 


- | God expeRed more from the Trees planted in 


lim, than from the wild ones in the Filder- 
«5, - Gricf and. Burthen ſprings much from 
mexpeRed Unkindnefſes. 7 looked for Fruit, 
md there was none. How were David's and 
Souls Sins aggravated from the merciful 
Difpenſations of God to them ? And Samuel 1 Saw. r5- | 
ſad, Wien thou waſt little in thine. own fight , 17? 18,193 


Luk. 13.90 


Feſt not. tbow made the Head of the Tribes of IC- 
tel, and the Lord annointed thee King over Il- 
ul, and the Lord ſent thee on @ jaurmey, and 
| ba Dd 3 ſaid, 
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Some Agoravations © 


ſaid ,, Go, and utterly defliroy the Sinners, Te. 
IWF herefore then didft thou not obey the woiee o+ 
the Lord? And Nathan ſaid to David, Ge," 
Thus ſaith the Lord God of Iſrael, 1 annins. 
ed thee King over Iſrael, and' delivereg the' 


out of the hand of Sanl : And1 gave thee thy 
Maſters Hotſe , and thy Miſters Wives inn 


thy boſome, and gave thee the Houſe of Irad," 
and of Judah, and if that had been 100 litth; 


T- would moreover have given'unto thee ſuch ad 
ſuch things. Wherefore - haſt thou deſpiſed thi 
Commandment of the Lerd, to do evil in bil 
febt? And hath there not been as much di: 
ingenuity and unkindnels in our Sins? Th 


| ford bath piven his Statutes to ws, and hi 
 Zaws, He hath not fo dealt with all the Nv 
- tions under :Heaven: He hath nouriſped all 


brought ,us up as Children; but we have hs 
ed againſt bim, The Ox knoweth his Ont, 
end the Aſs bis. Maſters Crib ; but Iſrael do 
not know, my People. ( my People ) doth ut 
emfider. Ah finful Nation , - a People lad 
with iniquity, &c. God fetcheth a dee 
figh ( Ah! ) under the burden of this I- 


gratitude : His Spirit js laden and trouble | 


with it. They bave provoked the HolyOn: i 
Tfrael, Mifimprovements of Mercies it 
very provoking. When God comes fit 


Bread, to be ſent away with Stoner , mill | , | 
need vex the good Spirit of the' Lord. Hat, | ' 


O. Heavens, and giveear, O' Earth ;' for th 


Lord bath ſjoken it. - Oh for Profiſſns | 


be worſe than Pwblicens 3 for they will 


_ 
, 
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kind taſuch as are kind tothem / Hevewt| 


ve fi 
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of thetr Miſcarriager. 
&.' [ye fined againſt God, even with his G- 


429. 


e o/-[yours, and requited him evil for good? 


+, '[Mky not the Lord fay unto us? Do ye this 
int. Inquite the Lord, O fooliſh people and unwiſe ? 
thee' 0h or be thy Father, that hath beught thee ? 
tþy/[ll the mercies we have received , greaten 
ins [our fins. The! more richly that God hath 


Deut.3 2, 6. 


xe], | kaped his Bleſſings upon us, the more wan- 


#6 Jnly we. have followed the Cwinge- of our 
d'or Laſts, and the more contemptreonſly 
thi furned at his holy Commandments, We 
by [hive great cauſe to be aſhamed, for chat all 
di” J our fins have been fins againſt mercy, and 
Ti | therefore againſt the Principle and Law of 
bij | Nature, Tt is a perpetual Spot, not to be 
V+ | von out by time, that of King Foafb, that 
all | flew Zechariah, the Son of Febojada , 
ks | the High-Pricft, who had been loyal! unto 
, | lim inthe getrizg of the Kingdom, and ſoith- 
ll | jw in the adminiſtration of it, Thws Joaſh 
a | th Ring remembred not the kindneſs. whieb Jer. 
jm | Wjada bis Fatber had done to bim, but ſk:w 
2p | ir Son, and when be dyed, he ſatd, the Lord 
In- | ink #pon: 3, and requite it, And it came t0 
Ie | 186,” at the end of the year , that the Hoſt of 
of | Yr came #þ againft bim : and they came to, 
ir | Jidah and'Jeruſalem ,” and deſtroyed all tbe 
ot Irinces of #be people , from among the people. 
off |- bat'alas! What Engagements could Zecba- 
, | fb poſſibly lay on Foo, that may weigh 
ſk | vith the Mercics of our God to us? And yet 
tr} tow have we made his choiceſt Favours as 
be | 4trew7, to ſhoot at the: God that ſent them? 
of | What wretched Prodigats have we been, to 
Dd 4 yaſt 


2 Chren. 
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| Fome Aggr puations \ 
waſt all in the ſervice of Hell, which week6od | 
forth Our time, ſirength and fpirits, in thellgful c 
praiſes and ſervices of God ? For this our lady h 
gratitude, the Lord may juſtly be angry will tht 
ws , till be bath conſumed us, ſo that tharlen al 


conferred with fo open an hand, to drawdy, be 


foall be. no remnant, nor eſcaping. O thatyml fel 
would remember the Lord from Sbittim (ines | 
to Gilgal, 3.e. from the beginning of Maslhayth 


cy, tothe end of it ! And you will hardy {thor 
find, that you ( any of you ) haye been the [ank, 
better for it : but many, Jeſpxrun-like, box Jugthe 
waxed-fat, and kicked. God is this day al- hive | 
Iivg out of Heaven to England, and to ed [duroi 
particular perſon in it, Do you thw requit [4h 
the Lord , O fooliſh people, and, unwiſe? I]. 
could even wiſh, for the thouſands of our | ut © 
Tjrael , that they had reccived fewer Pris aun 
ledges, or had had the graceto ſerve the Ladd | y/i 
in the abundance of all things , better hu | wt « 
they have to this very day. If ever youput: | nels, 
poſe ſound Repentance, then take a viewd| kiſor 
all the Mercies of God towards you: Gal 
back to the time, 'when the firfi one ws | mal 
laid 3 yea go back to the eternal projets id |» 
God, to make thee out of nothing, and#| | 
redeem thee, when worſe than: nothing: | gh 
Review the upper and lower - Springs , will | ad 
which Soul and Body have been refreſh: | thy 
Remember. how many eminent Deliverancs | W. 
and Salvations God hath wrought for thee: |": 
And if at any time thou haſt been firaitodd FB 
in outward comforts. , yet remember ho! ky 
thou haſt been enlarged with ſpiritual grie; by 


+ 


of their Aſcarriages. 
werdGod hath denyed thee in one kind of mer- 
rawls, be hath ſopplyed it by a gracious won- 
thellful commutation in-another in a better ; if 
t Inalia haſt been denyed the fleſp pote of Egypt, 
lad the land flowing with boney, yet it hath 
then all made up in the bread ( the Mannab)) 
ou fie fell from Heaven : If thou haft had ſome- 
tin line bodily infixmities , yet thou haſt been 
Mer Iingthned with all might in the inward man: 
rd Jfthou haſt been denyed thee the gold of the 
th Jah, yet God hath ſupplycd thee in make- 
bon [igthee rich in faith ; 1f ſometimes Friends 
al- Jkve been unfriendly , inconſiant, or trea- 
each [erous 3 yet God bath ftood by thee, when al 
nit [if 4hee. God hath dealt with you, as with 
? [ms : your gleanings arc better than the Vin- 
our ie of the world. Having laid theſe, and 
iſh | (numerable ſuch mercies in one Scale , now 
ard f hy /in the other Scale thy ſoul ingratitude, 
hun | wt only that particular fin of unthankful- 
us | as, that thou haft been guilty of ( of which 
7d | fore ) but the ingratitude that hath been 
G | nallthy fins, in thy pride, hypocrifie, for- 
ws | mlity, (elf-love, ſelf-eking , impatience , 
+0 | tegle& of duty to Superiours, Equals, and 
.t0 | Inferiours, profaneneſs , intemperance , un- 
ig: | tghteouſneſs, &c. that Remembring the Lord. 
il | and bis goodneſs towards thee , together with 
d:; | thy/curſed returns ,. thox mayeſt yet abbor thy 
e | {of in duſt 'and aſhes. Take words, and ay, 
te: | *My Salvations are more than I can namber, 
| *Blefſed be God, the Father of all mercy - 
"But my fins alſo are innumerable, I cannot 
 < count ther, ſhame upon me, O ? _- 
| « vile 


425 


Some Ageravitions . 
© vile have T made fny (elf, whilſt by 
Mat. 5.49. <- of rich mercy, 1 have lived below: tg 
Iſa. z. 3. © genuity that js fourid 'in Publica ll 
* Beaſts ? O-that God would give metheky 
ceſs, that the Angel had on fuch « filly 
people as you are ! And the Angel of 
Lord come up from Gilgal to Bochim , lf 
faid I made you to go up out of Egypt, all fr 
bave brought you into the land, which } ſmaly6 
rento your Fathers, and I ſaid I wil never bak you 
my covenant with you , ant ye ſhall mae fe 
league with the Inhabitants of this land, W 
bat ye bave not obeyed my voice, why ben'y 
done thu, &c. And it Came to paſs, ine 
| Angel of tbe Lord ſpake theſe words to-olthi| 
Children of Iſrael, that the people lift up? "thi 
Voice, an wept. 
IF > ogy Secondly, The ſoendalouſteſs of your miſs 
"mY riages is another agpravation of them. 
all the forementioned: | abominations bet 
committed in Deſartsand Holes of the earth 
where none had been privy to your irreguls 
rities , - you had had ns fin in  compariſon'd| 
what you” ( now ) fiand jatily charged with! 
If you :had been only rotten hearted j thit 
would not have been under the eye and cel 
ſure of the World :' Religion would haretwl 
no blemiſh , no. loſs,, ns wo pagrare*. iy 
thereby : But menhave lookgd to your ban 
and feet (whilſt God to your hi rts) and fri 
ing-{0 many defilements on you, hereby thi 
Name of God hath been blaſphemed, God 
is fpoken cvil of, whilit you have done: ul 
before *'men. You knew the- world wi Fs 


Judges 2. 
I, 2,3, 4. 
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_ of their Miſcerriages. '. 
y ahitfrving world, greedy to clpy all the Er- 
y theikys of your lives : you knew ſpots in Cam- 


a9 willick would ſooner be marked , than in 
the fiflgarſe cloth ; you knew how apt che wortd 
# (nfl to condemn all Saints' for the miſcarriae, 
| of this of a ſew pretenders to Chriſtianity : you * - .. 
1, alfiiew how the world lay in wait, like the 


pt, al {bias for his prey, waiting for ſomewhat 

1 ſmalwalumniate Chrift and his followers with : 

er bnifiſyou knew the tongues, that are ſet on fire of 

nk #If8ell, would bcclh out their enmity upon 

4, & [ihe fight of your fins: you: knew how apt 

ban'y [they were to be prejudiced againſt you, and 

ben [ {#8 the people in Elies dayes, from the miſ- 

a th} arriages of them, that pretended to draw 

p+1hif | near-to God ) would by your occafion ab- 

| br the Offerings of the. Lord. You ſhould | < 

mice | eve walked with ſuch a good Conſcience, 1, © 

Hu] tha, whereas the world would ſpcak, againſt 1 Bet. 3. 

bi | yu as evil-doers, they might be aſhamed; Bat 16: 

earth; | inſtead of this you have opened the month of 2 Sam. T2. 

coults | Blſpbemy : you have gratified the Devil 5 = 

ſono exceedingly : were he capable of joy , you 26. 

withi'| have furthered it, by being contented to be 

; that vinnowed by him, and to be led captive at bis 

d | will; The ſcandals of men reputed for holi- 

eh | neſs have been his greateſt Hiarveſts , his 

; lolf greateſt advantages: He hopes by the falls 

banti | of Cedars to break down and cruſh the Shrabs 

fod* | und tender plants, that grow nigh. God 

ys | alone knows what miſchief you have done to 

God Religion already,, and where the miſchict 

nl} will end. Feroboam made _ Iſrael ty ſin, many. 

"| fears after his death, Whercas ye _ 
a 8 ave 


Luke Il. 


Marth. 28. 
I 7 


c, þ | Sam, J» 
T3. 


"own nature: Others not ſinning after yout, | 


'for not puniſhing Scandals in his Sons br | 
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| have lefta precious Name behind you, hi enct- 


exaQ copies of Righteouſneſs for ſucceedind mar 
generations to write after, you have laid thlkl 
ttumbling block of your iniquity before thifh feo 
faces of hundreds and thoulands', to cubli8hive 


| them to fall, Give ovex wandrivg that (ally hovi 


theſe laſt ten years the Goſpel hath hudgſſub | 
a miſcarrying Womb and dry Breafis, know ff alf 
you have, like the Serpent , the Drag [in off 
fiood as in the place of bearing , you hui wi 
hindred-the Birth, or devoured the Child a {we 
ſoon as born : you have bcen of the-old g JO thi 
nexation of Gods Curſe,. yow would wth lim i 
Heaven your ſelves, and bindred others, thit [ialoc 
would, if you bad not hid your offences n | 
their way. Perhaps fome of you may think 
to relieve your ſelves, that you know nons [| 
are taken im theſe Gins and Traps: youwl | 
know thortly that he chat tempteth tdenl 
commits an hainous fin, though his tempte 
tion prove not effctual. God will not 
ward men altogether by the event of (cars | ter 
dalsz but by the rendency of Scandal in is] 


example will not excuſe and leſſen yout | uh 
faults, which were fo aptto lead them in'v Jul 
fin. Yo ( Gith Chriſt |) co bim, by whom tht 
offence comes. Wo to them that take offenct;. 
but greater wo to them, that give it. I[God | 
thr:atned El; to take him up-by the roots, 


cauſe bir Sons made themſelves vile, and be m6 | 

ftrained them not, What 'drcadfull judge | 5 

ments are we cxpoſed to, who "7 the. | Id; 
OE. WP ONcnGer 


T8 of their Miſearriager. 
ichifence-givers? Wonder not if having caul- 


din many to fiumble at the Law, that God 
L chill moke ws contemptible and baſe before all 


: thiks feople: Te ore departed out of the way: N11... 2.9; 


* 4 ID 
= 
| , 


it fa 


ad 


on, 


, 
1 
* 

tad 
Tiat! 
Cy 4 


ave cauſed many to ftumble at the Law, 
| have correpied the Covenant of Levi , 
the Lord of Hoſts 5 therefore bave 
"alſo made you econtemptible and baſe be- 


pos fir ol the people. How ofc have we been 
hn [Jy enſavorry Sale ? and is it any wonder 


duff we be caſt out, and thrown to the Dunghil ? Mat. 5:13; 


+10 that you would remember David, take 
ty Jlim into your Cloſet with you, he was ſcan- 


ious in'the matter of Vriab and Batbſheba ; 


fis true, he repented in duſt and aſhes, he 


thorred himſelf, made bis 'bed ts ſwim, the 
in was pardoned, the guilr thereof removed, 
'folemn abſolution was ſent him by a Pco- 
pet, and 'how did God follow him with 
miſery upon miſery ? He might ip the death 
of the Child, in the defilement of his Daugh- 


tt, in. the murder of Amnon, and in the 
jaſon of Abſolon, in his weeping and going 


hirefoot , in his Concubines being defiled, 


wad his own Crowa and Life jeoparded, in 
Ul theſe things he might ſee the wofal fruits 


Scandal. Therefore haſt thow deſpiſed the 


Commandment of the Lord, to do evil in bis 2 Sam.12, 
fybt ? Thou baft kiled Uriah the Hittite with 9, 10, 11, 
tte Sword, and baſt taken bis wife to be thy 3%13> 14 
Vie, and baſt ſlain bim with the $ word of the 


of Ammon. © Now therefore the, 


four Hooll never depart from thine Houſe, &c. 
| dbold, "1 will raiſe mp evil againſt thee , ont 


. have made Religion to be abborred * ud j yur 


PfaL 51.8. 
Pſal, 3s. 8, 


Pſal. 51 


' AV, 
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of thine own Houſe, and I will take thil gl t 
before thine eyes , and give them-un i, 4 
Neighbour , and be ſhall Iye with th Wauk,, 
#n the fight of the Sun. For thou didf ni; 
eretly : but I will do this thing before all [{y TT 
and before the Sun. And David ſaid wlic 
Nathan, Thave ſinned againſt the Lord. JK, ; 
Nathan ſaid znto David, The Lord alſ bl, 
put away thy fin, thou ſhalt not dje. Hialhh, | 
becauſe by tbis deed thou baſt given occafn ai 
the enemies of the Lord 10 blaſpheme, h: Chill... 
alſo that is born unto thee, faall ſurely uy, "T 
David, repenting of his Scandals, be thaflkg. 


puniſhed, what will become. of you, wh 


= 
& 


are inſenſible, unbroken and unhumbledy 
this very day ? Well may ( Lean 
Scandals lyc in your bones many dayes hay i, c 
ſceing David's did, yea be roared becayfef bad 
bis fin: Well may you go drooping toyouſy,., 
graves, being bercft of all joy, and on]; ,; 
fortable looks from Heaven, whilfi repabyc, 
ing David [ft ſo long, tbe joy of Gods ſolvona [hy i 
What ſhall I Gy? © all ye, who have i 1 


| your Virgin affc&ions to Chriſt , who byjt kin 
gone a whering from your God, who ute @f yy 


vetousto a wonder, and over-run with akfyy « 
ing cares, and figful deſpondencics, wiy hi 
break out daily into ſcandalous paſſions, wi] yy; 
by divifions, envics , animotirics, off y 

rcachings , perjuries , and hypoerific, WW 
made Religion vile ! Know from Clu bu 
mouth, it had been bettey for you, th4/] wy 
Milftane bed bun banged abowt you "S [' 


| of their Afiſcarriages. 43k 
that you had been drowned long ago in 
© "depth of the Sca, than to live fo offen- 
Muy towards men, as you have done be- 5... ig; 
f L þ hereby the Name of God is polluted, It 
y bein better _ you bad mver known the wayes 
God , than after Rrofeſſion and Knowledge = Pet.2.20, 
A depart, and to be as Doggs and Swine, If *** 
lin y had ncver profcfled Gods Name, you 
| never polluted'ic ; but God will reckon 
by you: about it. I am bold-to fay, that a 
ary Adulterer, Robber, &c. doth 
A provoke the Lord to wrath, as a Pro- 
lot may , even by' an impaticnt, diſcon- 
, {jo word : and for this compare two Scri- 
putes ; In the former there is. unbelief, and 
le tl: Qurelling with God - ( face to face, as it 
tre) and yet God paſſed that by, it being Numb. 12: 
% I ftcret, with a ſhort check , 1s the Lords 25> 22 
ak i} hn waxed ſort * But in the other place, VO 
BT keauſe je believed not, &cc. to ſanFifiz me op 32. 
"F #.the eyes of 1be Cbildren of Iſrael, &c. there- 51. 
«ye ſhall dye in the Wildernefl, and never 
9g on the Land of Promiſe. One fcan- 
walk . Profeflor doth more: hurt, and more 
obw kin Ka Religion, than hundreds of Drunkards : 
"8 w therefore their Hell ſhall be the fiandard 
"wbl ls that, of all other finners. Appoine hins 
: "wh, ' portion with Hypocrices. Thouſands in 4tr0c1ns 


Hill will curſe the day, wherein 'they faw jp 


Al loofſencfs on Earth; for thereby they feſſione prc- 
fe blaſphemed Chriſt, as @ Friend of Pub- cat. © 
2 ond Sinners, and 25 if he countenanced Salvian. 
As; fl ſecretly ) in your Lufts, though ( for BAN 246 
"M and form ) he hath ſpoken great things 2 
aguinſt 


oh 
6 
T 
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againft ſuch courſes in his Word. ©! had 
frequently have yew made boafts of God, - wh v 
tbe Law; but by breaking of it, ye bave cuff 
ed bis Name. to be evil ſpoken of. When-yulle 
ſhould have been leading others to Heavglfer 
you have 'by your example lead them yy} 
Hell. How deep ſhall theirs. Hell be, wh 
are plunged thither with their own, wlffhha 
other mens fins alſo ? Though God ſhoullyl 
give you repentance and pardons ; yet koyfyu 
oft will your ſouls bleed to confider , how 
many you have compelled by your cxinplſſk p 
to fin and blaſpheme , who are aQually nJſhy 
the chains of darkneſs, or wo _ [77 
1n afull carcer? O that you would no ky f h 
ger be like the body of Amuſe, to cubſim, 
- Othersto Gland: fill, - or go back from thYjmu 
waycs of Holineſs ! O thou. ſcandalous Pi Jlye 
- feflor! What account muſt thou paſs wit} 
God ſhortly, before ( perhaps ) thou lulflid\ 
turned thine eye tothe next page? Will wtfily 
the blood of multitudes, who periſh by thy JGod: 
means, be required at thy hands ? Oar ail H 
may become many millions of offences, #ikea 
the Numbers . may be that ſhall hear oli. Jine 
| No wonder that men arc emboldned to wy Jy 
that the Adulterer cares not for the Curtwink 
of the Night, nor the Drunkard for the 
 dows of the Evening , no wonder that Wire 
Swearer canfſpit the Name of God ſoimpi#ſi 
 dently. out of his mouth :. theſe have benny 
couraged by thy revolts, backſlidings, «Wet 
leſs, and feldom duties, and violent cartliſ}ikſp 
ſcekings. O ! if you would confider, jo Ut 


, 
10 
4 
c 
il 
, 
1 
$1 
L 
” 
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where the Ark of the Lord ; you wete enteuſi- 
with his honour , but you have let it fall, 


n te Ji 
Pros Jive had #be Arms of the Crown..on your 


wil ifs, and on your Backs, fo that if any 
0 lf viewed you, had met you, or ha@follow- 
| widen, - they might have known you for 
y thy Feds Servants, by the fiamp and cognizance 
a ff Heaven upon you ; But you have rather 
5, Uikm'like choſe P3Qures, that if you look on 
ofit ke fide, you may fee an Angels face, but 
0 fwthe other the Devils. O my Soul! how 
twfink thou write of theſe, ſpeak or think on 
c i-[tim without weeping? O Reader! retreat, 
t the Meat quickly to thy Chamber, and ſpend 
Wine -confiderable' time to refle& on thy 
EIdalous Words and ARions, and how 

e_ach the Name of God hath thereby been 
thy Mphemed , and thouſands endangered to 
, J\limble and fall throngh thy occafion. How 
bot ]* E e many, 
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many, that ſhould have been as Shield; tolo 
ward off thoſe blows of reproach, that wouldly 
fall on God and Religion, have proved Saud 
in the hands of the wicked, whercwith telh 
Name of God is wounded, and wheryla: 
multitudes are in danger of periſhing : yeaſt 
and the poor real Chriſtians are even aſhamed 
to look up, and to ſhew their faces, and proffiter 
fefhon to the world ; becauſe there have beey[hid: 
ſuch Spots in their communion : ſuch uncew}ke: 


ſcabbcd,and unſavoury Sheep,that have walks Jyour 
cd among the. | ' 4a! 


SASAS36403004 6744 


CHAP. XXXVIIL . ive 


Jude v. 12. 


+ 
I 


1 


Their (inning againſt Knowledge, andim. us 
penitently, notwithſlanding all mea | 
to bring them to Repentance for thiitine 


Sins, [4 
Ii 
ly. Our Sins are yet further accented iv 
i Yim jdt. not only againſt jd Fo 
means of Knowledge, but againſt much Knw*ww 
ledge got thereby. You have had the mlad! 
powerful Minifiry under the whole Hef 
vens: And believe it Sirs, if you had 'Wiſum 
beard bim that ſpake from Heaven to yu, WW 
Cbrift bad not come, you had bad no fin ( col Ric 
paratively ) But now you have no Clock M#) 
your ſin. You have ſinned againſt more {#9 


than the re of the Wozld. You know 2 Rt 


fi vY 
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; toloyctouſneſs is a fin, and that for the iniqui- 
-ouldly thereof God bath beers wrath; and yet you 1, 57-19. 
ak great things for your ſelves ſtill : you Ifa. 45. 5, 
| thallkow that you are to ſpeak evil of 20 man; 1's 3-2. 
xylad yt you befpatter every man, - almoſt,, to 
yeſ off your ſelves by Raining and blotting of 
amedfithers reputations: you know God abhors 
xofiem , that, for @ day only , hang down their D 
xe lads , - Like bxll-ruſhes , and yer this hath Ha 58. 5- 
den}ſlen: your manners from the beginning of | 
walks Jour Profeflion ; you know your Maſters will, Luk.12.47; 
{Jon know you ſhowld not make mirth when the 
(Jlad is angry; and yet you dare, even then 
Jie vain and frothy : you know the Lord is 
mch/ gricved ar the backſlidings of his peo- 
*Ijle; and yer you have loſt your antient faith, 
-Jore, tendernels, zeal , publick-ſpirited- 
lis ns, and communion with God: yea you 
hve not only known theſe to be fins, bur 
to have fpoken againſt them, as evils : you 
fine told men how hainous a thing it is to 
-Jmagaint che Lord, and yet you your ſelves 
_ le added iniquity xnto iniquity ; What cloak 
ed live you for your fins. 
| (I Fourthly, Tow bave ſinned impenitently, And very 
One uwithftanding all means for your repentance mPpent= 
mol} ad reducement , - which God hath moſt won- temtlye 
Hefwfuly vouchſaſed you. The Lord hath for 
witany years firiven with you to put a flop to 
#, Yr fins , and to reclaim you from your 
olfMicarriages : Sometimes God'.hath gone up 
ak MiMrune Ebal , and threatned you with 
ord, Famine , Fire; and Peſtilence , and 
v WIR you have refuſed to hear from thence : 
op Ec 3 ”” 


Ezek. 216 
Id. 


! 4, 
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Jer, 3.427s 


_ Erzek.16. 


$1. 
Holſ. 4. 17- 


Prey.29-I. 
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he hath leapt up to Mount GeraZim, and at 'l 
lured you by all kind of bleſſings; and yeich 
you have carried your elves ſtoutly and in * 
pudently towards all the offers and tenders 6 ? 
grace for your recovery. God wild bull 
healed you : he hath (aid, wilt thou not full 
this time cry unto me , my Father, thu off 
the guide of my youth, turn thou unto mc; wil 
you retarned not. You have had many of tf 
Lords faithful Ambaſſadours, who have 


iegeat your hearts, to engage them totheſ® 


Lord, and to take you off irom your fuklf® 
wayes ; but alas ! all the glad ridings of9" 
mercy have not affected you, have not wy 
you : all the Ordinances of Febovab hinf®" 
found little place in you, have left noinsFO* 
preſſion: upon your Souls : Tow bave jufifelf'® 
Judah and Samaria 7 all their ſtubborn lf ) 
yebellion againſt tbe Loxd. How righteous 3 inal 
it with the Lord to call upon the Miniftenf*# 
Let them alone, threaten them | no mow; 

promiſe them no more, Lee him that is 
tby be filthy ftill; you have broken througrFeain 
Armies of Ordinances to commit fin; then 
fore Goſpel and Goſpel. Miniſters let thay 
alone : judgements overtake them , lj h? 

plagues, my curſes ſeize upon them, Ltthng®® 
ſuddenly be deftroged , and that without nn" 
dy, beeauſc they have hardned their mag t 
though often reproved, - God hath walagyt 
more than three and three years on you, & b) 
peQing fruit 3 but he ſees little fave 8h © 
Cluſters of Sodom upon you : he hath bo a0] 
with - you ſo long, be hath beld bit 1g W 


£ 
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' ſaid nothing ( fo long ) that you bave Þja1.5o.15; 
in laickedly ) thought God to be ſach an one as 
; So that God muſt needs be a ſwift wit- 
| ; apainſi you for the vindicating of his 
Kit and glorious Name , unleſs you ſpecdi- 
repent, and ſeek the Lord » if perbaps he Zeph, a; 3. 
Þ ferns, O ! how long hath God com- 
kd you every where to repent , not only by 
threats, but by his judgements , which 
je begun at the Houſe of God : What 
W calls have we had ? Twrn to the Lord Joel 2-17. 
Wreping : Let your laughter be turned into 
: - Humble your ſelves under the migb- 1 Pet. 5,6, 
ud of God; and ye how fiupid , how 
ile » how umpenitent have you re- 
d to this very day , though you have 
ke Arrows of the Lord flying among(t 
j yea though you have been told, If you Jer. 18. g. 
tbr jt, it foall repent the Lord of the evil be 
ie hrwght , eichexr to continue upon you, 
role | way; down on you: yet alas! where 
i; Fete ftirxings of your affeRtions , the 
affigs of your bowels, the meltings and 
tie 


n 
| 


” ef ngs of your repenting hearts? O what 
ble brealts , and hearts of Adamant have 


» 0} ; 
thaw few are there mourning for all the 0s 


 nndfe! they bave done #0 the Majeſty of God ? mervrege BY 
| ill the abuſes offercd to the grace of God ? (cnfib1e of 
ai il ups the fear of Hell ( and {fo indeed felf- their own 
u, > J hath humbled ſome Ababs, and made {1%- 
rc (WF crouch, becauſe they would not be 
F8adle ; Bat how ſew are humbled for 
K wal of the love and grace of God by 
Ee 3 their 
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their great offences ? What the Lord cond 
Ezck.3.8. Plains ofby the Prophet Ezekiel, of the boufiff 
| of ' Iſrael, that they would not bearken to thin 
Meſſengers he ſent them , but were ;1pud) 

and bard bearted ; may be again renew 

ed againii England, and all its dom 

ons; the heart of ſtone is not. yet takwiſ® 
away , where 1s the man, almoſt , thfſ® 

Fob 23.16. can ſay , God bath mage my heart fy} ne 
Though you have born arms apuifif 

God; though you have ſinned againtt the nd 

Lord with an high hand : though wif 

on fſelf-tryal you may tind thoſe very (uf 

amongſt you , which brought Fire ud 

Pſal.42.3, Brimftone on Sodom and Gomorrah , and'&f 
 folation on Ijfrael , yet alas ! when wie 

tears thy drink ? When didfi thou myFl 
Know(Rez thy Bed to (wim? Is thy beauty gone vi 


der ) that" way for trouble ? Doft thou abhor thy"! 
the Authors 


ſelf in duft and aſhes before the Lord 
—_ Perhaps in Rama there | is @ voice beak# 
thus far, Lamentation, and weeping , and great monwg® 
befare he ing : Rachel weeping for her children , thy 
heard of dye by the Sword , or | Peſtilence , or nf 
_ burnt in their beds : Perhaps m L my 
mags os of and throughout the Land , there are on * 
London: the tears ſhed for the Coals of fire that God bl Fit 
following ſcattered ( the laſt week ) over that « 
_ _ and antient City; But how few arc mouny 
impreſſions 178 for their pride, worldlinefs, contemmn 
It made” * of the Miniſters', and: Apoſiafics , 
on' his which God feems to be contending Wh 
my g9s. z only by the Sword , and the PeſtiJen&y# 
on hy © but by Fire with us , Where arc the 
OST. | | 


Ss _ 
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comel{ the Valleys © oll of them mourning, every one 
10 jlelnt, a5 to ſay, Take away the Plague; but few 
ypudaghay. out » Toke away iniquity ; Few deteſt 
enema fins , few loath them, few are fo bur- 
omiciliened with them, as that chey defire heartily 
tak bave chem taken away, Poflibly Sin in its 

cries, in its fad conſequences ( asit confines 


't boytlie bis iniquity? A Pharaoh may fo far re- 


429 


) 661 jen to the Peſthouſe, as it endangereth healch ' 


apunlſid life 4 as it 35 the founder of graves 
gti the ad hells, as it burns. up your houſes and 
h up fpods ) 1s fome way burthenſome, but few 
ry ſis troubled with it, as it grieves, relifieth, 
re andflud quencheth the Spirit of God, andit is a 
nd 4 Jhece of the higheſt ingratitude, and as it 
n warflcks againſt the breaſts of mercy : And there- 
u whIreno wonder if Few are to be ſound mourning 
one + other mens fins. | 
Orr fl Though 7 eſs Chrift be crucified afreſh , 
Lord Mad pre to open ſhame: though the blefſed Spi- 
hd $#of our God be alwayes vexed and reſiſted : 
mus {ough there be ſo much Acheiſm, Epicu- 
, than, contempt of God, and his Ambaſſi- 
or «Furs and Goſpel , Blaſphemy , Violence , 
ndwubood , Pride, Adultery, Sodomy * 
re (aefough there be ſetting up the poſts of men, 
-4d haſ(ith an apparent contempr of Gods holy in- 
amputions : though all the fins, for which 
moun{$90d caft oue the Heathen, and caft off his 1/- 
temp! be found amongſt us, and theſe highly 
- \ (ravatcd , and innumerable circumftances 3 
Wt bow lictle are we concerned therein ? 
env (eldom do we exprels our inward for- 
Ins by Tears and Fafis? Dayid beheld the 
is 4 Ec4 Tranf: 


O?7 other 
mens ſins. 
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becauſe they made void Gods Law ; Yea Ris 


1509- 


I Per. 2. 9. 10S Feremiab”s » Naltons, .Midbopes ? or 
with the unckan converſation of the wicked? if 
mourning, this s the day; but bebold jy 


eating fleſh, and drinking wine ; Lit uw u 

and drink , for to marrow we faall die." Aud 

it was revealed in mine esrs , ſaith tbe Lirdd 

_ F+lbiſts;, Surely this iniquity ſuall nor be purgd 
Lia. 22. 123 from you till you die , ſaith the Lord God i 
£3, 1+ Hoſts, When Elijah ſaw how iniquity + 
bounded , how the worſhip of God ws 

crulhed, how things went among the gra 

ones of thoſe wicked times, how Idolater 

were countenanced , the faithfull Prophets 

durſi not ſhew their faces, he is (o burther 

cd at what became of this, that he knows net 

x Kivg$19- how to live: It 5s enough, take away m) le: 
w, He is weary of the world ; weary of hisomn 
Land, though the bei under the cope 0 


move, that his eyes may ſee no more of th 
deteftable things , and that his Sow! may ben 
longer prick'd with theſe ſcratching Bris: 
But the ſearcher of Hearts knows how litth 


ho 


whole Soul, like Lots, zs vexed { pierced )}I( 
ever God did call us to weeping and'to [| 


and pladneſs , [fling Oxm , kiling fu; | 


A Heaven : yea he thinks it a good time tort | 


we have been affected with all the ſhipmrediÞ- 
 foith and conſcience , that our cycs haye 


 Tranſgreſſrs , and was grieved ; brcauſe thy lhow 
kept not Gods word : Horrour ſeized on bimi\[nors 


vers of water ran down bis eyes; becauſe mill t 
kept not Gods Law , But where is the ſorrows [| 
V. 532136. ing after Godly ſort ? Where are the weep» | w 
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thy how ſeldom our heads have been fountains of 
bimj\turs, how (cldom we have made our ho 
Ri- [ſs Bochims , how inſenfible we have been of 
we {ill the #ngodlineſs and unrighteonſneſs, which 
% Ine and our pcople are guilty of, Wo is us, 
Hye have not been wounded through Gods 
files ; we have not ſjmpathiſed with a Chriſt 
| (rucified every day 3 But like Galio, we have 
nt leid theſe things to heart : And yet we 
have ill ( impudently enough ) laid claim 
to Chriſt: and the priviledges of the New 
I Teſtament, purchaſed by his blood; Though 
we never followed Chriſt to the Croſs weeping 3 
though we have hardly ſhed one tear for all 
the contempt and abuſe of him , which is 
Epidemical , - which abounds from Darn to 
| Berſheba, from one part of the Nation to 
pother. We pretend we have great for- 
nws , though they are not expreſſed by 
tears, in aſenfitive manner; we think to re- 
leve our ſelves with the*drynefs of our con- 
liitution 3 and yet we have tears more than a 
200d many, to exprels our ſorrows by ; if a 
not | Relation drops into the Earth, we can follow 
le: | the Herſe wringing our hands and beating 
own | our breaſts : if an Eſtate ( which we have 
ed got by carking cares , by ncgle@ of duties, 
11-| Neart-duties, and family- dutics ) b: in one 
thek | day conſumed, and diffolved by a flame into 
x01 alhes, we then can expreſs our ſorrows by 
51:1 Weeping and lamentation: witneſs fome of 
ictef your howlings, your crics at the late Deſo- 
xt} lation by Fire ; Buc commune withyour own 
(cen) | heats , whether you were cver made fo fen- 
how * > oh lible, 


Zech.3.12. 


Ezra 9, 3. 


| fate down aſtoniſhed for the ſinful marriaget 
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ſible, ever fo affeted and ſunk with the cow bur h 
hideration of the honour, that God hath loflſjfing 
by you, and by thouſands like your (elves)fpoun 
Was God ever more affronted by a. profefillims 3 
fing people, than by us? Was ever Chiifth (leret 
fer at naught, as of late times ? Was heergying: 
more deſpiſed in.his Perſon, Offices, aud In | your 
fiitutions, by the Rhabſhekab's of the Earth, | yhi 
than he hath been lately by them, whohw | 
had a ferm of godliaeſs ? and yet our bent 
are bard as an Adamant, O ! what grounk | 
have you to queſtion all your mourning fit 
your own fins, whilft you mourn not for 
the ſins of others? Did you mourn for fin 
as it is againk God ? You would mourn fy 
other mens tins ; for they arc againli the 
Lord alſo : You would be like Ezre, berm 
bis garments, pulled off the hair of bis "_ 


ebe people; But we are infenſible ; thoug) 
God be much more diſhonourcd by the 4 
dulterers and Adulterefſes; by the Blaſphc- 
mers and Atheiſts; by the Worldlings ad | 
Apofiates, who ſwarm in the midfi of w. | fiy 
How can we perſwade our felves that tk | yo 
love of Ged is ſhed abroad in our hearts , whilll | to| 
he is fo much refi:Rted on; and yet wenowy | G 
( ſuitably ) affeGed therewith ? If a Child, | fo 


if a Father, if an Husband, if a Friend, be i | ar 


ured, thou art much aff-Qed with thein- | G 


jury » but not fo with all the affronts tnat the | bl 
Sons of Belial put upon the b'eſſcd God eve | 
ry day. How can we imagine inthe lea, | þ 


that we' have any true love to the Souls of | 
» £ our i 
= 


—_ 
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e Neighbours, whilſt we behold them 
I: = up the heel again their Maker , 
junding and deſiroying their Souls by their 
elf 3 and yet we not figh; if not weep in 
al t- for the deſperate hazards they are run- 
vet - Nay, how can you imagine you love 
&] your' ſelves, your cftatcs, liberties, lives, &c. 
| phil God. is provoked to ruine you and. 
them for their great provocations ? You 
{ know one Achan brought a Plague upon the 
0d f whole body of Iſrael; . and yet his fin was 
for } ſecret } But we have Street-Drunkards: , 
for Kae-Swearers, Street-Adulteress and A- 
In, {| dultercfſes , Street-Scoffers at Picty and the 
Wor(hip of God : And are ye not in danger 
te | to partake of the Plagues that theſe (ins are 
m | crying for? And what yet are your hearts as 
i, | infentible, as Rocks * The Lord be merciful 
; to you, and take out the heart of ſtone. 
4 How can you be free from being guilty of all 
d 
; 


the known fins of the Land, whillt you do 
not mourn for them before the Lord ? 


t | your own, and other mens fins; but of the 
lt | tokens of Gods diſpleaſure againſt thoſe fins. 


| 

* | God hath ſfpoyled us of our glory, and hum- 

© | bledus as low as dſt and aſhes : it is a time of 

treading down, and therefore we ſhould weep 

bitterly : it is 4 day of darkneſs and of gloomi- 

neſt, a day of clouds, and of thick —_— : 
| - 


| 


Nay, to ſhew' yet the greatneſs of your Yea, efthe 
+ | fiubbornneſs, you are inſenfible not only of tokens of *_ 


j | God hath empticd us from Veſſel to Veſſel ; Cn 
, | followed us with the Sword and Peſtilence , 1ſa.23. 45: 
* | and wonderfully fo lately by dreadful flames : Joc! 2+ 2- 


—__ 
ww -% 
Ow Hr 
% 


Eph, 4.19. 


Plal.137.1. 


Jer. 31.18. 
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We have had ſuch a Plague, as never the lipg|r-1 
fuch a Fire hath been kindled, as never thy, , 
like, amongt ous: the Proteftant Nations well, 
very low.,. and the Antichriftian very, biliÞy »; 
and confident; yet we can hardly bangou: _ 
barps upon the Willows ; but as if our hears p _ 
Were paſt feeling , we are inſenſible both of I a; 
fin and wrath, O! I hear fomecry out of lum 
bard times, but there is much more reaſon Þy þy 
to cry out of hard hearts. We are too mug Þ; 
like Gzdeons dry fleece, and like the Mon. 
tains of Gilboa , or rather like Fonab ff: 
aſkep, though the Winds blow , the Stu 
xOar , and make a noyfe, and we are ready 
to be daſh'd every hour againſt the Rocks. [ 
confels Iſrael was an hard hearted people; 
but yet they mourned, they cryed with z 
voyce, they wept when they remembred Zin; 
So have not we: The Rod of old was theon- 
ly engine , by which Moſes was to workall 
his mixacles, on the Rock, on the A#gypy: 
ans , on the more obdurate Iſrael : But the 
Reck,, Pharaob, and Iſrael, were {ooncr (en- 
fible of the Rod, than we have been. How 
c:0, We evacuate and reproach, fruſtrate and 
defame all Gods Methods ? and pronounce 
to all the world , that God hath miſcarricd 
in his defign upon us ? -God bath xot yet beard 
Ephraim bemoaning himſelf, It is true Gu. | 
bath chaſtiſed. #s ; but we have not been as | 
ſentible as the. Bullock, nor fo ſoon tamed: | by 
we have not been. mended under the Red, |. th 
nor. cdiftied: by the doleful Leflures, that 
God hath read us, Therefore thus fan 


£4 
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Geelioed God, Yo to the bloody City , 1 will 


et make the pile for fire great. Heap on _—_ wn 
WB 0d, kindle the fire, conſume 1he fleſh, and ſpice 77, 13: ; 


gy well, and let the bones be burnt : Then ſet 
ug empry #pon t be coals thereof, that the braſs of 
ant'f; moy be bot, and may burn, and that the 
1 of fhbineſs of is may be molten in it , that be 
t oY um of it may be conſumed. She bath meart- : 
fog; uf her ſelf with hes, and her great ſcum went = 
Yb foyth out of her : her ſcum will be in the > 
"nf fre, In thy faltbineſs is lewdneſs, becauſe 1 

af have purged thee, and thou waſt n1t purged, oi 
| ths ſhalt nut be purged from thy filtbineſs any : 
dy | wore, till 1 have cauſed my fury to reft upon 
U | the, Feruſalem ſhall be burnt, and why ? 
"3 | In thy filthineſs is lewdneſs, thou art ob- 
4 | finate, hardned in wickedneſs : Obſtinacy in 
's | Sn is worſe than the Sin it (elf. Ferwſalem 
|» | tad Prophets, Ordinances , Sabbaths, Sacri- 
ll | firs, | Mercier, Fudgememts, by which God © 
" | Peuld bave purged ber , but ſhe was nor prrg- 

& | i},: She did .not humble her ſelf for her 

* | fins; the ſcum went not off Therefore thus 

| faith the Lord God, Wo to the bloody City, 

| | t the pot, whoſe ſcum is therein, and whoſe p::1 246: 
, is 'not gone out of it, bring it out piece 

' th piece, let no lot fall on it. Thow haſt flricken | 

| them . | but they bave not grieved, thaw haſt Jer. 33+ 
| cnſumed. 'them ; but they bave refuſed to re« 
' | we correion , abey have made thezr faces 


border tban a rock, they have refuſed wo re- 
| wn. This 3s @ Nation, that obeyath not the Tc, x, 28, 
voice of the Lord their God , nor receiveth cor- 
dim, How many years bath the word w 
{0G the 
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_ .the Lord come to you, that you ſhould cireun; 
ciſe your ſelves to the Lord, and take away th 


Jer. 4. 4: 


Lan, 2, 3, 


4. 
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fore-skin of your bearts ,, ye men of Judah, and 
znbabit ants of Jeruſalem , left my fury « 


forth likg Fire , and burn , that none nl 


quench it ; becauſe of tbe evil of your doings z 
And hath not the Lord cut off in bis fierce ans 


P 
[5 


ger the born of Iſrael, and burned againſt ui 


l 
bo 
v 
'4 
: 
7, 


like a flaming fire , which devoureth rod. 


about ? He bath poured out bis fury like Fin ih 


And yet how few behold the deſolations that l 


bath made ? How many look on this Judge Jun 


[7 


þ 
) 


x fu 


y . 


[11 


6 
" 


T j 

{ n 
'® 

fe, 

( [1 
Tk 


py 
' af 
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ment as chsnce, But confider not the hand a , 
of the Lord that is gone out againſt us? Iv Jus 


not forme fay in the np and ftoutneſs of thi 
bearts , the Bricks are fallen down , but i 


Ia. 9. 16.” will build with bewn ftones : the Sycamorts # 


. La. 26, 9. 


on 
w_ 


cut down, but we will change them into Gedan? 
When judgement is executed , and Gw 
band is lifted up , men ſhould fear, and learn 
righteouſneſs, But if you will fill go on 
wickedneſs, God will reckon with you for 
deſpifing him, and his judgements. I doubt 
not but thouſands and tea thouſands are 

ſible of poverty coming in upon them 


theirs, asan armed man, irrefiſtably : Butl' 


fear we are too inſenſible that it is the Lo 

controverfie with us? How ſoon was ! 

Peſtilential Judgement forgot ? Were nt 
cn as vile Drunkards, Scnſualiſis, Sabbaks 


breakers, Opprefſors, and Unclean lia 


che dreadful Plague, as before ? and other? 
as proud and formal fince the Plague, as be 
fore? That Arrow ſhot ſo remarkably from 


TETELEFn EEE. 


—— 


ELETE 


Heaven, 0 
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maven, Was ſoon forgot : Arid now that 
thy fury of the Lord hath been upon the 
udllty ( and. therein upon the whole Land ) 
She late ſhower of Fire, I am afraid, that 
a this Diſpenſation will be' forgotten, at 
gr 7ſt not improved as it -ought co be : Many 


hl many a time have I fcarcd, that the Lord 1-39. 16. 


| ub powred pon ws the ſpirit of a drep ſl:ep, 
und. that the ref own, on Ariel , Agr 
 Fnded on us: Like men in 2 deep leep, 
tare not able to withfiand the Judge- 
ent, and like fuch, we have been 1n- 
able who hath wounded us, or why we 
wwounded : We have not confidered 
te deſerving Cauſe, ( Pride, Carelefnels , 
iemperance, Idlencls, &c. ) and what way 
tnheat our felves, and extricate our (elves 
wt of our miſcrics ? Like a wild Bull in a net 
tut can hamper and cntangle it felf more and 
bore 3 buc takes no courſe to wind it (elf 
mt of uts. miſery. Who ſearcheth for the 
ihen , that bath troubled our Iſrael ? Who 
s down, and juſtifieth God ? Who con- 
(mneth himſelt for Pride, for contempt 
athe Goſpel , for Luxury , for Idlencls, 
kr-Covetouſneſs, and prophaning Gods 
Wbaths > The Lord humble us ; for che Bel- 
bys ere burnt, the Lead is conſumed, and yet 
it Founder melteth in vain. The Lord'took 
&+ Jitill from the men of Fadab, when they 
Me not turned by the figns he gave them 
I Ezekiel , When he was to take a Tile 


ut, 


3 = 


SB SAL SEES SSALSREESs 


ad pourtray Jeruſalem wpon it, and lay fiege 
tanft it, Ec. When he was to lye #pon his 


left 


9 I{a.51.20. 


) Ezek. 4 1g 


a, . hes es 
/ F WEAR P ts = 2 +42 
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tefe fide -390. dayes: When he was to drinlls, 

Water by meaſure , and to bake his Cakes wit 

tbe dung of man ; When he was to take a Rai; 

ſor , and fhave lis bead and beard, and't&- 

Ezek. 5-I burn a third pa't with fire, and to ſmite thinly; 
"3. part with a knife, and a third part to ſcat P 
in the wind, and to bind up a few hairs in hi q 

Skirts , and to take of them again, and toſs: 

tbem into the midſt of the fire ; When by theldi® 

and ſuch like figns, they were not awake | 

ned out of their - ſecurity , when they re-M; 

formed not, when they feared not the wratli 

and judgement of God; but faid, Nt iw 

Ezek. 11, Tear, Let us build honſes ; Then the glory off 
32 23- the Lord went up from the midſt of the Ciy,W 
and ftood- upon the Mountain , which is onvhe Ys. 

Eft fide of the City. And when the gloy a + 

parted, then, Thus ſaith the Lord , of the 
:Inbabitants of Jeruſalem , and of the Land of he: 

Ifracl , They ſhall eat their Bread with carte. 

P fulneſs , and drink their Water with oftoniſh- 
"Ezek. 12. ent, &&c. And the Cities that are inhabited 
19220: feall be laid waſte. Therefore, thus ſaith 
Lord God, As the Vine-tree among the Trus 

of the Forreft, which I bave given to ue fire Ja 

fuel, ſo will 1 give the Inbabitants of Jeralt ÞF- 
Ezeck. 15. lem. And 1 will ſet my face againſt #bm, fi - 
6, 7- and they ſhall: go ont from one fire, and anotht i" 
fire ſhall devour them, Such ruines were We © 

attend them, that Ezekiel ( though the MckWi3 

Ezek. 21, ſenger of them ) yet muſt figh, with egy 
5,12, breaking of | bis loynes , and with bitternf1 Fi: 
yea, he muſt cry and bow], and: ſmite upmn"'WÞF 
thigh. You may cafily . imagine, ' if G ; 
; wet 
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tte ſoangry with F*dab for their infcnſi- 


| drin jeſs of his wrath., when it hung in the 
in W of threatnings and Types: How much 


q | will he be provoked to fury, if we hy 

[to heIrt thoſe fearful figns and tokens 

cath his wrath, now that the cloud is diflolved 

. Mo the Peftilence, Sword, and Fire ? Q 

ys | my bowells may ſound like an Harp for 

W-- land ! O tbat my head were waters, and 

1 ot eyer 2 fountain of tears, that I might Jer:g.1:111 
8 Jay and night ! O that for the mountains 

. + BWtd take up a weeping and wailing ; becauſe 

- oe Prrnt wp; becauſe Jeruſalem is. made 

off; becauſe Gods fury went .out like Fire, 

J * burned that none could. quench it ; © becauſe 

= he evil of their doings | O ye Sons of men, 5 
Wie you the name of the day, even of the ſame Jer. 21:15; 

' the x the God of Heaven ſet. himſelf againſt Ezk2 4.3. 

1if ſales this ſame day. How oft did we 

1; Joane that day by gluttony, exceffive feaſt- 

i6. 08 goſlipings within doors, by unnecel- 

4 $9 walks and ſports, without doors? How 

me we cry , when will the Sobbath be gone ,' Amos 8. 


Iſa. 16. 1x8 


wo 


Wt we may attend our callings ? Sball not 52 8, 9- 
x {i Lond tremble: for this ? and every one mourn, 
ifs: WW dwweleth therein ?; Tour Sun is gone down 
mM; F loon-day. God . bath turned your F caſts 
her 0, mourning, and all your Songs into La- 
to #91707. flow dare yournow make mirth ? 
{ef Fat, Now drink. Wine in Bowls ? The 
the Bird take away the beart of flone,, and gize ww. 
fr; "8 of fleſh. The Lord powre owt: a ffirit of 
bis Fwrning uponall the Land, that we may lay 
od Pbeart the wonderful effec of Gods, fore 
| F 


ere di - 


' dilplealure. Wo to them that ave at eaſe, ani(artai 
are not grieved for the afflition of Joſephylituo 
Amos Ge Sball #08 the Iſles ſoaks at the ſound of ty fa? "63 
I. 6. 5 ball not the "Princes of the Sea come dom if 
from their Thrones, and lay away their Roby , "PF 

nd put off their broidered garments, and clots Wie 
Ezek. 36 shemſejves with trembling , and fit upon th 
puts: ground , and be aftoniſhed at thee ? aug tak 
ky. 3ake up a lamentation for thee, and ſay, bow ati Wye 
tbow defiroged ? thow that waſt inbabind þ ork 
Seafairing men , the renowned City which ng a 2 
ftrong in the Sea, She and ber Inbabitans} ge. 
Now let the Iſles tremble in the doy of thy fil, oj 
Pſal.46. 8- Come bebold the works of the Lord, what &+ Ii: 
ſolations be bath made in the earth. Deſols, Wie 1 
tions by the Sword , Defſolations by the? Yi 
ftilence, and deſolations by Fire. Some Woh 

ſmart that others may Fear. Now al thi Ih 
#bings' bappen for examples, aud they are will: ih 
x Cor. 10, ter for our admonition , upon whom tbe end: f Yi 
11. . #be World are come. God means not only 
to puniſh, but to teach, and not only the pre- Jag 
ſent. generation, but all generations to the Jy, 
'. end of the World? O the much precow fy 
blood that the Sword hath devoured! How 
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jt 
many thouſands hath the Peftilence (wept If 
away ? And now one of the moſi flouriſhing | 
Citics of the Chriſtian” World , famous for Jy 


the. Goſpel, famous for frequence of Tak } 
fick, in a-few dayes lyes buxied in Aſhes, 0} 
Rubbiſh, 14 we have any bowels of pity, þ, 
let us Weep with them that weep , let us £0” I 
miſcrate-- the grievous (ufferings of multi- I 
tudes of Men : Women, and Children. "Y 
| 7") 
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iſ tainly now , a time to weep, and not to 
uh. And mufi our Feremieb's complain 
fall f England. This is a Nation that obeyerb 
demi the voice of the Lord their God; nor receiv- Jer. 7. 28; 
obey fb correfion # If ſome amongt us arc (enſi- 
cithy & of the heat of the Fire, and other plagues, 
2 tht we mourn not, we do not - habitually 
; ta Jno urn for thoſe Gur and provocations, which 
w a1 ye moved God to do this work, this ſtrange 
ed þ bo k upon us and againſt us : Poſſibly _ 
> 8 a and howl for the Goods and Houſes, that 
mts} | =" by Fire, and for their Friends 
the Sword and Pcflilence have devou- 
& $9: But how few are mourning in ſecret 
ſole i their eg of Chriſt and his Golpel, 


Eccleſ.3.4. 


et a litcle money, an wv on 
kg diligence to make their cal- 
q | and election ſure? you have mourned for 
pur filycr ſhrines 3 but not for the pride , - 
[<5 and covetouſne(s of your hearts : 
gn. fear poverty and reproach will be your 
wo tntion but why do-you not fear what will 
FE I ifſue of the hardneſs of your hearts ? 
r. ye the Word of the Lord, They are not 
Wl ls mbled unto this day., neizber bave they fear- Iſa: 28.21) 
vs k, j "nor walked in my Law , therefore thus I" SS 
h. the Lord of Hits , the God of Larry Jers 23-395 
or [ui T will fer. my face againſt yow for evil, 40.29.17, 
a to cxt off all Judah. 1 evenlT will utterly 18. 
you , and 1 will forfaks you, and the 
5 fy that Z gave you, &'c, and will bring an. 


i |" fling reprogeh _ you, &c. Andif 
Ef 2 you 
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you will not, after all this, turn unto the | 

| Lord. read your doom, I will make thin ſh* 

like vile figs that cannot be eaten , they are þ |. 
evil, &c. There publiſh my fears to all the I* 

World: I am afraid that our vicw of the de. 

folations that God hath wrought, are tov "5 
ſhort and tranſient, and that fome want hu. |. 

rnanity in their being infenfible of the plagues, |, th 
and miferies of cheir Brethren , and more 4 
want the ſpirit of mourning for their own |; 

and other mens fins. Nay are there none | 

ÞBzck. 25. of the Race of Ammon lefe , who ſay 4he |. 

3 6, 7+ againſt Gods SanAuary , when it was profand, | 
and. againſt the Land of Iſrael, when it wa; dt- | 

Prov. 17.5- ſolate ? at leaft rejvyyced in beart ? Behold Gud Ji. 
will ſtretch out bis band apon ſuch a people, Bt 

that 15 glad at colamities , foall not be n+ }; 

Luke 13*2> puniſhed, The Tower of Sit fell to lead, } 

"ew :5. Others torepentance. If any will (coffaid Þ 

, 9. blaſpheme as the Moabites,, by faying , the Þ;/ 
Pſal.137-7- Houſe of Judah is like unto all the Heathen, 
Ezck.12. who have not ſuffered more, nor fo much | 

13>1+ . as they ; God knows how to open the fide of I, 

Moab , and to let in the Sword and ruine vp; Þ,, 

on their firongelt Cities : And if the Chil, [| 

dren of Edom, who were long ago for hr, 4 

down our Feruſalem to the frundation there, fig, 

rejoyce, God will remember them, and mils. ba 

. them deſolate, and lay bis vengeance on Edos, þ 

V.15,16, And if any of the bordering Philiftines full þo 

F7. - deal by revenge , and take vengeance with 6 p 

deſpightſul beart, God knows how to fir#«d þ, 

out bis hand: upon them , and to deftroy the y 

remnant of the Sto coaft , and to excentegr'® bo 

| o vengeanet 
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Ie [ungearce 5porr them : And if any of our 
O gainC Feruſalem Y Aha ſhe Is broken, that 2, 3, 4- 
*. 0s the gates of the people , ſhe is turnedunto | 
"fu, we ſhall be repleniſhed , now that ſhe is 
lid waſte : God can ſoon ſtoop theſe Monntains by 


11 fſing many Nations to come up againſt them : 
By the Sea cauſetb his Waves to come up, and 
oe. Beate their duſt from them and make them 


9 


wy i the top of. a Rock, God canngt bear it wat Amor. 2. * 


WM Uk Heathen- ſpoxld be inſulting , whilſt be is 

} meFing bis own ; and therefore God hath 

*, Jafirmed it by an Oath that he will dealſe- 

G4 wely. with ſuch Mockers. I bave beard of 7.h,. x, 
Mi reproach of Moab, &c.. therefore as T live 9, 10. 


Ht ah the Lord of Hofts , the God of Iirae), 
uf my Moab foal! be as Sodom, &c. And 1 Zeclt.1.15. 


+7 1 fore diſpleaſed with the Heathen , that 


» 


FO eaſe, for I was but a little diſpleaſ- 
oP 97d they belped forward the affliion. 


jo lave we theſe to the Righteouſneſs of God, 
, of 1 let us return to our (elves; whillt they 


' | inſulting » May we be on bumbling and h 
oi Wenting Work God 15 come down, and batb a. 64. 4- 
hil-: 

Ling. 


Namb. 16. 
Job. 31, 3. 


I terrible things, that we looked not for: 
| bave been viſited but not with the common 


ly Wation of all people. God bath firange p«- 
im: nents. for the workers of iniquity. © And 
fd M0 wonder , when firange Oaths have been 


Tinted of latter times that our Forefathers 
ach {vcr heard of : there have been firange 
| the {Yves of Epicuriſme and Gluttony : ſtrange 

4 [yes of uncleannefs + Grange unknown 
Jos kſions in apparcl : and for Fraud, cheat- 
FE 3 Ws 


th o 


Ieghbours round about ſhall with Thrws Gay p..4 .c 


ww tmonmer 


_ ©1ng, and Tricks of Legerdemiin they have 

* freſh and new, and krequent* Every « 
* Hath not God then @ juſt commroverſ 

* with his people? If the Lord ''draw cuff if 
© Judgements that were never heard of be 
fore, and make us fi 1gnsand wonders to the 
** world, and an aftonifhment co all Nations'f 

< may we not juſtifie his proceedings ? If'w-Þt 
< exceed our Fore. fathers Sins, what wonder 


<jsit, if we feel Judgements, that they wire 
** never ſcnfible of ? 


d968688 $88428 +244 


CH AP. XXXIX. 


What uſe Profeſſors ſhould make of i 
| Goſpel: Glaſe. 


R Nd now ( Profeflor Y to all thy M 
Quareel TA mer Sins, do not add this -arn 
the Glaſs.) vation , that, having had the Glaſs of tu p 

s Word, for aithfully revealing' many of <&yÞ b 
ſins to thee , thou ſhouldit go' av af 
ſtrait forget what manner of man thus 
been. 'Let not Satan tempt thee to'9 
with the enterpriſe ; for that'the cog 
broad 'enough to ſhew to thee- all thy UW 
and deformities : know: here are enougn gi 
preſented to thy view , to hy thee | over 
enough 1 in Hell without Repentance, 


eg 2-4, x5 
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ys alſo by thy corrupe reaſon thou canfi * 


layiad for one or two particulars, or bring it 
verfi h debate , whetber they are flains or not ? 
y cuffflit know to che confuſion of thy face, here 
C be-Þþ x (pots , amgqueſtionable ſpots diſcovercd , 
0 the | fach as arc not the ſpots of Gods Children. 
jons\Fit would . thou improve this ( or any 
If'we l en} Glaſs for the good of thy foul ? 
& Gods Honour , and thy precious Souls 
ifting welfare perſwade thee to receive in 
"yl and love the following Comnſels. | 
Fo: Ag on all the particulars , that thou Improve it 
Jooft ſee whar are thine iniquitier. Do not for pre- 
tvid only, and ſo go away : be not OF 
ſtented with ſlight apprehenfi ons; but ration and | 
e, that the Fire may burn :; Conſider how Meditati- 
L.in the Bill of Attainder, thy Conſcience ®: 
s thee thou art guilty. O! ponder theſe 
- Yis 22 thine bears; chew the Gud, recoyl 
| or n thy ſelf: Let the Lord hear one the 
wre for thee crying out what have T done ? 
"gow have I provoked the Lord ? By medita- 
or retain the memory of thy fins, with all 
mi- Pit aggravations, as much as thou canſt: 
the paſt fins in preſent view , and poſſeſs tbe 
y Wor f thy youth » as if they were juſt now , 
admitted : now track the abominations of 
Mr lives : charge this duty upon thy own 
wnegenl, as that which muſt be done, as thou 
is 00 anſwer it at thy peril before 'God and 
Cunfgels. Perhaps hitherto you bave forgor 
It corrupt lives, and hearts, as you have 
i natural faces forthwich ; but let it be 
d more for 'Chrifts fake.” Conſider not 
FE 4 only 


— x — WhatuſeProfeſprs funldmake. Wi 
f =} Onlyhow many, of theſe ſins you have beenſpo 
gailty of; but how frequently, and for howll 
many dayes, or years, thou haſt lived in (onglid 
of theſe abominations, having oft bren gulaſſ tl 
ty of the fame fin; though perhaps thoyÞt 
knewk it to be a ſin, and haſt prayed and 
xelolved againfi it: And becauſe th j-WWD 
culars may ſeem little fins ( thou 


there is no little fin ; becauſe than 


heart. ©, , 

2. Away now , and preſent thy (ell be-Y 

fore the great and holy God , whom thou Jt 

hat provoked by theſe, by all theſe great 

abominations, and upon thy knees give tory | 

to bim by confeſſing to bim as many of #by Ju 

4s thou canft remember, with all their agg 

{4  *© vating circumſtances. It is.the ſame w_ 
| | Job.7.19. that Zoſbweb gave to Achan, tell God wil 


» "< 


« 
2 
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'e beenſou haGi done, . and what thou haſt Iſt un- 
r howlſe, Hide it not from bim ; Confels to 
| (ompitd Jall chy low unworthy thoughts of him, 
| gull thy comity. againſt him, his Laws, and 
 thoyſWple, ©'c. Go, and confeſs what envy, 
d andifiat Malice, what ranckour hath lin in 
partj-Wne heart againſt chy Neighbour : Confeſs 
a (enſeÞp the Lord how oft thou haſt foke evil of 
"0 lit-Wypities , of the blood-royal , of the fayou- 
nd ag- es of Heaven, of the Sons and Daughters 
Tront-{the moſt High, who were more righteons 
3 with (pn thy ſelf. Many a time thou haſt brag'd 
| that Faith che Phariſce , what fins thou haſt not 
3 but 0. guilty of: now confeſs what thou halt 
ther, {en guilty of. IT know if thou art an Hype- 
bear; Tate thou art loth to bring it forth, thou * 
ation Feſt it will be a ſhame to thee; But let 
acks, Bis tell thee , it is a ſhame that thou art 
d you faulty of Co cauch fin 3 but it is no ſhame to 
, My Finowledge it. Only in your Confeffions 
eeqme Fluke this advice. Ser your fins in order : enu- 
only Yltrate the ſeveral fins you have been guilty 
other U8, and though every numerical thoughe 
Tiews $8 AG of fin is not poſſibleto be: cited 3 yet 
p thy Bfve diligence to find out as many as thou 

ankt , and ſpread them before the Lord. 
If be- Y+ Bring forth eſpecially that fin or fins, which jj your 
thou Jae thy ſpecial fins, whereby #how baſt moſt ſpecial fins. 
great Firoked God. David gave a touch at his 
Ws in the beginning of his Penitential 
5 Mthim 3 but his Adultery and Blood-guilti- 
ggre- Bs lay mofi upon him , and he is never 
bi © caſc till he hath vomited them up in con- 


_ - Be 


SJ 
£ 
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Ofall'of Be ſure then, that upon a review of th 


is, 1 


lem. or any better Catalogue , thou cry unto thy bw 
heart, as Samwel to Feſſe , Are bere all +by fin 
Children? Are bere all thy fins? He thatdoth Jnit 


not copfels a fin , hath a mind to commitit 
ehat Sin again. An hypacrite will confeſs 


ſome , nay many fins , but there is one Fu 


fin he is, loth' to bring forth: it is a Facobe Fi 


| Benjamin , they would keep it back ; one ſike 


Job 20.12. ſppeet bit is covered under the Tongue. But 
certainly it 15 extream folly to impoſe upon Fl 
God 3 for he knows every thought of thy Jv 
heart , yea he knows thy thoughts before Yi 
chou knowſt them : he knew what thoughts Jt 
I/r acl would have in the Wilderneſs. Davidlay 
ſomewhile under this piece of Hypocribe: 
he kept filence a long time, which made bis 
bones wax old, bis moiſture was turned intothe 
Pal. 32. drought of Summer : But. at length. ( though 
3>4+5- It was long firlt ) his fin came out, 1 oacknow- 
ledge my fin unto thee, and mine iniquity baw 1 
not bid : T ſaid Twill confeſs my Tranſareſſions un- 
20 the Lord. Benot like Jud : he conſeſſeth 
his betraying of Chriſi, but there was a cloſe 
fin which he would not uncover, vis, his c0- 
vetauſneſs. I meet with many who will con- 
fels ſach (ins as are moſt in faſhion, viz. their 
| dulneſs under Ordinances, their formality, 
chcic vain thoughts in duty,&c. But when did 
you hear Profeſſors confeſſing their envy at the 
gifes,graces,and priviledges of their Brethren. 
Par!'s fin was perſecuting Gods Church, and 
how ready is he to tell God and all the world | 


it? A good Copy to write after. 
of it gaod Copy to wrt Bring 


thy bo 
ld 


loth by 
mit | 


ifels 


One. 
coby 


one 
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tis | Bring forth the aggravating circumſtances , with all * 
j lay them before the Lord. Some confeſs their ag- 
- but their confeffions are accompanied gravations. | 


th firange excuſes and extenuations, viz. 
'was done through the inftigation of the 
evil , it .was done 'inconfiderately, &c. 
Guch arc not for ſhaming themſelves before 
the Lord 3 but like Lawyers, plead as well as 
they can for 2 bad cauſe, Avoid all cxtenu- 
ging Confeſſions : Father not thy Brats upon 

Devil, left thy account (well even for 
wonging Satan, when indeed thou waft in- 
ied and drawn afide by thy own luft. Beware 
of this folly ; for know that exteruating fin 
avates it, and aggravating extenuates fin 
kefore the Lord. 


: Let thy Confeſſim be ingenuous and fre. Free'y; 


Sometimes Conſcience, like an over-charged 
ſtomach, doth fo over-preſs men, that they 
cannot hold, but muſt out with their un- 
deannels, &c. Thus it is eſpecially when 
the Horrors of Death have  compaſſed' them 
wund. - This confeſſion of fin proceeds not 
from hatred of fin, and difplicence with it; 
but from fear of puniſhment : they hope if 
they confeſs fin any how, any way, they ſhall 
obtain mercy, and this makes many throw 
up what otherwiſe they would hide for ever. 
But O ! that you would be more ingenuous 
m your acknowledgements than Pharaob and 
Fudas were , who ſhould fay ſomething vpon 
the Wrack , when Gods Hand and Conſci- 


| ence preft them down. I know what you 


will do upon the peruling this fad Catalogue, 


I 


Frequently. 


| 4606 


What uſe Profeſſors ſhould mals [* 
it God-do not fanRifice the book unto you:Þ*N 
you will confefs fin, but not your own: you"? 
w1ll fall a cenſuring the perſon or party you ſl 
do not love, crying out O! how guilty veP 
luch and ſuch beforc the Lord ? O ! hows [9 
God diſhonoured by cthem.? how doth Reli. { 
gion ſuffer by them? yea, but how much {* 
hath Gods Name ſuffered by thy lightnefs, FT: 
frothineſs, pride, ſenſuality , back-ſliding? FY 
Oc. O! run with tears, and confels all thne F4." 
own fins before God. God requires it, 
Only acknowledge thine iniquity , that thox bat F 
tranſgreſſed againſt the Lord thy God : And 
God tells you it is a means to obtain remiſh- 
on , If je confeſs your fins be is Juſt and faith- 
fwll to forgive, Some ſay, confeſs,and be bang; Þ 
but I-{ay confeſe, or you'l be damn'd. If you F” 
had rather be damned than be ſhamed, thou 
loveſt thy Name better than thy Soul : The F? 
Lord be merciful to thee, or elſe thou wilt Þ* 
loſe both, when Cirift ſhall come to Jadge Þ 
the Earth; for then whatſoever is hid, (bull 
be publiſhed, | 

Let yaur Confeſſion be frequent, yea conſtant, 
antil at leaft God bath dine away tby fin. It þ 
may be you may fear your heart is fo hard, Yi 
that you ſhall but fin by a formal dull con- 
f.flion, or enumeration of your tins ; But yet I 
do it as well as thou canſt, and if thy heart BRe 
be hard, go, and complain of it to God, a 
beg him to take away the heart of ſtone: let I 
the ſight of this hardnc(6 drive thee the ſoon- "Fo 
er and the oftner to the Throne of Grace, Þ: 


and there lye before the Lord, till he _—_ 


» +. S 
- . : _— 0 
*» $8 


Iming fire : 


by 
-* 


-\ 
A 


. 


Rock; that the waters guſh out, till thy 
qurs vyc with thy fins; Do as our Engliſh 
Yurtyr, who ccafed not his Conf.ffions ill 
| xt was melted and broken for his fins. 

'3. Latour to get your hearts broken for all R. 

; xr Rebellions againſt God ;, for all vo Halla CI 
jies of, your hearts and lives. Sonof Man, 
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kpbeſie and ſay, thus ſaith the Lord, ſay, A Ezck-21. 
[7 d, a Srord u ſharpned , and aiſo furbiſh- 9, I9, 


* 4s ſharpned 0 make a great ſlaughter 0 
Ls furb;ſhed. that it may plifter , ſhould we 
wm make mirth 2 Even our God hath been a 


Wr of ſilver, and therefore God bath. gathe- 
sthem into the midſt of Jeruſalem, as they. 


8be filver and braſs, zron, and lad, and tin, 


u, _ and hath blown upon them in the Fire 


ih rath, . and they bave . been melted in 


| mdf thereof ; and ſhall not we lament ? 


& God hath been exccedingly diſhonoured 
[ Hypocrifie ; falſhood, breaking of Vows, 
Wmurings, crucltics , neglects of his 
drſhip, &*c. Should we then make mirth ? 


Fe not we great cauſe, even more cauſe 


WM cver any pcople had, to tremble, not 
Wat the dreadful Judgements of God, that 
 alrcedy upon us, and-that hang oycr our 


ds, but at the helliſh impieties , that 


wm in our hearts? View not only this im- 


Revelation , and what ever filthineſs was 
md in Men or Kingdoms, may be found . 
: upon 


| and ſhall not we mourn ? Heb. xz. 
it bowſe of Ifrgel is become droſs, even he *5- 


Ezek., 22. 
19,20,21, 


0 the midit of the F urnace, to blow the fire aþ= 


| ales Catalogue , but look from Geneſis to ' 


—————C—C—————————————————————— ———— I — 


= DOC EO RIG; WY —— > eg 


F 462 ah " What ” le Pro fefſors ſhou 14 32 abo 


npon our Skirts: and ſhall not we hang 
our harps? refuſe to be comforted? $ 
not we lye down proſtrate before God, a ahi | 
pour out water before the Lord, 'and weepſv 
till we can weep no more ? Treble O my if 
hcare! under all theſe provocations: And L 
lee your hearts be as the leaves of a Tree 
' that is ſhaken by the Whirlwind. = 
many helliſh lufis co {warm in thy hear? 
What guilty of ſo many millions of 1 iniquitic Þ id 
againſt the God of Heaven , and yet thouk-Þ 
cure, light, vain and frothy ? I profeſs if [Fd 
did not know what a ſtone I have within 1" 
ſhould wonder all the day long , how its) 
poſſible we can fiand under ſo much guilt Þ 
rope ſhrieks, cryes , and lamentations ; Fir! 
I ſhould wonder how you eat, and drink, 
and ſleep, how you can laugh or ſing, whill Þ% 
God is fo provoked. Can I think that man Fi 
lives, who is not moved by the weightoſia 
mountdia on his back. Profeſſor, thou hat 
that which is heavier than Mountains of Lud 
upon thy Soul, and yet thou hardly feel OW 
: Thou dot not groan under that, which 
drew not only tcars of water, but of blood, FO 
yea clots of blood, from the eyes and veins on 
of Jeſus Chriſt, I wonder how you contl- i : 
nuc your claims to Chrift, how you can alt 
God , Father, Chrift, Redeemer , wh f ll 
you have {o little love to him; and whit 
you were never pricked at the. heart, for al 8 
the injuries that you and others have oi } 116 
him : Whom you love, you are troubled fot;on 


if he be —__ by your ſelves, or other 
(Þ-- 
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tip Where is your ſoul-trouble for your own 
had other mens fins ? Are not many as ſenſual 
andJjever? as great ſervants to the fleſh-a5,ever ? 
tepipve you not your Feaſts and Entextgipments : 
7 | formerly ? Though it be 4 day 92 wbereimn Iſa: 22.123 
a q | Lord calls #0 weeping and mourning . 80 I 3, 144 
Trees” and girding with ſackcloth, yet be- 
tlo$8, 1299 | and gladneſs, ſlaying Oxen, and kil- 
ut? Fg. Sheep, eating fleſh, and drinking wine ; 
tis $9 hath not the Lord ſent you a word, that 
ik-P! [make your knees to tremble ? Is not the 
if 1$06-writing plain ? Jt was. revealed in mine 
in.» 5 the Lord of Hoſts, Surgly this ini- 
it's) foal not be purged from you, till you dye, 
ullt ] the Loxd God of Hoſts. O! Falldown 
ns; Puzed,, fill thy Spirit with horror, away 
ink, $.thy Cloſer : though thou art 3 the gall 
hilt Yterneſs, and bond of iniquity ; yet pray to 
man Lord, if perhaps the thoughts of thy heart, 
ofa {the wickedneſs and prophaneſs of thy 
ht $, and particularly thy unſeaſonable mirth, 
ed | fleſhly indulgencies , may be forgiven. 
eek can you trade with ſo much guilt upon 
hich bk? You have had your pleas for your co- 
{ Foulneſs, and inordinate affeRions to the 
ins $001d, chat God bids you provide for your 
ont: $f: But what chinkfi thou of thy Soul ? Is 
al F.no part of thine own? Is that no-piece 
lt iy charge? O! Provide for. thy foul - 
hill $89 foul, cannot be ſafe, whilf Rained with 
or alÞBany thouſand impurities, which were 
y. ne Fc mourned over to this day. O! Let 
| for; ow enter into the very inwards of thy 
5 FAIe, and let the infupportable preſſures -_ 
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Zech. 12. 
10. 


Pſal. 51. 3. 


Lam. 5.16. 
Lara, 1. 1, 


"2335 45 93 


What uſe Profeſers ſoild make 


fin fink thy very Soul : Mourn as the tendihg 
Motber- for ber only Son : be in bittermſr, (olf4 
as thou*Mfi not reliſh thoſe things, which 
thou haft hitherto followed with fo much 
eagernfſs : Let the loathſomeneſs of thy fin 
be continually before thine eyes , , as thy 
fianding diſh : - So it was with reptuting ye 
David, My fin is evey before me: $0 it with 
with the Church, Wo to us, we bave finnid. al 
It is trae', they were under fearful Piagues ; har 
How doth the City fit ſolitary, that war ful iſh 
people? How is ſhe become a Widow, She that ia 
was great among the Nations ,, and Prinaſs 
among the Provinces, how is ſhe bicome tn-i 
butary ? ——— Among all ber Lovers, ſhi bath hl 
none to comfort her , all ber Friends bave dull fiky 
zreacherouſly with her , 8c." She dwellith fi 
among the Heathen, ſhe findeth no reſt : all ba 1 
Perfecutors overtvok her between the frail. 
The wayes to Lion mourn, &c. She came down ile 
wonderfully , and ſhe had no Comforter , Cc, T 
The Enemy bath magnified bimſalf, 8c. row 
above bath be ſent fire into my bones, and it pre ike , 
vaileth againft them, &c. All mine. Enenit the 
bave hzard of my troubl:, that are glad i mb 
thou baſt done it, The Lord hath bur BacC 
againſt Jacob like a flaming fire, which & bine 
vorreth round about, &c, All they hat pl ps 
by, clap their bands at thee : they hiſs, and W il c F 
the' bead, at the Daughter of Jeruſalem, /9 Mat } 


ing, Is this the City, that men call, 111 : th 
fittion of Beawry, the Foy of tbe whole Earid®Win, 
Lam. 4. 6, All thine Entmies bave opened their month Jan 


geint the + thy bir, and tpſh the 1 


* "this diſcovery of their miſcarriages. 
ndely ſay, We bave ſwallowed ber up : Certain- 


Yu! overthrown as in a moment ,” and no hand 


ne Bed on: ber. The Lord hath accompliſhed. 


ad | þ fary . be bath parred out bis fteree anger , 
ds bath kindled a fire in Zion, and it bath de- 
fared the foundations thereof. The anger of 


" n + 


liſh Lord bath divided them, 8c. Our Inhe- Tam. 5. A 


| Fence 3s turned to Strangers : our Homſes to 
6 Bliens., Our Necks are undey Perſecution, 
6 We laborer, 'and bave no reſt. Servants have 


10,1. 


d over us ; there is none to deliver us out of 


all fir band. Our thin was black like an Oven : 
Hlb Favſe of the terrible Famine, They raviſued 

ri omen is Zion, and the Maids in the Ci- 
i of Judah, But yet they mind not their 

Fry ,. ſo much as their fin, Ho wnto us, 
iy we bave ſinned. | Tg order to the promo- 
"rm hp- of this godly fortow , -I do impoxtune 
I Wc, with. the higheſt fervency I can, that 
mil Bou ſeparate ſorne 'extraordinary time, to 
204 Bumble thy (elf , by Faſting and Prayer, 


" inc own, and thine other mens fins : Per- 
4 Taps to this day thou haſt never obſerved one 
vaWorder to the getting of a broken heart. O 


Jt I could now prevail with thee 3, for this ' 


P; *Mihe means,” that God hath; ble again and 
119 "Sin. On ſach daycs God hath ſoftned ma- 
» in heart, and caftout the Devil of ſeey- 
eOnBy and hardneſs, which could not be caſt 


/ 


out in ordinary times of waiting upon God «|. 
Let thy main requeſion chat day be for x Ho 
deep confideration of all thy fins,- with al F7. 
their (everal -aggravations, and a deep hu Þ; | 
miliation for them. O ! I beſcech you, if}, ; 
- you have any love toChrift, to- the credie' 

of Religion, to your periſhing ſouls, break: 


through all buſineſſes and impediments, 'and & 
rctire your ſelves, and fall down at the foot» Wf 
ftool of God, more ſolemnly, than ever you Þ, 

did: If you arc, by the conſideration of * 


your provocations , . humbled in the vey | þ 
duſt, be (ure to keep Confeience tender ;,. I, 
Let not your convictions dye, firike again 1 
and again , ſmite on #be thigh again and ix. 
again, whilli the-Iron is hot; This tire my Þh, 1 
be kept alive, by bringing new facl to it. 5, 
Labour exquiſitely to afMict your ſouls, that K, 
you. ſhould be fo fooliſh , & vile, as my "8 
Wy 


Chrifts Livezy , to commit fo great, k. 
hidcous abominations. + Take words, and; 
ſay, © the Light that 7 have abuſed! O tht... 
' means of Grace that T have ſlighted ! 0 the W-th,.. 
He ſarvice that 1 bave done to Chrift! O'teſ 
many diſ-ſervices ? Lee theſe things cut, and 
grave, and afMi&, and humble thy foul ex, 
ceedingly from morning to evening , and. 
from evening to morning, till God be pic ſh. 
fied cowards thee :- bewate left the motion 
of alazy hearecauſe thee to defifi ſooner. BY 
Paticnt that hath had a long diſcaſe, mul 
continue in the uſe of the preſcriptions , ttt; 
the ill humour be purged away. 
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4 Let your. ſorrow be accompanied with Indignatis 
ﬆt397, > Sce all your finsand lothe-them, on. 

y your ſelves too. This is promiſed, they 

| lothe their | wayes and doings which are not 

oe d? O! how much fin have we confeſ- 

| (f |, which yet we have ſecretly hug'd in 

t hearts? Labour to haye your hearts riſe 

inft your pride, hypocrific, &c. Hate 

þ not only for Hell, but as Hel, yea hate 

ur ſelves tor your fins, yea hate your ſelves 

t you canhate your fins no more. O that | 

ay þ hatred of my. Luſts might be greater than 3 

ww my love was untothem! T wiſh from my 
| Profcfiors Were more apprehenſive of 

Jds Judgements, that are upen them and 

ur {ation for their fins':: © wiſh many of 

Þwcre come up to the frames of the hard- 

an þ , ited Jews, and expreſſed (o much ten- 
"oy 


neſs, as they did, when- Gods hand was 

Wy upon them, their fins allo were an hea- 
harden: ' In their affliftion they ſought God Hol. 5; 14; 
:; they mourned and humbled them- | 
wes. very much; chobgh with the removal 
Fcheir trouble 7 their ſorrows: wore away. 
pcver be not ſatisfied with-this forrow 3 
It-labour for {uck ſorrow as David had, 

Men he was wounded in his heart for fin, 

ugh Nathan told him his fin was forgiven, ' 

t he continued his forrows for his great 
ſgreffi ons : Labour 1 beſeech you for 
q007 of batred and indignation , be greatly 
Jipleaſed with your elves , . becauſe you 

we {© fooliſhly and wretchedly diſhonour - 
God, and ventured your eternal undoing : . 
Gg 3 and 


Lf 


Cant. 1.6. work : They made me the keeper of the Vine ſs 
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| : 


and if" yet thine. ger. be not like the Fig. | 
ponds of Hefhben for thy fins, take words, [; 
and lament 'bcfore God thine hardneſs of Þ; 
heart, that thou ſhouldſi ſo grievouſly offend Þ, 
and provoke: God, fo goed , fo gracious a 4 
Gad , and that notwithtianding thine heart i; 
. ſhould remain unbroken. : bi 

5. Let there be added bearty cryes to Gol |; 
for pardon of all theſe and all ether abominati- Þ, 
ons, Who forgives him, that ſcorns to ſue Þ; 
for Remiſfion? Here is your work in this |, 
day: the Devil and a falſe heart will put you By 
. upon other work; but this 1s your preſent li; 


yard; but myne ownVineyard I bave mt kept. fu 
| But O! donot leave the work that Godſets 

you about. I know it is your duty to pro- fj« 
vide for the bodies of your Children; but Yi 
confider the danger of thy Soul, what guilt Js 
thou'art under, and give the Lord no xi Ja 
till he hath blotted out all thy fin, andatt 6 
aſſured that he will remember it no more. « 
Relievenot thy (elf with the general bounty }| 
of God, or with the free grace and rich mer- Þ 
cy of God, whilſ thou negleQeft to cry t0 |; 
God for grace and mercy. He will be ſought Jy, 
#nto by the bouſe of Iſrael. Prize thy condi fl; 


' tion, that thou art alive to prey: ( thou ff 


mightſt have been in Hell, there to bow! for &þ 
ever and ever ) Seek the Lord, whilft be may iy 
be found : Seck intime before it be toolate iy 
And if 'thou doubtci whether thou haſt an 
intereſt in Chriſt and the promiſes, becauſe Ji 


of thy hideous tranſgreſſions 5 yet ae” 4 
the | 
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the gracious words that fell once from the 


Jmouth of Chrift to the Samaritan : If thou Tn 1 cio, 
didft know the gift of God, thou wouldft have 
N Baked, ond be would bave given thee livin 
Jpater. Though thou art unworthy of Chil- 
Jdrens bread, and haſt deſerved to be caſt 
Jorth among the dogs 3 yet thou haft to do 
—  Jyith a bountifull and- mercifull Lord : and 
' 200 Fthercfore be not caſt down, fo as to be dif- 
Jeouraged from waiting on the Lord. It was 
© Jill Gaid of him , why ſhould 1 wait on the Lord 
ny longer ? There is no bope. I would have 
Fhec take better words into thy mouth, and 
oy, ©** Loxd Iam unwortby to be the object 
” Ffof thy mercy ,, unworthy to live, worthy 
F*to bedgnyed, becauſe thou did call, and 
*T did not hear, therefore if I call, thou 
*mayft juſily turn me off in thy fury : chou 
WV P'mighteft anſwer me by terrible things in 
Erightcouſneſs : But deal not with me ac- 
Fcording to my deſervings: O! make me 
#the great inftance of the power of thy 
Torace,, lct' thy mercy in pardoning be 
If great, exceeding great O God |! = 
"| Do not delay the ſuing out thy pardon, away Without 
t Fraickly to the Throne of Grace. Remem- 4*lay. 
” kr, Felix put off his work till ſome other 
time, There is danger in delayes, left your 
leaſe of fin and ſorrow for it vaniſh and de- 
* Jay : blow up "the firſt ſparks of grace , leſt 
' Uſdey go aut and dye again: take the firſt ad- 
nneages of the grace of God, Hatt thou an 
_ lnctination 'to humble chy ſelf, to pray, to 
kk Gods face, improve it*quickly, left the 
4 Gg 3 wrath 


470 © What ſe Profeſſor: ſhould wales P1 


wrath of God ( who is highly provoked al:-{#? 
ready againſt thee) break forth: upon thee, 1 
and there be no remedy. Do not you know that 
you have loſt the (enfe of the love of God?I# 
But have you allo loſt all the ſenſe of Gods 
wrath! - Do not you wonder you eſcape?J# 
that: you are yet alive ? that you are not freeÞſ# 
among the dead? incorporated with the Hy-J# 
pocrites and damned crew ? Will you, dare Þj* 
you, go on in 'your hardneſs of heart ? Will Þ 
you treaſure up wrath againſt the day of 
wrath? O! God forbid. Lay by the world f® 
(thy falſe friend , thy treacherous Foab, that JW 
hath ſmitten to the carth, with its kiſſes, and Þ# 
its (miles) Here is a buſineſs on which thy Þ 
life, the life of thy precious foul depends. Y® 
Prepare 40 meet thy God : wrath 1s gone out BK 
_. from the Lord, howl, weep, cry, it may b: YE 
you ſhall be bid in the day of the Lords wrath, 
it may be your. fins ſhall be forgiven. Þ® 
Though' the Law be 2 loking-glaſe to thew Jl 
you your ſpots ( the Laver under the Law YY 
was made of Jooking-glaſſes) yet it cannot V 
cleanſe you: it 1s the Goſpel alone, that par-F' 
dons. Away ye wandring Sheep to the great Sbep-J 
heard of your ſouls : great he is in alfcRionÞ® 
and love to his flock , he hath laid down his 
life for you, he hath puxchaſcd you with hisÞ 
own blood. Nathans Parable of the Ew-F 
Lamb is moR true of Chrifi, and his beloved 
Flock: he hath nouriſhed you up, and he x 
is willing to lay you in his boſom. VieWwl 
- . your great Surety this day. He came under 
an Arxcfi for you , he hath diſcharged tn 
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ed wy of all that come by faith to him. He was 
thee, 1 Sag for qzer,offences , and was raiſed again , 
7 thackfir owe juſtification, He is willing the in- 
God Hiefwowe '('when penitent ) ſhould not have 
Godsſhs rownds he undreſſed, lift Satan take any 
cape 2 $6vant age thereby, If there be Repentance t0- 
t fel 3 wrds . God \, let there be Faith towards the 5\0.29-21, 
rd Feſus Chrift It he hath given you the 
$4 me-runner -, you have his' pledge, his pawn, 
wil he will forgive you. Do not ſay, God 
ay of (iroreth not finners, whilft there is a Foun- 
vorld » opened for ſin and for mncleanneſi, All thy 
that Yins cannot pw it 3 becauſc it is opened ro wiſh 
and Þ way fin. 
1 thy Þ [s. "Add to Supplication Reſolution. How Reſolution, 
ky n yotl. pardon your very Child, that will 
wt promiſe todo fo no more? Let it be in 
5 of he purpoſe of your hearts to negle@ medi- ' 
rath, Nl tion no more, to keep up bitterneſs a-, 
ven, hong. Chriſtians no more, &ec. ' Eater into 
thew $i holy Vow againſt your fins. Be a through 
Law Proteſtant *, proteſt againſt the World, the- 
nnot BTkſp, and the Devil. It will be thus if your 
par- bars be throughly humbled for yaur ins, 
Fbep-Find- truly inflamed againſt 'them. O fay! 
Rion Þ what bave IT to do with Idols any more? O that 
n his jc were very refalute , come- Life, come 
his ID eath , come Heaven , come Hell yet I 
E9r- fvill change my courſe : I will not ( through 
oved Gods gracg helping me ) do as I have done, 
1 heJomic as T have omitted. If you are not very 
iewHi gemptory to/ refiſt Satan and Sin, not to 
nderfield unto; Temptation, you encourage the 
theſk aemy to tampt-you, whil& you arc not rc- 
ebtÞ- G 8 4: folyed 


Rom. 41/ | 
25, 
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| | Golved todeny his/ ſolicitations. That wo-houl 
man 4s in danger of new follicitations to'un«fſh, 
cleanneſs, who doth not reſolutely bid de-fv 
fiance to the firft Temptation of the Ruffin, hm 
Perhaps you wonder , that after many pray-F 
ers, ©&'e, your fin flill prevails ; But know 
. ( faith one ) fin will be your Conquerour , if youRſhi 
be not veſolved #0 be its enemy. Till refoluti- FR 
on againki all fin be wrought in you, God will Fig 
hate all your prayers for the pardon of your tic 
fins. Hehath an impudent forchead, afore- Hh 
| head of Braſs, chat dares goin before God, kk 
and fay: © O Lord! I beſcech thee to par-Fhot 
* don my worldlineſs , and carthly-minded- 
*neſs, for am not yet reſolved to be He: fla 
<* yenly minded : O Lord, pardon my enyy, 
. <and I truſt thou wilt do it, for yet I ani 
<* unreſolved to part from it : Pardon my 
«* Rebcllions 3 for. I am not yet reſolvediſ6 
'* whether I ſhall ccaſe to be a Rebel. Bc-Yp7 
lieve it, whilſt you do not reſolve to hatcſly 
fin, it is a clear fign you have not a ſpiritulſſy 
knowledge of its evil; Did you in thelightF' 
of the Spirit ſee fin in, its nature, and in its 
bitter effects, did you fee it as utterly incon- fu 
 fifient with all real happineſs, and as the in-Fb 
fallible and unavoidable precipice of your 10-Jy 
collerable and eternal damnation, this would 


make you hate fin, and to be irreconcilable th 


P 


| But here I muft give you this caution, 

In the har you' raiſe 70t your reſolutions on your ene 
ſhength ef 7 | ag + them| 
Chrit, ftrengtb, for then you will ſoon quit tnemyy 
_ -by xeaſon .of your own weaknels. _— 1 
—_— 


Tf #his diſcovery of their miſcarriages. . 473 
wo-jou bind your felf by a Vow againſt fuch a 
'un-m, fake Chriſt into the Bongd to be ſurety for 
de-.u, to give you help and firength toper-. 
an, Þþm in the hour of temptation. ** Anguftine 
ray-Fprofefled that though the thoughts of leav- 
nowFing his fins were once a great burthen to 
f youFhim , yet at length being peremptonly 
lati-FRefolved, he found it a moſt cafie and de- 
will Flightfall thing co live without them. 
your Friends, your ſufferings may be-nearer than | 
fore- thu are aware of: Your ſands: I am ſure run 
God, aſt, and no flop is put to them + you may 
par- ſiot'expect that tbe ſhadow will go backward 
ded- fw degrees , it -may rather go forward : you 
Her: fray hardly have one hours warning before 
ny, You muſt remove hence :' how ſuddenly hath 
| am ſod cut down the Cedars and the Thiftles 
| myYnongſt us? O 7 in that day it will be as 
Ivedalding lead to thee, that death and judgement 
Bc- Ywprized thee, when thou hadfi not fo much 
hate ſs reſolved to leave thy curfed Rebellions 
itullſgainſt thy God. 
light "7. See what becomes of your Reſolutions : Reforma: 
n itslow they arc made good : thou haſt parpoſed tion. . 
con Ft #0 offend, yea covenanted with thy God Pſal. 119: 
e in-Fbr better obedience}, yea thou haſt ſyorn 10 395- 
r 10-Bhp bis righteons Fudgements, But haft thou 
rould Flee! whrightly with thy God? O! be notfa- 
lable Ftffied with purpoſes and reſolutions ; but'look 
 JÞ the performances of them, Bleſſed are 
ton, Fife of God , if all the fins you have been. 
r erMfGhvinced of, and | have. engaged a- 
themFhinſt, be -now put away : if there be no 
VhenFmore pride , covctouſnels , contention , 
you | (elf- 
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Genera). 


Ron.6.19. 


Special, 


WW glorious, how deſirable a fight will it be 


| | W hat uſe Profeſſors ſhould he f 


Telf-ſeeking , &'c. returning with ſeven wordhm 
Devils upon yoy I pray God .we may (elſe 
( more than RiGlurion ) forme real andfpi 
permanent e<«ffe&t of all: your Confeſſions tet 


| Sorrows, and Refolves, ©O! O! O! hows 1 


© would it rejoyce my Soul to fee an eff 
&« Qual altcration in the Faces, and Lives 
* 2nd Converſations of Profeſſors ? Howſltic 
< ſhall I bleſs God, for ever, if by. ſeeing 
« your Faces in this imperſed Glaſs , you belfhe 
* transformed, and your hearts and lives befſm 
©« put into a new frame of obedience ? A fhrey 
* mong all the fights in the World, roney 
«* ſadder than to Tee multitudes , that had 
& their Faces Zion-wards now facing about 
© to the vanities of the Gentiles, O! howkin: 


*to ſec thele returning with weeping and} 

'© {fupplication. 4 
Here xemember your Reformation muſt beYf 

general and ſpecial, O! Labour to do 4s much 


for God and Grate, as you bave done for th Þ 


World and Self, As ye bave yielded yur 
members ſervants #0 iniquity unto iniquity :; 1 
row yield your members Servants of Righteoſ-} 
neſs unto Holineſs, Redeem all former omil-F| 
fions by a double diligence : you having idled Þ 
away much of your time, had necd ſpurupÞ 
your ſelves. | See that you walk circumſpedily, im, 
not as Fools , but as Wile , . redeeming the 
$100. ; -- 
But it is not only a general Reformation By 
that” I adviſe 'you to:. Watch alſo ant proj ly, 
againſt thoſe fins by which you have moſt ciſto- Jag 


naured F-. 
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Po! p ed God. If thou art recovered of a dan- 
L j s diſeaſe, thou wilt generally uſe a 
J diet , but eſpecially get Antidotes and 
ieſervatives againſt that diſeaſe thou waſt 
x ; Feel cured of, O, where the enemy 

feth made the greateſt breaches, there let 
vegEiere, be double guards, and double fortih- 

wiitions. Be Tertwllians true penitents : He yy, 
ing» wot burthen the $ pirit of God, again to de- itcrun Di- 
ever bim from that fin. Follow a worthy Pat- vine 11ſt- 
im, When David had ſhed blood, and had pre l 
chrevailed with God to pardon that fin, afcer- Tow 

nards, though be longed for the waters of Beth . 
{Fhem, yet he abſiains, and checks himſelf, be- 
wſc it did but hazard the blood of his Cap- 


| INS. 
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CHAP. XXXIX. 


ry | Motives to make ſuch ſe thereof. 


A Nd now ( to haſten to a concluſion ) O Motives 
r up . that ic would pleaſe God to coghe ay: 100 


b 
Bly foods as an Hammer, to break, the Rocks! O _— 
3 Fibat 1 may be thus uſeful to your Souls! O. and from 
| that lomewhat at laſt may be hinted , that our Sins. + 


tay, through the bleſſing! of God, break your 
Forts for , and from fin / that may promote 
wor" you Repentance for your own, and your other 
mens 


are 


Pſal. 119. 
158, 


| fins, they are not kindly broken for your 


- unleſs you mourn for others, as well as your FF 


ed; becauſe they keep not Gods word: Let your 


* Motives to make ſuch ne thereof. E, 
' mens fins ! And indeed unleſs your bearts be . 


broken for fin, they will never be broken frinff 
fin; But the more bitterneſs of Spirit youſ* 
are in for fin, the more probability thereſſ® 
1s you will not return unto fin. When menf©- 
have ſurfeited upon a Diſh, and arc greatlyſ*, 
affliged and pained by it, the more unlikely 
they are to return again unto that Diſh. That 
is certain ( faith Mr. Burroughs ) either off 
mans fin will make an end of bis mourning, oF 
bis monrning will make an end of his fin. Ya, 


if your hearts be not broken for other mens 


F 


own fins. You will never put it outofallf 
doubt that your ſorrow is right and genuine, 


own fins ; for it will alwaycs be objeacd, F 
that if Sin as Sin were your Burden, if Sin EF: 
diſhonouring God , as wounding Chriſt , EF | 
grieving the Spirit, then other mens fins be-F 
ing reflexions on the Authority and Will ffF 
the great God, Father, Son, and Spirit, ſhauld F 
have ſome confiderable weight upon your 
Souls. The truth is, others 'fins become FF”. 


_ thine if thou knoweſt them , and moumelt BF-: 


not for them. O then! In what a caſe areF 
all che hardned jolly Profefſors , who.can ſe 
make a ſport of Drunkenneſs, Uncleannels, | 
Superſtition, Perjury, &c..in others. Con- {Fs 
fider therefore by the Help of this Gloſs FF 
others fins, as well-as thine own to help on thy Ff* 
brokenneſs of heart for and from fin. Bebols JE 


( with David ) the tranſgriſſor, and be griev- 4 


Souls 


"Nj antives to "to ms fuk uſe ri 


[5 .C with Los ) be vexed: there are £ELy 

"$fins found among. Profeſſors in. England, 
yo an were in Sodom : Let thy Sowt be ( as his 

is ) as in Hel, as #pon the Rack, How can 
SH. evidenec that you are tranſlated from 
Suh to life, becauſe you love the Brethren, 
Mile you are not troubled to ſee them 
Kc unding and damning their fouls by their 
Þ: you arc grieved to ſee any Friends of 
urs in great hazards and dangers by the 
Ford , by Sicknefs, by Fire 3 but the Souls 
Four Friends are in the _greateft danger, 
t you lament not the. ſight ofthele deplo- 
d ſpeQacles. God forbid that any of you 
puld have grounds of hope to gain Liber- 
band outward Priviledges by others pro- 
6 cations, whilſt all their tins become yours, 
ul you arc not humbled for them. But 
thy before you ſome Confiderations, that 
| of My ( fet home by'the Spirit) draw water 
ld it of the Fline, 


our 1. Should not your bearts be broken for and God is 
me #" fi1, ſeeing ſin bath ſo incenſed God againſt greatly 


Im the World , and fcriouſly copfider the 
rints of Gods. difpleaſurc againſt poor En- 
z, and yet remain-impenitent ? [s 7# n0- 
in to you , that God bath for many years 
t withdrawing from his Sanduary in En- 
y nd 3 ? O! Your Minifters have had miſcar- 

ins Wombs , and dry Breaſts : Though they 
| , early » and fate »p late, were euch in 
4 {© and in labours, for the Conver- 

Io | and Edification of Souls; yct how _ 
; om 


A k Land of your Nativity ? Can you retire incenſed, 
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dom have any been wndev the Pangs of thef* 
New Birth? How ſeldom were any prickdf® 
at the heart ? How fcldom have any cryedif” 
out, What ſhall we do to be ſaved ? And for 


vt 
+0" 
”" 


E 


others ( concerning. whom we boped hetin} 


things ) How have they ſhed - their Leof 7 


How have they pined and withered away, aw 


to PraGical Godlineſs ? How have they lol; 
that Serzouſneſs, that Heavenlineſs , that Pow 
er of Godlineſs , which brfore they ſeemed to FF 


have had? Your Miniſters faw this, and l- A 


mented it , they acquainted you with it, in-Þ,. 
vited you to remember from whence you. an. 
fallen, to repent, and do your firſt works; 


But yet Tow returned not unto the Lord, Should 


not this pierce your very hearts? Is itto- F( 


thing uo you, that not only your ſelves, but 


many Profeſſors in England , fhould biſe thir 
faithful and painfw] Miniſters * Is it nothng {7 
co you, for God to call home by Death; K; 
and otherwiſe, ſo many of his Emb:ſſadowts,, 
whom you have grieved, whom you have 
deſpiſed and attronted, and who have been 
more burthened with your Pride , Earthly If 
nels, Diviſions, Scnſuality, &c. than they Þ- 
axe with ,theix preſent ' Poverty and Dif 
honours, under which they lye ? What doth F 
it portend , ſave War and Hoſtility, when th; 
Embaſſadors axe called home * And may not 
you fear, that the wrath of God is, arid will 
be againſt you, .till there be no remedy * Thy 
wocked the Meſſengers of God , and deſpiſed'F; 


his Words, and miſuſed bis Prophets , aril 


the wrath of the Lord aroſe againſt his ” Fr 
4 | H 


\. 


> Fo Motives to make ſuch »ſe thereof. 
re mas no remedy, I God will treat with 
+ ied more--bclieve it, he will fight with 
v, And O! O! O! Who will (et the 
rs and Thorns againft bim'? He will go 
nh them , he will conſume them in his 
Math. 1s it nothing t0 you, that there is yet 
ft 's Spirit of Diviſion in the Land ? _ ©! 
at heats and heart- -burnings , what ani- 
AFſties and jealoufies are there? ſo that 
_ "uber cannot truſt a Brother. Is it nothing 
1s [you , that God hath been ſo long contending 
. {ib the Land, by the Sword , and by the Pe- 
-— Wince, and ſo lately by Fire? Is it di | 
| | you , that God permitted that dreadfull 
me in | London to break forth about Three of 
'ÞClock on a Lords Day morning ? Did he 
tchereby cauſe his Sebbath in a manner to 
- Wc in London.? Did not he make his holy 
a | ; of Refi, a-Day of labour and difquier ? 
$8 not he hereby as* it were anticipate his 
ples conventions to expiate him, and fo. 
7 them as it were off from the Kemedy, 
i his bands being losſened, he rhight puniſh 
Enot- be "bens he with to-pardon? May 
Not fay with Feremiab, even upon this —_ 9. 
« nt, The Lord bath ſwallowed up all the 14 
nations of Jacoby and bath not pittied, J&+ * 2: 
| þ bath thrown down in his wrath the ſtrong 
lads . of the Danghter of Judah , be hath 
wht them down tothe ground ? Is it no- 
(We by , that at the ſame time , God lThould 
4 d forth fach a boyfterozs Wind, to faun 
f blow up the Fire, Eaſt, Weſt, South, 
North, » God therein cxccuting the 
Judge- 
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Judgement threatned againſi Elam, of bring- 
7s the four Winds fromthe four Quarters of Þ 
eaven , &c; If the puniſhmenc of one 
Element ( Gaith a late Writer ) be dreadful; 
as the Water was to the old World; and the® 
Azr is in Peſtilential Infetions.z and theF 
Earth was, when it opened its mouth to 
{wallow up Gorab, and his company; how 
dreadful is Gods puniſhing a Land or Perſon 
with double and treble Judgements in one? F 
What vengeance is that like to prove, which {* 
hath Gods Armies of Fire and Wind united 2 F* 
Is it nothimg, that the Fire burned at ſome F/ 
.time contrary tothe Wind, and as it werein / 
oppotition to it, and was then. as uncheck» Þt 
able, as when it had the Winds. raifing and ©: 
chafing it ? Is it nothing, that in the drought 
of the ſeaſon, and the want of water , God F® 
ſcem'd to hinder the application of Remon's # 
to both Wind and Fire ? Was not thercinthe BY 
| Judgement executed upon England in its F 
heart ., which - God «hreatned: againſt the 
Jer. 50.38. Chaldeans, a drought is wpon ber Waters, and 
they ſhall be dryed up; for it is @ Land of gra- 
ver: Images , and they, are mad won their ff" 
Idols ? 1s it nothing , that the rational wd-FF" 
probable anticipations of the conflagrating 
progreſſes of the Fire, which might have'ſ8#* 
been, - were, hid from the 'cycs of. thols, © 
whoſe. intereſt it would have been to have" 
improved them? Did not God at that time - 
take courage from the mighty , and wiſdom 7 
from the wiſe? Is it nothing, that. London, 


the great Bulwazk of the Reformed Religion, F® 
| __ agunliÞ 
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ny ki f he affaults and batteries of P 
DE Prophaneſs, 15.11 a great Ge ie 
vyed ? | But ( above all ) Is it riothing , 
"ry | ut generally there is fo little ſenſe of any - - 
I the $*bcle Judgements ? The Wine - of. Aftoniſh- - . 
ow & given « $0 drink , and we retl to and. 
he Drunkards ; But alas! Who bumbleth * __ 2 
ſelf, and prayer , and ſeeks Gods. face, and. * _ 
bp fron bis wicked wayes, that God may beal 


hich 2, Shomld not your beatts be broken for and. es of 
m your fins ,, ſeeing the ſins of any one of you rs — 
| particular may bave been the great Incendi- vs may be 
y 2 This is certain, God hat!?, for the de- the Incen- 
quency of one man, yea. for one. fin, 919i. | 
 Yought Plagucs' upon many. If any thing . 
hd I move thine heart, this. will; - but. no- 
Ang will without Gods concourſe : The: 
rd faſten this nail, the Lord fix this upon 
y fout, and let it be as Fronthts between 
ine eyes day and night. When, Achan was 
the jilty of one fin, and that a ſecret one, 
Fen he had fioln a wedge of Gold, when 
19. $2 impropriated it to his own aſe, which 
] had deſtined to. another , he troubled 
E whole Church of God : the: Armies of Tj 
Go before the men of Ai, the generation 
ods curſe, yea Joſhua, theix Prince be- 
{- We dejeQted , and his communion with 
pd was thereby for a while broken, And Joſt. 7- _ 
Lord ſaid unto Joſhua ,, get thee up: __ gl 
Frefore zeft thow on thy face 7 Did not A- OY 
Fan tbe Sor of Zerah commit atreſpaſs in the 
brſed thing , and Trath fcll on all theCon- 
| Hh 
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| gregdi3on of Iſracl? ' And that man periſh” |; 
ed no alome -in bis - iniquity. © The gk) | 
of Peor. , ' though committed long ago,''Þ; 
yet 'riiled = cloud of wrath, which. wat; 
ready to empty it (elf upon' che whole ' 
- _  . Church of God fot it many years after,"'f1, 
Jeſh,a22; T5 the iniquity of Peor too litele for w from | 
27, which we are 108 cleanſed to this day, although ||, 
there was @ Plague in the Congregation of th | 
Lord ? The Gibeonites ( who Fad craftily (e-" 
cured their Lives, by an exchange for their 
Liberties ) got- an Oath from Sax), and al- 
moſt $00; years after , when this Covenant |, 
was broken, in the flaying of many ofthem, 
and Sov! was dead, the flouriſhing Church 
of God fuffered three years Famine for this | 
rag os there was a Famim in th | 
yes - of David, three years , year, after year, 
8 Sam. 21. ard David enquired of the eds Tad 
I. Lird anſwered, It is for Sanl, and for ble };, 
bloody bowſe 5 becanſe be ſlew the Gibconitcs. 
Manafſeb "tinned, and*hat coſt the Liberties },, 
and Lives of many, good as well as bad: Jy, 
Notwithſtanding the Lord turned not from the. 
2 Kings 23% fierceneſs of his great anger , wherewitb bis 
$6. | ahper was kindled againſt Judah, becauſe of | 
all the Provocations that Manafich had pro» Jn, 
woked bim withall, Pharaoh refuſed to give | 
liberty to Gods Church, to worſhip their JI; 
God:, and this brought unparallel'd Judge- Jy 
ments and Plagues upon the whole Land of 
Egypt. Amoalecks abuſc of Gods people wis fi, 
not forgotten for-an hundre& years; | but God Jy 
took up an cycrlatting quarrel with _ bes 
ka fi 
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till he had rooted them out of the Earth: 
{bus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, I remember that . 
\ [»bich Amaleck did1o Iſrael, bow he Jaid wais VP? 
{for bim in the wy, when be came up from 

1 Yes, the Sins. of one good man, 
have brought down Plagues upon many, 
[David ( whether out of cxriofity ,* or vain- 
glory, or confidence in an arm of fleſh) would 
be feeds number the people, ( a little fin in 
compariſon of what we are guilty of ) yet it 
colt the lives of 70000. by the Peſlilence. 
yo the Lord ſent a Prftilence upon Iſrael, &c. 
ind there dyed of the people , from Dan even 2542. 24+ 
to -Beerſheba ; ſeventy thouſand men. Solomon ** 
a Jas a good Prince, and yet by his. fins he 

. Þroughe miſerable confuſfions on the moſt 
* Fonfiderable part of the Church of Iſrael, by 
Ny hat great revolt which it occafioned. Where- 
fore the Lord ſaid t0 Solomon, For as much 1 King. 11. 
Ys this is done of thee, and tbou baft not keps my **+ 
IWCovenant , and my Statutes , which I bave 
” gummanded thee, 1 will ſurtly rend the King 

* Jlom from thee, aud will give jt to thy Servant. 
JE6, a good man, and a good Magiſtrate , 
yet becauſe too indulgent to his Children, 

YJ fa Vice common, but fcldom conſidered 
ll | bewailed ) what a fearful Plague brought 

ve J6.upon his Poſtcrity , as well as himfelf ? 

Jdnd the Lord. ſaid unto Samuel, Bebold T will ; Sam. ;. 
- $9 a tbing in Ira, at which both the ears of 11,1213, 
Wery one that beareth it ſpall ringle. In that "4+ 
By: I will perform againſt Eli all things which | 
f bave ſpoken concerning bis Houſe : When 1 
Wein, I will alſo make an end > for 1 bave 

| Hh 3 told 
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484 | 
zold bim , that 1 will jadge bis Houſe for ever, |? 
for the iniquity which he knowath;, becauſe bis | 
Sons made themſelves vile, and be reftraiaed 
them not. And therefore 1 bave ſworn unto 
the Houſe of Eli , that the iniquity of Blies 

Houſe ſhall not be purged with ſacrifice noy offer- 
Tuke xr, 7128 for ever. The blood of all tbe Prophets , 
50, 51. ( (th Chriſt) which was fied from the Foun- 
Mart- 23. dation of the World, fgall be required of this 
35236" Generatim, from the blood of Abel, wnto the 
blood of Zacharias, which periſhed between the 
Altar and the Temple : Verily , I-ſay unto you, 
zt ſhall be required of this Generation. And 
yet who holds up his hand to Gods Barr, 
and cryes, Guilty, Guilty > Who ſaith as Da- 
vid, when the Angel forraged among the 
People; Let thy band be againſt me; for theſe 
ſheep , What bave they done? We are quick- 
ſighted enough, yea too much, to eſpy and 
aggravate the fins of others : We expe& 
fearful Plagues ' for others Adulteries, Drun- 
kennefles, Swearing and Blaſpheming : But 
the Lord bearkneth when we will own out 
Sins to be the Incendiaries, ſaying , What 
have I done? And What bave 1 done, to flop 
the months of ſo many of Gods faithful M:- 
nifters, to wnſheath the Sword, to bring. 
forth the deſtroying Angel, to kindle the 
dreadful Fire im London ? Are there not ſuch J} 
ſins amongſt us, for which God hath plagued J6 
much people ? If ſecret ſins of particular Per* JY 
ſons, havedrawn down wrath on whole Na+ Jie 
tions, Why not thy ſcandalous fins ? Say no Þ 
more , ſuch Oppotition, Oppreſſion pa 
| | atlY, F- 
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[htry, uncleanneſs, &c. will bring in miſery» 
5. an armed man: but fay, there is danger 
4 1 God ſhould make an utter end of poor 
* England for my ,pride , for my unthankful- 
5 {ocls, for my truſting in an Arm of fleſh, for 
-. [y back-ſlidings : O ! how many have I 
cauſed to fall by the Sword? and how many 
1. oy the Peftilence ? And how many have I 
& Jraulcd tobe ruined by the Fire ? Verily, if 
7, {hou art guilty of no other fin, ſave pride, 
he Jet thou canſt not clear thy (elf from being 
«, one of Englands Incendiaries, O! how was 
id {ihe wrath of God upon Feruſalem, and Fudab, 
T, becauſe Hezekiah's heart was lifted up? But 
a. {fezckiah rendred not again according to the bene- . 6165 
he Bi done unto him; for bis beart was lifted up < 112, 25. 
os Ib:refore there was wrath upon him, and upon | 
x. Judah, and Jeruſalem. - 
id |}. 3- Should not your bearts be broken for and No Re- 
& ffrom your fins, ſeeing without repentance the ES 
n- Imercies yore are deprived of , becauſe of your of mercy s 
at [2s , will never be returned, or not in mercy, but more 
we {fs greater judgements will follow ? Unlels you wrath. 

bag Jieturn unto God , from whom you have de» 

fop Fpurted , God will not return unto your | 
i. JSouls. If ye forſake bim', he will forſake ? Chren, 
ing [jt > imports as much, as if you continue to '5'*: 
forfake him, he will continue to forſake 

you. If you repent not, God will not re- 

turn. your libertics,' your trade, his own 
Jrdinances in purity and power, or at leaſt 

he will not'return theſe, or any other mer- 

ties, you, have finned away, in mercy : But 

jou may expce greater judgements than c- yn 
- Hh 3 ver Y 
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ver yet you ſaw, -to fall, not only upon I 
your ſclves and families, . but upon the Land. | 
Think not that they were the greateſt finners I* 
. in Exgland, upon whom the Sword, or Pe- I'** 
flilence, or Fire fell : Kemember Chrifts 1 


Luke 13. tell you Nay, but except you repent you ſhall ol I 
&. 8 likewiſe periſh. Wo wnto you tbat laugh now, If 
Luk, 6.25, for ye fhall mourn and weep : And will you 


run the hazard of this dreadful 7/o ? Will you IF 
run the hazarding of periſhing ll, and alto- I** 
getber ? Is it not. better to mowrn now, than Þ* 
to cry and bowl in tbe pit of Hell for eur? |®. 
God hath determined within his owa breaſt, F 
nay he hath expreſſed this to be his pleaſure Þ*'* 
to the Children of men, that (ſooner, or k«- | 
ter , all (hall mourn for fin, either in this 
life, or in thenext: And is it not berter to F®: 
fecl the weight here, 'than on a death bed, F*** 
or in Hell ? Wharfaid a Rufhan once 3 when Þ 
in the miefi of his jovial Companions heclapt F 
his hand on his breaft, and cryed out well, I 
one day I muſt know what a wounded Conſcience Bu 
meaneth. . God is reſolute in this, you ſhall 
one time or Other find it an evil and bitter | 
thing to provoke him. And ſhall this confi- I'*! 
deration nothing move you? I know this I* 
ſhould not be the chief ground of your for- Þ'* 
xow ; But yet Chriſt was no legal Preacher, 
when he crycd out, fin no more leaft a worſe 
thing happen to you. Go thou ſluggard 0ht 
Am, provide in Summer for the Winter. But 
O the great-cheats that\poor ſouls put upon I! 
themſelves! they hope, though they repent Þ!; 
not,though they'remain carclels, wolngly,0% , 
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yet 2 ua are- not f nk. 4s : 
ag they fat nor, yet they hope ſome do: - 
ough they ſpend not daycs in prayer, they 
hope others do; and. they hope to fare the 
; x teer for them. This is. likc the DoQrine 
o Rome : the Romanifts teach that there are 
ome opers penalia, ome penitential works, 
ſoc you may have others todo for you, and 
&t fare as well.as if you did ther your (elves: 
ut for my part I ſhall as ſoon believe that I 
ſhall be cured of the fone in the bladder, or 


72 1d a filthy Leprofic by anothers taking Phy- 
it, I8ck. for me, as that I ſhall be ſaved by ano- 
're fiſers repentance. O! what folly is this to take 
a. firlicſ and GnRuary in others fervent Petiti- 
his (ns and deprecations of wrath, whil& thou 


to by ſelf crycti out, Soul take thine eaſe florets 

1 up for thee by others ? Alas ! how doſithou 

now what others are. a doing ?. Do they 

low the Trumpet, when they*goto faft ? 

de more likely 1t is that they be Hypocrites 

Bat hath not God ſaid , Go tbrowgh the midit Erck, @: 4: 
the City , throwgb the midft of Jeruſalem, "_ 

tex [-nd ſet a mark ( oply ) upon the PO of 

ifi- Iihe_mzex, that figh and that cry for: all the abe- 

his Ininations that be done in the midſt thereof ? and 

or Iigain, Son of man, when the Land finneth againſt 

ne by er anſgreſſing grievouſly then will T fretch out , x. 


e band upon it, and will break be flaff of the 

the (ſtead thereof, and will ſend a famine upon it, and 
ut Hil as of mos and beoft from it. Though theſe 1 
on Jſrce men, Noab, ond Job were in it , Td. ig 


ty frould deliver but their own ſauls, by oheir L132 IG ; 
wes ſaith the Lrod God, 
6 Should 
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Impeni- ' + -4. Showld not your bearts be broken for, and fi: 
tents loſe”. froms- your fins, ſeeing ſo long as you are impe- hu 
- - .  nitent,, all you do, andſuffer for God is abomi- Jy 
offer for | able in bis fight ? Hardnefs of heart is a nafly fad 
God. © diſeaſe; it islike a Leprofie,, that makes all þ 
to ſhun a man: If you had ſuch a diſcaſc, Jt 
that all would abhor you, would it not hum- 6 
ble you to the very duft ? your impeni- fo 
: tency makes you neither fit company for Jhe 
God, norhis Saints : you are loathſome in þ 
' the fight of both, whil you arc under fo þ 
much'guilt, and yet inſenſible of 'it. A ten- Iſh 

der broken hearted Chriftian is lovely in j 
Sods, and his peoples eyes; but how ug- þ 
ly a fight is it to fee a daring, bold, infeufi- 
ble ſinner, perfifiing in a courſe of fin, 
without repentance? Jf the wicked will twrn 
from all bis fins, that he hath committed, and 
keep all my ftatures, Oc. in bis righteouſneſs no 

tbat be haib done ſhall be live, &'c. But when 

the righteous turneth away from his righteouſ- 
Wzek, 18. neſs, and committeth iniquity , and doth «c- ur 
21,222 24» cording 10 all the | abominations, that the wick: Iu 
- oe = ed man doth, ſhall be live ? | all bis righteouſmſt Ny 
_— that be bath done ſhall not be mentioned; Andis it 
it nothing to you to loſe the. things you have he 
Gal. 3.4 wrought ? Is it nothing to ſuffcr, and to ſuf Jw 
ſo many things in vain 2 * yo 
Their per= 9. Should not your bearts be broken for, and |m 
<-> ry : from- your ſins , ſeeing ſo long as you are impe- Jin 
PE nitent God di1b not only loath your ſervices ,ſle 
but be 'cannot take any delight 'in your perſons, * 
yea you .carmot be reflored into bis love and fa: « 
pour ? without Repentance there is no Remiſ-ſ* 


fon: | 
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ms Repent ye therefore , and be converted, pgs, ro. 
but your fins may be blotted aut. And what? 

i» fyve you no mind to be forgiven your own 

gd your 0tber mens fins ? have you no will to 

e at peace with God, and to be reſtored 

ito his love and favour ? Are you content 

m- hat all theſe, and innumerable fins more 

ni- ſhould be charged upon your Account? O Des qt 
for then ! beg of God to break your hearts for, #nfnds, 
; in find from your fins, A broken veſſel, a bro- _—_— 
r (0 fien heart , will hold beſt the oy] of mercy. ,;; ;, 1, 
en- fſhe Sacrifices of God are a broken Spirit: a contritam. 
' in hoken and a contrite hears, O God, thow wile Bernard. 
ug- It deſpiſe. Mn 
ofi- 3 6. Should not your bearts be broken for and Bu theiz 
in, hom your fins, ſeeing your Repentance will be ſo nos ang 


r 
turn raſing » and ſo reviving to your even broken- _ ex- 


and harted Miniſters ? Your Repentance will cam 
ſneſs Inore pleaſe God, than all your fins have diſ- _ 7 
hen eaſed him. Though your fins have very |” 


ouſ- Imuch diſpleaſed him , yet he was loth to de- 6... 
«= F)ort from you, he hath departed only gra- 
pick Jdually 3 But if you will repent he will readi- 
fuſe Þy return : in his departure he hath gone as 
nds Jit were a Snails pace, but if you will return, 
have Jhe' will return with ſpeed , he will turn to- 
ſuffer fwards you , and fall wpon your Necks, and kiſs 
yu, and not wphraid you with any of your for- 
- and mer miſcarriages. And O! what a refrcſh- 
mpe-Jing will jt be to your fainting Minifters to 
jces ,fiſee you returning Prodigals ? © Believe it, 
ſons, * our Chains would be worn as Bracelets and 
i fa" Fewels, and our Exiles would be a Paradiſe 


emiſ-1% to us, did we ſee you putting your mouths 
70n : © in 
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*.in the duſt, and crying out becauſe of all 
® your  Pcovocations, It js your ſecurity 
« your ſceking great things for your ſclves þ, 
<« your pride, your fooliſh expeRations offi; 
<* our rcturns, Whilt you, and weare o un 
< fit for ſuchamercy , that is our greatclth 
< burden, and lyes heavier on us than hel 
« wrath of any , fave of God Almighty, 
© God knowcth, who knoweth the ſecrets offh, 
* our ſouls, that we could be contented tofly 
*© be bamifked fromthe face of men, fo thith, 
© yox were delivered from the power of yourh 
« lufis : If yore lipe and flandfaft in the faith; 
<«« we live, and though we bave wothing, yet | 
< we poſſeſs all things , joying and rejoycinghh, 
© to ſee your-Zeal, your Repentance, yourſh,, 
_ © Indignations and Revenges again your 
* fins. But wois unto us, we fcar we haveſ, 


* {pent our Lungs, our Time, our Stadies, 
© our Life in vain upon you , whillt we be-fþr, 
* hold your benummednels, your inſealible- 

* nels of all the tokens of Gods ditpleafure, fy, 
« by: reaſon of your tranſgreſſions. And will fp 


«you add .affiGion to the afflied ? Is it not 
© enough that we arc twrned out of the Vine- 
«ard, where we loved our work, better |} 
**than our lives Is it not cnough that we 
«are caft forth from among our People and þ 
« Friends to ſeek bread for our ſelves and hit- Þ, 
© tle ones from door to door ? But will you þ,, 
<« have agreater hand in our miſcry than any I 
« others? Will you lay the greatcft load of þ, 
< trouble upon us , whilſt ethers oppreſs our |þ 


« outward man, will you go on to vex our te 
£ « Spirios 


n0 


* Fotives to muke ſuch uſe thireof. an 
of Pirie 7 Have pitty upon us, O Children / 
iyhom we have begotten in the Goſpe! * you 
ves Jail us your Spiritual -Fathers, you did re- 
Ns ive us as Angels, yea os Feſnes Chrift, you 
 Wayould have plucked oxt your ryes to do us 
eaeBood; O! now what do we beg? not to 
1 (fhove your eyes ons, but fild, fill'd with tears, gai. 4.15. 
Bhty-find your bearers till'd with ſorrow for, be- 
«50d and indignation againſt , your fins? 
cd to #; not for us.: but weep for your ſelves : 
ind is there not a cauſe ? Your tears will 
Youthe our meat and drink ; a great part of owr 
aith offs will ariſe from ſceing your -godly ſorrow : 
> YtftLoor was not more refreſhed with her 
cio Fbuntain , than we ſhall be 'to find your 
YOoulBeads as waters, and your ges us foientains 
youriif tears, and you weeping day ard night 
Weor your own and _—_ provocations. 
dics,Flet it ſuffice you that you have fo long 
; bes ftrieved us and Chrict by your Security , 
ible-F&elf- love, Worldlineſs » Pride, and Paſh- 
Larc, fons. O that now the Foyptians, that we 
will Thave ſeen among you , may be ſcen alive 
 Notfro more ! Let us not be hafined to our 
/mit-Foraves by your impenitencies and tubborm 
clic Tdenartures from God. We arc txoubled 
WE Tto find fill among 'you and upon you, 
MN” Tthoſe very fins, which have laid Kingdoms 
dlit- Find Churches waſte, and yet you ſecure: 
yOu Fucif che Lord had poured out a Spirit of 
120} Fflumber upon you : thoſe very ſms, which 
@ "Fbvcrthrew the Churches of Fade and 4fis 
* OUE Fire found among you, and will you not 


Ou? Frepent, and do your firſt works? It grieves | 
rr! was. 
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know. 
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Now, or 
never , for 
ought they 


Mottves to make ſach uſe thereof.” bk 
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© us to the heart to ſee fins run through you; h 


** as water througha Mill , and you regardit jþ 
*© not. . We beſcech you out of love to God, [pc 
**to your own Souls, and to us and our com- fi 
** forts , that you would ceaſe to do evil, and f 
© learn t0 do. well; Be moved with fear, and | 
"© Prepare an Ark. The old world would not Jye 


<' believe Noah; But the Lord made them 
* to. know he was a Prophet of Righteoul: 
"*neſs. We pitty your fouls, we arctrou- 
* bled to ſee what confidence you put in ug- 
"* certain Signs and Prognoflications , which 
© beget yan (ccurity in you, and 
* how little youfear.che threatnings of moki 
© dreadfull, Judgements againft thoſe very 
< fins you have lived in ; many a (ad thought 
© we have about you, whilſt we fee your 
< fickkene(s, inconſiancy, fupidity, and un- 


-* grounded, ( becauſe unſcriptural ) hopes. 


*0! return, yeturn, repent, repent > that we 
<< may be able to fay, ye are owr joy, our Crown, 


ar rejoycing in #he day of Chriſt. =y 

7. And Lafily, Should not our hearts be | 
broken for and from your fins , even by what | 
may be ſeenin #bis Glaſs, ſeeing now God gives | 


Jou not: only time 10 Repent, . but an opportum- 


ty of Repentance , and ſuch an one , as if .y0u 
neplel it you may never bave the like again * 


4 calc 


' When time and the means are married and |« 
lodged together ( faith one ) they beget oppor- | 
zxnity. Now time, and means meet together | 
to effe& your Repentance. If this oppor- | 
tunity be lofi, you may never have another :/ 


and if you ſhould never haye any other, your 


” 
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” Motives to make ſuch uſe thereof, 493 = 


aſe is deſperate. Opportunities camot be 


ray'd or weps back again. Eſan's inflence : ; - 
| Fats it out of all doubt. In Gods opportu- 14. * * 


rity it is an cafie thing to repent 3 but if this 
(opportunity ſhould be Joft by you, ( which 
God forbid ) it may be umpoſſible for you to 


repent, God may juſily give you up to F#- SceMr.Fen- 
licia/ irmpenitency. **It may be God doth ya rs-o 
«now by this Treatiſe ſpeak home unto thy wes 


« Soul, now it may be God warms thy heart, 1. 35,36. 


*now it may be God works in. thee good 

*houghts and defires: Now is thy day of 
Cprace3 But ( to uſe the words of one of the 

 chiefelt of Englands late Alarming Preach-' 
%ers, with ſome little variation ).If thou let 
© this day paſs,thou maiſt defire to have one of 
© the drops of that blood, that hath been offer- 
bed to thee, and yet never have it; thou 


. 1* mayſi dcfire to feel .one drop of his ſpirit, 


«that hath knockt at thine heart 3 and yet 
«20 without it; thou maift intreat for one 


'*dram of that mercy, that hath been offered, 
1% and thou hafi rejected; but it ſhall never 
1*be granted to thec : God may clap that fear- 
1* full ſentence upon thee , Now benceforth 


it never grow fruit more on #bee, never repen- 


I*tancecome into thine heart more. If row 


Shou wilt not repent and be converted, the 
*Lord may ft it down in his decree, that 
&from this day forward thou maift fwmble 
6 about thy fins; but ſhall never get viory 


i* over them ; thou maift ever be mourning 


© for thy corruptions; but never mourn arighs 


© for them; thou maiſt b/under about repen- 
| «* kance, 


Rack, 24. 
18 


' *chy Conſcience very much ſearcd , if the 


. © line pon line, precept upon precept, call up 


. 494 CMiotives ta make ſuch ufe thereof + 
< tance; but never to de the work. Tow ſhall no 


"© monr., '20r Peeps but you ſhall pins away it) 
Gar iniquities, There is many. a foul folgc 
**contemning of God, and not taking up reÞt 
« pentance, While he may have it , upon 
* whom'this plague of God is come , thai! 
* they arc ever repeating, but never able taÞh« 
* xepent 3 ever poring upon- their fins, buE#? 
*<© never able to come out of them ; they pray. 
and ;pray againſi-them, but their pray 

+ monlder away under them ; for they» ſhall 
* pine away for their eranſareſſioms., What if 
** the reaſon ? Why ? | becauſe 1 would bavdpn« 
© purged thee, and thou wat not purged , thou 
© ſhalt nos be purged any more. May not Godf® 
< {ay eo thee thus ? Becauſe I have given thed 


«an call; not only outward, but inward 
** calls, ordinance upon ordinance , proviF 
** dence upon providence, book upon book ,ff 
© motion upon motion ; Becauſe I have uſed 
< all means, fair mcans, and foul means, 1 
< have plainly ſhewed thee thy fins by my 
* JYord and Rod, and by this glſ7; I have 
« awakencd thine own Conſcience, yea and 
< flirred up, as by other 'Sermons and Tree) 
* #iſes, fo by this, good thoughts and de- 
<« firesin thee ; becauſe 1 would have cleanſe 
« #bee , and thou waſt not cleanſed , thou ſhalt] 
©« never be cleanſed. Is not this a fearful fen- 
«tence? Alas ! Thy heart is very hard, a-dj 


© reading hereof doth not make thee quake} 


« and tremble. What ſhall I ſay ? Now#s _ 


; Faotiver 10 make ſuch nſetherof. agg | 


| noſis 18id to the root of the Tres, Thine oppor- Mar. 3-10; 
2 ity is ow; If thou paſs by this Now, thou 

| fofigone for ought I can tell; thou maift be 

ret off preſently. O! Negle& not the pre- 

port Now, left thou be cut off for ever, Thou 

tha$ in danger of being preſently cut down 

ce thou dofi not pretently repent. Every 

bu 2? Þich bringeth not forth, ( in the preſent 

ſc) good fruit, is ( even for the preſent ) 
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G n down, and caft into the Fire. I ſhall con- Ry 
ſhalffe with the words ofthe Apoſtle, The Eartb 5a 


at ighicÞ drinkgth in the rain that cometh oft upon | 
bav$#4 bringeth forth berbs meet for tbem, by whom Heb. 6, 9, 
thous dreſſed, receiveth bleſſing from God ; Bus thas Þ; 9-. | 
Godſch beareth thorns and bryars, is rejefted, and 
thed#igh unto curſing, whoſe end is t0 be burned: 
| upÞÞ Beloved, we are perſwaded better things of 
wardh 9nd things that accompany Salvation ( fuch 

pentance as cannot be ſeparated from Sal- 
on ) though we thus ſpeak: yea therefore 
thus write. , 
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